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Editor’s Notes 

Welcome to Conjunction Issue 71.
Moon  Node  astrology  is  a  special  
feature  of  this  edition  and  a  theme  of 
consciousness-raising  fills  the  other 
articles.  I  hope you find it  an inspiring 
read.

In ‘Astrology and the Esoteric’ Louise Huber sites 
the  Moon  Node  Horoscope  within  the  esoteric 
background which informs astrological psychology 
and  is  the  basis  of  our  understanding  of  this 
subject.  John  Grove  has  always  considered  the 
Moon Node Chart in his psychotherapeutic work 
with clients and in this article he considers his own 
life  through  looking  at  the  three  charts.  Barry 
Hopewell looks at the chart of Albert Einstein and 
in particular his Age Point progression, alongside 
reading Einstein’s biography. Wanda Smit defines 
the  quincunx  aspect  in  her  life’s  yearning  to 
complete an incomplete Stage Figure. And Joyce 
Hopewell  considers  the  bigger  cosmic picture  as 
movements  and events  continue to  unfold in  the 
world.

In  Part  4  of  the  series  ‘Astrology  and  Depth 
Psychology’, Wolfhard König looks at the models 
of ‘Mother’: the ‘Symbiosis Mother’ (Moon) and 
the ‘Reality Mother’ (Saturn).

I hope you enjoy this issue. 

Caroline 

This is the APA Members’ printable 
version of Conjunction Issue 71, 
August 2019. It is not ‘clickable’.
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On the blog  
The following posts have appeared on the APA blog 
since Conjunction 70 was published in December 
(earlier posts appear first in each list). Refer to the 
APA website for details.

The Authors Series 

Questionnaires answered by authors of 
books on astrological psychology: 

Joyce Hopewell 
Richard Llewellyn  
Sue Lewis 
John Grove 
Wanda Smit 

Astrological psychology: 

Bruno and Louise Huber 

The Zero Point of  the Zodiac – the Pisces/Aries 
border 

The Zodiac in Colour 

Bruno, Louise and the Language of  Colour – Sue 
Lewis 

Bruno Huber – a brief  biography 2 – Barry 
Hopewell 

Miscellaneous 

IFAP Conference April 2019 

Moon and Feelings – Joyce Hopewell 

Looking at the Night Sky 2019 – Jenny Brown 

Mindfulness and Astrological Psychology – Barry 
Hopewell 

Some Reflections on the Origins, Values and 
Techniques of  Huber Astrology in the Context of  
Sufi Cosmology – Sue Lewis 

Books 

Colour Charts in Books – Barry Hopewell 

Aspect Pattern Astrology – New Colour Edition 

Charts and Interpretation 

Joyce Hopewell 

Freddie Mercury 

Jodrell Bank Telescope gains UNESCO World 
Heritage status 

Sue Lewis 

The exhibition, Van Gogh and Britain and the film, 
At Eternity's Gate – 

Wanda Smit looks at the life and work 
of various esoteric and famous 
people:- 

Gifts for Mankind: Petra, from John Lewis 
Burckhardt 

Gifts for Mankind: Radioactivity from Madame Curie 

Doris Lessing. Nobel Prize-Winning African Escapee 

The Eyes of  Virginia Woolf  

Gifts for Mankind: The Picaresque Bible from 
Cervantes 

The Master of  Magic Realism. Gabriel Garcia 
Marquez 

¤ ¤ ¤ ¤ ¤ 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Up to date news and features appear on the APA 
blog and @astpsy Twitter feed
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CONGRATULATIONS 

Students of APA Courses have been awarded the following:

APA Diploma in Astrological Psychology
awarded to

Cheryl Doucette (USA)

APA Diploma in Astrological Psychology
awarded to

Mila Ivanova (Bulgaria)

APA Diploma in Astrological Psychology
awarded to

Mark Douglas (Canada)

Congratulations to Janet A Derwent on successfully completing Foundation Course B 
(with credit)

Congratulations to A.P. (Scotland) on successfully completing Foundation Course “I”
(with credit)



 
Astrology and the Esoteric 

The Seven Rays and the Moon Node 
Horoscope  

by Louise Huber 

Translated from an article 
in“Astrolog”magazine by David Kerr 

Dip. API  

Published by Astrological Psychology Association 

www.astrologicalpsychology.org 

Many people believe that esotericism has to do only 
with parapsychological phenomena, with occult 
practices such as spiritualist séances, clairvoyance or 
hypnoses, among others. Often they do not know the 
esoteric is actually a spiritual path, a path of  initiation 
which in the great cultures of  antiquity could be 
undertaken only within a mystery school. Through 
The Secret Doctrine of  Helena Petrovna Blavatsky 
(1875) this knowledge was drawn from the circles of  
initiates and disseminated to humanity at the end of  
the 19th century. The Secret Doctrine became the key 
work for all esoteric developments. Alice A. Bailey, 
Rudolf  Steiner, Max Heindel and many others were 

pupils of  Blavatsky and brought her knowledge out 
into the world, from which the various schools of  
thought have developed.  

Nowadays many more people are interested in the 
esoteric than before. In 1973 it was still difficult to 
teach anything about karma and reincarnation, never 
mind the extensive works of  Alice A. Bailey that 
formed our esoteric background. During our six-year 
involvement with the Arcane School in Geneva and 
at the Institute for Psychosynthesis with Dr. Roberto 
Assagioli we were able to study the teachings of  
Alice A. Bailey and test them in practice. Since then 
we have tried to integrate this knowledge into the 
body of  astrological teaching and to bring the 
esoteric terminology into a form which everyone can 
understand. That became possible with the help of  
astrological ways of  thinking. Because the 
interpretation of  the “Seven Rays”, as well as the 
moon-node horoscopes, is to do with the esoteric 
dimension, we could not have managed it without 
the relevant basic knowledge. For that reason, and 
because we have received many requests, we will 
explain the basic esoteric associations which have to 
do with astrology.  

What does “esoteric” mean? 

If  you look in a dictionary you will find that 
“esoteric” is derived from the Greek word 
“esoterikos” which means simply “inner” or 
“hidden”. It therefore indicates that which lies 
behind external appearances, invisible energies which 
give rise to visible forms and bodies. It refers to the 
subtle world of  energies and forces, to the essence, 
the Self  or the Soul, which is concealed behind all 
external forms. That holds good for humans as well 
as for plants or any other kind of  being. It can be the 
organism of  an atom, a plant, an animal or a human 
being. In each case the esoteric factor is the vital 
qualitative principle from which the organism draws 
its life energy.  
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Louise Huber sites the Moon Node Horoscope within the esoteric 
background of  Astrological Psychology. 

The original German-language version of  this article was first published in Astrolog magazine No. 124.  
Some parts of  this article are extracts from the book Moon-Node Astrology. 

This article is also available on the APA website in the Ebook Store. 



The esoteric is therefore concerned with the 
background of  life which penetrates all forms and 
supports life, from tiny atoms to the gigantic entities 
which we call planets or solar systems. For that 
reason it is important to grasp at the outset that 
every human is a tiny part of  an immeasurable and 
all-encompassing whole, and that the energies which 
drive it and all of  life are those of  “a Life in which 
we live, move and have our being”. To be able to 
understand the esoteric one has to learn that every 
isolated position, every state of  separation from the 
whole is actually only an illusion. From the point of  
view of  the Unity of  Life, everything that exists 
comes from a single source. The 
study of  the esoteric is therefore 
also the search for this original 
source, for the “way back to the 
Father’s house”, which in 
esoteric literature is called the 
Path of  Initiation. With it is 
associated the esoteric astrology 
by means of  which, with the 
help of  the three spiritual 
planets and the three charts, 
moon-node, birth and house 
chart, the necessary steps, 
transformation processes and 
expansions of  consciousness 
may be determined.  

The etheric world, the Moon-
Node chart and the Seven 
Rays  
The life principle that makes all 
forms alive is also called ether in 
the esoteric literature, and prana 
in the Indian philosophy. Ether 
interpenetrates all planes, takes 
on their shape and colour and in 
this way continuously creates 
new forms of  expression of  life. 
It is present on all seven cosmic 
planes. The esotericist knows 
that behind the world of  the senses lies hidden an 
etheric, i.e. spiritual, world, which is actually the 
controlling and energising force in every living body. 
The ether is the realm in and through which the 
energies arising from many sources operate. The 
teaching of  the Seven Rays is founded on this fact. 
The etheric body of  the entire universe, our planet 

and each individual human being resembles a golden 
net of  streams of  energy that is in constant, 
unceasing motion - an eternal medium for the 
interchange and transmission of  energies and 
information.  

The meaning of  the Seven Rays  
Looking at it in this way it becomes possible to 
understand the effects of  the Seven Rays. The seven 
cosmic rays are seven types or manifestations of  
light, drawn from the special substance of  a plane. 
That is, on each of  the seven cosmic planes there 
arises another quality of  colour if  the light is focused 

on the matter or substance of  
this plane. The colours of  the 
spectrum are an example of  
that. We know that rays of  light 
directed onto matter gives rise 
to colours. Because of  the 
reflections from some form of  
matter, colours are displayed, 
according to how the matter is 
constituted. If  a ray of  light is 
refracted in polished glass or a 
drop of  water, the whole 
spectrum becomes visible. In 
this way one can imagine the 
effects of  the seven cosmic rays. 
They interpenetrate everything, 
they energise everything, they 
are the origin of  our being. For 
that reason they over-arch 
normal astrology. They are 
fundamental energies that 
condition our lives, they are 
those energy forms which are 
engendered and maintained in 
motion by creation.  

What is Light?  
Everything that exists, the entire 
created universe, is the result of  
light. Light is the central life 

principle, it is the ether, the motivating and creating 
energy of  life, Light is divine. Seen from a different 
viewpoint the seven cosmic energies are the 
embodiment of  seven types of  force, that 
demonstrate the seven qualities of  the Divine. On 
the one hand these seven qualities have an effect in a 
sevenfold way on the matter and forms which exist 
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throughout the whole universe, and on the other 
hand relate in a sevenfold way one to another. There 
is a fantastic effect of  working within one another 
and an inter-penetration of  Light in the universe, the 
extent of  which can scarcely be imagined. It is easiest 
to use an analogy, and thus one best understands this 
everywhere-connected network of  Light by 
considering that there is an etheric world, that has 
always been known in esotericism as “mysterium 
magicum”, from which everything that exists has 
been born and to which everything will again return. 
In other words, light and ether are the same, it is the 
Light of  the Soul, the ‘Fohat’ of  the ‘Monad’, or 
Universal Soul, which serves as the matrix of  the 
universe. Incidentally, it is interesting that the Ether 
in its manifestation on the astral plane is also called 
the Akashic Record. The Ether is the primal 
substance in which a record everything that has once 
lived is stored. In old esoteric texts the etheric 
dimension is also compared to a desert in which the 
traces of  complete epochs of  time remain, including 
those of  each human life. The Moon Node chart 
contains these traces in the sand.  

Ether and science  
Modern science is also engaged in investigation of  
the etheric world as a world of  energy. Physicists and 
astronomers recognise that space is filled with 
electromagnetic currents and fields that are in 
constant motion and transmit “information” 
uninterruptedly. 
Biologists and physicians investigate the key role of  
electromagnetic phenomena in the animal realm, as 
in the human central nervous system and brain 
activity. Apparently inert matter 
reveals for the first time under the 
electron microscope its pulsating 
inner forces and their structure. 
The micro-world of  atomic 
physics proves itself  as an 
experimental treasure-chest of  
insights. Meantime researchers 
with their quantum theory and the 
hypothetical elemental particles, 
called quarks, venture ever deeper 
into the subtle structure of  the 
world which is hidden from the 
eye. Relationships between energy 
and matter, order and chaos, 
become comprehensible. Many 

pronouncements of  modern scientists approach the 
“old” insights of  the esotericists and philosophers, 
amazing to the layman. The all-encompassing holistic 
view of  the world is being increasingly recognised as 
true.  

The development of  today’s science is a good 
example of  the fact that through scientific 
knowledge we are learning more and more about the 
background of  our being. What was formerly 
hidden, secret and esoteric and could not be 
understood by ordinary mortals, is thus being 
revealed to us. Today we are learning many secret 
facts and relationships in a purely scientific and sober 
way, so that we often fail to notice that they deal with 
mysteries of  the past which have now entered into 
clear consciousness and in the process have lost 
everything about them that was secret and esoteric.  

Computer technology  
Think about computer technology, in which the 
possibility of  lightning-fast processing of  
information has been opened up, replacing the 
previous boring and tedious work through the 
development of  intelligently-written programs. It is 
not going too far to compare a computer program 
with the Moon Node chart. If  we consider the Moon 
Node chart as the summing-up of  all the experiences 
of  [prior] incarnations, it is really comparable with a 
computer in which everything that has been 
programmed is stored, i.e. what has been 
experienced. In that way one can look at the Moon 
Node line as a code which makes possible the entry 
into the Moon Node chart. Another approach to this 

topic is the esoteric 
concept of  the growth 
of  a human being. 
Through that, the value 
of  the Moon Node 
c h a r t f o r t h e 
evolutionary process can 
be properly categorised.  

The four subtle bodies 
of  Man  
In the accompanying 
diagram the esoteric 
constitution of  Man is 
represented pictorially. 
We visualise that directly 
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around the [physical] body is the etheric body. In the 
middle layer is the emotional or astral body and 
outside that the mental body.  

The Etheric Body  
The esoteric teaching states that the human draws its 
life-force for the physical body from the subtle 
substance of  the etheric realm. Without ether, the 
purely physical is dead matter - a corpse. At death 
the etheric or living body separates itself  from the 
physical and returns to the 
planetary etheric from which it 
came, the physical body falls to 
the earth. The etheric body is a 
little larger than the physical 
and supplies during life all the 
mortal organs with fluid vitality. 
Astrologically, the physical body 
is attributed to Saturn.  

The Astral Body  
The astral body draws its 
energy from the so-called 
emotional body in which all 
emotions, from anger to 
sacrificial love, have their origin. 
The astral body corresponds to 
the lunar plane and the Moon 
Node cha r t r e f l e c t s the 
contents of  this body. Here rule 
the polarities, the opposites, 
love and hate, ebb and flow, 
good and evil, fluctuate in 
constant rhythm along with the 
pulse of  life. Astrologically, the 
astral body is attributed to the 
Moon.  

The Mental Body  
The astral body is embedded in 
the mental body, that is of  even 
more subtle substance and through which everything 
coarser passes. In it are found the thought processes 
and through it thoughts are received and sent. Here 
one accumulates knowledge and frees oneself  from 
the duality and delusional tendencies of  the astral 
body. Through thought the necessary intelligence is 
developed with which one learns non-judgemental 
thinking through differentiation and discrimination, 
and increasingly understands the laws of  life in a 

cosmic context, in the light of  developmental 
thinking. The capacity for thinking and judgement of  
the mental body is attributed to the Sun.  

The Causal Body  
Behind these three human bodies stands the 
immovable and immortal Self  (symbolised by the 
empty circle in the centre of  the birth chart). In it, all 
the earthly emotional and mental experiences are 
distilled and stored as an essence, a life-quality or 

life-motivation. It is the Causal 
Body which is in a continuous 
exchange of  information with 
the so-called Akashic Records, 
w h i c h c a n b e r e a d b y 
clairvoyance if  something from 
the past or future of  an 
individual is needed to be 
brought into knowledge. Every 
life through which one lives is 
processed on the Causal level 
where the essences [of  that life] 
are extracted and stored as 
experience.  

The contents of  the Causal 
Body at the end of  a life can be 
represented by a geometrical 
figure. We know that the aspect 
connections in the chart form 
s y m b o l i c l i n e s a n d t h e 
geometr y represents the 
s t r u c t u r e o f  i n d i v i d u a l 
consciousness. Looked at in 
this way we can say that the 
aspect pattern is a reflection of  
the Causal Body. Thus we have 
in the aspect pattern an 
illustration of  all earlier actions 
a n d a c h i e v e m e n t s i n 

geometrical form, which we can 
also read and interpret. In the Moon Node chart the 
aspect pattern is mostly laid out differently than in 
the Natal chart, so we can draw conclusions from the 
shift within the house system about a developmental 
dynamic which we can change and need to learn 
about.  

Example: If, in the Moon Node chart the emphasis 
of  the planets is on the ‘I'-side of  the chart, then one 
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may conclude that in earlier lives the I-development 
has stood in the foreground. If  the aspect pattern in 
the Natal chart has been shifted to the ‘You’-side, 
then this person must learn to distance him/ herself  
from I-ness and serve a You, a partner, or a group 
with all his or her strength.  

Esoteric definition of  the Moon Node  

If  we want to understand the 
entire scope of  the Moon Node 
chart, it is necessary to expand 
the consciousness into a deeper 
background, i.e. along with the 
teaching about the constitution 
of  man we need to know also 
about the laws of  evolution and 
reincarnation or rebirth. From 
t h e p o i n t o f  v i e w o f  
reincarnation the Moon Node 
chart shows the summing up of  
all experiences of  previous lives, 
or we could say the lessons 
already learned in the course of  
e vo l u t i o n a s p o t e n t i a l l y 
unconscious knowledge. But all 
the conflicts of  the past which 
have not been coped with are 
also stored in the Moon Node 
chart. Lessons which were 
m i s s e d b u r d e n o n e a s 
unconscious feeling of  guilt. 
One has the feeling of  not 
having dealt with an issue. That 
can be unsettling or tormenting 
particularly when there is an 
Age Point conjunction or other 
AP aspects.  

We want to look at the Moon Node chart from three 
sides:  

1) As a repository of  the experiences of  earlier 
lives (inner potency)  

2) As a karmic resonance apparatus (law of  cause 
and effect)  

3) As the shadow personality (subconscious)  

With the esoteric definition of  the Moon Node chart 
we proceed on the basis that it is a picture, or to put 
it better a “repository”, of  the experiences 
undergone in previous lives. It is comparable to the 
Akashic Records, that mysterious book or that 
unknown place in the etheric body of  our planet 
where everything that has ever been thought, done 
or desired is recorded. The Moon Node chart does 

not show individual deeds (good 
or bad) from previous lives, not 
even of  the immediately 
preceding life, but the energy 
pat tern , the essences or 
qualities, that result from the 
summation of  all that has been 
experienced. We can experience 
these as an essential inner 
potency, as a positive life-
program and life quality or as 
compulsive behaviour. It is 
i n d i c a t i v e o f  m o s t l y 
unconscious contents which we 
have already acquired or 
achieved on our developmental 
journey, what gives us pleasure 
of  success, but also that which 
brings trouble, reverses, defeats, 
suffering and sorrow.  

F r o m t h e v i e w p o i n t o f  
evolution it can be seen as a 
chart of  our achievements and 
inner potency. Whatever we 
have consciously lived through 
and processed is available to us 
as know-how, potency or as 
inner knowledge, with which we 
can consciously know how to 
handle something, by which we 

can be inspired or let ourselves be led. For someone 
living consciously it can act as conscience, as an inner 
voice, instinct or inner guidance. For others as 
something indefinable that causes anxiety because it 
cannot be grasped, they repress the contents of  the 
Moon Node chart with all possible means. It 
becomes forced out, part of  the shadow personality 
into which everything that is bad can be projected.  
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Reincarnation therapy  

Modern psychology too is concerned with the 
possibility of  looking into past lives for the roots of  
psychic disturbances. Today many therapists are 
already leading people back into past lives with the 
so-called reincarnation therapy. In that way the past 
is supposed to be dealt with and the repressions 
processed. In reincarnation therapy the analysis of  
the past does not only reach into early childhood, but 
beyond the point of  conception into earlier 
existences and thus into an almost unlimited field of  
activity. Whereas one at first tried out even more 
questionable hypnosis and self-hypnosis techniques, 
today one uses guided imagery or linked dreams, 
meditation music and relaxation, in which images rise 
into consciousness and are then interpreted as 
memories of  a past life.  

In that way one tries to bring repressed material back 
into consciousness in order to be freed of  
unresolved complexes (or from karma). Re-birthing, 
re-personification, reincarnation, that is a popular 
theme today in which the media are interested. A 
statistical questionnaire showed that already 8 to 10% 
of  the German-speaking population considered it 
possible that they had already lived. “What was 
previously guarded as a treasure in mystical circles 
has become social currency” a psychological 
magazine stated in amazement. The long-term goal is 
a new “unity of  thought and emotions, of  
understanding and intuition, of  spirit and body, I and 
the world, a unity with earlier existences and 
ultimately with the Cosmos itself  from which every 
individuality emerged and into which it will return.”  

There is always another chance  

For people who want to develop themselves further 
and take their life in hand independently, it is 
liberating to know that they have always another 
opportunity to correct false developments and to 
continuously improve themselves. For those it is 
clear that the prescribed goal of  development can 
never be reached in a single lifetime. That needs 
many lives and a great time-span, that perhaps 
extends across millions of  years. No-one knows 
exactly how long it takes, but we know with certainty 
that each of  us has always another possibility to 
incarnate. In each life we have a chance to develop 

ourselves further and get a little bit closer to the 
ultimate goal. All difficulties and problems which we 
master therefore allow us to climb a step higher. It is 
a consoling thought that we can for so long and so 
often reincarnate until we have reached the desired 
completion. Thus we get a new feeling for time, for 
cycles, developmental phases and growth processes, 
as also the orderly and healing laws of  the Universe.  

Completeness  

When referring to the term perfection, C.G. Jung 
thought it better to think of  it as completeness. That 
is, while we are able to work consciously towards our 
own completeness, perfection lies still too far off  
and remains an abstract term when seen from the 
present. In thinking about completeness, a dynamic 
force must form the basis of  developmental events 
that work constantly to balance and round out life or 
fate until we have reached the desired wholeness. If  
we are harmoniously integrated into developmental 
events, it comes to us relatively easily to do whatever 
contributes to a rounding-out of  our being. These 
are the balancing laws of  our nature which in 
practice mean that whatever has been developed to a 
large extent in an earlier life will perhaps be reduced 
in this life, and whatever was too weakly developed 
will be stimulated to growth through challenges from 
the environment. The moderating laws which 
operate in this way are called in astrological 
psychology “equalisation processes”.  

Liberation from guilt  

If  we consider the Moon Node chart within this 
greater frame of  the equalisation principle, then we 
can no longer speak about guilt. The term Guilt has 
been very much abused and is damaging to the 
constructive and liberating capability of  our Soul. As 
already stated, we should learn to view the Moon 
Node chart without blame, guilt or judgement, and 
see the potentials and achievements that are hidden 
there as in a treasure repository in order to bring 
them into consciousness.  

If  we look at our life from this standpoint, we see 
the whole of  life as a meaningful learning process. 
We can liberate ourselves from guilt through the 
affirmation of  this meaningfulness and align 
ourselves in harmony with Divine Love. It is the old 
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mystery of  Universal Love, that is described as 
Grace. From this point of  view we are able to accept 
our fate with joy and conviction, and through it 
activating powers of  inner healing. Quite often it 
happens, that if  in this way we establish “soul 
contact” we are suddenly freed 
of  all As soon as we know that 
everything that happens to us is 
right and has a purpose, the 
anxiety disappears. feelings of  
guilt and fresh life energies 
flow into us which heal all 
wounds. We can rationalise it 
because is underlaid by the 
development dynamic and has 
the purpose of  aiming towards 
a rounding-off, a completion 
and a compensation for false 
deve lopment w i th in our 
personality. Everything that is 
shown in the chart has a 
symbolic importance for our 
further development. That is 
the basic concept if  we look at 
the Moon Node chart as the 
summation of  all earlier life 
experiences, in comparison to 
the Birth and House charts. 
This awareness also protects us 
from falling into the trap of  black-and-white 
thinking which negates sense and thus cripples the 
power of  love.  

Historical Consciousness  

A further important extension of  consciousness 
occurs if  we take an overview of  whole historical 
epochs. On our long path of  development we have 
certainly been involved in many cultures. We again 
and again have the experience that people who 
examine intensively thoughts of  reincarnation 
discover a preference for particular cultures. One 
feels drawn to a particular field of  culture. For 
example, many hold a fascination for the idea of  life 
in Egyptian or Greek times, others are attracted by 
Indian, Chinese, Russian or Native American Indian 
culture, yet others experience in inner visions 
pictures or scenes from the Middle Ages, see 
themselves in monasteries or in the Roman Empire, 
in Victorian times or with the first settlers in 

America. In order to get to grips with the 
unconscious contents of  the Moon Node chart, it is 
good to follow such leads and learn discrimination.  

          Karma and Dharma  

Another consideration is the 
Law of  Karma. It is the law of  
cause and effect, that is known 
today throughout the western 
world. It is always striving 
towards compensation, “as you 
sow, so shall you reap”. 
Dharma, on the other hand, is 
a creative act of  life-mastery 
t h r o u g h i n t e l l i g e n c e . 
According to the Law of  
K a r m a n o t h i n g c a n b e 
thought, desired or done by 
anyone without it being put 
into the great energy reservoir 
of  the cosmos and at some 
later time reflecting back on 
him. These are then the blows 
of  fate through which one 
carries the can for earlier 
mistakes and has to make good 
for them, until sufficient 
intelligence is developed to 

maintain a harmonious balance.  

The understanding of  the Law of  Karma gives a 
satisfactory answer to the questions: Where do I 
come from? For what was I born? What is the 
purpose of  my life? Why must I suffer this fate? Why 
do others have it easier than I do? Here we are also 
interested in the question of  guilt and reparation. 
Whoever is conscious of  this law grasps that life is to 
be understood as a serious matter and responsibility 
for the course of  fate can and must be taken over by 
each one of  us on the basis of  a sound insight and 
not from feelings of  guilt. Whoever constantly 
projects his suffering and failure onto the 
environment builds negative images there, pushes 
blame for his failure onto others and remains stuck 
in his development. He will continue to be 
confronted with difficult circumstances until he 
recognises that everything that is negative has its 
roots in himself. “As within, so without” is the first 
insight necessary to change Karma to Dharma. An 
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As soon as we know that 

everything that happens to 
us is right and has a 
purpose, the anxiety 

disappears. feelings of guilt 
and fresh life energies flow 

into us which heal all 
wounds. 



old aphorism says: the outer world is nothing other 
than the mirror of  your inner world. Clean up within 
yourself  first, activate that which is good in you, stay 
in contact with your inner potential, with your 
immortal Self, then you will liberate yourself  through 
your growing faculty of  discrimination, your feeling 
of  responsibility and your intelligence.  

These steps of  development are at first reached 
gradually, they are not there from the start. One will 
notice that the Law of  Karma will at the 
unconscious level actually operate as the law of  guilt 
and atonement, punishment and reward, and will be 
accepted as a lesson to be learned only on a more 
conscious level, from which Dharma arises. 
According to the teaching of  eastern wisdom karma 
has a dual effect: firstly, man is forced to pay for his 
debts from earlier lives, and secondly, he learns not 
to do certain things any more because he knows that 
they have unwanted consequences. In that way he 
makes a better “Karma”, that is called “Dharma” in 
Indian philosophy.  

It follows from that that Dharma only develops if  
there is consciousness, if  intelligence and the 
capacity to discriminate and make decisions with free 
will are possible. Only then does man become 
creative and can himself  shape his world. Only to the 
extent that one lives and deals discriminately, 
intelligently and consciously responsibly, does one 
free oneself  from past errors and creates for oneself  
a better future. Moreover, one learns to organise 
oneself  as part of  a whole within society and to 
operate in alignment with cosmic forces. This last is 
the privilege of  the fully-conscious individualised 
human. He who has become one with himself  
comes into contact with cosmic energies and with 
the transformed powers of  his own Self, then 
everything around him is changed. Modern astrology 
shows us the way to that.  

The Shadow Personality  

The Moon Node chart deals with the shadow 
personality, among other things. As understood by 
depth psychology it is an invisible, essential part of  
us containing drives, desires and projections which 
are not accessible to daily consciousness. We repress 

them mostly because they appear unusable or even 
dangerous in our normal everyday life.  

For that reason the shadow personality is often seen 
as negative or “dark”. For all that, it has positive 
contents that can also offer good karma. For 
example, spiritual tendencies can be totally repressed, 
perhaps because they do not coincide with our 
dogmatic thinking or appear irrelevant. Thus these 
characteristics remain unlived, although they belong 
to our personality. The reincarnation therapy of  the 
New Age takes in such contents. Through regressed 
experiences, these may be made known and reasons 
indicated which can be explained as acausal.  

C.G.Jung also spoke of  the “shadow” and regarded it 
as a part of  the unconscious difficult to access, that 
up to this day is only explored in depth psychology. 
Human consciousness may be compared to that part 
of  an iceberg that protrudes from the water - the 
unconscious is symbolised by the mass of  ice lying 
beneath, in which, as well as the collective 
unconscious, the individual unconscious is also 
present as the shadow personality. It represents the 
shadow side of  our being, in which everything that 
we were or have at some time experienced is 
hoarded. In it secret desires, mastered and 
unmastered psychic factors from the past are stored. 
There are found motivations, repressed complexes 
and feelings of  guilt of  which we are not conscious. 
Often we just cannot imagine them, never mind 
admit to them. They surface principally in our 
dreams, but in spite of  that they influence our lives 
although mostly we do not make contact with them. 
We project them into the environment, where they 
manifest and come back to us as fate.  

It is always the case that if  we cannot suffer qualities, 
habits or characteristics in another person, if  they 
move or rouse us deeply, we can be certain that a 
part of  our shadow is involved. That is, we have 
repressed these characteristics within ourselves. 
Some external life situation to which we are 
helplessly exposed is nothing other than a mirroring 
of  our inner state. We cannot deal with it consciously 
as long as we consider it to be something external 
and not part of  ourselves. The consequences of  the 
functioning of  our shadow are mostly outside of  our 
control. They represent to a certain extent 
deterministic tendencies, automatic movements or 
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psychic compulsive mechanisms to which we have to 
surrender. Mostly we have to at first encounter them 
as negative experiences before we connect with 
them.  

With the help of  the latest methods of  interpretation 
of  the Moon Node chart we can now consciously 
accept this repressed side of  our being. In this way 
we recognise that this part also belongs to us and 
begin the work of  integration. In other words, a 
horizontal identification takes place according to the 
motto “As within, so without”, in the same way as 
the vertical “As above, so below”. Only when we can 
take to ourselves both realisations can we talk of  
becoming whole.  

Mirror spheres  

The theme of  reflection also rests on the esoteric 
view of  the world. Seen in this way the Moon Node 
chart also symbolises the astral world, that mirror 
sphere in which our motivations, desires and deeds 
from the past (our karma) are projected at particular 
times into the present. In order to enter this 
unconscious realm we step through the Moon Node 
line which reflects like a mirror everything that is 
within and without, above and below.  

If  we enter the mirror sphere of  the Shadow, we first 
need to be clear that the law of  reflection operates in 
this realm. It is the lunar plane, which reflects back 
from different facets everything which comes into 
contact with it. 

One may discover there many contradictions, and 
also things that have nothing to do with oneself, but 
belong to other people or to the collective 
unconscious, because these are likewise present 
there. The danger exists that one becomes aware of  
impressions, encounters or experiences that are 
distorted as in a hall of  mirrors, and goes easily 
astray. It is the world of  deceptions, of  illusions, of  
blindness to reality that we discover if  we do not 
exercise caution. In that “underworld” are found the 
“old archetypes”, it is the world of  demons and 
phantoms, where God and the Devil struggle with 

one another.It is also the plane of  oppositions, 
duality or polarity. Like the swinging of  a pendulum 
we may be flung from one side to the other and 
hardly be able to find our way out of  the labyrinth 
again. Whoever enters the Moon Node level with the 
idea that he will just find there the dark side of  his 
self  or bad characteristics which have to be exorcised 
or eradicated, calls up spirits which he won’t be able 
to get rid of.  

The reversal effect 

Through the mirroring a reverse effect also always 
takes place. We all know the feeling of  how emotions 
can like lightning flip over to the opposite. From 
intense love comes equally intense hatred, the 
perpetrator is turned into the victim. In the same way 
achievements and lofty virtues from the past can 
become negative and block our development if  they 
have become rigid structures. According to the 
Indian saying, “Virtue becomes the vice”, the values 
become transposed. For example, a sexuality purified 
through monastic life can be the cause of  a 
devitalised etheric body, for which reason sexuality 
must be again lived out in the current life as a 
compensation. We often find in the Moon Node 
chart is shown just the opposite to what we have 
presumed. What would be good for our Personality - 
for our “little I”, may be wrong for the further 
development of  our Soul. What is good for our Soul 
mostly means for our Personality a setback or 
renunciation. This reversal or 180º turnaround is the 
key to the correct interpretation of  the Moon Node 
chart.  
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“This thing of darkness, I acknowledge mine.” 
The Tempest, William Shakespeare

Some notes and thoughts on Moon Node Astrology:

Further reading on Moon Node Astrology can be found in the following publications: 

Chapter 4 on “Moon Node Astrology, Karma and the Three Charts”, pp. 121-146  
in Sue Lewis Astrological Psychology, Western Esotericism, and the Transpersonal (HopeWell, 2015) 

“
Chapter 5 “Reconciling Past, Present and Future: Using the Three Charts” pp. 113-138  

in Joyce Hopewell The Living Birth Chart (HopeWell, 2008) 

“It was very synchronistic to ask us to submit the Moon Node Horoscope which highlights the shadow 
work. Right now Pluto is at 22 degrees of  Capricorn and Saturn is at 18 degrees of  Capricorn. They will 
move into exact conjunction from December 20, 2019 to January 2020. The alignment of  these planets 
sparks soul searching: transformation by reckoning one's shadow.  
Jung had Saturn square Pluto within one degree of  orb in his natal chart. "Jung said, ‘it is indeed no small 
matter to know one's own guilt and one's own evil, and there is certainly nothing to be gained by losing 
sight of  one's shadow...Without guilt, unfortunately there can be no psychic maturation and no widening 
of  the spiritual horizon.' For Jung, even the evolving God of  biblical tradition has been compelled to 
encounter and assimilate his own shadow in the course of  his co-evolving relationship with the human 
self." (Richard Tarnas Cosmos and Psyche Viking 2006 p. 263) 
       John Grove, June 2019 

We should learn to view the Moon Node chart without blame, guilt or judgement, and 
see the potentials and achievements that are hidden there as in a treasure repository in 

order to bring them into consciousness.

Louise Huber 



My Many Lives, Sub-personalities 
and the Moon Node Horoscope  

by John Grove 

My use of  all three charts was necessary to 
point out my past attitudes (Moon Node 
Chart) that influenced my inner approach to 
the world; the Natal chart which represents 
the ‘Now’ moment of  my present incarnation 
and the House chart that creates meanderings 
for the future in a way that is not compulsory 
but elective.  

First, I suggest that in all three horoscopes (See 
charts below), the ego planet of  the Moon is 
involved in a red opposition with Neptune. 
“There is difficulty with separating fact from 
fiction and creating illusions about myself  that 
makes relationships disorderly or confused. [I am] 
closely identified with people, places and things 
which compromises my identity as well as 
entrapping me in the conditions of  the 
environment.” (Pelletier, Robert, Planets in Aspect 
Schiffer 1974 p.292) 

In the Moon Node Horoscope (MNH) there is 
an emotion of  disappointment and sadness that 
was etched from my past, that dealt with 
encounters with partners and with my identity. 
When reaching out for meeting my ego needs of  
receiving love and sympathy, I discovered a soul 
there who had needs for love that trumped my 
own needs. He/she asked for a sacrifice from me 

and an abandonment of  my ego needs for love. 
That was not at all satisfying and the attitude 
coming into this present early life created worry 
and disappointment that my needs for love and 
contact would have to be met elsewhere. When 
one has to give love and empathy and not get it, 
the powerful urge for belonging is sabotaged. Yet 
this process was unconscious and formed a 
projection onto others that dissolved my trust in 
encounters with others. (First house Moon 
opposite 7th house Neptune in the MNH). 

Archetypes. In my youth especially, there were 
the strong archetypes of  the Artist and 
Adventurer (Huber’s Moon-Node Astrology p.159  
‘The Archetypes’). On the shadow side, I had a 
tendency to not take responsibil ity for 
relationships, sometimes exploiting the female 
relationships. As wanderers always move on, the 
gambler and risk-taker in me conflated, belonging 
to a partner with serial, detached tendencies in 
relationships. A diversion was created so that I 
used creative energy to engage others but without 
commitment. (This was supported by the planets 
in the fire houses- 1st house Moon, 5th 
houseVenus and 9th house Pluto; with the 5th and 
11th axis being emphasised by Uranus opposed to 
Venus.) 

I started out with faulty emotional states in 
relationships through my MNH sensitive moon in 
the first house; it is the strongest ego planet in the 
MNH. It is in the fixed zone, eagerly and with 
trust reaching out for love but ready to retreat 
when others doubt me. With the tension of  
opposition to Neptune in the 7th house I 
experienced faulty mental states, unhappy love 
affairs but often blamed deceit on others. And this 
legacy from the cumulative past brought in this 
life a tendency to retreat and restrict my love and 
support only to close family relationships- not 
venturing forth and risking security. Moon in 1st 
house in MNH; supported by the Moon in my 4th 
house in the Natal chart. (Huber, Bruno and 
Louise et al Astrolog I p 28 HopeWell 2008) 
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John Grove reviews his life from the perspective of  the Moon Node 
Horoscope in relation to his Natal and House charts. 



Displacement of  the Moon from the 1st house 
fixed zone in the MNH to the 4th house fixed 
zone in the Natal chart: My sensitivity was 
enhanced by sacrificial relationships with women, 
my parents, family and tradition in this life 
emphasising emotional contacts within the safety 
of  the home. I thought growing up that mother 
was strong and independent but later realised that 
her matriarchal attitude of  control was a defence 
against abandonment. I was deluded by her 
appearances. 

Displacement of  the Sun from the 4th house fixed 
zone in MNH on the ‘You’ side to a cardinal 
zone in the 2nd house on the ‘I’ side in the Natal 
chart: A recollection of  my past lives revealed an 
encounter problem in which I may have appeared 
as a patriarch in past lives, but in fact was firmly 
under the control of  females. This attitude played 
into my tendency to defer to women in this 
lifetime, especially powerful ones. Since this is an 
artefact of  a past lives attitude, I eventually 

changed it by restoring my self-worth. Thus, I 
acquired the inner resources to be autonomous, to 
have resources to do what I wanted and to defend 
what belonged to me. (Emphasised by Moon 
opposed Neptune in Houses 1 and 7 square the 
Sun in the 4th house in MNH; (Bruno and Louise 
Huber The Planets, p. 181)  and Sun in the 2nd 
House in the Natal chart.) 

I strived to learn and deal with inner conflict 
through tireless action. Themes dealing with 
women, disappointment meeting or not meeting 
my emotional needs for love and understanding 
with the “Neptune factor” present in all three 
charts were confronted. Eventually, by actively 
solving temperament differences with my wife of  
40 years and other relationships I have achieved 
and will continue to work on respect, love and 
belonging of  others in this lifetime. (In the 
House chart the Moon is part of  an Achievement 
Square figure that is located on the balance point 
of  the 4th house.) 
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Aspect Patterns 

My dual nature was emphasised as I put energy 
into my inner life of  dreams and astrology 
contrasting it with the empirical-based thinking in 
my professional and public life. In the MNH 
Moon occupies the red-blue corner of  a double 
Ambivalence figure; the Sun is at the apex of  an 
Achievement triangle in the 4th house as part of  a 
Double Ambivalence figure with quincunx; the 
blue aspects of  this Double Ambivalence figure 
are in the 3rd thinking quadrant. 

The archetype of  Adventurer and Artist in past 
lives was reinforced by my strong will and I 
achieved dominance and advantage over rivals and 
a stability in my identity, probably as a seafarer. I 
have always loved the sea and my good sense of  
direction on land and sea expanded my “Scout” 
sub-personality. I used my intellect to engage in 
debates with adversaries when threatened. But I 
would always return home where I could defend 
my family with a pugnacity that won the day. This 
is reflected in the Double Ambivalence figure with 
quincunx. MNH with both Moon and Sun 
conjunct Jupiter in Cardinal Personality positions 
in 1st and 4th houses, respectively and Mercury and 
Mars conjunct at the cusp of  the 4th house.  

My professional life 

In this current life I spent two years as a Peace 
Corps volunteer in Oman. After that experience, I 
thought that I would eventually work in a capacity 
as a government ambassador working for the US 
State department. My travels were a driving force 
in my young adulthood. Going to Brazil, living in 
Ghana and West Africa and Oman; traveling 
through western Europe, India and the Middle 
East took precedence over staying home. This 
wanderlust was predisposed by the MNH 
Representative aspect figure. Through the Search 
triangle in that figure, I was able to understand the 
plight of  foreign countries and their political, 
religious and economic development. In fact, I 
wrote an unpublished book, Letters from Oman: The 
Divisive Journey in which I took aim at the Ford and 
Carter administrations dealings with Iran; I was 
criticising their ignorance in not giving more 
respect and authority to the Mullahs (theocracy) in 
their negotiations with the Shah in 1973- 1980. 
The Sun at the lowest point of  the MNH is the 
‘Achilles heel’ of  the Achievement figure and 
eventually softened my determination, making me 
more self-critical and self-aware. I knew an 
ambassadorship position required personal and 
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political connections which I did not have. I 
eventually was disposed to hold back those goals for 
government service and became a background 
figure who worked behind the scenes advocating 
for the sovereignty of  Middle Eastern countries. I 
have always felt strong entrainment to the 
wandering, nomadic Arab l i festy le and 
identification with the Bedouin people. I could 
have remained a wanderer but I came back to 
Huntingdon, Pennsylvania, got married and went 
back to graduate school. It wasn’t until I was 38 
that I developed a more secure occupational 
identity as a psychotherapist which was prompted 
by having a family to provide for materially.  

Saturn and security needs 

Saturn is unaspected in the MNH and is a 
stressed planet in the 8th house. This points to the 
fact that in my adulthood out on my own, I felt 
deprived of  protection and security expending 
energy on debts to partners (especially my family) 
and my ego need to develop my own philosophy 
of  life. I worried about harsh judgements coming 
from the partners in this lifetime. I had a distinct 
fear of  punishment which was imaginary but was 
projected onto others. I didn’t want my colleagues 
in my profession to know that I was an astrologer. 
I feared I would lose my professional license if  
authorities knew so I did secret research in 
Astrological Psychology. I feared professional 
authorities through clinical-board action would 
censor me for studying and applying astrology to 
my work with clients. So I grabbed onto occult 

knowledge through astrological 
studies and kept these separate from 
my public professional life as a 
clinical social worker. My guilty 
emotions were magnified out of  
proportion. I came into this lifetime 
predisposed for distorting and 
projecting that people would 
deceive me and feeling little sense 
of  security with partners. I was 
prone to the illusion that I had to 
get ahold of  all the safety and 
security I could. Even in my 
childhood years, I held onto our 
family status and our social position 
in the small town in which we lived 
and fantasised that we were wealthy. 

That was how strong the fear of  loss preoccupied 
me. My Moon placement in the Natal Chart 
occupying the 4th house reinforced this reality.  

Through past lives’ psychological prejudices, I 
deceived myself, possessing the attitude that my 
needs for belonging and security could not be met 
through normal means. Although in this lifetime I 
did not know what the normal means were. My 
father was an alcoholic and my mother had a 
rescue complex which resulted in a dysfunctional 
family situation. But the bright spots can be found 
in hidden talents when I finally identified my 
occupational identity as a psychotherapist. I 
discovered I could empathise with clients and was 
quite effective as an advocate for women trapped 
in bad relationships. (In the MNH I had a Small 
Talent triangle with Neptune at the apex in the 7th 
house sextile Pluto and North Node as part of  
the larger Kite figure.) 

Natal and House charts 

Eventually through introspection and study in my 
occupation I corrected my emotional delusions by 
awareness of  the Natal and House charts’ 
positions of  both my Saturn’s. I have, in my Natal 
chart, a mental filter on self-expression forged by 
a discipline that protects and supports my growth 
and development. Awakened in me were ethical 
values that grounded me professionally and 
personally to control shadow-based desires and 
illusions. Due to my House chart development, I 
learned to use opportunities to meet my 
emotional need for belonging with a disciplined 
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and protective teacher (my mother). As a school 
teacher, my mother taught me to study and 
analyse literature. My identity eventually 
assimilated ethical principles and I disciplined 
myself  to adhere to boundaries around personal 
and professional relationships which was a great 
learning. Even though I had dreams of  breaking 
boundaries and unconscious complexes (see my 
work on Fagin, my shadow, in my book Dreams 
and Astrological Psychology), I was devoted to the 
higher mind reinforced by inspiration, occult 
knowledge and by my faith in God. (9th house 
Saturn trine Node in 5th; Pluto 
stressed before the 9th house in 
Natal chart; House chart Venus 
in 1st trine to Saturn; Moon 
quincunx Saturn; Sagittarius 
ascendant conjunct Venus and 
Neptune semi-sextile Saturn 
sextile Uranus.) 

In 2014, when I retired from 
my official capacity as Chief  of  
Social Work in a Veteran 
Affairs Hospital, I overcame 
my Saturn insecurity from 
cumulative past lives and 
published my book, Dreams and 
Astrological Psychology and in 
2017 I published my second 
book, Life Passages. As the 
words and concepts poured 
out of  me, I attained a degree 
of  integration, self-realisation 
and stability in my identity that 
surpassed any of  my previous 
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s . M y 
emotional blossoming and 
transcendence from fears of  censure shows the 
restrictive power of  entrainment from cumulative 
past lives and the ultimate liberation from karma. 
I learned about my good aspects with Saturn in 
my House Chart that served to calm my feelings 
of  being threatened. I was true to ethical values 
of  my profession with client’s ‘informed consent’ 
being a foundation principle of  my work going 
forward. Now I had the confidence that I could 
defend myself, even if  I was doubted in my sound 
judgements about the value of  astrology in the 
psychological development of  my clients (Saturn 
in the 9th house in my Natal chart).  

The archetype of  the Adventurer and Artist still 
persists and motivates me from my hidden side. 
Mental filters are now in place; I have learned to 
address ethical conflicts, cemented by the 
Crossing point 2 of  Radical AP/Moon Node AP 
in the 9th house in 1998, which prompted my 
decision to leave employment as clinical director 
of  a partial hospitalisation programme for the 
severely mentally ill in March 1998. I was expected 
by the management to commit Medicare fraud by 
falsifying the records of  my patients so that larger 
payments to the company I worked for could be 

made. Instead I stood on 
solid ethical values, sought 
legal advice and resigned 
from that post.  

That MNH unaspected 
Saturn in the 8th house 
contributed to my illusions 
of  insecur i ty and my 
prevalent Moon-opposite-
Neptune projections. For a 
long time I felt that I would 
a t t r a c t c e n s u r e a n d 
deception. Although I never 
received even the hint of  
reprimand; in fact, I gained 
a reputation as a successful 
psychotherapist. What I 
thought were enemies were 
only windmills of  my mind. 
Thus, my story is evidence 
of  the power of  illusions, 
fears and self- deception 
coming from the shadow 
of  MNH. Awareness of  
and eventual withdrawal of  

these projections and the building of  sound 
ethical values consciously  developed and guided 
my life’s path - through House and Natal chart 
developments. This life has been a long and 
fruitful journey from the inside out.  

    

      ¤ ¤ ¤ ¤ ¤  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Albert Einstein 

by Barry Hopewell 

It seems to me that Age 
Progression is particularly 
helpful in trying to make 
sense of  our lives, which we 
do by telling stories. So 
when I read a biography it 
is helpful to at the same 
time take a look at the person's birth chart, and 
particularly the age progression. Here, while 
reading Walter Isaacson's biography Einstein: His 
Life and Universe, I took a parallel look at Einstein's 
birth chart. I've considered the chart overall, his 
ideas, his existential circumstances and his more 
personal life.  

First look at the chart 

In a chart interpretation it is usual to first take in 
the whole chart. Here the chart seems to be 
orchestrated by Uranus, as some sort of  tension 
ruler deep in the collective near the IC, 
orchestrating a huge panoply of  planets in a sort 
of  umbrella, apart from the separate Venus/
Moon trine and unaspected Neptune.  

The Balance Point Jupiter/Uranus opposition on 
the 3/9 thinking axis seems very apt for the 
development of  revolutionary ideas, especially as 
the only other red aspect goes to transforming 
Pluto – indeed it looks as if  Uranus-Pluto might 
want to complete the Efficiency Triangle, so could 
be very energetic in trying to do so. 

The ‘umbrella’ leaks into the tenth house, and 
here we find a strong Aries Saturn/Mercury 
conjunction and a perhaps milder Sun (being in 
Pisces). Perhaps these are the power houses that 
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help make Einstein an influential leader of  men’s 
ideas. 

Ideas 

Einstein is of  course famed for his ideas, and for 
his promulgation of  several revolutions in physics 
– in quantum theory, special and 
general relativity, optics, and 
other fields. His aptitude, 
originality and refusal to follow 
accepted thinking were all 
apparent by the age of  14, as 
AP passed by revolutionary 
Uranus and made contact with 
the Projection Triangle with 
Mercury/Saturn and the North 
Node. Indeed, Einstein is used 
as the main example of  a 
Projection Triangle in Bruno & 
Louise Huber's Aspect Pattern 
Astrology, so I will not go into 
this in depth here.  

There is of  course also a connection via 
opposition to Jupiter. As the Hubers point out, 
were Jupiter connected to Mercury/Saturn by 
semi-sextile this would be a Striving Figure, which 
would potentially represent greater ambition. But 
in an intellectual sense Einstein was always super 
ambitious in that his ideas were usually different 
and right, so we could also regard this as the 
characteristic of  an incomplete Striving Figure.  

Because of  the revolutionary nature of  his 
thinking, Einstein was not acceptable to general 
academia. He was eventually lucky to find a post 
with the Swiss Patent Office in 1902, where he 
worked not only on patents but on researching 
and developing his own ideas. This eventually led 
to Einstein's annus mirabilis in 1905, when he 
published 5 major papers that were to 
revolutionise that many areas of  physics, including 
quantum theory and special relativity. During 
those special years at the patent office AP was 
opposite first the unaspected Neptune and then 
transformatory Pluto. It is also approaching the 
square to the Uranus-Jupiter opposition already 
mentioned. The combination of  these planets 
seems just so appropriate for such a far-reaching 
revolution in human thinking. 

Einstein's revolutions did not stop there. He 
strived for a more complete description of  the 
universe. The climax of  his contribution perhaps 
came with the publication of  his theory of  
General Relativity as AP went over the DC, which 
also signalled recognition by the world. He was 

now accepted as a great thinker, 
which was recognised by a 
Nobel prize as AP again 
contac ted the Pro jec t ion 
Triangle at the North Node. 

It is quite remarkable that, after 
this time, Einstein himself  had 
increasing difficulty in accepting 
new ideas being developed by 
his Quantum Theory colleagues. 
This was most notably the case 
with Werner Heisenberg's 
Uncertainty Principle, whereby we 
cannot at the same time know 
both the position and the 

momentum of  a particle – there is no certainty. 
This elicited Einstein's famous quote that “God 
does not play dice with the universe”. As AP 
approached the Uranus opposition there came the 
famous Solvay conferences where he debated with 
his quantum peers, but failed to deflect them from 
their path. Einstein's ideas were being built upon, 
but he now appeared to be in the vanguard of  the 
resistance – and Saturn lies on the screen of  the 
Projection Triangle! He subsequently worked 
without great success on his own projects to find 
a 'universal field theory', with a number of  
collaborators, until his death. 

Existential 

Another aspect of  Einstein's teenage Uranian 
reaction against authority was the family's move 
from Germany to live in Switzerland and 
Einstein's renunciation of  German citizenship in 
1896 to avoid military service for the increasingly 
militant state. It was not until AP was approaching 
the DC and his fame was beginning to grow that 
he was offered an academic post in Berlin, and so 
returned to Germany.  

After 1921, now in the 8th house and at the screen 
of  the Projection triangle, Einstein's fame made 
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him an international figure. He travelled 
extensively and became well known across Europe 
and in the US. 

In 1933, with the Nazi's now in power, it became 
clear that Einstein the Jew could not return to 
Germany. He was offered refugee status and 
academic posts in the US and lived the rest of  his 
life there – another transformation as AP was 
approaching Piscean Sun and the Sun/Pluto/
Mars Talent Triangle. 

As AP transited Neptune, Einstein was involved 
with other senior scientists in warning President 
Roosevelt of  the danger that Germany might be 
first to build an atomic bomb, which was all too 
real for the German Jewish emigrées. The result 
was the Manhattan project, which eventually led 
to the bombing of  Hiroshima and Nagasaki. In 
later life Einstein had regrets for what went 
against his Piscean pacifist principles: "I made one 
great mistake in my life—when I signed the letter 
to President Roosevelt recommending that atom 
bombs be made; but there was some justification
—the danger that the Germans would make 
them..." 

Soon after this, in 1940, Einstein became a US 
citizen, and a year or two later AP again made 
contact by square aspect with the Projection 
Triangle – a sort of  fruition for this now 
celebrated individual. 

Personal 

Around the first crossing point and the AP 
opposition to Venus (which is trine Moon), 
Einstein had a great affair with fellow scientist 
and collaborator Mileva Marić. They lost a son 
but eventually married in 1903 and had two 
further children. In 1914, on the return to Berlin, 
Mileva discovered that Einstein's greater attraction 
was for his cousin Elsa. After this, Mileva and the 
children lived separately, and the couple divorced 
5 years later. In 1916 AP was square Venus. 
Einstein married Elsa in 1919. Strangely, Elsa died 
in 1936 at the second crossing point and Venus 
conjunction.  

The association of  the loves of  his life with Venus 
seems appropriate. A cycle of  love found and lost 
is repeated from the AP-Venus opposition to the 
square and then from the square to the 
conjunction. 

The book Astrological Psychology: The Huber Method 
identifies the crossing points as turning points in 
life, and this was certainly the case here for 
Einstein’s personal life. The close association 
between these two main loves of  his life and the 
crossing points with the AP of  the Moon Node 
Chart may also suggest some sort of  karmic 
connection with them.  

Einstein was also a very good self-taught violin 
player, a passion that developed from age 13 with 
AP coming to the Uranus conjunction – another 
side of  a character that was self-developed and 
refused to follow the norms of  society. 

When Einstein died in 1955 the AP was 
approaching the South Node and opposition to 
Mars, which would reconnect again with the 
energies of  the Projection Triangle . It was a full 
cycle of  the chart from the equivalent first such 
connection in his childhood, which seems 
somehow appropriate. 

Reflection 

The correlations of  the key events and stages of  
Einstein's life with his birth chart and its age 
progression seem to make sense and help to 
illuminate and understand the story of  his life.  

In terms of  age progression, the appropriate 
planetary and aspect pattern qualities seem to be 
around at periods corresponding to critical events 
in Einstein's life. That's all we can say, really. 
There's no suggestion of  causality. 

¤ ¤ ¤ ¤ ¤ 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Completing the Stage Figure 

 by Wanda Smit 

In my e-book, One Cosmic Day, I 
wrote the following about the 
Incomplete Stage Figure in my 

chart:  

“Together, the Search Figure and Irritation 
Triangle form an incomplete Stage Figure; 
‘incomplete’ as there is no long green aspect 
linking Saturn and Mercury. When such an aspect 
is missing, the Hubers believe, the chart owner 
could strain to set it up. In my case, this resulted 
in the unconscious effort to make a connection 
between Mercury and Saturn; in the urge to 
idealise personal partners by seeing them as 
archetypes: my mentor I saw as Apollo and 
Hephaistos, my confidant as Osiris, my lovers as 
Theseus and Hades, and my relationship with my 
mother as akin to that of  Persephone and 
Demeter.  

“This behaviour is an accurate reflection of  the 
Hubers’ description of  this aspect structure. ‘The 
Stage Figure knows many bit parts… It classifies 
each person that it has understood in its 

anthology of  human roles and stores every detail.’ 
(Aspect Pattern Astrology, p.245) 

“With the highly charged antagonism between 
Saturn and Mars conjunct Venus running on the 
Encounter Axis, the stage was set for endless 
tussles in the outer world. Every time the planets 
concerned were activated by the AP through a red 
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aspect, be it a conjunction, square or opposition, 
another act in the play would unfold with Cupid’s 
Valley, the farm where I grew up, as Act 1 in “The 
Play of  my Life”. 

“The curtains on Act 2 were raised when my AP 
conjoined Uranus which is linked to Venus (1972) 
thus sparking the conflict in the dramatic plot 
when I realised, in Switzerland, that I wasn’t 
‘marriage material.’ This was followed by Act 3 
when my AP encountered Saturn (1989), leading 
to the climax which would reach devastating 
emotional peaks in Act 4 when my AP crossed the 
Moon in Scorpio (1995) and I left my Arcadia and 
headed for hell at the low point of  the 8th house. 

"Fortunately, the denouement would be extending 
over a period of  24 years - the period it will take 
the AP to move from the Moon in the 8th house 
to Mercury in the 12th house - giving me sufficient 
time to recoup my energy and gather my thoughts 
before the curtains fall on Act 5 in 2019 when my 
AP transits Mercury, who will – hopefully – 
deliver an insightful epilogue.”  

Being at that point in my life now, I realise that 
Mercury will have to wait for Mars and Venus to 
have their say when my AP conjoins them when I 
am 74 and 76, before a suitable epilogue can be 
written. My Mercury was always aware of  Mars 
who was hand in hand with Venus: Hephaistos 
and Artemis, a couple not found in any other 
myth but my own. Perhaps the Mars/Venus 
conjunctions and Saturn opposition, initially 
during my terrible twos and again in my seventies, 
might be worthy of  a curtain call if, of  course, the 
leading lady is still around. 

On the other hand, why see the play when the 
picture of  the Adriatic Sea says it all? I first saw 
that scene when I was 14, with my mother and 
stepfather who came from where I took that 
photo. Last year, more than half  a century later, I 
saw it for the last time in my life. It coincided with 
my Age Point  meeting up with Mercury. Ever 
since then, I have been carrying a soul-aching 
nostalgia in me. Why do I feel so intensely about 
that landscape? 

In her book Train to Trieste, Dominca Radulesca 
writes about her longing for Romania once she 
had fled to Italy and eventually found refuge in 
America. It is the most beautiful description of  
longing and yearning – of  the quincunx – I have 
come across in my reading. Explaining the word 
dor to her when she’s too young to grasp it, her 
father says: “It means something like a longing, 
like a yearning you can’t explain and you don’t 
know why you have it. It hits you when you look 
at certain landscapes and listen to certain 
music…” 

At last I have completed the Stage Figure! My 
longing has created the quincunx linking Mercury 
in Aquarius and Saturn in Libra: that yearning for 
graciousness embodied by my mother who was a 
Libran and a grand lady in her way. Not without 
the occasional irritation that was fortunately over 
soon and never held against anyone. Triggered, 
perhaps, by the fiery opposition of  her assertive 
daughter, who was simply acting out her Venus in 
Aries in the 1st house.  This opposition formed 
the foundation of  the Stage Figure in my 
consciousness, of  what was happening under the 
stage of  the individual sphere, giving cues to the 
actors in their play of  my life. 

Almost two years after my mother’s death and one 
year after I last saw that landscape, I am still 
longing for Saturn in all her Libran graciousness: 
for Beauty of  Soul. 

Sitting at a café on the Grand Canal in Trieste 
where James Joyce had spent 16 years of  his life, I 
saw a T-shirt with one of  his quotes which read: 
“My soul is in Trieste.” 

Of  course! That photo is not of  a landscape, 
but of  a soulscape. 

¤ ¤ ¤ ¤ ¤
Forth-Coming Attraction 
The Large Talent Triangle. I trust when my 
consciousness encounters the Sun on a low-
point in the 12th house at the end of  2020 my 
talent will be revealed to me. But first this fish 
has to dive to the lowest, darkest depths. 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The Cosmic Playground 

by Joyce Hopewell 

Staying with family in Houston, 
Texas, I went a long to my 
granddaughter’s school carnival 
where there were sideshows, rides 
and activities galore. As the event was held on the 
school’s field the children were able to use the large 
playground equipment. Watching my 4 year old 
grandson clambering up a ladder to a platform, one 
of  the panels caught my eye. 

It was a simple plan of  the solar system, complete 
with Pluto, which scientists downgraded to a dwarf  
planet several years ago. I was delighted to see that 
Pluto on this cosmic panel had apparently not been 
excluded. I’d noticed all evidence of  its existence had 
been erased from displays and models at the Jodrell 
Bank Observatory in Cheshire when I visited a few 
years ago. In Houston, though, it was still there, 
influencing and gracing the education of  the children 
at this elementary school. 

Of  course, Pluto’s presence and influence can’t be 
removed or expunged whether it’s an “official” planet 
or not. Astrologically it stays; the astronomers can do 

as they please! Musing on this transpersonal planet, I 
fell to thinking once again about its current journey 
through the sign of  Capricorn. I’ve been keeping an 
eye on manifestations of  Pluto since it entered 
Capricorn in 2008. Remember the MPs expenses 
scandal? Many revelations came to light of  the 
flaunting of  Parliamentary rules which demand that 
honourable members declare their expenses. Many of  
them didn’t and were found out. 

Capr icorn is the s ign of  the t radi t ional 
“establishment” - of  governments, businesses, 
corporations, institutions, traditionally held structures 
and long-founded set ups of  that nature. Pluto’s 
journey through Capricorn was always likely to stir up 
and bring to light what was false, rickety, dodgy, and 
shored up by less-than-honourable means. Pluto – 
expressed on its lowest level – is the planet of  power-
laden, manipulative behaviour. At this level those 
who wield it demand adherence to strict rules and 
behaviour: domination and authoritarian dictatorship 
comes to mind, and here I think of  fundamentalist 
regimes and the recent rise of  the hard right in the 
UK and several European countries. There are 
echoes here of  the1930's, when fascism was on the 
rise and Pluto was in Cancer, the opposite sign to 
Capricorn. 

On a personal level Pluto can bring to light the 
hidden, murky stuff  of  the depths within us, but in 
this article I’m focussing more on the mundane, 
global manifestations of  this planet. Meddling with 
elections, the transmission of  false news, and the lies 
told by leading individuals in the Brexit referendum 
campaign have all come to light in the last few years. 
Pluto shines a laser beam on what is not true. Watch 
this space; Pluto remains in Capricorn until 2024. 

We’re moving into a period of  disturbingly turbulent 
times around the world, not just here in the UK with 
the current (as I write this - April 2019) Brexit fiasco, 
or in the US, where ever more revelations of  Trump’s 
dodgy doings are revealed. Will he eventually be 
impeached? Pluto must surely have a hand in events 
here; the muck keeps rising to the surface. Trump 
was the one who wanted to “drain the swamp”, but 
not his own swamp! 
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Let’s not forget that on a personal level, Pluto’s goal 
– at it’s highest level – is the perfect being. Focussing on 
this goal is something we can all aim for, seeking to 
encourage and bring out the best in ourselves and 
others, channelling what is good, harmless and 
beneficial for humanity as a whole, bringing a little 
Neptune – currently in Pisces – into the world at the 
same time. Whilst Pluto seeks to refine us to be 
perfect beings, Neptune’s mission is for the 
expression of  perfect love. 

What else is out and about in the cosmic playground? 
Uranus entered the sign of  Taurus in May 2018, 
keeping one foot in Aries for a brief  time as it went 
retrograde in December before moving fully into 
Taurus in March 2019. Hmmm…there’s food for 
thought…..two earth signs occupied by potentially 
unsettling, change-oriented transpersonal energies. 
Could Pluto and Uranus be in cahoots?  

While Pluto gets on with the cleansing work in 
Capricorn, Uranus makes its way though Taurus, the 
sign strongly connected with the environment and 
with the Earth itself  and all its substance and bounty. 
What has emerged in the past few months, becoming 
more main stream as each day goes by, is a major 
focus on all matters environmental, but it’s taken the 
young people of  the world to get things moving. 
School strikes demanding action on climate change, 
initiated by 16 year old Greta Thunberg in Sweden, 
are now happening in many countries around the 
world as more and more young people speak up and 
reach out to politicians to demand they turn their 
attention and energies toward solving what is a global 
environmental emergency. It’s their future that’s at 
stake. 
Uranus, so often associated with revolution and 
rebellion, is paradoxically seeking greater security. 
The old ways of  doing things have to be overturned, 
thrown out, changed and reinvented. Uranus seeks 
the perfect world and this can only come into being by 
breaking up and discarding the old ways which have 
ceased to work for the benefit of  all. New forms of  
security have to be invented and implemented, with 
the answers found in scientific research. If  you saw 

or heard Greta speak to the Extinction Rebellion 
demonstrators in London over Easter before going 
on to speak to UK politicians and leaders (but sadly 
not our [ex-] Prime Minister, who was empty-chaired 
as she didn’t show), you may recall that her message 
was and is that we must listen to what scientists are 
telling the world about climate change. We need 
action from governments. The science is there, the 
knowledge is there as it has been for at least 30 years, 
and time is running short. We have to use it, act on it. 

The creative intelligence of  Uranus can be harnessed 
to improve, protect and perfect the environment and 
the substance of  our world. I guess it’s down to all of  
us to do what we can in our own way, whether it’s 
taking part in peaceful demonstrations, gluing or 
chaining ourselves to things, as the Suffragettes did, 
or simply being more proactive and aware about the 
way we live our lives. Basing our choice on the 
scientific evidence, we can eat, buy and travel more 
responsibly, and with greater awareness. 

The graffiti artist Banksy got it right when he left one 
of  his iconic images at a site in London which had 
b e e n o c c u p i e d by E x t i n c t i o n Re b e l l i o n 
demonstrators. The small child plants seeds of  

revolution and change, and the slogan reads: From this 
moment despair ends and tactics begin. 

That has a distinct Uranian ring to it. And that’s 
where we’re at right now. 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Astrology and Depth Psychology, 
Part 4 The Moon-Saturn Issue 

by Wolfhard König 

Translated by Heather Ross 
(part) and by Google (part); 
edited by Barry Hopewell 

The previous article (Astrology 
and Depth Psychology, Part 3 
Conjunction 70) dealt mainly with 
the task of  Saturn in the 
psychic birth (or demarcation) of  the child. We saw 
how critical the help of  the Saturn mother is in the 
construction of  the child’s boundaries. We will now 
explore in more detail the separate differentiation 
and developmental stages. 

1. The Differentiation Phase (age 6 – 12 
months) 

This is when the real psychic birth takes place, 
where physical differentiation and physical 
boundaries are authentically perceived and 
understood. As a reaction to the boundary-setting 

of  the mother and driven by increasing personal 
motor vitality, the child begins to separate herself, 
tries to get away from the mother, to crawl away, to 
wriggle free from the mother’s arms and to stare 
attentively at the surroundings (the ‘rest of  the 
world’). Saturn as the boundary-setter dominates 
here. 

2. The Practice Phase (age 12 – 24 months) 

The child now tries to deepen, consolidate and 
develop his boundaries. He puts into practice what 
he has learnt of  his ability to separate in order to 
make it a permanent feature of  his psyche. His 
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main priority is to learn how to separate. He has 
hitherto experienced separations rather passively, 
just accepted them, and now wants to be able to 
actively execute them himself. He widens his 
sphere of  action, crawls and runs away from the 
mother, starts to find games of  hide and seek 
particularly enjoyable or funny. 

At the same time, the child now places great value 
on controlling proximity-distance regulation, soon 
determining for himself  when and for how long he 
is away from mother, and when he wants to return 
to her. However, critically, the mother has to be 
present in all these games and playing her part 
(with no intention of  separating herself), otherwise 
the child will be too anxious.  

For he does not yet want to be too far away. This is 
best illustrated by Donald Winnicott: the mother 
should be ‘present’ like an aircraft carrier, available 
in theory – and the child can practise taking off  
and landing as he wants without running the risk 
of  a separation he is unable to cope with. And he 
can try to feel out and get to know his own rhythm 
of  proximity and distance. At the same time, the 
child starts to attach greater importance to other 
family members, such as father and siblings, and 
begins to view them as alternatives to the 
relationship with his mother. He therefore does not 
see them any longer primarily as other mothers, as 

a kind of  additional mothering, but as third parties, 
and the relationship with them should make him 
more independent of  his mother. Mars and the 
Sun start to make their presence felt here. Being 
able to push away, try to get away from mother, 
purposefully reaching out to others, out into the 
world (so-called early triangulation). 

3.Rapprochement Crisis – age 18 – 24 
months 

This can often be a time of  crisis in the child’s 
development. Her second birthday is approaching 
and she has in the meantime had so much practice 
at separation and individuation that they have to 
some extent become ingrained. She now faces the 
result of  these endeavours, realises the separateness 
and is scared, becomes in a way afraid of  her own 
courage. She perceives the (psychological/
emotional) separation that has taken place and 
longs for security and reminisces about the Moon 
and the Symbiosis phase. 

Many mothers are very surprised when after a 
phase of  forced independence their children 
suddenly ‘regress’, become clingy again and stick to 
the mother, revert to being anxious again on 
separation. It is not a regression though, but 
another step in the conscious confrontation and 
learning to deal with separation. Just like ‘Little 
Hans’, who strides out bravely into the big wide 
world as though nothing could stop him, but then 
turns around and suddenly realises how far away 
from home he is, and is frightened. 

Astrologically speaking, this is when Moon and 
Saturn are finding common ground, the conflicting 
desires for individuation and security are being 
integrated and the pull of  the nest and the 
stimulative character of  the world (Balint) 
combined. After the complete proximity of  the 
symbiosis phase (Moon) and the effective 
boundary-setting of  the psychic birth (Saturn), 
now is the time to find a sustainable balance 
between proximity and distance, the first stable, 
balanced relationship. 

4. Consolidation Phase Age 24 – 36 
months 

The third year of  life now serves mainly 
consolidation, stabilisation, maturing and 
embedding of  the acquired skills and development 
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stages. In this respect, this phase is also markedly 
Saturnine in character. From this consolidation 
develops what Mahler calls ‘Object Constancy’, the 
capacity for stable and deep relationships. Someone 
who is still overly (albeit unconsciously) 
conditioned by Paradise fantasies may flit from one 
relationship to another, constantly in search of  the 
‘best’ partner. The primary concern of  anyone who 
is too stuck in boundary-setting efforts will be 
boundaries and autonomy, and they will be loath to 
get involved in a (dangerous) relationship, 
preferring to remain alone. 

Object constancy is the result of  the ability to 
achieve a good balance in proximity-distance 
regulation. A consequence of  the acquired 
separation ability is someone who knows and is 
sure that they can withstand separation. They can 
allow themselves to enter a relationship without 
being overly anxious. 

From the psychic birth we leave the field of  one-
person psychology (Balint), that period when the 
infant still lives as one with the mother, with only a 
rudimentary perception of  the world and its 
differences. There are now two separated objects: 
child and mother, I and You, which confront one 
another but are also joined together in relationship. 
(There is actually a kind of  trinity: I, You and The 
Relationship). In Balint’s terms, we are in the area 
of  two-person psychology, for which Saturn has 
contributed the decisive factor. Separation and 
distinction are attained and the personal boundary 
is established, but the relative sizes and power 

structures are clear: a dominating mother and a 
probably still dependent child.  

The child becomes increasingly aware of  this 
dependency and to experience it (in the symbiosis 
phase it was much more dependent but 
unconsciously). I call this the phase of  ‘slave 
psychology’. The relationship between mother and 
child resembles the relationships between master 
and slave. Unconditional loyalty often characterises 
such a relationship and further separation steps can 
easily be termed ‘treason’. Now Saturn itself  
becomes a firm, steadying, controlling figure. This 
is a dependency psychology and even if  there is 
defiance the child must eventually comply. When 
later partner relationships follow this Saturn-Moon 
constellation, we are usually dealing with anxious 
attachment and a possessive mentality. Real 
abandonment then often causes jealousy dramas, 
sometimes with fatal consequences. ‘Betrayal’ is not 
tolerated and the end of  this relationship is 
experienced as a loss. (The Saturn ideal is a stable 
relationship built to last for eternity.)  

Either people then tend to remain in such slave 
relationships, often for a lifetime, (e.g. the 
henpecked husband or the woman-child, etc.) or a 
new developmental step must be taken, to the Sun, 
to the father, to the third person, i.e. a step beyond 
Saturn. Only via such a triangulation can the slave 
mentality be outgrown. However, before we (in the 
next part of  this article series) deal with the third 
main planet, the Sun, and examine the 
Triangulation Phase in more detail, we will focus 
on a key Moon-Saturn conflict. 
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Neptune-Moon – The Paradise World 

The clash of  the Moon- (and/or Neptune-) world 
and the Saturn world is a lmost a lways 
incomparably violent/powerful/intense, more than 
any other later conflict in the life of  every person. 
It existentially gets right to the core and reaches 
deep inside. Why? Where the Moon and Neptune 
are concerned, people’s dream and romantic worlds 
always involve grand ideals, grand desires, 
grandiose utopias. The ‘Paradise World’ (see 
Astrology and Depth Psychology, Part 2 in 
Conjunction 69), the innermost, most important pipe 
dream of  people (key component of  all human 
mythologies) is at stake and likewise the desire for 
complete, unconditional love, total merging and 
understanding. This is ultimately about whether 
these desires are unrealistically Utopian (Neptune), 
or based on reality (Saturn). With Saturn one 
comes down to Earth and reality, as one aims for 
what is possible and real. 

Utopian Worlds of  Faith and Hope 

Where there is a fundamentalist commitment to 
the absolute, undiminished ideal, hoping for the 
salvation provided by the Utopia, we find ourselves 
unexpectedly in the area of  Faith and the hope of  
salvation and so have finally left the ground of  
psychology and astrology. Such Faith and Hope 
worlds (important as they may be) and the world 
of  reality are at odds here and have been 
antagonistic since time immemorial. 

On one side, always the religions, certain esoteric 
cults and political persuasions (insofar as they have 
the character of  Faiths, such as Marxism, which 
assumes the eventual, inevitable liberation of  
mankind by the effect of  the objective laws of  
history). On the other side, the natural sciences, 
depth psychology, and probably also astrology, as 
far as they are pragmatic and empirically oriented. 
But let us not go deeply into these issues – we are 
just hinting at how their origins relate to this 
Saturn/Neptune conflict. 

The story of  Don Quixote 

The clash of  the Moon-Neptune World and the 
Saturn World (actually the Saturn-Sun World, the 
reality to symbolise adult people) is impressively 
described in Miguel de Cervantes’ novel Don 
Quixote. Don Quixote is an impoverished country 

nobleman in 17th century Spain. He lives on the 
decaying wealth of  his parents and faces hard 
work, dealing with poverty and a possibly difficult 
reorientation to a changing world (the transition to 
scientific technical ages). Whether he succeeds in 
saving the family estate from decay is still in the 
stars. The great, more glorious, and idealised time 
of  his family lies in the past, when they were 
respected nobles with a flourishing estate. In 
conflict with the difficult reality (Saturn) Don 
Quixote turns back, withdraws into a dream-wish 
world (Moon). Almost without contacts, living 
isolated in decaying surroundings, he devours 
chivalric romances and identifies with the glorious, 
noble figures in the literature. More and more he 
lives in this grandiose fantasy world of  the great 
knight. This dream moderates the bitterness of  
reality, and is useful in this sense, maybe even 
creative if  it could excite him to strive for his 
ideals.  

Dream world becomes reality 

Instead however, increasingly the dream world 
becomes the reality. Don Quixote rejects the actual 
reality, increasingly denies his true situation - and 
becomes convinced that he is a knight and living in 
a world (maybe in the 11th or 12th centuries), in 
which one needs knights, with him as knight. The 
dream world becomes Don Quixote’s perception 
of  reality. This is a typical Neptune effect, the 
beloved and desired ideal, overpowering, 
hallucinating. 

Don Quixote needs just a big, glorious, noble 
vocation - that is required for his sense of  value. So 
he gives in to the knight temptation, picks up a 
clapped-out horse, recruits his friend and servant 
Sancho Panza as squire, and goes off. He is Don 
Quixote - and he needs great tasks and the greatest 
love. He meets Dulcinea and descends into total 
idealised worship. His feelings are hardly returned, 
Dulcinea is actually a maid who was probably 
earlier used roughly by men or even abused. (There 
is a film adaptation, in which she is very easy going 
and by no means noble.) He hardly cares whether 
she goes along with his idealised notions and if  
anything develops between them – which for Don 
Quixote is only despicable reality. He is already on 
his Neptune trip. Ultimately he is so wrapped up in 
his private reality that he cannot effectively deal 
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with true reality (Saturn preserves himself  here as 
the shepherd of  the real). Reality is deadly. 

Confrontation with reality 

Because of  Don Quixote's antics, the real prince of  
his home region invites him to a feast (to provide a 
folkloric interlude). But Don Quixote sees himself  
finally recognised at the summit of  his career. 
Painfully, the two are worlds apart, the gap between 
them is not in the end bridgeable. The 
confrontation with reality, when he is cruelly 
laughed at by the audience, destroys Don Quixote’s 
illusions in one fell swoop, leading to his death, as 
if  his heart was broken, or should one rather say, 
his ideals/ illusions were broken? 

The wish-ideal-trip has become a journey without 
return (which also applies even today for some 
sects). There is also a late rescue attempt. A real 
friend can watch Don Quixote’s journey no more, 
and confronts him directly. But Don Quixote now 
experiences his friend as an enemy, and fights him. 
That is the tragedy of  such a dream world. 
Whoever disturbs the dream, albeit with goodwill 
and best intention, wanting to help, attacks the 
private reality, the perceived life essence of  the 
person concerned. This is often the final limit for 
every form of  seriously revealing depth 
psychology. 

Psychoanalysis 

Confrontation threatens such people who are 
looking for confirmation of  the dream world and 
often addicted to such confirmation. This is also 
for me the deeper and essential reason why 
psychoanalysis is often so feared, yes hated. The 
great merit of  Freud is to have created 
psychoanalysis, ultimately based on the principle of  
uncompromising orientation to reality, a consistent 
revealing and enlightening process. As with Don 
Quixote, that real friend can aim to be consistently 
revealing and indeed confrontational. But in the 
end, at least in the advanced stage, he cannot reach 
or help him any more. 

Ideal and reality 

It is paradoxical and tragic in Don Quixote’s case, 
where he joins forces with the other ‘knight’ 
creating a subculture, a group against the rest of  
the ‘unreasonable’ world, a negative ‘Esoteric Trip’. 
Unfortunately we see this happen again and again. 
The wish-ideal world of  a group becomes a creed 
shared by members of  the group, with their own 
private reality. 

Psychology can help with a therapeutic approach, 
dealing carefully with the core conflict, but aiming 
to strengthen the person to help to deal with it. 
Maybe a Don Quixote could at least accept this 
help. 

We are basically dealing with the conflict between 
the lunar Neptune World and the Saturn world, as 
mentioned before. Actually, this can be a fruitful 
tension between two worlds, a creative argument 
between ideals and reality. 

¤ ¤ ¤ ¤ ¤ 
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