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Editor’s Notes

This issue is dedicated to Louise Huber, 
following her passing in January. Some 
of you have taken the opportunity 
to say what she has meant for you. In 
particular, Pam Tyler takes us right back to her initial 
encounters with the Hubers and the subsequent 
formation of the English Huber School. Thanks 
to Sue Lewis’s translation, we also have Verena 
Bachmann’s interview with Louise in 2003.

In her Notes from the 12th House, Joyce 
Hopewell reflects on where our common enterprise 
might be going, now that the last of the original 
founders of astrological psychology is gone. 

We also have four further articles from regular 
contributors. John D.Grove looks at water dreams 
and transformation. Sue Lewis tests our boundaries 
in exploring the implications of the new dwarf planets 
for astrological psychology. Wanda Smit looks at the 
chart of Pablo Picasso, and also concludes the final 
part of the long-running story of Diana.
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The views expressed are 
those of the authors and 
do not necessarily reflect 
those of the Association.

CONGRATULATIONS!

The following students have successfully 
completed their studies:
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Duan Hang (China)

Foundation Course ‘I’
Emily Norman (USA) - with credit
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Rear Window
Notes from the 12th House

by Joyce Hopewell

In the classic 1954 Hitchcock 
thriller Rear Window, the main 
character, played by James Stewart, 
has a broken leg and is confined to a 
wheelchair positioned by the open 
window of his Greenwich Village 
apartment. From here he looks 
out on to a courtyard and several 
other apartments. A heat wave is 

in progress and he watches his neighbours who also 
have their windows open to keep cool. As an observer, 
he hears and sees circumstantial evidence of a murder 
and an ensuing drama unfolds. The action takes place 
primarily in the space where he is recovering, and this 
got me thinking about the 12th house, where I write 
these notes from (no, I’ve not got a broken leg, I’m 
not confined to barracks and I’m not spying on my 
neighbours!).

In classical, traditional astrology, the 12th house 
is associated, amongst other things, with hospitals, 
illness, confinement and old age. Associated as it also 
is with Pisces and ruling planet Neptune, it may be 
a place of confusion, nebulousness and uncertainty. 
With my own Age Point in this house and my 
relatively positive take on becoming more senior, I 
find that like the James Stewart character in the film 
I’m a perceptive observer, but one who is willing to 
participate and share my knowledge and experience if 
it helps others. Age Point-wise in the fourth quadrant 
of the chart I relate quite comfortably to the “Being” 
qualities of this psychological life phase.

Pondering what I could write about for this missive 
from the 12th house I went, in “observer” role, to 
check out exactly what the Hubers had to say in their 
book LifeClock about this phase of life. I was pleasantly 
surprised to recall what a positive and respectful attitude 
they had for life in the 12th house: “…we can adopt 
a spectator’s role and have fun joining in the game of 
life from the sidelines…remaining in circulation from 
a quiet window seat from which to watch the world’s 
comings and goings…” Not quite Rear Window, but 
the title of that film got me thinking, along with what 
Bruno and Louise had written about observing what 
was going on from a window.

I’ll use the analogy of a car here for APA as I want 
to touch on where we, as an organisation, are now as 
APA’s Age Point moves through the 6th house. A car 
has a rear window, side windows, a windscreen and a 
steering wheel. For many years I was in the driving seat, 

running APA, hands on the steering wheel and fully 
responsible for where the car went. From time to time 
I’d look in the rear view mirror and see how far we’d 
come but I had to concentrate on the driving so most 
of the time I looked through the windscreen. Now, 
as Principal Emeritus, I can sit on the back seat while 
others do the driving, but that doesn’t mean I don’t 
take note of the scenery and terrain. I’m not a back seat 
driver, but I do from time to time look ahead through 
the windscreen to where we, as an organisation, are 
heading. Right now, from my personal 12th house 
perspective I’m none too sure. Like me, many of the 
people involved in the running of APA - the tutors, 
the Trustees and the administrators of various aspects 
of the organisation - have their Age Point either in 
the 11th or 12th houses. A couple of them may still 
be somewhere in the 10th house, but that’s it. Pretty 
much all of us are in the fourth “Being” quadrant, and 
what the organisation needs to take it forward, is some 
good third quadrant energy, where “I” and “You” meet 
and interact. People with their Age Point in the 7th, 
8th and 9th houses. And how wonderful it would 
be if some of you would step forward and express an 
interest in the future of APA. Because YOU are the 
future - our organisation of which you are a member 
needs new blood, energy and commitment to carry it 
forward into a new phase. Could that be you?

If it could be you, and you’d like to know more, 
then please get in touch via your tutor or editor@
astrologicalpsychology.org. We’ll welcome your 
questions. I’m assuming here that you’re a member 
and probably a student of APA, but if none of you 
are interested or want to be more involved in an 
organisation which facilitates personal growth and 
offers plenty of interesting learning about your own 
chart, then be prepared for a bumpy ride ahead.

This is not the time to be gazing backwards 
through the rear window remembering what was and 
how things used to be; it’s time to look through the 
windscreen and focus on the road ahead.

¤ ¤ ¤ ¤ ¤

James Stewart (Trailer for Rear Window, Wikimedia Commons)
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On the blog
The following posts have appeared on the APA blog 
since Conjunction 64 was published. If you wish to 
follow any of the hyperlinks you should go to the online 
members’ version of Conjunction, where you can just 
click on the link.

Historic:

How did you get into Esotericism?

Extract from the interview Louise Huber gave 
to Verena Bachmann in 2003. Published in full 
elsewhere in the members' issue of Conjunction.
It had to be them

Extract from Pam Tyler's article about the early days 
with Bruno and Louise Huber. Published in full in 
the members' issue.
Family message to friends of Louise Huber

Message sent by the Huber family to friends of 
Louise Huber, including many members of APA 
and other astrologers. About the commemoration of 
Louise's passing.
Louise Huber 1924-2016

Announcement of the passing of Louise Huber. 
Louise was co-founder, along with husband Bruno, 
of the Astrological Psychology Institute (API) in 
Adliswil, Switzerland.

Astrological psychology related:

The Land of Green Magic or Neptune’s Gift

This piece by former API tutor Wendy Oak first 
appeared in an early issue of Conjunction. An 
experience when her Age Point crossed over Neptune 
shortly before my MC.
The Meaning and Value of a Horoscope Reading

What is the purpose of an astrological-psychological 
consultation, and what can you expect from it? This 
is an edited version of an article by Louise Huber, 
which was first published in the German-language 
magazine Astrolog, and can now be found in the 
book Astrolog 1: Life and Meaning.
The strange case of the Astrology Centre of 
America

Experience of the online astrological bookshop of 
the Astrology Centre of America. 

London Astrological Psychology Group

The London Astrological Psychology Group has 
been established for a number of years and meets 
in Battersea about once a month on Saturdays from 
2-5pm. This post is maintained with details of 
upcoming events.
Classical Indicators of Intelligence in the 
Horoscope

Bruno Huber summarises the three classical 
indicators of intelligence in the horoscope – 
Saturn, Mercury and Jupiter, in this extract from 
his book Astrological Psychosynthesis. Provides a 
good astrological-psychological background to the 
previous blog post ‘Why did I do that?'
Why did I do that?

I was recently asked why I had done something that 
was apparently rather ill-judged, and realised that 
I had no idea why. I had just done it. Of course, 
I could produce plausible reasons as to why I had 
done it, even try to justify it, and there might be an 
element of truth in this rationalisation. But it would 
not actually be true. So what is really going on here?
The Psychological Significance of the Horoscope

Bruno & Louise Huber explain the psychological 
significance of the horoscope and its five levels in 
this edited extract from The Astrological Houses, 
which was the first and foundational book in their 
series on astrological psychology. This is one of an 
occasional series of posts where we highlight some 
of the basics of astrological psychology

Charts and interpretation:

David Bowie

Joyce Hopewell looks at the chart of musician and 
style icon David Bowie, who passed away on 10th 
January. This item first appeared on Joyce’s blog in 
April 2013.
Donald Trump

Joyce Hopewell examines the chart of the 
controversial Donald Trump, and notes its significant 
‘Megaphone’ aspect figure. If you’ll pardon the pun, 
this man has been trumpeting forth on a variety of 
controversial subjects for the past few months as he 
ramps up his bid to be nominated as the Republican 
Party candidate...

¤ ¤ ¤ ¤ ¤
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Highlights from Twitter
The following are highlighted tweets by @astpsy, since 
Conjunction 64 was published. They do not include 
references to blog items or to events that have already 
passed. If you wish to follow the links, go to the members’ 
online version of Conjunction 65.

April 2016

Astrological Association Conference 9-11 September 
near Cambridge. Speakers include APA graduate 
Marilyn Burnett. astrologicalassociation.com/pages/
conferen…

APA website member password is now updated for 
2016/17 member year. Don't have new password? 
Contact membership@astrologicalpsychology.org

March 2016

Why people should stop trying to be 'normal', and 
the dangers of the DSM approach: goodtherapy.org/
blog/7-powerfu…

APA founder Richard Llewellyn was today awarded 
the Legion D'honneur by President Hollande for 
services in WW2 in the liberation of France

February 2016

Review of book about how we perceive the world 
(Jupiter) and how feelings can get more in touch 
(Moon/child): barryhopewell.com/2016/02/23/
pla…

Astrology tips: essential information - on Joyce's blog: 
joycehopewell.blogspot.com/2016/02/astrol…

See Joyce's Astrological Journal article on Meryl 
Streep now featured on astro.com astro.com/
astrology/aa_a…

January 2016

Empathy - Psychosynthesis Trust: eepurl.com/bN_
Nzz

BBC News - Five planets align in dawn sky bbc.
com/news/science-e…

The Huber chart is drawn up for a birth date/time. If 
time not accurate then the scope for interpretation is 
more limited. #Huberquery

Features dependent on an accurate birth time include 
all interpretations related to the house system and 
Age Progression. #Huberquery

How to enrol on our courses: astrologicalpsychology.
org/our-courses/en…

Forgiveness - article by Richard Rohr in Oprah Mag. 
See also review of his book: astrologicalpsychology.
org/falling-upward/

Members note you can submit text for the blog to 
editor@astrologicalpsychology.org either with or 
without accompanying images and charts

December 2015

May help when handling ignorant criticism 
of astrological psychology: twitter.com/
PsychCentral/s…

HopeWell's range of astrological psychology books 
and ebooks summarised: hopewellpublisher.com/
book_range.html

Remember that you can comment directly on blog 
items. Join the conversation! NB comments are 
moderated, so that spam will not be published.

November 2015

Blog items are published publically, and longer 
articles published to members, when received. 
editor@astrologicalpsychology.org

Useful article from Positive News on forgiveness: 
positivenews.org.uk/2015/wellbeing…

So important to see the person as a whole human 
being. Love #psychosynthesis and how it heals on 
all levels #mentalhealth #emotionalhealth (from 
Hayley James)

Why become a member of the Astrological 
Psychology Association: astrologicalpsychology.org/
apa-membership…

IONS initiative to integrate spirituality into 
psychology: noetic.org/you-are-transf…

To follow the blog as an RSS feed you can 
just click on this link and follow eg in Firefox: 
astrologicalpsychology.org/feed/

¤ ¤ ¤ ¤ ¤
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APA BOOKSHOP
On-line at www.astrologicalpsychology.org

books, booklets, CD’s, second-hand books
related to the Hubers and astrological psychology

10% discount to APA members
Contact Linda Tinsley for a current catalogue.

70 Kensington Road, Southport, PR9 0RY
tel: +44(0)1704-544652   

email: lucindatinsley@talktalk.net

HUBER CHART DATA SERVICE
A comprehensive range of data & charts on paper or 

acetate produced to a very high standard using Megastar 
Natal House & Node Charts + Click – Integration 

Dynamic Quadrants –Transits – Progressions 
 – Personal Rays – Relationship Charts …

Contact Richard Llewellyn, Huber Chart Data Service,
 27 Lombardy Ave., Wirral CH49 3AE, UK

Tel: 0151-606-8551, email: r.llewellyn@btinternet.com

APA Contacts
Course Administration - Ghislaine Adams 
course.enquiries@astrologicalpsychology.org, +44 (0)1394 610104
Membership - Trish Crawford
membership@astrologicalpsychology.org, +44 (0)7975 721877
Treasurer - Sue Parker* - suellysfaen@talktalk.net
Website, Publications & Conjunction Editor - Barry Hopewell*
editor@astrologicalpsychology.org
Principal Emeritus - Joyce Hopewell api.principal@zen.co.uk
Company Secretary - David Kerr* david@djmkerr.wanadoo.co.uk
Trustees - Indicated by * in the above 
Tutors - See www.astrologicalpsychology.org
Software advice - software.huber@btinternet.com

Maggie’s Musings
by Maggie Jeffery

So... I’m writing this on a wave 
of post Equinox and Full Moon 
energy and excited by the creative 
possibilities opening up all around. 
I described my puppets in the last 
edition of Conjunction and am still 
knitting… although unsurprisingly 
finding I’m a little stuck on Saturn!   

Recent events have got me 
thinking about  mums struggling with teenage 
children who are suffering from mental health 
problems. Looking a little deeper and certainly where 
I’m living youngsters on the Autism Spectrum are not 
hard to find and I wondered what is going on with our 
children? So I was interested in an article discussing 
the Pluto in Sagittarius Generation published last 
August in The Mountain Astrologer, called “Holding a 
Lighted Candle” by Raye Robertson.  

Having given this a lot of thought and feeling I 
wanted to do something, my latest ‘escapade’ has 
been to link up with an artist and develop a project 
called ‘Creative Well Being’. Basically this is about 
visual journaling and exploring the Elements and 
Signs according to the Cycle of the year and of course 
staying positively well. My aim is to offer time and 
space for carers and mums and dads to slow down and 
reflect and connect to the seasons drawing on their 
creative imagination to express what they’re noticing 

day to day in the natural world.  The puppets come in 
very handy as well (no pun intended!).

In the West especially, our culture has become so 
head orientated rather than heart led that I wonder 
whether this separation/imbalance is causing real 
damage to the psyche and this is finally manifesting in 
all sorts of mental health problems. I was thinking of 
the  psychosynthesis model of the ‘Egg Diagram’ and 
the ‘Cracking of the Egg’ and it’s almost as though 
some are approaching the Transpersonal without 
grounding and ego integration and metaphorically 
losing hold of the string of the balloon. Is this to do 
with expectations that are too high, our education 
system or too many electronic hand held devices.   
How much ‘switching off’ do our kids get or are 
they constantly being stimulated by over exposure to 
ongoing information through today’s  technology.  

Surely the modern needs of our young people 
reinforce the idea of more emphasis being placed on 
psychological education and awareness in society? I 
do feel that past misinformation, assumptions and 
misapprehension about the nature of Astrology and 
especially Astrological Psychology can be a block that 
undermines the huge resource Astrological Psychology 
especially offers at this time.

We are living through great and ongoing change 
and self-knowledge has surely never been more vital 
than at this time. 

www.maggiejeffery.co.uk
maggiejeffery2@hotmail.co.uk

¤ ¤ ¤ ¤ ¤
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Louise, together with her late husband Bruno, was a true 
pioneer in the field of Astrological Psychology. In 1968 
they founded the Astrological Psychology Institute (API) 
in Zurich from where they practised and taught what 
became known as the Huber Method. From its early 
beginning in Switzerland more than 50 years ago, their 
method is now known and used around the world.

Louise and Bruno were both astrologers before they 
met and married; he had studied psychology,  and using his 
scientific training he researched and trialled many aspects 
of astrological psychology before they were incorporated 
in the developing Huber Method. Louise came from a 
more esoteric background, and in the early 1950s was a 
student of the Arcane School when she and Bruno first 
met. At this meeting they recognised each other as soul 
mates and subsequently married. Bruno was no stranger 
to the teachings of Alice Bailey as his mother was a senior 
student and was guiding Louise at the time of their first 
meeting. Louise brought a wealth of esoteric knowledge 
and understanding  to her astrological practice, and the 
Huber Method is imbued with the teachings of Alice 
Bailey and with the underlying principles of the Ancient 
Wisdom. In 1956 Bruno and Louise were invited to help 
found the Arcane School in Geneva. 

In 1959, the Hubers went to Florence to study 
psychosynthesis with Roberto Assagioli, living in a small 
top floor flat in his house. Louise worked as his secretary 
whilst she and Bruno trained with Assagioli. It was during 
their three years of training  and seeing clients that they 
began to develop astrological psychology. They brought  
together the best of the traditional astrology they were 
already skilled in with the psychological and spiritual 
approach of Assagioli’s psychosynthesis. Assagioli gave 
his blessing to their work and on their return to Zurich, 
Louise began teaching astrological psychology in 1963.

In 1985, Bruno and Louise made their first visit to 
the annual Astrological Association Conference, held in 
Exeter that year. Their invitation was at the request of 
Richard Llewellyn who was at that time AA Membership 
Secretary and went on to found API (UK). I attended 
Louise’s lecture on the Moon’s Nodes, and have yet to 
hear a better or more vibrant description of this subject. 
Louise’s knowledge and understanding of esoteric 
astrology formed the basis of one of the many books she 
and Bruno wrote, but it is perhaps for her shared insights 
in Moon Node Astrology, and Reflections and Meditations 
on the Signs of the Zodiac where her contribution to 
astrological psychology shines brightest.

With her strong Taurean Sun, Louise was an efficient  
and well-organised business manager for API, and she was 
an excellent and engaging speaker and teacher, lecturing 
and giving numerous seminars in Europe, and North 
and South America. She had a playful sense of humour, 

especially when lecturing in English. The warmth of her 
Cancerian Moon would often be in evidence as she would 
laugh along with her audience when she occasionally 
made a gaffe. In one lecture, she stated that “Virgo doesn’t 
like cows in the kitchen”. After a puzzled pause, someone 
in the audience asked if she meant “chaos”.

Louise was instrumental in founding  and organising 
the International Astrology Congresses held in Luzern. 
She worked alongside fellow astrologer Claude Weiss 
in establishing this prestigious event which attracted 
speakers and delegates worldwide. But she will probably 
best be remembered for her work, alongside Bruno, 
on the specific techniques of Age Progression, Aspect 
Patterns and Moon Node Astrology, all component parts 
of the wholistic Huber Method.

Louise's chart contains three Learning triangles – 
these Aspect Patterns all indicate and support her quest 
and taste for knowledge and information as well as her 
ability to teach and share it with others. Learning triangles 
indicate ongoing learning throughout life. Louise's study 
of Alice Bailey's esoteric material had begun in the 1950's 

Louise Huber 1924 – 2016
This obituary by Joyce Hopewell is also appearing in the 
Astrological Journal.

Louise Huber
10.5.1924, 03.15 LT, Bamberg/D
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and when she and Bruno were invited to help set up the 
Arcane School in Geneva her Age Point was in 6th house 
of service. It was also in Virgo, the sign associated with 
service to others. Shortly before this it had been conjunct 
the Moon's North Node, indicating  the personal and 
spiritual growth which can be accessed by working for 
and with others. This she did tirelessly.

Louise spoke of her experience when, using Age 
Progression, her Age Point reached Jupiter in Sagittarius 
in the 9th house of her chart. She started to write and set 
down her ideas, knowledge and experience of astrology 
and esotericism. She told of how the words and ideas 
began pouring out of her, and she felt compelled to 
write. At the time, her Age Point was conjunct Jupiter 
in both her natal and Moon Node chart, and in the 

9th house in both charts. She felt she was connecting 
with a place, an area of life  experience she was already 
familiar with (the Node chart taps into the depths of the 
personality and into accumulated knowledge).  With the 
9th house, concerned as it is with higher learning, study 
and teaching, and Jupiter’s association with wisdom and 
experience, Louise's first book Reflections and Meditations 
on the Signs of the Zodiac was the outcome. 

Louise will be sadly missed by all knew her and whose 
lives she touched. She was a powerful, loving woman who 
leaves a rich astrological legacy. She is survived by her son 
Michael and her four grandchildren.

Louise Huber died 13.01.2016, at 12.15, Salzbergen, 
Germany. 

¤ ¤ ¤ ¤ ¤

Obituary by Sybille Sulser
A further obituary written for Deutscher Astrologen-
Verband, translated from German by Google, then edited.

Louise Huber died on 13 January 2016 at the age of 
91 in her retirement home in Salzbergen (Emsland), 
where she spent the last years of her eventful, labour-
intensive and fulfilled life.

Together with her husband Bruno Louise 
built the now well-established Huber Method, 
which emphasised the development of man was 
an independent personality. They also founded the 
Institute for Astrological Psychology API, which she 
successfully led for over thirty years with a firm hand.

Louise was not only an excellent astrologer with 
the special subject of esotericism and spirituality, but 
also a shrewd businesswoman and entrepreneur. This 
proved the contrary to the long-dominant view that 
esotericism is incompatible with business sense.

Great openness

Louise loved teaching and consulting and wrote 
countless books and articles, which have been translated 
into many languages. Her whole passion was astrology 
and its deployment. 

It is sometimes forgotten that the Huber method 
not the sole aim of the Hubers, and they worked with 
other outstanding pioneers. With Claude Weiss and 
Ueli Sauter they organised and established the famous 
astrological world conferences in Switzerland. The 
best speakers and presenters from around the world 
were present, and the number of pariticipants soon 
reached over two thousand. There was soon  a legend 
of the "three bulls," said to be held together by Louise 
with her energetic entrepreneurial spirit, realism and 
perseverance.

Louise also traveled with her husband to many 
countries, participating in numerous seminars and 
congresses and helped to establish a number of Huber 
Schools, which largely still exist and are active.

Importance of family

The experiences and encounters with Louise were 
so complex, thrilling, rich in contrast that they 
often touched and deeply affected the lives of those 
attending. She could also be downright hard at times 
and demanded a lot not only of themselves but also of 
their fellow human beings. She was also very warm, 
caring and generous.

Louise also had a constant and inviolable love for 
her husband and family, especially her grandchildren, 
who were a great support to her at the very end. The 
family has always had a great importance in their lives, 
and they also liked to regard all their students as one 
big Huber family.

We owe Louise a lot, because without Louise the 
Huber method would never have become so well known, 
would not have drawn large audiences and excited so 
many people. Louise and Bruno's contribution was 
also for astrology as a whole and particularly important 
for the role of astrology in Switzerland.

Their legacy

Now it is left to those that follow to do research, to 
continue to develop, to share our experience and our 
knowledge. The Huber method needs to be kept up to 
date with current knowledge and the latest state of the 
zeitgeist. It would be nice if we could play our part also 
to make a further important contribution.

With the departure of Louise, an era of "old" 
pioneers is finally ending. We mourn not only to them 
but also that period that promised a new beginning in a 
more human time, when personality and consciousness 
development was at the center.

To follow and nurture these ideas, despite all the 
current turmoil, is probably the biggest thank you that 
we can leave Louise Huber and the many outstanding 
personalities of this era. 

¤ ¤ ¤ ¤ ¤
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Joyce Hopewell
Dear Louise - I have so many memories of you, where 
do I begin?

Probably at the very beginning, when I first 
encountered you at the Astrological Association 
conference in Loughborough in 1985. I was still a relative 
newcomer to astrology then and think it was your first 
time at an English-speaking conference. I went to your 
talk on the Moon’s Nodes and was completely blown 
away by the clarity and depth of your understanding 
which you shared in this session. I’ve never since heard 
the nodes as well described as they were by you in your 
lecture. You spoke with such vitality, meaning and 
application to real life. I was hooked, and decided I had 
to learn more about astrological psychology.

A couple of years later, with some trepidation and a 
lot of excitement, I went to the API centre in Adliswil for 
the first time to the diploma assessment seminar given 
by you and Bruno. On the last day you both assessed 
five students, including myself, for the award of the API 
Diploma in Astrological Psychology. I’d been studying 
hard and intensively with the English Huber School, but 
I was very nervous about presenting myself and my chart 
to you. I need not have feared, as you and Bruno were 
kind and encouraging - although after my presentation 
you did ask me a leading and personal question, which 
was an additional challenge!

After the diplomas had been awarded, you led us into 
the garden for a special meditation. 16th August 1987 was 
the day of the *Harmonic Convergence - the day when 
there was a significant alignment of planets, thought to 
be beneficial to the evolution of humankind. It was a day 
of global meditation and of linking with others around 
the world in thought and intention. In the garden in 
Adliswil, we followed your lead, Louise, and laid down 
on the grass in the sunshine making a circle, our heads 
touching at the centre and our bodies radiating outwards 
from this central point. Still following your lead, we dug 
our fingers into the earth, past the grass in your lawn, to 
connect with our own planet as we meditated.

This first visit to the API centre in Adliswil was 
followed by many others over the years to attend 
seminars with students of the English and Spanish 
Huber Schools. I soon learned that after a day of intense 
concentration and learning, being taught by you and 
Bruno, your Moon in Cancer came out to shine in the 
evening. You made sure there was plenty of food and 
drink for the barbecue that Bruno fired up in the garden, 
and as it grew dark we would gravitate to the summer 

house in the corner of the garden and sing. You would 
sometimes sing in German, teaching us the song, but the 
one you loved best was in English, a song that Richard 
Llewellyn had taught you - My Bonnie Lies over the 
Ocean. You always requested this, and on one occasion 
someone noticed that you were singing My BODY Lies 
over the Ocean, thinking these were the correct words. 
After a lot of laughter, we all started singing your version, 
and thereafter any group of students from the UK school 
would always be told to sing it your way. We liked your 
customised version!

I shall always be grateful that I attended your lecture 
on the Moon’s Nodes because hearing you speak literally 
changed the course of my life. I could have struggled on 
with the conventional astrology course I was studying 
but not enjoying at the time, and I would probably have 
given up on astrology years ago. Instead, my astrological, 
psychological and personal growth has been enhanced, 
enriched and deepened beyond anything I might have 
imagined. All because I chose to go and hear you speak 
in Loughborough 30 years ago.

Your Taurean Sun, along with your Mars/Pluto 
linear quincunx was often in evidence as you organised 
and managed not only the API centre in Adliswil, but 
courses, seminars and overseas workshops. At the same 
time you were teaching, seeing clients and writing books 
as well as being a member of the organising committee 
for the World Astrology Congress in Lucerne. This event 
was always well attended by students and speakers from 
around the world. Your energy and input proved a 
valuable asset in assuring the success of these events.

Looking back at the notes I made when hearing you 
speak on the Moon’s Nodes in 1985 I wrote down a few 
key phrases:

Unfoldment of the inner self - How can I grow 
spiritually? - Grow into a larger and more expressed life? 
- Use the North Node as a step towards your goal in life

And I see that, in my notes on what you were 
suggesting for an 11th house North Node (mine) 
I’d underlined one phrase that has proved to be very 
significant for me:

“Search for the best.” 

I found it in astrological psychology. 

Thank you, Louise.

With respect, joy and much love,
Joyce

*https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harmonic_Convergence

We have received the following memories and tributes to Louise following 
her passing on in January.

Remembering Louise Huber
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Richard Llewellyn
Bruno may have been the ‘brains’ behind the Huber 
School but without Louise it would never have 
blossomed in the way that it has done. In her true 
Taurean way she was the solid foundation stone which 
enabled Bruno to do what he did for astrology, however 
difficult she sometimes found that role. 

Louise may have been a tower of strength but her 
Cancer Moon made her emotionally sensitive not 
only to her own emotional needs but also to those 
of almost everybody with whom she came in contact 
through API. Though, in true Taurean fashion, if she 
was doubtful about someone when she first met them 
it wasn’t always easy for her to get past that barrier. 
So what a wonderful thing it was to watch Louise’s 
expression change from doubt to a sudden realisation 
that here was somebody who really knew what they 
were talking about, and that lovely smile would appear 
on her face and she would probably say ‘Ahh, soo.... ?’ 

I have so many memories of the times which I 
spent with Louise and Bruno sharing their wisdom, 
their knowledge and the life journey which they had 
travelled together. For me, Louise was so, so special and 
I loved her and Bruno dearly, and I believe that what 
they contributed, not only to my life but to the world 
of astrology and human evolution in particular will be 
seen to be yet one more important stepping stone on 
the path forward to a more enlightened humanity.

Sue Lewis

Remembering Louise Huber

I first met Louise and Bruno Huber in 1985, 
at a one-day workshop where they introduced 
Astrological Psychology to a large number of London 
astrologers. The Hubers were a charming couple who 
presented their method with youthful enthusiasm 
and, although I was not then ready to embark on 
a second diploma in astrology that would involve 
rethinking much I had learned with the Faculty, I 
was sufficiently interested to purchase a copy of 
Louise’s Reflections & Meditations on the Signs of the 
Zodiac. These meditations for each of the twelve Sun 
Signs when energy surges at Full Moon facilitate the 
ego’s alignment with the soul, as expressed through 
a shift of consciousness from traditional to esoteric 
planetary rulership, converting Alice Bailey’s Esoteric 
Astrology into practical exercises. The second and 
last time I met Louise was at Buckland Hall in the 
Brecon Beacons, in 2003, where—accompanied 
by her son Michael at the final workshop on 
“Transformations” she gave in the UK—with her 
booming voice, she steered a large gathering through 
several transformational journeys. Thereafter, a small 
group of us were privileged to present ourselves and 
receive our Diplomas.

For me, Moon Node Astrology, in particular, was 
a complete revelation, and Louise wrote Part 2, 
setting out the esoteric connections, the doctrine of 
immortality, and the practical rules for interpretation. 
As she explained, at death ‘the bodies (even the 
subtle ones) return to the materia prima’, while ‘the 
spirit, soul, or self, persists forever’ (p. 138). When 
Louise slipped quietly away, on 13 January 2016, her 
Natal Age Point was approaching Pluto, while her 
Nodal Age Point was on her Taurean Sun, which also 
received a trine from transiting Pluto in Capricorn. 
So this was a natural moment for letting go of the 
physical, emotional and mental bodies. By the time 
of her commitment to the forest of peace on 2 April, 
transiting Pluto was making a Search Triangle with 
natal Jupiter and Neptune, transiting Jupiter a trine 
to natal Sun/Mercury, transiting Neptune a trine 
to natal Pluto, and transiting Uranus an Eye-and-
Ear through semi-sextiles to natal Sun/Mercury and 
natal Uranus. All these benevolent and thoughtful 
aspects graced the ritual release of her reincarnating 
spirit, wherever it is bound, while on Earth the 
lasting legacy of Louise and Bruno Huber lives on. 

Ghislaine Adams
To Louise,

With Love and Gratitude

• For your constant and continuous dedication to 
furthering astrological knowledge and the spiritual 
truths hidden within.

• For so generously sharing your insights and 
understandings with all of us, your students, 
through your many talks and writings and for 
allowing these to be recorded and translated.

• For introducing us through your Huber astrological 
method of chart interpretation to a clear path of 
psychological and spiritual growth and personal 
development 

• And, personally, for the warmth and encouragement 
that you gave me when I did my API presentation 
at your home in Adliswil.

You will remain a beacon of light and inspiration for 
all of us who have been blessed to learn from and with 
you. 

Thank you.

Ghislaine
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Wendy Stacey
Chair of The Astrological Association

Please accept our condolences to you all. This is a very 
big loss to the astrological community. Our thoughts 
are with you and our warmest regards, 

Roy Gillett
I was sorry to learn of Louise' s passing. We discussed 
this and have arranged for our Association home page 
to note this and also link to the words in your email 
regarding 2nd April. Very best wishes

Peta High
Sending you many good wishes and condolences for 
your loss of Louise

Barry Hopewell
Many outside observers have belittled the contribution 
of Louise Huber, believing that Bruno was the real 
originator of astrological psychology. As with all such 
myths, there is perhaps an element of truth - in that 
Bruno drove the astrological/psychological research and 
developed the new ideas. However, it was Louise who 
was the organisational driving force behind their teaching 
activities, and it was Louise who had the deeper esoteric 
understanding from her grounding in the Alice Bailey 
teachings. They were actually a team, and the enterprise 
would have foundered without either of them.

When I first met Louise in the mid 1990s, she was 
a formidable lady, brooking no nonsense but also with 
an enormous sense of humour. Attending her seminars 
was a joy and a privilege – she always made fun of her 
troubles with the English language, but always got her 
message over. 

The fun extended to mealtimes. I have a clear image 
in my mind of Louise at Alicante in 1996, standing and 
demanding 'FOOD', when the service was rather slow. 
It was during that event that we took this photograph of 
Louise and Bruno saying 'cheers' with Campari, which 
she immediately jokingly demanded we never publish.

I have a second clear image of Louise in the evening 
following Bruno's funeral in 1999. Joyce and I had 
travelled to Adliswil with Richard Llewellyn and we 
arranged to eat with Louise in the evening at a favourite 
local restaurant. When we arrived, on time, Louise was 
already seated alone at the table, looking absolutely bereft 
– which was no doubt how she felt after losing her life 
partner.

Louise soldiered on with API for a number of years, 
with son Michael stepping into a similar role to that of 
Bruno. They came to Buckland Hall in Wales in 2003. At 
about this time it had become apparent that the Hubers' 
English publisher Samuel Weiser was running down 
publication of their books in English. This meant that 
we might not have access to any of our course Set Books, 
and there was no publisher for their newer works such as 
Aspect Pattern Astrology. 

At that time we were investigating publishing Joyce's 
book The Cosmic Egg Timer using the then-new 'print 
on demand' system, so we suggested to Louise we might 
publish their books in English through our publishing 
vehicle HopeWell, including collaborating on the 
translation of Aspect Pattern Astrology. It was a pleasure 
arranging this with Louise, and now all their books are 
available to the English speaking world. 

The last time we saw Louise was at a seminar she 
held with Michael in Adliswil in 2005. Here, Louise was 
still that same elemental force, and this is as I remember 
her. It was a shock to hear reports of her 'decline' to a 
retirement home a few years later – difficult to believe 
that such a force was no longer powerful. But it was her 
time, and now the founders are gone.

We all owe you a huge debt of gratitude, Louise. 
¤ ¤ ¤ ¤ ¤

Mary Plumb
Book & web editor, The Mountain Astrologer

Oh dear! Love to all Louise's friends and family.

Wanda Smit
I never had the honour of meeting her in the flesh. But in 
the mind, she was one of the most inspiring encounters 
in my life. Thank you, Louise, for the guidance to so 
many of us on the journey towards a greater awareness 
of Being.

Sue Cameron
My condolences to Michael and the family. Louise 
was a very special person and her deeply intuitive 
esoteric understanding is encapsulated in her valuable 
contribution to astrological psychology. I have fond 
memories of Adliswil where I gave my diploma 
presentation in the 1980’s, of taking part in powerful 
meditations led by Louise and of meeting her Mars 
quincunx Pluto head on when I started to load her 
dishwasher! Of all the seminars I attended, I particularly 
remember the 1998 seminar on the Seven Rays which 
was very special.  

Rest in Peace, Louise. 
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threw me. Right then I knew if I were to study 
astrology with anyone, it had to be them.  

The Sarnen course changed my life but not 
overnight. For a veteran astrologer losing Midpoints 
was okay but giving up Transits, that was another 
story. 

The first task was to convert all my client files into 
Huber format. Then the real work began of seeing in 
an entirely new way. Adapting to a Huber approach 
is not unlike wearing specs for the first time. You 
definitely see patterns more clearly. But getting used 
to the new glasses puts a bit of strain on the eyes in 
the adjustment period.  Remember there were no 
Huber ‘cook books’ to guide interpretation. Man 
and His World [now The Astrological Houses] was it. 
All the principles were in the book but it had very 
few practical examples. 

There were also no other Huber students then 
for comparing notes. Thanks to Richard Llewellyn 
and Joyce Hopewell’s leadership with API UK, those 
challenges would soon end. But my remedy was to 
return to Switzerland where I could assist them and 
pick their brains during off-hours. 

One memorable conversation focused on transits. 
I just couldn’t understand why transits were omitted 
from their work when the Age Progressions were so 
carefully calibrated ; 

Bruno: (Paraphrasing) 
Pam, I never said that Transits and Progressions 

don’t “work”. I looked at them in the early years. But in 
my experience they aren’t very helpful. 

He never fully answered the question. Good 
teachers never do. He left it on the table for me 
to ponder. My thinking went something like this: 
Yes, predictive techniques can be problematic in a 
counseling setting. Yes, there is always the danger 
of the astrologer turning into a guru and the client 
becoming too dependent or fearful to act without 
the astrologer’s advice. Yet, counselor astrologer 
training courses routinely addressed those issues. 
Moreover couldn’t those very same problems arise if 
one misused Age Progressions? So what was Bruno 
really talking about? 

Bruno and Louise Huber’s recent deaths leave a 
gaping wound in the world of astrology. Founders of 
the Astrologisch-Psychologisch Institut API Zurich, 
organizers of the World Congresses, authors and 
lecturers, the legendary partnership Is probably best 
remembered for the “Huber Method”. Influenced by 
Dane Rudyar, Marc Edmund Jones, Roberto Assagioli, 
and Alice Bailey, their work exhibits psychological and 
spiritual gravitas unavailable elsewhere. 

There is no attempt here to summarize the scope of 
their collective achievement. Rather my hope is to share 
a few anecdotes and bit of history of my time with both 
of them. News of Louises’s death surprised me by a series 
of ‘auditory’ memories. I’ve tried to capture her distinct 
accent by substituting  long “E” for the letter “I” and 
substituting “D” for the letter ” T”. 

The Hubers rocked my world in 1978. The first 
time I heard them speak was in Atlanta at the 
American Federation of Astrologers Conference. I 
had come from London to sit for the AFA’s Teacher 
and Professional Certification exam. My head was 
spinning with astrology. (Natal, Mundane, Horary), 
house systems (Placidus, Equal, Koch, Topocentric 
etc.), interpretive models (Ebertin Midpoints, 
Harmonics, 90 Degree Dial, Rectifications, Synastry, 
Composite Charts, Hypothetical planets, Asteroids, 
Fixed Stars, Hindu Sidereal Astrology etc.) 

When the tests were over, I walked into Bruno’s 
talk on the Huber Method. The horoscope on the big 
screen was mesmerizing with its bright colors, strong 
symbols, clear aspect pattern and open space. Louise 
was standing in the corner, ramrod straight, blue 
eyes blazing and nodding as each person entered the 
room. The lecture showcased the basics. The content 
was original, coherent, accessible and immediately 
useful.  

For most astrologers, the big take away was the 
material on aspect structures. But the Dynamic 
Curve got my attention. Bruno’s example of how 
some 10th House (LP) Sun people never obtained 
the high profile roles traditional astrology promised 
deserved another look. Likewise, Louise’s side 
comment about Saturn representing the mother 

Joint founder of API (UK), Pam recalls early experiences of meeting the Hubers and encountering the 
system of astrological psychology.

In Gratitude for the Lives of Bruno and 
Louise Huber
by Pam Tyler



CONJUNCTION No. 65, In Gratitude - Pam Tyler, Page 12

Three decades downstream I think Bruno 
meant: Transits and Progressions don’t matter. But 
time does. Life is full of ups, downs, and plateaus. 
Getting stuck in the minutia of day to day life is 
counterproductive. Trying to second guess the future 
or post- mortem the past via astrology wastes time 
that could be used more fruitfully asking the right 
questions. 

The Hubers’ valuable book LifeClock underscores 
this principle. Rather than ‘What is Pluto doing right 
now in my chart?’, the more pertinent questions are 
‘What issues should I be addressing at this time? 
What responsibilities should I be undertaking? 
Which responsibilities should I be setting aside?’ 
The Huber perspective takes the long view. What 
counts is growth, development, enrichment of the 
spirit and a useful dose of Buddha like detachment 
from the particulars. 

The Sarnen workshops brought astrologers from 
all over the world. When the Japanese astrologers 
asked questions through their interpreters, you could 
tell from their baffled looks that something was 
being lost in translation. It probably was something 
about Saturn and the mother. That topic was always 
a point of contention for students. 

My job that year was to help the beginners and to 
tame my cranky compatriots.   

Louise: 
PAAAAAAAAAAAMela, you must do something 

about de American students. Dey drive me crazy with 
all der diet things… Dey don’twant FLEISCH (meat), 
Dey don’t want egg. Dey want some kind funny milk??. 
What DEES ISSSSSSSSS EESs a Saturn problem. De 
Mother. 

Louise got used to the anxious Americans and 
their fussy eating habits. But she never entirely 
understood them. Both she and Bruno bristled 
in the presence of gloomy astrologers who made 
solemn declarations, or those who mystified people 
with esoteric jargon, or the egomaniacs who juggled 
for top billing at astrology conferences. 

Bruno and Louise were serious astrologers but 
they never took themselves too seriously. They had 
a rare sensitivity that enabled them to offer astute 
observations about a person’s horoscope in a kind, 
non-invasive way. They respected that sacred center 
space and never entered uninvited. There was humor 
but never sarcasm. They wore the astrologer’s mantle 
with grace and authority full of good cheer. 

Introducing Huber astrology to the London scene 
happened slowly. England had a number of fine but 
competitive astrologers doing their own work. My 

strategy was to offer novice astrologers a ‘taste’ of 
Huber ideas in one off workshops. The theory was 
that relative beginners would were more likely to 
be open to different approaches and less invested in 
their way of doing astrology. 

Richard Llewellyn caught the vision early and 
fortunately ran with it as my days in England were 
numbered. [After Richard and Pam established the 
English Huber School, Richard followed through 
and established the courses and the organisation.] 

Astrology was never far from my heart but 
studying law made it very difficult to do more than a 
few consultations and the odd astrology conference. 
The Hubers did come to America several times. We 
met in New Orleans, Washington DC and later 
Miami. The last workshop we did together was in 
Brazil in 1989. Alice and Richard Llewellyn were 
there too. The best part was  travelling together after 
the workshop to the magnificent Foz Iguacu. 

Huber workshops were often an endurance test. 
But when the job was done, the celebration began 
usually accompanied by a fine wine carefully chosen 
by Bruno.   

The last time I saw them was in Miami around 
1990. Bruno was quite enamored by the tropical 
foliage, giant frogs, and colorful birds around my 
yard. He took lots of photographs. However, it 
was the mosaics at Trinity Cathedral that left him 
speechless. When Louise walked in to the cathedral 
she exclaimed:,

Louise:  
“PAAAAAAAMeLA dees eees a beeeeeeeuutiful 

church not like dee cold dark ones in Europe and 
England. Dees ees so full of ‘light.” But EES it dat way 
really? I mean dee people? Are dee people full of light 
too?”

Louise always asked the right question. They 
both did.  Thank you. 

¤ ¤ ¤ ¤ ¤

Iguazu Falls 1989
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LH: With body and soul! The Pluto/Mars aspect 
disconnected from the rest of the aspect structure 
has a particularly masculine strength. This aspect also 
signifies that when I am motivated and convinced of 
something, nobody can make me change my mind 
however hard they try. Whereas we might generally 
speak of the stubbornness of Taurus, really this 
refers to the ability to persevere with a task without 
deviating from it. The Pluto/Mars aspect gives me 
the necessary motivation to achieve this.

VB: What is your motivation?

LH: Pluto is for me a planet of evolution. Evolution 
is the all-embracing goal, the ultimate path to which 
I am committed in everything I do. Things should 
be in harmony with the Whole, to me there is no 
alternative.

I have known Louise Huber for more than 20 years. 
Louise and Bruno Huber—her husband—founded 
the Astrological Psychology Institute, in 1968, 
in Adliswil, Zurich. Over a period of four years I 
discussed with Bruno his life and journey. Bruno was 
very ill and died on 3 November 1999. As I redirect 
my attention to API, I remember my profound 
conversation with Bruno. Now I look forward with 
curiosity to interviewing his wife and companion 
along this path of development.  

VB: Louise, if someone who doesn’t know you asked: 
“Who are you?” What would you reply?

LH: First of all, I would say I am a Taurean woman 
(laughs). And, as my Sun is on the cusp of house 2, 
I am nearly a double Taurus. By that I mean I am a 
strong and stable person, who engages completely 
with my ideals, and when I conceive of something 
important I carry it through to its conclusion. I 
have a great capacity for overcoming difficulties and 
attacks (and I have done this on various occasions in 
my life).

VB: Overcoming obstacles! Is that one of your essential 
themes?

LH:  Obstacles stimulate me in a special way, 
because I want to overcome them. You could say 
my distinguishing qualities are that I will take 
considerable risks to plumb the depths of a task and 
actualize what I care about, and that I recognize my 
inner strength for conquering obstacles. 

VB: Looking at your chart, besides Sun in Taurus 
signifying that whatever you undertake you will steer 
to completion, your Aries Ascendant tackles things 
actively, and ruling Mars in aspect to Pluto also implies 
a steadfast approach—that you do what you say.

This interview was first published in German in 
‘Astrologie Heute’ Issue 104, August/September 2003. It 
was subsequently translated into Spanish by Joan Sole 
(2005), and we are indebted to Sue Lewis for further 
translating this into English here.

Interview with Louise 
Huber
by Verena Bachmann

“Things should be in harmony with the Whole, to me there is no alternative”

Louise Huber
10.5.1924, 03.15 LT, Bamberg/D



CONJUNCTION No. 65, Interview with Louise Huber, Page 14

VB: How do you establish contact with the Whole?

LH: Bruno and I spent three years at the Arcane 
School in Geneva. I had taken a course in the 
esoteric psychology of Alice Bailey. In the Arcane 
School, students are encouraged to meditate for 20 
minutes every morning to establish contact with the 
divine plan, and I had a lot of practice.

VB: Do you continue meditating?

LH: Yes, if I didn’t I could hardly live (laughs). Here 
I am once again showing the tenacious side of my 
Taurus Sun. Once I have recognized something is 
important, I do it every day. I sit outside on my 
balcony so as to feel united with nature, which is 
of great importance to me. The forces of nature 
flow towards me and, in this way, I replenish my 
resources. I have been doing this every day for 60 
years. Continuity keeps the channel pure and full of 
vitality… Before meditating, I always say, “I must 
refresh my channel once again to keep it open”.

VB: I would like us to talk about the beginning of your 
journey. How did you get into esotericism?

LH: As a result of the Second World War. I suffered 
four years of war. Initially I wanted to study sports, 
then everyone was conscripted. First I was in the 
social service, later serving in the war effort, obliged 
to work for the Luftwaffe. I was there until the end, 
when the English made me a prisoner. Then, seeing 
how the ideology of the Third Reich had failed, I 
looked deeply into the meaning of life and the 
essence of being human.

VB: Everything was literally destroyed.

LH: Yes, and that stimulated my 
approach spiritual questions. I was 
then living in Stuttgart, married to 
my first husband, who was interested 
in spiritual matters and vegetarianism, 
trying to purify body and soul. In 
those days, the spiritual elite of 
Germany lived in Stuttgart, and I was 
able to attend many conferences.

VB: External misfortune triggered an 
inner surge?

LH: Yes, once those ideals had 
collapsed, there arose a thirst for spiritual answers, 
questions about existence, new ideals. For five 
years, I attended a conference nearly every day, 
which was amazing. In this way, I connected with 
astrology, the Arcane School of Alice Bailey, and 

other spiritual trends. I was in the circle of Karlfried 
Graf Dürckheim, to which Dr Endres and other 
personalities belonged.

VB: And what happened at the end of those five years?

LH: After all I had heard, I had a head full of ideals… 
and then Bruno arrived.

VB: How?

LH: He knocked at my door. Meeting with Bruno 
was the most important turning point of my life.

VB: You were already married?

LH: Yes…

VB: And how did things go between you and Bruno?

LH: Bruno stayed at my house for three weeks. 
We understood each other incredibly well. I shared 
with him everything I had in my head, transmitted 
all the knowledge I had accumulated. And he was 
astoundingly open and receptive. His mother had 
been a Rosicrucian and student of the Arcane 
School, and had tried without success to convert 
him to the spiritual path… which he only came to 
accept through me.

VB: You were more convincing?

LH: At that moment I still didn’t know but, before 
then, Bruno had opposed everything esoteric and 
for a time he had even been an atheist. I didn’t 
know that until some while after. In this opening 
encounter, Bruno appeared to be for everything 
esoteric, which was for me an important anchor that 
united us and convinced me that I should agree to 

have a relationship with him.

VB: You opened the door to the esoteric 
world to him… And what did he give 
you?

LH: He gave me orientation… 
his sharp intellect gave him a great 
capacity for differentiation, and this 
enabled me to order my burgeoning 
esoteric knowledge. 

VB: In your horoscope, Venus is very 
close to Pluto, and Saturn is in house 
7. This makes me think that for you the 

partnership had an obligatory character.

LH: What do you mean by obligatory character?

VB: I refer to commitment…
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LH: I prefer that… I am very full-on. When I 
recognize my task, I give myself to it body and soul. 
The meeting and spiritual exchange with Bruno 
signalled joint work.

VB: You saw that clearly from the beginning?

LH: Yes. Six months before I had a vision in my 
meditation. I saw myself seated in a class, and two 
rows ahead was a young man who turned round and 
looked me in the eyes. When, half a year later, Bruno 
was standing in the porch of my house, I knew he 
was the man of my vision. For me, our encounter 
was an experience of déjà-vu. Incredible!

VB: An intense experience…

LH: Yes. The fact that half a year before our meeting, 
when I knew nothing of Bruno’s existence, I had 
received a message through meditation was for me 
a signal that this was part of the divine plan. And, 
evidently, I was aligned with my Pluto. In less than 
three months I separated and remarried. When I 
want something so clearly signalled, I succeed.

VB: Your strength of will is immediately visible from 
a distance, but in your horoscope I also see gentleness 
and sensitivity. How do you manage to balance these 
two sides?

LH: You are talking about my Moon in Cancer…

VB: Among other things…

LH: I have had to learn to protect myself in this 
way because, once or twice, I have suffered wounds, 
above all in love and relationships. During the war, 
when the Age Point was on Pluto (October 1944) the 
person I loved died. Later, in prison, I experienced a 
very unhappy relationship—but I don’t want to talk 
about that. Death has always been present and the 
theme of separation has always been very distressing 
to my Moon in Cancer and Sun in Taurus.

VB: How have you worked this through?

LH: I don’t know… it’s still there… the vulnerability 
remains. Probably this lunar sensibility is a necessary 
component of my psychic development that prevents 
me from being excessively strong and hard. If I were 
only this strong and masculine woman I would be 
too one-sided. It’s the equilibrium of yin and yang. 
When I accept both parts as fundamental to my 
essence, I can live well.

VB: You can live your sensitive side without feeling 
sorrow?

LH: With much difficulty. My Moon and Venus 
in Cancer, on the Cancer/Capricorn axis, which is 
the individualization axis 4/10, struggle with the 
impossible process of individuation resting on total 
surrender and absolute monogamy. I need to get 
love for myself. Symbolically, I need to learn how to 
nourish myself without expecting someone else to 
feed me. And this has been my process. Once learnt, 
the Capricornian part integrates itself. This has been 
my goal, that’s to say my appointed destiny: that I 
should aspire to independence. Being married to a 
person like Bruno brought me this, because Bruno 
was a person very motivated by freedom.

VB: The opposite of how you are: your horoscope shows 
that you are much more of a committed person than a 
free spirit.

LH: It was a great opportunity for self-development. 
Whenever, with my Saturn on the Low Point of 
house 7, I demanded something of Bruno, I never 
got it. On many occasions, I felt as if I was crying 
out in the desert. When I remonstrated or accused 
him of something, when I wanted to make him feel 
guilty, he simply did not react. He never engaged 
with any kind of blackmail or was moved by feelings 
of guilt. With Bruno, none of this worked.

VB: But this conflict did not separate you…

LH: Our eyes were fixed on something higher. The 
little crises invariably gave way to the great objective 
and the grand vision: to build API.

VB: But, doubtless, for you, getting no response to your 
demands cannot have been easy… 

LH: Yes, but it only affected the little game of 
partnership. A 7th house Saturn like mine demands, 
makes recriminations, wants to set boundaries, and 
seeks security and confirmation. I tried to play this 
little game with Bruno but he did not respond. I had 
no choice but to conquer it internally.
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VB: Did you have to find your own secure space?

LH: Yes, by renunciation… through transforming 
my demands.

VB: A difficult road…

LH: And long. Nevertheless, now that I am nearly 
80 years old, when I look back I have to say: “it 
was painful but appropriate”. This has enabled me 
to accomplish parts of my lifelong task that would 
otherwise have remained incomplete.

VB: How have you managed to keep going when it was 
painful?

LH: The explanation lies in my esoteric work. 
Through the Arcane School and the work of Alice 
Bailey I became aware that I had a task, and through 
my meditations I knew that I must meet my goal at 
a higher level. The seed thought for Taurus is: “I see, 
and when the Eye is opened, all is illumined”. This 
enabled me always to see the positive side and the 
potential for development, whatever happened.

VB: You can also see this in your Nodal axis, beginning 
in the ideal and finishing in the day-to-day, concerning 
itself with the little things…

LH: …which are also my strong point.

VB: Another feature of the sign Taurus is the theme of 
values.

LH: Permanent values! Bruno and I built an empire. 
We had worldwide activity and representatives in 
various continents. Our books were translated into a 
dozen languages. Internationally we were united, my 
Jupiter and his Sun, both in house 9, gave us wings.

VB: Together you built the API. What were the main 
stresses on your path?

LH: There were always stress points when we 
reached our existential limits. For example, in 1956, 
when our son Michael was 8 months’ old, we were 
called to Geneva to help build the third main centre 
of the Arcane School and, initially, we were only 
guaranteed a salary of 360 Swiss francs per month 
for a period of three months. We had to burn our 
boats in Zurich, and our friends said we were mad to 
leave everything for three months of work.

VB: And after those three months?

LH: New possibilities came up and, finally, we stayed 
there for three years. The decision to go to Geneva 
was very difficult, above all for me because I am a 
Taurean. It meant leaving everything that was secure 

and leaping into the void. When, three years later, 
we went to Florence to Roberto Assagioli’s residence, 
to help write his book, Principles, Techniques, 
and Methods of Psychosynthesis, it was the same. 
Assagioli could only guarantee us three months’ 
salary. This was not easy for my Taurus nature but 
Bruno, as a Sagittarian, was always optimistic.

VB: Yet this period with Assagioli was a very rich 
apprenticeship…

LH: Yes. In Florence we found a tremendously 
stimulating spiritual environment. Every morning 
at 10:00 we had a group meditation with Assagioli, 
we participated in group therapy sessions, Bruno 
discovered colour dialogue and marvellous images 
emerged. Through working on the book, researching 
the houses using Assagioli’s archive of client cases, 
and contact with patients, we both made great 
progress. Assagioli had been a friend of Alice Bailey 
and a student of the Arcane School, which gave him a 
good foundation for the creation of Psychosynthesis. 
The Italian period was very interesting.

VB: And how did API arise?

LH: Not immediately. When, 
after three years in Florence, we 
returned to Zurich, we faced the task of establishing 
our branch of service. Try as we might, we achieved 
nothing for two years. Bruno tried to set up a 
psychological consultancy in Zurich, but this didn’t 
work out. As Bruno was very didactic and liked 
giving lectures (and as we still had no students he 
gave them to me), we received requests to teach 
astrology. And so everything began…

VB: How did your first astrology courses go?

LH: At the beginning we only had five to ten students. 
Then I had the idea of organizing larger groups that 
were more financially rewarding. In this way I began 
to use my organizational skills and took the reins. 
During the war I had learnt that anyone who is not 
capable of organizing becomes a victim. And I was 
no victim. My instinct for self-preservation had been 
well exercised and was in my favour.

VB: You complemented each other very well.

LH: Yes, but it took some time because our 
personalities were polarized and, with such opposing 
characters, it was never easy. Spiritually we were 
united, but in daily activities we were polar opposites.

VB: How did you resolve this conflict?
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LH: We had to go through a learning process. At 
first I thought (this was what I had heard from other 
people) that I must abandon the maternal role I had 
adopted with Bruno, and that he must be left to do 
things on his own. But when I took this attitude, 
everything went badly… we had many discussions 
about it.

VB: How long did that last?

LH: For ten years we had our ups and downs: I said 
white and he said black. It was not easy to learn to 
use our polarity in a creative way. I used to think 
that at the material level Bruno needed to function 
in an intelligent way, as I did, but this didn’t work: 
he was a completely different type of person from 
me. During one very productive interchange he 
said: “You have never done anything for me”. This 
upset me badly. I had done so many things for him, 
and now he said that! Suddenly the blindfold fell 
from my eyes: instead of reproaching him constantly 
with my Saturn when this achieved nothing, I could 
organize for him.

VB: Good idea…

LH: That was in 1964—a stress point—and I 
was also very radical. As far as organization was 
concerned, I never expected anything of him. I let 
him do all the creative work. And once I dedicated 
myself to this role, API started to grow (before then 
we always lived a hand-to-mouth existence). 

VB: Your Venus and Pluto are in Cancer in the 4th 
house, so the family theme must be very important to 
you.

LH: My family history is very Plutonian—
transformation, death, crisis, war… My mother was 
Rumanian and had to return to Rumania… she lost 
us when I was four years old. I had six brothers, so 
I was never alone and, later, in Geneva, Italy and 
Zurich, there were always people living with us.

VB: A big family… besides your own…

LH: Yes, we always had guests living with us. And 
API is also a kind of family in the wider sense… 
and I have always cared like a mother for all the API 
family (laughs).

VB: Bruno died three and a half years ago. It was a 
terrible loss for you and for API. How have you borne 
it?

LH: Michael, our son, has taken charge of much of 
what Bruno did for API. For me, that is a great gift. 

Personally I am in spiritual contact with Bruno. But 
I don’t want to speak too much about that. From the 
personal perspective, the vacuum is not too great… 
it is simply that Bruno is not here physically. Having 
always been with people since childhood, for the 
first time in my life I am alone. But this does not 
make me suffer, on the contrary, I enjoy being alone.

VB: You have dedicated yourself to astrology and 
esotericism for decades. When you look back, what has 
changed?

LH: Twenty or thirty years ago, when I spoke about 
karma and reincarnation in my lectures, Bruno 
whispered in my ear: “Don’t talk about that!” In 
those days, such themes were not talked about 
widely, whereas today esotericism is in the street. In 
antiquity, there were mystery schools. Later, Helena 
Blavatsky published The Secret Doctrine (1888), and 
last century Alice Bailey appeared on the scene… 
today, such questions are in the public domain. This 
forms part of the divine plan. The human being has 
matured much… Thank God!

VB: Astrology has evolved enormously over the last 50 
years, and you have played an important part in this 
process.

LH: Astrology is an expansive concept that is 
continually evolving. Although we have developed 
the Huber method with its rules, we are always open 
to possible innovations. For example, we are now 
integrating the theme of transformation.

VB: What do you mean by the theme of transformation?

LH: It’s a developmental process on four levels. All 
the components of the horoscope can be interpreted 
at four levels (physical, emotional, mental, and more 
recently at a fourth level that we call the level of 
transformation). We start with these four dimensions 
and interpret, for example, the planets, not only 
from a material perspective but also at psychic, 
mental, and transformational levels. This theme is 
detailed in our last book, The Planets, because today’s 
human being can understand the four dimensions so 
much better than in the past. The majority of people 
increasingly reject polarized thinking in terms of 
black and white and are more interested in questions 
of evolution and the meaning of the Whole.

VB: How did you arrive at this system of four 
dimensions?

LH: Through concepts published by Alice Bailey in 
Treatise on the Seven Rays and other esoteric works. 
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VB: Have you incorporated esoteric concepts from Alice 
Bailey into astrology?

LH: The concepts of Alice Bailey have always been 
fundamental, as has the Psychosynthesis of Roberto 
Assagioli. The Tibetan spoke of three horoscopes 
and we work with three horoscopes. For me, this 
demonstrates that what we are doing is right. Aspect 
patterns are something else. I have a quadrangular 
structure and Bruno a more triangular one. At first 
I wanted to change Bruno into a quadrangular type 
and behave as though I had a triangular structure. 
When we understood that each one of us must 
live our own aspect picture, we began to be more 
creative. This experience enabled us to transmit to 
our students from the start that they should not seek 
to manipulate or change the aspect structure.

VB: And what is the basis of your conceptual model?

LH: Our work and our conceptual astrological 
model are oriented towards self-healing (self-
awareness and self-therapy). We have seen the 
results in our students. After three years of training 
they are new people (without us having influenced 
their developmental process). It happens universally 
through a conceptual astrological model. 

VB: And why do you call your method astrological 
psychology instead of psychological astrology?

LH: Our astrology is itself a psychology. Bruno 
attributed great importance to the name. We do not 
follow the methodical principles of Jung, Adler, or 
others… Bruno developed a psychological method, 
so we call it astrological psychology. In contrast, 
the representatives of psychological astrology aim 
to incorporate Jungian concepts or methods, or 
transactional analysis into their life scripts. I always 
say to my students: “We do astrological psychology, 
psychological astrology is what others do”.

VB: Is this affirmation to be taken as an evaluation?

LH: No. Seen from the evolutionary perspective, 
every approach has its place. Astrology is multi-
faceted. You have your place, I have mine, Liz Greene 
has hers, and so has Elizabeth Teissier… there comes 
a point where you should not judge or attack those 
who do not think the same way as you.

VB: I am in complete agreement.

LH: Nevertheless, the opposition phase (which 
is part of every developmental process) is also 
important and, when we are in it, the first thing 
we do is fire off at others. This is part of a three-

dimensional process: at the first level, we encounter 
blindness, at the second level polarization, and at the 
third level we achieve understanding.

VB: When you look towards the future, what is most 
important for you?

LH: The preservation of API, to leave it so that it 
can autonomously grow. That is why I continue 
being so active. But I still do not have a clear vision 
as to whether API will last as an institution or only 
survive in spirit.

VB: How would it be if API left only a spiritual legacy?

LH: This would mean that a large number of people 
used the organic concept of astrological psychology 
in harmony with evolutionary thinking. Many 
people would benefit from it, living more globally, 
knowing themselves better, and treating their peers 
with greater understanding. This would facilitate 
expansion of consciousness without necessarily 
depending on API as an institution. API’s concept 
can be assimilated by many more people because it 
is systematized, so anyone can use it.

VB: And what will happen to the institute?

LH: I don’t know. In reality, I don’t know how 
long the institute will continue to exist… that will 
depend on Michael and my grandchildren… it’s in 
the hands of divine will. I have completed my task 
and, when I look back, I see a life in which I have 
accomplished my mission.

VB: What personal desires do you have?

LH: In reality, I have had three incarnations in this 
life and soon I will be 80… What more do I want? 
Perhaps I could still interiorize all that I have done 
in my life…

VB: If a young person asked you to give reasons for 
studying astrology, what would you say?

LH: That astrology is a helpful tool in life.

VB: Louise, thank you with all my heart for such an 
interesting interview.

¤ ¤ ¤ ¤ ¤
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felt a discharge of electricity when he first met him. Says 
Picasso’s biographer:

Picasso was for the women and many of the men in his 
life both the irresistibly seductive Don Juan and the divine 
Krishna who promised access to a heightened reality.

With his Sun in the 5th house, the heat was on in 
Picasso’s creations and on his social scene. He produced 
a staggering 20,000 paintings, prints, drawings, 
sculptures, ceramics and theatre sets in his lifetime. He 
had four children with three women, but he enjoyed his 
artistic creations more than his human ones. He had 
countless encounters with men and women in the artist 
world as well as high society, and he often burnt them 
to cinders. 

No matter how he had risen in the world, Picasso 
remained a man of the earth. Even when he’d acquired 
considerable wealth, he preferred a Bohemian lifestyle. 
With a surplus of 12, the earth in him is excessive. No 
wonder he always remembered his time with a Gypsy 
man in Horta, a wild spot in Andalusia, as the time of 
his life. Or that his art focused so strongly on form - a 
form he wanted to chop up and put together in ever 
more unexpected and shocking ways.  

The Cutting Edge
Picasso’s chart resembles an axe with its cutting edge 
predominantly in the area of creative self-expression, its 
head in the 11th house and its blue handle in the 1st 
and 4th houses. A violent image, perhaps, but much of 
Picasso’s art has a disturbing, brutal effect on viewers. He 
was the creator of Cubism, an art form that literally cuts 
reality into pieces. Think of his Guernica with severed 
people and animals to portray the dismemberment of 
reality, not only by wars, but also by his drive to destroy 
the substance of reality – form – as seen by artists before 
him. 

Creator and Destroyer
The Picasso biography by Arianna Stassinoupoulos 
Huffington is subtitled: Creator and Destroyer – a fitting 
description of his Sun in Scorpio’s sex, death and rebirth. 
Add to this Scorpio’s destructive jealousy and we have 
the main themes of Picasso’s life. His edge, the instinct 
to create and destroy, was at the heart of his artistic and 
emotional life. And with his Moon as the strongest ego 
planet, this would take its toll on men and women alike. 

Death and Rebirth
Ironically, Picasso’s birth was one of death. Had his 
uncle, who was a doctor, not blown smoke into the 
newborn’s nostrils, he might never have taken his first 
breath. Could this early experience be what underlay his 
lifelong fear of death, aided and abetted by a Moon/
Pluto opposition, as well as Mercury in Scorpio’s 12th-
house underworld? As his biographer says: 

Picasso was a seismograph for the conflicts, turmoil, 
doubts and anxieties of his age.   

El Duende
Picasso was born in Malaga where the Andalusians 
use the word duende to describe the palpable fire in 
some people. He wasn’t particularly impressive as a 
male, being short and stocky and looking much like 
the bullfighters he adored, but with four oppositions 
running through his core, there certainly is an unusually 
great amount of inner tension. His first long-term 
partner, Fernande Olivier mentioned … his radiance, an 
inner fire one sensed in him… The writer Jean Cocteau, 
one of the Bohemians Picasso associated with in Paris, 

Wanda continues her series of ‘biographies penned by the planets’, taking a look at the chart of Pablo 
Picasso (Part 1 of 2.)

Picasso 1
The Magician
by Wanda Smit

Pablo Picasso
25.10.1881, 23:15, Malaga, Spain
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Great Inner Tensions
The Sun and Saturn

His Sun is opposed by Saturn on the Relationship 
Axis and, in childhood, this manifested in a father and 
a mother who were poles apart: where he was flying 
with creative imagination, she was down-to-earth and 
domineering. Picasso adored his father who was an artist. 
“To me, man is Don José, and will be all my life.” But after 
he won his first Gold Medal in an Art Exhibition at age 
16, he would rebel against his father’s realistic art. The 
split would continue to widen over the years. 

This drive to shine more brightly than others would 
lead to an urge to dominate and a growing egocentricity, 
as if he, like the Sun, aided and abetted by an assertive 
Mars, were the centre of the universe. Picasso’s Sun 
is opposed by Saturn in the 11th house, and indeed, 
he was often criticised by the powers-that-be, the art 
fraternity and later the Communists, for his outrageous 
thinking. Once he became famous though, Saturn was 
silenced as Picasso would do with any opposition from 
his friends, partners and lovers. 

With his excessive fixed motivation Picasso couldn’t 
let go of his set ways, his possessions – his houses were 
extremely cluttered – or his women. The worst that 
could happen to him was a woman leaving him, like the 
lover in his fifties, Francoise Gilot, did. 

I’d rather see a woman die, any day, than see her 
happy with someone else. 

He was so incensed when Francoise married another 
man that he refused for years to let the two children she 
had had with him have the Picasso name.

The Moon

The Moon, his strongest ego planet, was opposed by 
Pluto, creating a feeling of chaos in him. A sense of 
death was a constant in his life, causing depression and 
creating frightening images of terror and decay. When he 
was 13, his beloved sister Conchita died of diphtheria. 
Before this smiling blonde girl he had drawn so tenderly 
died, he had made a pact with God: if she lived, he 
would stop drawing and painting. When she died, he 
decided God is evil. This discord created lifelong guilt 
in Picasso, as if his gift had killed someone. As it could 
continue to do over the years? 

During a period of deathly despair, when his AP was 
forming a square with the Moon and Pluto opposition 
(1901), his Blue Period produced a procession of 
paintings of dehumanised beggars, lonely harlequins, 
tormented mothers, the sick, the hungry and the lame. 
After his first exhibition in Paris, a French newspaper 
wrote about the ‘sterile sadness that weighs down his 
work.’ 

Most of the faces he paints grimace, not smile. His world 
is no more habitable than lepers’ homes. And his painting 
itself is sick. 

The Moon/Pluto opposition at the base of his 
Ambivalence Triangle released its tension in Venus, in 
the women in his life, an endless line of sexual encounters 
starting with prostitutes – he loved brothels – when 
he was fourteen. Later in life, his partners were much 
younger than he was, sometimes by 40 years, because he 
had to dominate.

Mercury

His thinking in the area of his work, his art, was opposed 
by both Jupiter in the 11th house – as if it wanted him 
to see the bigger picture of what his art showed him 
about Being – and by transforming Pluto in the dark 
depths of his inner world. His utterances on art are often 
incomprehensible. But then, he was no intellectual as 
borne out by the lack of air in his temperament. Rather, 
he depended on his writer friends to provide the words 
to promote his thinking in his art. (He was of course 
Spanish, and didn’t speak French well enough.) Whilst 
he wrote poems later, Gertrude Stein told him he’d 
never be a writer. 

Shifts in Consciousness
While his age point was traversing Gemini and Cancer 
in the first house of self-assertion, Picasso already started 
asserting his creative communication: he would draw 
what he wanted to eat at age 3. The Cancerian caring he 
experienced came from four women in his family seeing 
to his every need. No wonder he suffered – the first low-
point in his life – when his sister Lola was born between 
ages 3 and 4, and he was no longer the centre of their 
universe.

His need in childhood to be the most important 
person was soon supplanted by his need for security 
which he now sought from his father. His father did 
everything he could to develop his son’s talent. Only his 
father could take Picasso to and fetch him from school, 
unless they wanted a tantrum.  Later in life, he’d be as 
demanding with his male friends, expecting them to 
always be there for him, yet often not returning the 
favour and even betraying them like he did with the 
poet Apollinaire.

At age 11 when his AP was in the house of 
possessions, Picasso recognised his ability to create and 
it would henceforth become his measure of self-worth 
and his means of income, turning him into a millionaire 
at age 40 when other artists were down and out in Paris.  

During the 3rd house of learning, Picasso had a 
difficult time at both conventional and art schools. He 
didn’t want to learn words and numbers. He wanted 
to draw and often doodled throughout classes. At age 
13, when he had his first exhibition, he knew he was 
an artist, not a scholar. Even at the Art Schools in 
Barcelona and Madrid, where he was accepted although 
his school records were a lie paid for by his father, he 
found the academic approach ponderous. In Barcelona 
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– the anarchistic capital of Europe at the time – his 
preference started for the ‘anarchist in politics, the nihilist 
in philosophy and the symbolist in art’ as his biographer 
states. He wanted to experience a reality beyond everyday 
life. His drawing at the time of Christ blessing the Devil 
clearly shows his anti-establishment stance.

At age 18 when his AP was fired up by a Pluto square, 
Picasso went through his Black Period, producing 
gloomy, dread-filled works: The Kiss of Death, The Cry 
of Death, Presence of Death, etc. The first crossing (C1) 
at age 19 was a major shift in his life: he now took on 
the name of Picasso, rather than his family name, Ruiz, 
and was promoted by his writer friend, Jaume Sabartes 
who initiated the Picasso Legend. He moved into an 
apartment with another Spanish artist, frequented Els 
Quatre Gats, the first in a long line of Bohemian cafés. 
Here he was introduced by writer friends to Nietzsche’s 
concepts of ‘God is dead’ and the Superman. This would 
add more fuel to the fire in him. Before he left for Paris 
where the major art developments were happening, 
Picasso did a drawing of himself with the caption: I, the 
King.

When his AP transited Uranus in the fourth house, 
linked by a trine to Neptune in a Taurean 11th house, 
Picasso received a gift he’d always have in abundance: 
creative freedom. Not that this made him happy: The 
Sick Child, The Tragedy, Poor People’s Household are all 
from his Blue Period when his age point was at the 4th-
house low point. Said one critic of these works:

It is extraordinary, this sterile sadness which weighs 
down the entire work of this very young man. 

His painting The Two Sisters expressed the dichotomy 
in his idea of women as madonnas and women as whores. 
Whilst he idolised his mother, he was constantly in the 
company of prostitutes.

Fortunately, when his AP conjoined Venus in 1904, 
he met statuesque Fernande Olivier, and his first real 
relationship began. Soon his Blue Period was followed 
by his Rose Period. Venus had released the tension of 
the Moon/Pluto opposition in him. But it wouldn’t be 
forever. 

As his AP approached the 5th house, he was 
socialising with avant-garde writers and poets such as 
Max Jacob, Guillaume Apollinaire and Paul Eluard. 
It seems that Venus was only necessary to release all 
the pent up energy in him, otherwise he preferred the 
company of men. He adored Gertrude Stein, but then, 
she was rather mannish. Soon his social circle grew to 
include artists like Matisse – poles apart in sensibilities 
from Picasso - and Georges Braque with whom he would 
become the co-creator of Cubism, an unprecedented 
revolution in art. 

Picasso now collaborated with Braque for the first 
Cubist Exhibition in November 1908, which coincided 
with his age point meeting up with the Sun. He shone at 
his brightest during this period. Fernande felt left out as 

Picasso’s passion went into his work and his relationship 
with Braque. As he said:

Braque is the woman who loved me most.
Picasso was now, together with his new ‘woman’ the 

main attraction in the art world: he sold 50 paintings 
to a Russian art dealer that year. He was becoming a 
wealthy man. 

In 1909, Picasso went through the 5th house low 
point: his digestion was in such a bad state that he had 
to give up drinking wine and eat only fish, vegetables 
and grapes. He was becoming what his biographer 
aptly describes as a ‘cosmic discontent. As if he couldn’t 
‘stomach’ his disintegrating reality. Said Gertrude Stein 
of him:

…the souls of people do not interest him…for him the 
entire reality of life is in the head, the face and the body.

As his Age Point moved into the 6th house he was 
so involved in his work that Fernande sought intimacy 
elsewhere. Picasso then fell in love with Eva Gouel, a 
small, soft, gentle woman who seemed to come from a 
higher realm. They left Paris for the French countryside. 
The man of the earth was happier than ever. His 
landscapes and still-lives now showed an unexpected 
tenderness, as if he had moved beyond his tortured 
reality. Then Eva became ever more frail and finally died 
of tuberculosis. Picasso was devastated.

It is noteworthy that this happened when his Age 
Point was encountering the Moon, that powerful energy 
in his psyche. But the Moon, as we have seen, is opposed 
by Pluto, the planet of death and rebirth. However, the 
Moon is also conjunct his North Node in a Sagittarian 
6th house. 

Would he, after the most intense experience of love, 
and death, move in the direction of his soul’s journey: 
magnanimous service to other? Or would he move to 
the opposite pole on the Existential Axis, possibly what 
he had done in a past life, and remain his self-serving 
self?

To be continued.
¤ ¤ ¤ ¤ ¤
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p. 147, Bruno and Louise Huber indicate that the 
AP in Scorpio:

“In each transformation process, there is a clash 
of forces. There is nothing to be afraid of but should 
be treated as an opportunity to transcend one’s 
limitations... the path in this period leads through 
perpetual destruction and reconstruction and requires 
constantly renewed effort, and the shedding of anxiety, 
outmoded forms of behavior and false certainties. What 
has formerly proved successful may now prove to be 
useless. Times alter and some readjustment is needed. 
The conquest of fear of the unknown implies a letting 
go, abandonment, an annihilation of the very things 
that used to give one security. By giving positive welcome 
to irrevocable change, you will develop new abilities…”

Here is a series of dreams that I have had lately.
March 30, 2016 I was at the seashore. There was 

a tide coming in and I watched as some person was 
skipping around the incoming surf. I was in my bathing 
suit and walking parallel to the shore. It was hot on my 
back and I could feel the Sun burning it. I spoke that it 

All my life I have had water dreams. I had a gone 
from having threatening dreams to ones that had me 
in a recreational or researching posture in relation 
to water. It is a fact that I am not attracted to 
strong feeling values. I used to get squeamish when 
my partners would express strong emotions. I am 
more importantly a thinking type and even in my 
horoscope, I don’t have any planets in water signs. 
But what I discovered is that I have learned through 
application of my counseling principles to myself: 
to identify my feelings, express them and not be 
manipulated by them. Even though they might 
represent my inferior function in Jungian terms. 
Emotions are nothing to be afraid of yet I find myself 
being uncomfortable when I am exposed to strong 
emotions by others. The main emotions, I express 
are anger, frustration and competitiveness. I think 
I have a lot of courage and channel my aggressive 
energies mainly through sports and at times, I write 
letters to the editor when I am excited at what I read 
from others and want to debate with them. So for me 
water represents in this aspect of being overwhelmed 
by emotion and feeling. Even in my horoscope in 
dynamic counting, I see the environment wants me 
to be holding long standing (fixed) feelings. This is 
a Scorpio trait. And my under-formed traits - more 
seeking justice and doing so by following laws for 
fairness(Libra) - I do for no other reason than to seek 
what I love without any expectation of reward.

Now that I am retired from a full time career I 
find that with my Age Point in the twelfth house 
in a Water sign (Scorpio), I am being transformed 
by water and change in my life. I am pushing my 
limits and have come up against some pretty tough 
barriers. (Pluto t is conjunct my Sun n in the 2nd 
house). My mind is very nimble but my wisdom is 
limited. I look into the abyss of my own nature and 
find that even with meditation and yoga, journaling 
of my dreams, and keeping busy with my blog I am 
bored in the down time. I have a red natal chart. I 
don’t want to fill all my spare time with counseling 
sessions either in psychotherapy or in astrological 
psychology. Something is missing in my life. I seem 
to be in a rut. What is going on? In Transformation 

John Grove, author of the book ‘Dreams and Astrological Psychology’, reflects on recent dreams and 
his own process of transformation.

Water Dreams and Transformation
by John D.Grove

John D. Grove
07.01.1949, 05:32, Huntingdon, PA, USA
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was high tide as I walked along. I wanted a light 
shirt to put on my back as to shield the heat. 

Interpretation: (If you can’t stand the heat, 
then get off the shore and get into the water!)

April 7, 2016 I was with a group of people 
in the sea; we were playing in the water. All of a 
sudden a huge wave sneaked up behind us and was 
close enough we were able to break through the 
other side before it crashed. But it was so big and 
threatening and went too far inland, into people’s 
yards that we got out of the water. 

Interpretation: Let the water come in, welcome it 
and the changes it brings to the shoreline.

I want to interpret these dreams on two levels, 
one global warming and the other personal interior 
rising of my Kundalini and awakening of the heart 
chakra. 

Even if the global warming issues which these 
dreams imply cause destruction to coastal properties 
and to man, the possibilities of too much heat will 
cause more sunburn; and it should be welcomed 
as a change we will adapt to: electric cars, reducing 
emissions, changes in our relation to fossil fuels, etc. 
And there are subtle changes going on inside me. I 
have meditated 30 minutes daily, five days a week 
for some time. I am using acupressure points to help 
me when I play tennis, to transform my aggressive 
energies into respectful feelings for my partners 
also with the desire to win. I am finding that my 
emotional experience is such that I can love others 
more fully, be less reactive and more understanding 
when I exude compassion. Now I am not just talking 
about this transformation but am actually doing it!

I have always thought I needed achievement to 
feel deserving of love. I have experienced my own 
wounds through not getting the approval I so 
desperately needed as a child from my father. And 
although I am quite successful in the world, my 
satisfaction with this is elusive because what I really 
need is not more achievement but an opening of love 
in myself for myself and being able to admit I need 
tenderness from my significant partners in my life. In 
this way my somatic experience of the heart chakra is 
opened up and accepting; not in denial and obsessed 
with outer world achievement. That has been the 
struggle for me. So water dreams find me heating 

up my heart and opening myself to that boundary 
between consciousness and the unconscious, that 
is exemplified by walking along the seashore. In 
addition, I welcome the huge waves that come with 
high tide of emotions and enthusiastically accept the 
changes they bring.

In my psychotherapy practice, I am using 
acupressure points in psychotherapy to help people 
down-regulate their nervous systems rather than 
having them recapitulate their traumas verbally. 
This is a major change in my psychotherapy using 
the newly popular, Energy Psychology based on the 
clinical implications of neuroscience research in post 
traumatic stress disorder (Bessel A. Van Der Kolk, 
Boston University School of Medicine, The Trauma 
Center). It is based on the studies of the brain which 
concluded that one cannot change the irrational 
(emotional brain) by talking about trauma. The 
only way to change the emotional brain is to change 
internal experience of the body through meditation 
and increasing somatic self-awareness absent in 
people who are traumatized.

So one can see I am going through change 
internally and applying these changes to my clients 
in psychotherapy also. I think it helps me to be a 
better therapist and astrologer ; more experiential 
with of the other side of life as represented by the 
emotional brain. 

¤ ¤ ¤ ¤ ¤

Wave image: https://eyesofodysseus.files.wordpress.
com/2012/06/big-ocean-wave-wallpaper.jpg
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healing through psychosynthesis, and collective wounds 
requiring personal therapy appear in the moon node chart, 
which interacts with the natal chart through age points 
on the Life Clock, Huber has not adopted into its system 
the minor planet/comet between Saturn and Uranus 
named after Chiron the centaur, which has become the 
archetype of the wounded healer for many psychological 
astrologers.3 This does not imply that we operate a closed 
system averse to innovation. Far from it. Bruno Huber 
kept abreast of the latest research and Louise, in her 2003 
interview with Verena Bachmann, reasserted astrological 
psychology’s openness to innovation.4

Huber astrology evolved in the latter half of the 20th 
century, responding primarily to the needs of the post-
war European psyche. Now in the 21st century, as we 
witness unprecedented changes on Earth and become 
increasingly aware of our expanding universe, it is time 
to consider what the dwarf planets might reveal to us 
individually and collectively. Thanks to Alison Chester-
Lambert, of the Midland School of Astrology, who has 
researched their mythologies and meanings and uploaded 
many articles onto the Internet, and to Libra Rising and 
Richard Brown, for making ephemerides of TNOs freely 
available online, we can access fundamental data with 
relative ease, and I hope readers will experiment with 
their own charts and share their findings.5

Ceres, Mother Goddess of Nature
In January 1801, 
Ceres was sighted by 
Giuseppe Piazzi in 
Palermo, Sicily, and 
named after the Roman 
corn goddess. Her 
discovery corresponded 
to a revolution in 
farming techniques, and she was hailed as a planet but, 
as other objects emerged in the 1850s, she became just 
another asteroid among the many orbiting between 
Mars and Jupiter.6 By the mid-twentieth- century, 
some astrologers began introducing the larger asteroids 
into charts, while Dane Rudhyar considered them 
jointly as ‘sympathetic resonances’ and warned against 
attributing too much significance to every fragment of 
the whole.7 Whereas the diameter of Ceres is no larger 
than 945km/587miles—about the size of Texas—it is 
the only asteroid fully rounded by its own gravity, and 
its promotion to dwarf planet, in 2006, coincided with 

On 24 August 2006, the International Astronomical 
Union (IAU) coined the term ‘dwarf planet’ to describe 
a celestial body with hydrostatic equilibrium and gravity 
that orbits the Sun in the same way as a planet, but is 
smaller in size and has not cleared the neighbouring 
debris from its path. To the consternation of astrologers, 
the transpersonal planet Pluto, discovered in 1930, was 
demoted in status to a dwarf. Pluto, on the fringes of our 
solar system, makes its eccentric orbit around the Sun in 
the Kuiper Belt beyond Neptune, occasionally venturing 
inside Neptune’s path. Pluto moves in concert with its 
largest moon Charon—the ferryman who carries souls 
across the Styx to the underworld—accompanied by four 
or more smaller satellites and, through our relationship 
with Pluto’s intense vibration we access our most life-
changing experiences. The potency and will we astrologers 
attribute to Pluto cannot suddenly vanish under the 
carpet because astronomers change its definition. Dwarf 
or not, we know Pluto is powerful. Even astronomers were 
impressed when they photographed its ice mountains 
in August 2015 and, on a recent Horizon programme 
(BBC2, 13 April 2016), it was suggested that, as the Sun 
heats up, its ice might melt into life-supporting water, 
making Pluto a habitable place some day in the distant 
future.

In More Plutos, Sue Kientz asserts that 
the addition of more Trans-Neptunian 
Objects (TNOs) like Pluto to the chart 
gives personal planets ‘a full complement 
of associations’: ‘including the dwarf 
planets is like getting the deluxe Crayola 
Crayon box with the rainbow of hues’. 
Kientz enthusiastically introduces her readers to eleven 
TNOs, ranking four as ‘indispensable’ to astrological 
interpretation. They are Eris, Makemake, and Haumea—
officially classified as dwarf planets—and Sedna, about 
whom the jury is still out.1 These four TNOs are the focus 
of this paper, together with Ceres—the largest celestial 
body in the asteroid belt between Mars and Jupiter—
which was promoted to dwarf planet status in 2006.

Following the IAU’s introduction of dwarf planets, 
Harald Zittlau wrote an article on TNOs in Astrolog, 
155 (January 2007), and the same issue carried a reprint 
of one on Pluto and Chiron by Bruno Huber—first 
published in 1985—as well as some philosophical and 
psychological reflections by Wolfhard König. English 
translations of all three articles feature in Astrolog I.2 As 
the astrological psychology model is oriented towards self-

Sue considers the implications of the recently designated dwarf planets for astrological interpretations.

Dwarf Planets in Our Expanding Universe
How might we interpret Ceres, Eris, Makemake, 
Haumea, and Sedna?
by Sue Lewis
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growing anxiety as to how the world could produce 
sufficient food to feed its expanding population and 
increased awareness of the horrors of child abduction 
and abuse. The well-known mythological story of how 
Proserpina/Persephone, daughter of Ceres/Demeter/
Mother Nature, stooped to pick a flower and was 
abducted by Pluto/Hades has long been a favourite at 
transpersonal psychology workshops. As the mother 
mourned the loss of her daughter, she ceased to tend the 
land and the crops failed, until Jupiter/Zeus brokered a 
pact between Ceres and Pluto that would allow Proserpina 
to spend half the year on earth with her mother and half 
the year in the underworld with him. The reinstatement 
of Ceres resonated to a rise in public consciousness of 
such issues as drought and abduction. The 4.6-year orbit 
of Ceres is greater than Mars—nearly 2 years—but less 
than Jupiter—about 12 years. She could be a surviving 
planetary embryo dating back to the formation of the 
asteroid belt. The alternative theory that she came into 
being in the Kuiper Belt like Pluto, before migrating 
inwards to the circle of asteroids, contributes another 
layer to the legend of Ceres, Proserpina and Pluto. But 
what does Ceres add to our understanding of the chart of 
an individual, and how can we incorporate her into the 
Huber system? Might Ceres be given auxiliary tool planet 
status alongside Venus, supporting the maternal aspect 
of Saturn, and the earthly attributions of Jupiter (senses) 
and Mercury (rulership of Virgo)?

Faye Cossar of the Amsterdam School of Astrology 
uses the Huber Life Clock for vocational counselling 
and, in an article for The Mountain Astrologer, she has 
demonstrated how Ceres Age Points (APs) illuminate 
the chart of peacemaker and elder, Scilla Elworthy, who 
chaired a South African nutrition 
education organization in the 
1970s.8 Elworthy’s sunrise birth 
data, verified by a Scottish birth 
certificate, shows 12th house Ceres 
in Taurus conjunct Mercury and 
sextile Jupiter/Venus in Cancer 
in the 3rd house, and the AP 
opposition from the 6th house in 
1975 highlights her concern with 
nutrition across the existence axis. 
Ceres-type themes such promoting 
good nutrition and environmental 
wellbeing have a predominant place 

in her life’s journey, once again accentuated in 2011 when 
AP was conjunct Ceres.

Demetra George has explored Ceres themes in the 
context of the Eleusinian mysteries:

‘Ceres, as mother of the world, moves us to care about 
the homeless, the hungry, and the destruction of the Earth’s 
resources. She urges us to take compassionate action, to 
provide for fundamental human needs, and to care for the 
body of the Earth that supports and sustains us. Not only did 
Ceres give birth to the living, in her aspect as Persephone, she 
received the souls of the dead back into her womb to prepare 
them for rebirth. Thus Ceres can also express as a vocation 
for hospice work, facilitating the life/death transition on the 
physical as well as the psychological level.

Ceres teaches the wisdom that excessive attachment and 
possessiveness often result in eventual loss, and that sharing 
and letting go lead to reunion. She embodies the great truth 
of transformation—that from death comes new life.’9

The inclusion of Ceres in my own chart was a 
revelation, less in the contexts of vocation or AP—which, 

in my case, aligns with transition from the 8th to the 9th 
house—than for its configuration in the natal chart. A 
second vertical Large Learning Triangle pinned by Ceres, 
Moon and Mercury, runs alongside the first comprising 
Saturn, Moon and Uranus, both linking Aries, Cancer and 
Virgo and houses 3, 7, and 8, uniting the mysteries of life 
force, bonding, and death.10 Stressed Ceres on the cusp of 

the 9th house has thrown into relief 
a dimension of my relationship 
with mother corresponding to some 
of the Ceres issues highlighted by 
George.11 In chapter 4 of Astrological 
Psychology, Western Esotericism, 
and the Transpersonal, I referred to 
mother’s fragility, her near-death 
experience during childbirth and 
inability to breastfeed her daughter.12 
This does not, in my case, imply 
undernourishment, for great care 
was taken to provide the right 
substitute, and meals were always 

Sue Lewis
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well-balanced and appreciated in our home. I have never 
suffered eating disorders—which can be signposted by 
Ceres in some charts—but I did crave affection (note the 
one-way quincunxes from Moon/child reaching out to 
Saturn and Ceres representing mother). My mother, often 
tired and anaemic, gladly let my father have fun with his 
daughter, realizing too late that he breached boundaries. 
Here was the abduction, after which father, mother, and 
child suffered transformative illnesses and, within a few 
years, my father died. Following mother’s mastectomy, 
she received two blood transfusions and, some years 
later, said she wished she had been given blood following 
childbirth. As she recovered from breast cancer, she spoke 
highly not only of the surgeon but also of the aftercare, 
believing the receipt of higher quality blood from an 
unknown donor gave her more energy and stamina later 
in life. For many years, mother and I operated in a co-
dependent unit. When George writes, ‘In the desire of 
Ceres parents to keep their children safe, they can become 
overly controlling and restrictive’, it strikes a chord, without 
truly describing our relationship.13 In some respects I 
grew up quickly, sharing responsibilities, sometimes I 
was thrown into testing situations ‘for my own good’, 
on occasions I disengaged from freeing activities because 
mother feared I might have an accident, and when life 
became intolerable I survived for her sake. Whereas I 
may regret a few decisions or my capitulation to her will, 
most of her choices were intelligent and perceptive. She 
was a creative, insightful, and courageous woman, who 
embraced survival and knew when her task was complete. 
Although she had the more controlling personality, and 
my authentic self-expression has come late in life, she 
made every effort to engage me in decision-making and 
avoid being domineering. In her chart, Ceres was exactly 
conjunct Jupiter, both conjunct Uranus across the IC in 
Aquarius.

The TNOs
During the first decade of the 21st century, Professor 
Michael E. Brown and his team at California Institute 
of Technology (Caltech) focused a huge telescope on the 
Kuiper Belt beyond the orbit of Neptune and discovered 
numerous objects, including Eris (October 2003), Sedna 
(November 2003), Haumea (December 2004), and 
Makemake (March 2005). The Institute of Astrophysics 
of Andalusia was making similar investigations and 
there is a dispute over who spotted Haumea first. The 
discovery of these TNOs alongside Pluto in the Kuiper 
Belt, described by Chester-Lambert as ‘the real metaphor 
for the underworld and the 4th dimension/dark matter/
dark energy’, with recognition that Eris has a greater mass 
than Pluto and argument over whether Eris or Haumea 
should be designated 10th planet—these events led to 
classification of Pluto, Eris, Haumea and Makemake as 
dwarf planets.14

Whereas I am making some suggestions as to how 
Ceres might be incorporated into Huber models—

among the sensory planets on the lowest rung in the 
fixed column, and at the base of Bruno’s Amphora—
TNOs add another layer to the transpersonal or spiritual 
planets; they circulate beyond the opening of the 
Amphora, and around the perimeter of Assagioli’s Egg. 
Of the four TNOs I am discussing here, three are named 
after goddesses and one after a creator god but, bearing 
in mind that Huber astrology is not tied to mythology 
in the way it interprets planetary energies, and that the 
Hubers have commented on the hermaphroditic qualities 
of spiritual planets, with their combinations of passive-
receptive selection and goal-oriented initiatives, I shall 
not assign TNOs to motivational columns.15

In January 2016, astronomers recorded their opinion 
that an unknown major planet is orbiting in outer space, 
echoing Dane Rudhyar’s speculation in The Galactic 
Dimension of Astrology. Rudhyar suggested that such a 
planet or planets might be viewed as ‘Ambassadors of the 
Galaxy… agents for the dissemination of a galactic quality 
of existence’. As such, they could be seen as ‘radically 
transformative, indeed subversive forces at work in the 
solar system’.16 Copyrighted in 1975, this work predates 
recent discoveries by nearly 30 years, but Rudhyar was a 
visionary, embracing galactic consciousness and tuning 
into the corresponding chords of our expanding universe 
and our heightened awareness as individuals.

Although Eris has been dubbed by some as the 10th 
planet, giving us the title of Henry Seltzer’s book—
about which I will say more—following classification 
of Eris, Pluto and others as dwarves, astronomers now 
refer to a large celestial body they anticipate finding as 
the 9th planet, beyond Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, 
Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune.17 Such a discovery 
will open yet another door of perception, as we re-
envisage ourselves, our solar system, and our place in 
the multiverse. Meanwhile, I am taking a few tentative 

Modified Amphora
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steps to consider what some of these recently-discovered 
bodies might signify for us here and now.

Eris
Sister of Ares/Mars: personification of strife, discord, 
and rivalry.

Eris, sighted in 2003, is about the same size as Pluto but 
greater in mass and more eccentric in orbit. Whereas 
Pluto takes 247 years to circle the Sun, Eris takes 556 
years and, when she is furthest from the Earth and Sun, 
she orbits very slowly indeed. She has been in Aries since 
1927 and this year, 2016, she has reached 22-23°Aries. 
The first glyph proposed for her was a reversal of Venus 
resembling a church tower. The one gaining popularity, 
is a reversal of Mars with the arrow pointing straight 
downwards, and the circle on top showing kinship with 
Venus and Pluto.18 Eris, the sister of Ares, emerges from 
the primordial forces of the night, and represents the 
spirit of competition. She threw the apple intended for 
the fairest goddess, and Paris made the judgement that 
triggered the Trojan War.19 Chester-Lambert explores 
the duality of Eris, who can wreak havoc if she feels 
jealous or picked-on, but whose good qualities encourage 
ambition, and promote the highest justice.20 Kientz, who 
defines Eris as ‘the discomforting other’, is critical of 
the mythology-led interpretations of Chester-Lambert, 
Seltzer, and others—and she has a point—but her 
suggestion that Eris might take over rulership of Libra 
apparently endorses Chester-Lambert’s association with 
the scales of justice. Her lists of chart data representing 
‘Eris behaving badly’, ‘Eris at its best’, ‘Eris in the arts’, 
and ‘Eris the exceptional’ use an assortment of aspects 
and need careful sifting before meaningful conclusions 
can be drawn.21 Seltzer’s thorough investigation of what 
Eris might mean, emphasizes her role as female warrior 
and comes to the realization that:

‘if “Goddess” and “Warrior” were two ways of being in 
the world, associated with predominantly feminine and 
masculine approaches, then the archetype of a Warrior 
Goddess was a synthesis of sorts, with the ability to be fierce 
and to fight as necessary, but with an overriding motivation 
for higher purpose, stemming from deep inside. This might 
also be considered vitally appropriate for an emerging 
Aquarian Age, with important values for unity, connection, 
and the furtherance of social needs.’22

Seltzer’s book is an exhilarating read, with profiles 
of memorable film stars, writers and psychotherapists, 
who have left an indelible impression in our minds, but 
I am wary of his archetypal approach and use of wide 
orbs for distant celestial bodies, and I find the spider’s-
webs of aspects in the centre of his charts muddled and 
unreadable. So I have drawn up a Huber-style chart to 
illustrate his text on Peter O’Toole, who was

‘catapulted… to stardom with his searing portrayal of T. 
E. Lawrence as a spiritual warrior for the Arab cause during 
World War 1. As represented in the movie, his real goal was 
the recognition on the world stage of the Arab peoples and 
their needs, and even though he was a European, he fought 
for them with his last ounce of energy. In the movie portrayal, 
O’Toole conveyed the character of a man dedicated to that 
cause, and so attracted to violence and danger that he could 
not resist it. He was also beloved of the Bedouin brethren 
he led and was thought by them to have magical powers to 
escape the bullets of his enemies.’23

The central pattern of O’Toole’s chart is a Striving 
Figure, or green dragon, and Eris, at 2°49 Aries, is square 
to Venus at 1°31 Cancer—a blue/green pinning planet 
belonging to the central figure. This square is reinforced 
by Makemake at 2°06 Cancer.

Lawrence of Arabia came out in 1962 so, when 
filming in 1961, O’Toole’s AP in the mutable section of 
the 5th house would have made an opposition to Eris, 
creating a temporary all-red Achievement Triangle with 
Venus/Makemake. O’Toole was in touch with powerful 
spiritual forces that synchronized and illuminated the 
role of Lawrence of Arabia at that time.

Also notable is the close conjunction of Haumea at 
5°03 Leo to Moon at 4°02 Leo, making a trine to Eris in 
Aries, as well as reinforcing the Sun/Moon conjunction 
at the base of the green dragon’s backbone opposition. 
Mercury at 1°47 Virgo makes a quincunx to Eris in 
Aries, and this puts Eris in the mutable third of the 
11th house moving towards the cusp of the 12th at 
the helm of a Surfer. Venus/Makemake conjunct Mars, 
Moon/Haumea conjunct Sun, and Mercury flanked on 
either side by Jupiter and Neptune form the base of the 
Surfer. It is worth reminding ourselves of the qualities 
of a Surfer: ‘sensitized to the changing elements’ while 
being ‘well under control’; whose ‘goal is to master the 
unpredictable, dynamic processes and energies; with the 
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‘ability to recognize natural forces and to reject the artificial 
and the illusory’; quick to recognize ‘opportunities for 
change when others have already given up’; becoming an 
‘orientation flag… sensitive to the balance of power’.24 
You can envisage O’Toole as Lawrence poised on the ship 
of the desert, perfectly balanced on his camel, navigating 
the undulating dunes of the desert.

Few of Seltzer’s examples are as well targeted as 
O’Toole’s, and I was disappointed by the blandness of his 
final cookbook. Only when he talks about Eris in aspect 
to Chiron does his warrior ‘connected to deeper purpose’ 
re-emerge. His text on Eris is peppered with references 
to Chiron, and I was left with the uncomfortable sense 
of someone with a passion for engaging with new 
archetypes—first Chiron, then Eris. Reading Seltzer has 
inspired me to reconsider some interesting characters, 
whose contributions have transcended time and space, 
but his examples need some unravelling to see which 
characteristics define Eris and which might be attributed 
to another TNO.

Looking at my own chart, I find Eris at 7°29 Aries 
in exact conjunction with Moon at 7°54 Aries, with Eris 
adding determination and bravery to an intercepted 
Moon that conducts much of the orchestra from an 
unseen place in the middle of the 3rd house at base of the 
chart, and from which somehow or other it needs to put 
its message out.

Makemake, Haumea, and Sedna
The naming 
of these three 
significant TNOs 
has departed 
from classical 
Greek and Roman 
mythology and 
drawn inspiration 
from deities of 
the Pacific Ocean. 
Makemake is 
the great creator 
bird god and sea spirit of Easter Island, and his dwarf 
planet was discovered at Easter. Haumea is the Hawaiian 
goddess of creation, and her dwarf planet—more cigar-
shaped than spherical—is made of solid volcanic rock 
that has been in collisions producing satellites of rocky 
ice, just as Haumea the goddess is associated with rocks 
and stones, and other deities have been formed from 
pieces of her body. Sedna, the ocean goddess of the First 
Nations of Canada, is a creative and destructive primal 
force of nature, controlling vital food resources and 
tsunamis, and encouraging us to raise our environmental 
awareness.25

Chester-Lambert has done sterling work on 
researching their mythology, but what might they mean 
in the astrological chart of an individual?

Kientz associates Makemake with shock and surprise, 
and illustrates her point with Salvador Dali’s chart, where 
Makemake is conjunct the stellium of Sun, Mercury and 
Mars in Taurus, giving a twist to his zany self-presentation:

‘Makemake is intellect that is outside society, outside the 
mainstream’.26 Makemake is conjunct my Sun, so I can 
resonate to that!

She highlights the conjunction of Pluto and Haumea 
in 1879 and again in the 1940s. It was exact when Albert 
Einstein was born. His chart was often used by the 
Hubers, so readers may be familiar with its structure.27 

Kientz comes to the astounding conclusion that Pluto 
and Haumea have become a joint unit in many people’s 
assessments: ‘Pluto is control and power, but Haumea is 
change and transformation, and the reason Pluto has seemed 
to be an agent of change is because many people born in the 
1940s through to the early 1960s have Pluto and Haumea 
either conjunct or in orb of conjunction.’28 My Venus is 
flanked on one side by Pluto and the other by Haumea, 
all in Leo intercepted in the 8th house. No comment!

Whereas Kientz has been sceptical of over-reliance 
on mythology with regard to the other TNOs, she is 
totally absorbed in Sedna’s sad myth, which centres on 
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the suffering of a daughter thrown off a boat into the icy 
water by her father, and can be interpreted at many levels. 
Sedna is seen not so much as a victim, but as someone 
willing to suffer in order to achieve a higher goal. Her best 
example is of the black baseball play, Jackie Robinson, 
who paved the way for black Americans in sport.29

Notwithstanding the excitement over Sedna, and the 
suggestion that its unusual orbit might yield valuable 
information about the Solar System, it has not yet been 
promoted to dwarf planet status, and all eyes are now 
trained on as yet undiscovered ‘planet 9’. The myth of 
Sedna is potent on the Pacific Rim where the San Andreas 
Fault extends northwards through Canada and Alaska, 
with the looming risk of a massive earthquake and 
tsunami, but will its perceived potential to unravel the 
mysteries of the Solar System be eclipsed by the discovery 
of a fully-fledged planet in the Kuiper Belt way beyond 
Neptune? We shall have to wait and see.
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The Mars trine in 2000 enabled her to draw 
on her assertive powers: she went out and bought 
a small restaurant, so as to have more time for her 
creative projects. It was an enjoyable excursion 
into another world and she soon learnt the ropes. 
She felt she could breathe freely again. The sign of 
Sagittarius had indeed opened up new avenues out 
of the Scorpionic hellhole in which she had found 
herself for several years. 

Her relationship planets, Saturn, the Moon and 
Venus, brought gentle energies into her life with the 
semi-sextile to the Moon making her aware of her 
desire to relate to people from the heart. During 
the Venus trine in 2001, she had this dream which 
seems to indicate a healing of the wound she felt so 
intensely at the Venus opposition in 1995:

At last! A dream worth recording: out of my left 
cheek, four stems are sprouting. I know they are roses. 
It is also the birth date of my darling stepfather who 
taught me so much about love and life simply by being 
the way he was. Kind and fun-loving.

These roses with their thorns represent, I feel, the 
four aspects of the feminine: the Great Mother, the 

The Pluto square in 1999 whipped up Diana’s 
willfulness in protecting her property and its most 
valuable assets: her cats. The neighbour’s cat went on 
a spree of viciously attacking her cats, particularly her 
favourite, Tuxedo. A two-year long battle between 
neighbours ensued, resulting in a laywer’s letter and 
extremely unpleasant neighbourliness. 

Had she been a Buddhist, she would have been 
able to disconnect from the issue, but as it involved 
her closest companion, her cat, she couldn’t rise 
above her intense emotions. It was the nastiest 
period in her life and she had more than just a taste 
of Scorpio’s poison. It was also the loneliest time as 
she had no-one who could stand by her during these 
trials and tribulations.  

What made matters worse, was the fixity of it all: 
she felt stuck in a place of extreme conflict, both 
in herself and in her environment. And she would 
remain there until the AP had moved through both 
the fixed eighth house and the fixed sign of Scorpio. 

The only support she got was from the trine to the 
North Node in her first house, where she found the 
strength to ‘go it alone.’ The Neptune semi-sextile 
made her aware of having to get to a point where she 
could forgive and forget whatever had been done to 
her, or – as a nagging thought kept on reminding 
her – whatever she had done to herself.

Fortunately the Mercury square boosted her 
thinking and creative ideas. It was, she says, the most 
creative period of her life. It seemed to her as if all 
these ideas were being ‘channelled’ to her and she 
wondered whether her mentor, with whom she’d lost 
touch when he moved to the East, had anything to 
do with it. She also had strange insights, for example, 
that we humans are irrelevant in the greater scheme 
of things. This could have been Sagittarius on the 
horizon, giving its bigger picture of life, colouring 
her thoughts with brilliant hues, much like a Gustav 
Klimt painting.  Or perhaps it was Mercury playing 
tricks on her mind. He is after all, also known as 
‘The Trickster.’ Either way, she had a sense that life as 
she had known it up to then needed a drastic change 
of action. 

Wanda concludes the final part of her series on Diana’s story, as her Age Point passes through the 9th 
house.

From the West to the East
The 9th 6-year cycle, 1999-2004
by Wanda Smit
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Priestess, the Lover and the Maiden in me. It would 
seem that they are now able to grow from me, from my 
more complete, feminine (left) side and produce their 
glorious beauty. That they are not without thorns seems 
apt: beauty needs to be protected as I discovered on that 
trip to Prague with Rob, lest it be trampled to death by 
insensitive feet (like the proverbial doormat) or plucked 
by careless hands.

Since my discovery that Rob will treat every goddess 
he meets like a doormat and that it is time for me to 
avoid such men, this wonderful dream has come to me. 
Already, I feel all rosy-cheeked.

And then, two days later, on my darling father’s 
second birthday (we never knew if it was on the 26th or 
the 28th) another dream… I am in a room with a man 
like Roland, as well as Minette, Linda and Dyann. 
He and I are making love. He is so gentle and loving 
and I am melted by his warmth and sensitive passion. 
(Roland represents the very refined man to me, not 
without his affectations, but a gentleman nevertheless. 
With an impeccable bedside manner.)

Marie (the maiden) about whom Linda (the 
Priestess) remarks: how ugly she has become. I know 
it is due to her descent into sordidness… gone to the 
dogs… that this once beautiful angel has fallen to 
earth. Dyann (the Great Mother), the one in a bit 
of a huff, decides they should all leave me to be alone 
with Roland. She is slightly jealous I feel, like the Great 
Mother is? The Saturn in my self? Which leaves me, the 
Lover, to be with Roland. (I think the four roses are 
these three women and I and what aspects of them I 
have incorporated). I feel so whole and complete after 
these dreams. Did it take Rob’s nails (as in the cloth he 
gave me with the nails and fish design) to get me to this 
point? Or has the wound he left healed?

As the AP was in the 9th house of deeply 
experienced learning, this thought would have to 
be lived, rather than just remain a theory. And as 
the AP went through the 9th-house low point, she 
experienced the pain of real learning as described in 
a story she wrote for her beloved cat which she had 
to have put down, A Lesson from Cats. 

Shortly after this painful loss, she met a lady who 
would become her close companion for many years 
to come. It seemed that she had learnt her lessons 
in personal relationships for she related to this close 
friend entirely from the heart. It would be the best 
relationship in her life.  

During the Uranus quincunx in 2002, she made 
another unexpected decision on the home front: 
she bought an old farmhouse in the countryside. 

It was her fifth house and when she announced to 
a friend that it would be the last house she would 
ever buy, he just smiled in disbelief. After her bad 
experience with neighbours and the increasing crime 
in Johannesburg, she looked forward to one day 
living in a house that was ‘in the middle of nowhere.’  
It had a sense of space around it with vast vistas of 
valleys and mountains. It could be unnerving to 
people who needed high walls around them. And it 
was so quiet at night that ‘you could hear the angels 
sing’. It would be the perfect space for her sixties and 
seventies. 

During the Sun square in 2002, her mental 
energies were buzzing and she put her heart and soul 
into her writing about the loss of her stepfather, the 
loss of her mentor and of her much loved cat. She 
felt she was finally beginning to live from the heart. 
She seemed to be growing in wisdom.

The Jupiter square in 2004 triggered more travel, 
now with her companion. They regularly travelled to 
different spots in the country, as well as neighbouring 
countries. It was a wonderful year, particularly after 
all the losses of the previous three years. She started 
realising that her life  had to be re-invented. 

The will to make this major change in her life 
was provided by the Pluto trine in 2005. She now 
sold her restaurant and house in the city and went 
overseas to work. Finding employment at her age 
was becoming increasingly difficult. She had walked 
the beaten track back to advertising so often, that 
she didn’t want to do it again. 

During the North Node square, she went to 
South East Asia. Travelling to this part of the world 
had never before been on her agenda, but she felt 
that it was time for her to visit unknown cultures. It 
was where her mentor had died and she believed his 
‘teaching’ would continue there.

The question on her mind was: What will 
remain of me once all those aspects that supposedly 
constitute my personality in Western thinking was 
no longer valid in Eastern being? She always posed 
similar questions to herself before going to a foreign 
country and she believes she always experienced 
what was meant to be. She had long since realised 
that going on a geographical journey was in fact 
going on a journey into herself, much like the hero 
in Conrad’s Heart of Darkness. 

And as the sun was setting in the West on her 
cosmic day, it was just beginning to rise in the East 
of her soul. 
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