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It is interesting to note how Aspect Pattern
astrology is becoming more recognised in the wider
astrological world. The publication Aspect Pattern
Astrology by HopeWell is now being used as a text book
for general astrological courses.
In this issue, APA diplomates explore how Aspect
Pattern astrology has brought insight into their lives
through their charts and the charts of others. In an
extract from Joyce Hopewell’s The Living Birth Chart,
Joyce explores the Dominant Learning triangle in her
own chart and lays out the principles of approaching the
aspect pattern. Sue Lewis observes a lifetime of
experience with an Irritation triangle in her chart, her
familial patterns, and how the energy can be processed
and integrated when it is triggered by Age Point and
transits.
John Grove inquires into the importance of astrological
inheritance through the signs in relation to the aspect
patterns in his chart. Linda Tinsley reflects on her
intuitive approach to the chart through aspect patterns
and Caroline Adlestone looks at the Streamer and
Provocative figures in her chart for more insight into the
unconscious patterns of the psyche.
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In Memory of Alexandra Wax
It was with great sadness that we heard the news of the passing of Alexandra Wax in
October.
Alexandra had recently become the Treasurer of APA and a Trustee.
We offer sincere condolences to her dear family and friends.
Here, some APA members recall Alexandra and make tributes in her memory.

Tributes to Alexandra

I am very sorry to hear of
the sudden death of
Alexandra Wax. She
travelled to London a
couple of times to join my
Astrological Psychology
Group, a few years ago, to
meet other students and
astrologers and share her
insights. She was already a
Psychosynthesis
Counsellor and Therapist
who would complete her
APA Diploma, adding
Astrological Psychology to
her range of skills.
Alexandra expressed warmth and showed
consideration for everyone. May she have a
peaceful journey. My love and sympathy to all
who were close to her.
Love and Light, Sue

I met Alexandra for the first
time earlier this year. In June,
Barry and I were touring
across central England in our
campervan and were staying
in Savernake Forest, close to
Marlborough where
Alexandra lived. As APA
Treasurer, she had some
documents which needed
Barry's co-signature as an
APA Trustee, so she invited
us to have coffee at her home
and do the deed. From our
Camping in the Forest site, we followed the
route Alexandra had sent and walked through
this lush and ancient woodland to her home.
She and her husband Gerald welcomed us and
our dog, who loved exploring their interesting
garden, full of wild areas, a small orchard and a
lot of vegetable plots. We had coffee out on
the lawn and talked about all manner of things.
Both Alexandra and Gerald had trained with
the Psychosynthesis and Education Trust and
saw clients in a room in their home. The
conversation roamed around astrological
psychology, psychosynthesis and Gerald's
approach to growing organic vegetables. Time
flew by, and although none of us had met
before, it was a very comfortable and easy first
meeting. Before we left, Gerald picked some
very healthy stalks of rhubarb from his garden
for us to take away with us

Sue Lewis
I was sorry to hear of the death of Alexandra
Wax. Alexandra kindly volunteered to be the
APA Treasurer from the beginning of the
financial year 2020/21, taking over this role
from Sue Parker and enabling APA to continue
operating. It was not an easy task moving bank
accounts in a time of covid. We owe her a debt
of gratitude for this service.
As it happens, Joyce and I visited Alexandra
and her husband Gerald at their home in
Marlborough earlier this year. We were made
most welcome and enjoyed meeting them for
the first time in their magnificent garden. It
was clear from our conversation that
Alexandra led a busy life and supported several
organisations with her energies. She will be
missed. Thank you Alexandra.

All I knew of Alexandra was her name, from
the times I'd issued both her Foundation
Course certificate and APA Diploma. I'd like
to have known her more, she was a lovely
person to be with, she had a warm smile and
an easy manner. That's what I'll remember.
Rest in Peace, Alexandra.

Barry Hopewell

Joyce Hopewell
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On the Blog

From Twitter

The following posts have appeared on the APA
blog since Conjunction 75 was published in July
(later posts appear rst in each list). Refer to the
APA website for details

In October we reported that we were sorry to
report the sudden and unexpected death of
Alexandra Wax on Sunday 10th October 2021.
Alexandra has been a long-standing APA
m e m b e r, A PA D i p l o m a t e , A s t r o l o g i c a l
Psychology consultant and, since February 2020,
APA Treasurer. We will miss her.

Books
Decisions and choices, from The Living Birth
Chart by Joyce Hopewel

Los Huber, by Barry & Joyce Hopewell. The
Huber biography in Spanish, translated by. José
Antonio Rodríguez. Now available on Amazon.
Paperback or kindle ebook. (Also available in
paperback in German.

Astrological Psychology
The spectrum of severe mental health disorders
and astrological research – a beginning, by John
Grov

Aspect Pattern Astrology is now available in
hardback, as well as paperback.

Charts and Interpretation

There are also a number of references to posts on
Joyce’s blog

Fred Astaire: “Cant act. Slightly bald. Also
dances.” by Joyce Hopewel

¤¤¤¤¤

Gifts for Mankind. Venus at her Most
Fashionable – from Yves Saint Laurent, by
Wanda Smi

APA CONTACTS

Gifts for Mankind. Venus in all her Splendour,
from Klimt. by Wanda Smi

Membership - Trish Crawford *
membership@astrologicalpsychology.org
+ 44 (0) 7975 721877
Website & Publications - Barry
Hopewell*
webmaster@astrologicalpsychology.org
Conjunction Editor - Caroline Adlestone
conjunction@astrologicalpsychology.org
Company Secretary - David Kerr
david@djmkerr.wanadoo.co.uk
Trustees - Indicated by * in the above
Tutors - See
www.astrologicalpsychology.org

The Heroine with My Face, Part 2, by Wanda
Smi

The Heroine with My Face, Part 1. by Wanda
Smi

Events
Building tomorrow’s world today. by Sundial
Centre
The signi cance of the heart. by Sundial Centr
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The Dominant Learning
Triangle,
by Joyce Hopewell
This large triangular gure
has a mutable motivation,
enabling it to go with the
ow of life. It
encompasses the central
core of the chart and
covers a lot of space in the
aspect area of the chart.
For those individuals in whose charts this
pattern is found, a correspondingly large area
of life experience is usually involved

Dominant Learning Triangle

The Dominant Learning triangle represents an
ongoing sequence of learning which is likely to
be a signi cant feature in the person’s life. The
learning process is one of growth, change and
movement. Lessons which dominate the
person’s life will come up time and time again,
and through these they will learn more about
themselves and their interactions with others.
The ongoing learning experience will help to
hone and re ne their own skills
All three aspect colours are present in this
pattern: the cardinal red square, the mutable
green quincunx and the xed blue trine. These
give the ability to take action using the red
aspect, to be aware, question, doubt and search
using the green aspect and enjoy the fruits of
labour in the blue aspect.
The direction the process of learning involved
in this gure takes is important.

Direct

sequence it is known as ‘direct’. This is
signi cant. A direct learning triangle suggests
that the lessons can be learned and absorbed in
a straightforward and uncomplicated way;
life’s lessons are learned quickly when this
gure has a direct motion.

.
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Moving in an anti-clockwise direction, it
always begins with the planet at the red/blue
corner, where the square and trine meet. It
moves along the quincunx and then returns
If the sequence follows a clockwise direction,
along the trine to the place where it started.
the triangle is known as ‘retrograde’, since the
This gives a sequence of red-green-blue, and if
sequence is reversed and becomes red-bluethe Dominant Learning triangle follows this
Conjunction No.76, December 2021
Page 4

fi

fl

fi

In this extract from the chapter, ‘Seeing the Whole Person’ in
The Living Birth Chart by Joyce Hopewell, Joyce examines
the Dominant Learning Triangle in her chart.

attention. I’ll start thinking “There’s got to be a
new way or another way of doing this,” and I’ll
suddenly become full of ideas, open to fresh
input and new ways of looking at things
associated with the situation that feels stale.
A lot of energy is expended at this point
between Uranus, with its urge to make
changes, and Mercury. I do some research,
discuss what is possible and gather as much
information as I can. The red, cardinal phase of
the sequence having been completed, there is
then a period of searching and seeking, and this
is when the quincunx comes into play. I try out
alternative ways of implementing my ideas.
This is not always easy and there may be
periods of trial and error as I try to nd a way
to make things work. Mercury amasses
information and puts things through a testing
phase, and with the 7th house Moon involved, I
need to nd out how it all “feels”. Does it feel
right, not just for me, but for others that I come
into contact with. The Moon is fully engaged
here, checking out the responses of others
against my own. Once this feedback is in place,
the ideas are put into practise and the changes
are made. At this stage of the process, I can
relax into the trine and enjoy the experience of
something new made manifest.

Retrograde

green. The person will most probably nd that
they don’t learn or completely understand the
lessons that life presents the rst time around,
so they will go through the learning process a
number of times before the penny drops and
the learning process is complete.
If we nd one of these learning triangles in a
chart it’s no good expecting the person to have
just one speci c lesson to learn. Life has a
knack of presenting the same or similar lessons
in different guises, so each time it does, the
sequence described will be triggered.
My own chart here has a direct Dominant
Learning triangle at work. I have already talked
about my chart image, colour balance and
shaping/ motivation. (In The Living Birth
Chart. ed.) My chart is horizontal; the Moon
reaches out from the other planets on the “I”
side to make contact with the “You”, standing
alone near the DC. It is the tension ruler in the
chart, a focal point, and its energies are what
others often pick up on when rst meeting me
(or so I’ve been told.)
The Dominant Learning triangle dominates the
whole chart, as there are only two complete
aspects patterns there. The planet at the starting
point of the learning sequence is Uranus. A
dissatisfaction with something will crop up –
maybe I’m looking for some changes, suddenly
noticing that things have become static and
stale and need refreshing. Perhaps some
inspirational ideas will come to me, demanding
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Sue Lewis experiences the energy of the Irritation Triangle in
this encompassing lifetime journey.
descriptions of each aspect figure provide students
with pathways into interpretation. In Astrological
Psychology: The Huber Method, the Irritation Triangle
is described as follows:

Rediscovering Sunlight in an
Irritation Triangl
by Sue Lewis

Being triangular, this figure suggests
constant movement and nervous activity.
There may be long or short periods of
overstimulation during which it is difficult
to adapt to the demands that appear to be
made upon it. This may produce sudden
explosions of anger as a reaction to
outside pressures, but then the matter will
be over and forgotten. The ability to move
and adapt gives these people a chance to
move out of the way and duck the blows
which come to them, thus preventing
themselves from being too easily
manipulated.1

How might we interpret
an Irritation Triangle?
This irregular red/green triangle presents the
challenge of a red opposition flanked by
hypersensitive long and short green steps in
conscious awareness, stretching across the chart
without intervening blue aspects to bring calmness
and tranquillity to the many insights and sensations
this highly-strung figure absorbs. It can veer

This conceptual definition outlines both the
difficulties that may be experienced and potential
escape routes to safeguard an individual’s integrity.
It has a general application, since its specific
operation depends on the relative strengths of the
planets involved, their signs, houses, axes, levels of
being and interconnectedness with other parts of
the chart. The choice of words with reference to
“the demands that appear to be made upon it” is
perceptive because such demands may be selfgenerated, but its depiction of angry reactions
quickly forgotten is less convincing. In my
experience, irritation may be suppressed by the
sensitively aware person who appreciates more
than one viewpoint, has been brought up to be
well-mannered, and often feels responsible for not
being on top of her game while also feeling pushed
to extremes. S/he may endeavour to remain
tolerant, accommodating and reasonable in trying
circumstances. The opposition can hold such
tension for a while, but when someone wakens the
tiger and it roars, the explosion can be seismic, and
the memory lasting.

Irritation Triangle
quickly from excitement, enthusiasm and delight to
tetchy defensiveness as obstacles hamper its way to
discovery or achievement. People with this aspect
figure are often bright and alert but with such
responsive/reactive temperaments they are
susceptible to traumatic reactions that may upset
their fragile balance.

In a recent online lecture presented by Scientific
and Medical Network (SMN), Dr Sally DenhamVaughan commented on the negativity of
psychotherapy over recent years during which
some 45,000 items have been published on mental
difficulties, but only 400 on mental strengths. Too
often a therapist focuses on what has gone wrong
and is quick to apply diagnostic labels and write
prescriptions, instead of taking the long route to
uncover hidden stories that open the way to selfhealing and self-transformation. So I am wary of
statistical exercises that match astrological aspects

Astrological Psychology was conceived while
Bruno and Louise Huber were working at Roberto
Assagioli’s Istituto Psicosintesi in Florence, and the
astrological charts they devised provide the
astrologer with sophisticated maps of the psyche,
portals to a deeper understanding of personality,
motivation, relationships, struggles and successes,
all of which contribute to an individual’s journey
through life. We begin by looking at the whole
chart before focusing on specific parts, and general
1

Astrological Psychology: The Huber Method, ed. by Barry Hopewell (Knutsford: HopeWell, 2017), p. 78.
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and aspect patterns to mental health disorders,
such as outlined in a recent contribution to the
APA blog.2 Astrological psychologists are careful
with keywords, preferring the fluidity of what
Joyce Hopewell calls The Living Birth Chart (2008;
2019) that aims to deepen self-knowledge, heal
divisions, turn setbacks into opportunities, and
steer those who work with its maps of the psyche
towards psychosynthesis which is, in Jean Hardy’s
words, A Psychology with a Soul (1987).

security and energy management. According to
Alan Leo:
The planet Jupiter is especially related to
the magnetic aura that surrounds every
living creature and rules its four divisions
in the triplicities of fire, earth, air and
water; corresponding to the physical or
health aura—earthy signs3
Cautious Capricorn, Saturn’s sign, is not everyone’s
idea of a well-placed Jupiter. It rarely manifests the
expansive nature and unqualified generosity that
gave the planet its traditional tag of ‘Greater
Benefic’ but, as Stephen Arroyo observed, people
with Jupiter in Capricorn are prepared to “take
extra risks” to get where they need to go, and their
“resourcefulness… should never be
underestimated, nor should their determination”.4
Bruno Huber shared Leo’s view that Jupiter
“controls our sensory apparatus”, and described
Jupiter in earth as “the best example of Earth-type
intelligence”:5

This APA blog post does, however, raise important
questions about karma and inheritance, which shed
light on my own Irritation Triangle in which Sun is
a key player. So I have been looking at similarities
and differences between my chart and my father’s.
A recent SMN discussion group considered how
inherited patterns that have gathered power
through secrecy may be disempowered and
transformed following exposure to the light. Many
iniquities that have been swept under the carpet or
buried beneath the ice are being uncovered in
current times. We want to heal ourselves and our
planet, and to change our orientation on the cusp
of a new era. With these thoughts in mind, I will
describe the revival of my Irritation Triangle after
many years of dysfunctionality, and I will try to
make sense of my father’s actions, through
metaphor, speculation and analogy.

My Natal Chart
I was born in London on 16 July 1949 at 19:45
BST. I have a mutable chart with triangular figures,
emphasising the importance of relationships both
across the horizontal encounter axis and over the
vertical axis of thinking and self-becoming. A blue
linear extension in fire signs, from Moon in Aries
in the third house to Pluto in Leo in the eighth
house conjunct Venus in Leo trine North Node in
Aries links with a square from Sun in Cancer to
North Node in Aries opening an initiatory path of
correspondence between triangular figures issuing
from Sun and Moon.
The three planets that comprise my Irritation
Triangle are Jupiter, Sun and Mars.

Sue Lewis: 16th July 1949, London, 19:45pm

Jupiter in Capricorn may be weak at the end of its
sign, but it holds a commanding position on the Iside of the chart as Tension Ruler, stressed in the
first personal house right on the cusp of the
second house of possessions, talents, self-worth,

This Tension Ruler opposes Sun in Cancer in the
seventh house of partnership, exposed on the
horizontal axis behind several criss-crossing aspects
and highly impressionable. It likes to please and do

2

https://astrologicalpsychology.org/the-spectrum-of-severe-mental-health-disorders-and-astrological-research-a-beginning/

3

Alan Leo, The Art of Synthesis, 6th edn (New York: Astrologer’s Library, 1978), p. 80.

4

Stephen Arroyo, Exploring Jupiter: The Astrological Key to Progress, Prosperity and Potential (Sebastopol, CA: CRCS, 1996), p. 117.

Bruno Huber, Astrological Psychosynthesis: The Integration of Personality, Love and Intelligence in the Horoscope, 2nd edn (York Beach,
ME: Samuel Weiser, 1996), pp. 43, 83-84.
5
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the right thing, but is over-sensitive to atmosphere,
open to abuse, and hindered by its square to the
North Node in Aries:

with a non-aggressive Mars, as in my Irritation
Triangle, but in his chart the two triangles combine
to make a four-sided Striving Figure, with the
opposition between Sun and Jupiter forming the
backbone, and a sextile between Mars and Node
creating an Information Eye with Sun at the apex.
The Eye gave him great powers of concentration,
astuteness of mind and an ability to argue
persuasively. Despite evident similarities between
our charts, his emphasises fixed signs and fixed
figures, whereas mine has a predominance of
cardinal signs and mutable figures. He had more
green aspects, and I imagine he suppressed his
sensitivities to focus on achievement and
consolidate his place in the world.

A square to the Ascending Node always
partners a square to the Descending Node,
and these combine to form a T-square.
The chief tendency here is to take flight…
He or she simply has to keep busy, but has
little sense of purpose… A great deal of
insight and strength are required… When
a square forms on the Moon’s Node from
a planet, fur ther development is
avoided…6
Fortunately, with a predominance of cardinal signs
in my chart and Jupiter at the helm, I have a strong
sense of purpose, I had a courageous mother who
taught me how to survive, and the linear trines
between Aries and Leo offer escape routes out of
this stuckness.

For fifty years, I have struggled to understand him
and his relationship with me. Only when I stopped
trying to envisage his life as an ongoing journey
and viewed it instead as a series of “Contraries”—
states of being where reason and energy are polar
opposites, as described by William Blake
(1757-1827)—could I establish a meaningful
framework of reference.7

Mars, the third angle of the Irritation Triangle, is
on the Low Point of the sixth house, where it is an
interiorised but watchful energy and carries out
useful tasks, while lacking extrovert assertiveness.

Father was born in the last decade of the 19th
century and his mother died a fortnight after giving
birth. The baby boy was nurtured by his
grandmother and her youngest daughter, six years
older than he and more like a sister than an aunt.

The ongoing transit of Pluto at the end of
Capricorn has been opposing Sun in Cancer since
February 2020, forcing my timid Sun out of its
hiding place with insistent pressure during the end
of my first Age Point cycle and the start of the
second. I will say more when I have explored
similarities and differences between mine and my
father’s charts and how they interacted.

Father’s Natal Chart and Brief
Biography
My Father was a Shropshire lad from Dawley, born
on 24 January 1896, and he died in London on 8
November 1958. I put up his chart a few years ago,
speculating on the possibility of a four-sided
Striving Figure, but I do not know his time of
birth.
Both our charts feature a red/green Jupiter as
Tension Ruler in opposition to Sun and we have
Mercury in the same sign as the Sun, but out of
conjunction orb, and in an Efficiency Triangle with
Moon and a transpersonal planet (mine Neptune,
his Uranus). Father’s Efficiency Triangle formed
part of a larger four-sided Provocative Figure,
giving him the distinguished air of a man in
authority who got things done. An Irritation
Triangle comprising Moon, Venus and Uranus is a
component of this fixed figure.

My father’s chart: 24th January 1896,
Dawley, Shropshire, time unknown.
They lived in a house in a field and, by the age of
four, he could reputedly read the Bible to his

Jupiter and Sun form one Irritation Triangle with
the North Node and, in all probability, another
6

Bruno and Louise Huber, Moon Node Astrology (York Beach, ME: Weiser, 1995), p. 26.

7

William Blake, The Marriage of Heaven and Hell, plates 3 and 4.
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grandmother. The family were Nonconformist
Christians, and he grew up with a strong Christian
faith and a belief in human rights. Later he was an
occasional lay preacher.

wryly commenting on how it was “chanted by
schoolchildren in the twentieth century as if it were
a secular hymn”. Although Blake’s tiger looks
benign, the signatures of religious emblem books
and descriptions by natural historians of that era
focused on the tiger’s ferocity, rage and eroticism,
like the fire of destruction that precedes creation,
making it an appropriate metaphor in the contexts
of trauma, the Sun and the Irritation Triangle.8

When he was eight, his father remarried and he
went to live with his father and stepmother. After
school he worked in a shop, selling small quantities
of food like bacon and salt, dealing with minuscule
sums of pounds, shillings and pence without a
calculator. My mother, Ruth, recalled his
exceptional skills in mental arithmetic. He could
glance at two or three trays of items in a selfservice café and know exactly what the bill would
come to, but he never mentioned being beaten by
his father. At his funeral, his half-sister told Ruth
that their father had beaten him mercilessly.

Ackroyd also refers to Blake’s “primitive beliefs”,
setting them in the context of “influences all
around him from the old sectarian faiths”, to which
he adds that “antinomians in general considered
nudity as a representation of primeval innocence

He was a conscientious and gifted scholar who
achieved 1st class honours degrees in History and
Economics and was a Head of Department before
the start of World War 2, when he took
responsibility for evacuees. His first wife died in
1943. Around that time he was diagnosed with a
weak heart, lost his hearing in one ear, and
struggled to bring up an argumentative son who
had neither been kept properly informed of his
mother’s illness nor helped to recover from her
loss.
In 1946, my parents met and married. Now that
the war had ended, Father applied for promotions,
but College Boards were seeking energetic younger
men and would not appoint anyone over the age of
fifty. Having worked hard all his life and taken on
extra-curricular activities that might enhance his
career prospects, he then resigned from numerous
committees and devoted himself to family life. By
the time I came along, he could run his department
and fulfil his teaching commitments with
consummate ease. So he was around in the early
mornings and evenings and he loved to read or
recite poetry. My brother was astonished, because
only his mother read poetry to him as a boy. Our
memories of our father shared no common
ground.
Ruth witnessed Father’s emotional growth after
their marriage and his delight at having a daughter.
I was his “little cover girl”. People thought our
father-daughter relationship was delightful, nobody
imagined anything could go wrong, and Ruth saw
the warning signs too late. He was hugely
influential in my early life, tactile, oblivious of
boundaries, full of Christian spirit, and he adored
reading poetry to his wife and daughter.
The Tyger from Songs of Innocence and Experience by
William Blake

One of the poems we read when I was four or five
was William Blake’s Tyger. In his biography, Peter
Ackroyd devotes a short chapter to this poem,

8

“Eyes of Fury”, in Peter Ackroyd, Blake (London: Minerva, 1996), pp. 145-49.
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Unravelling the Mysteries

before the Fall as well as an emblem of the ‘naked
truths’ of the gospel”, and quotes Swedenborg’s
assertion that “nakedness corresponds to
innocence”.9 Was my father influenced by such
beliefs? Did his relationship with his daughter feel
like a return to the halcyon days of his early
childhood in the field house with his grandmother?
Who knows? My mother, brought up in a strict
Church of England household where the men sang
in the choir and children went to church three
times every Sunday would have had no notion of
this. She became a religious sceptic in her early
twenties, and my parents never held such
discussions.

When I was seventeen, a graphologist cited
instinctive intuition as my key quality. Trying to be
helpful, he spoke of tightness, assuming I had
consciously erected a defence mechanism, and
suggested my intelligence would break through
some self-imposed restriction when I was twentyone. I was perplexed. Two years later, a palmistclairvoyant commented on an invisible barrier
arising from a tragic loss around the age of five
years old. These enigmas around timing of events
and defence mechanisms only began to make sense
when I suffered a major crisis in 1971.12 The
problem then was that the ‘other’ with whom I fell
in love was neither available for a relationship, nor
was he a therapist who would take me through the
process of transference and counter-transference.
He just wanted to flee from the scene after
inadvertently triggering those flashpoints of mental
tightness and emotional withdrawal that
precipitated flashbacks to childhood, uncovering its
hidden story. I had to know, I had been drawn to a
field of research that clawed beneath the surface,
disturbing sensitive undercurrents, and I was
attracted to a person who recognised the tensions
in my writing and had the most penetrating eyes.
These revelations left me with a broken heart,
intellectual conflicts between the search for selfknowledge and the goal of scholarly achievement,
and a mountain of unfinished business but, being
the loyal daughter of a mother who had shown
great fortitude in the face of adversity, I had to get
on, earn a living, and make something of my life.

The darker implications of our relationship
unravelled at the end of January 1955, when my
grandmother fell ill and Ruth was called to
Yorkshire in case of an emergency. Father may
have dreamed of the Garden of Eden but
realistically we inhabited that “romantic moony
state of being” Blake called Beulah, a “land of
shades” from which its “sleepers” were more likely
to fall into the abyss than to enter the gates of
Eden/Eternity.10
Ruth’s mother was less seriously ill than had been
feared, but she returned to find her husband at
death’s door. The doctor berated her for going
away, but there had been nothing apparently wrong
with him when she left for the weekend. In a
chapter entitled “Tigers of Wrath”, inspired by one
of Blake’s “Proverbs of Hell”, Piero Ferrucci
wrote that “millions of persons involuntarily direct
their aggressive energy against themselves,
causing… such disturbances as heart disease…”
just as Father did.11 As Ruth focused her efforts on
nursing him back to health, I spent more time at
school and with neighbours. I was shocked,
bewildered, and now lived in a home where noise
was banned to avoid upsetting Father’s delicate
heart. My Age Points for the years 1954-55 engage
with the angles of my Irritation Triangle, tracking a
period of stimulus and early success at school,
followed by the onset of Father’s illness and
accommodation to the inevitable changes in home
life that ensued. I must have been traumatised but I
had no cause for complaint. Imperceptibly, my Sun
lost its spontaneous light and I could no longer
draw pictures of the world around me.

My Sun rose briefly and I wept for two days. But
without some response from the ‘other’ it retreated
into its cave. The Large Learning Triangle assumed
survival mode and determined to make things
work. I have always endeavoured to be truthful and
authentic, but I am aware that not everyone has
taken me seriously. One astrologer dubbed me a
turn-type with too much Saturn around, while
another suggested I pull out my Sun as if it were a
rabbit in a hat! If only life were so easy…

The Irritation Triangle as a Figure of
Intuitive Knowing
What does my experience tell us about the
Irritation Triangle? The opposition stretches across

Ackroyd, p. 158; Emanuel Swedenborg, Heaven and Hell (1758), trans. from Latin by K. C. Ryder (London: The
Swedenborg Society, 2010) para. 280, pp. 188-89.
9

Susanne Sklar, “William Blake’s Mythic System”, Temenos Academy Online Papers (Summer 2020), p. 6; William Blake,
Jerusalem, plate 4, line 21.
10

Blake, The Marriage of Heaven and Hell, plate 9; Piero Ferrucci, What We May Be: The Visions and Techniques of Psychosynthesis
(Wellingborough: Turnstone, 1982), p. 85.
11

12

See Conjunction 75 (June 2021), pp. 20-27.
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two hemispheres, can veer towards either side, and
needs to keep both in balance. The long and short
green aspects absorb so much information they
often sense more than the individual can
emotionally cope with. So this is not a peaceful
figure, patience is not one of its virtues, and
healing can take a very long time. The direct
approach may prove unsuccessful, there may be no
short cuts, but sensitive intuitives have the capacity
to navigate their way through life and find their
true purpose once they have learnt a few key
lessons.

distractions, waves of consciousness. Instead of
being carried along on these waves, when painful
or fearful thoughts enter our minds we can make a
conscious choice to replace their negative bias with
positive and courageous attitudes. Such advice was
included in the teachings of the sage Patanjali (2nd
century BCE), and Elleke went on to quote a key
mantra of Psychosynthesis: “I have a mind, but I
am not my mind, I recognise and affirm myself as
a centre of pure self-awareness and of creative,
dynamic energy.” It is helpful to remind ourselves
of this from time to time.

The Irritation Triangle is relational, not selfsufficient. This aspect of consciousness with
multiple antennae is aware of far more than can
easily be expressed and lacks the autonomous
power to make things happen without supportive
interaction. With encouragement, people with such
sensitive antennae can develop insightful
intelligence and contribute much to the greater
whole. Acknowledgement can come at unexpected
moments and from unanticipated sources to
illuminate dark passages. Much can be achieved by
being open and willing to learn from a diverse
range of people, while remaining alert and
cultivating sufficient discernment to maintain
integrity and avoid being overwhelmed.

Pluto puts Pressure on the Irritation
Triangle as the Age Point enters its
Second Cycle
My 72nd birthday on 16 July 2021 marked the
return of my Age Point to my birth Ascendant of
2o Capricorn at the start of the second cycle. A key
feature of this transition is the ongoing presence
of Transiting Pluto at the end of Capricorn
making aspects to the planets at all three angles of
my Irritation Triangle. The Transit to Radix Chart
for my birthday shows Transiting Pluto at 25o35
Capricorn exactly quincunx Natal Mars at 25o37
Gemini in the sixth house, within a 2o orb of

One of the tags that has been linked to the
I r r i ta ti o n Tr i a n g l e i s A tten ti o n D ef i ci t
Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), often diagnosed
in fidgety children, many but not all of whom grow
out of this condition as they enter adulthood.
Some older people suffer enormously from not
having been diagnosed and helped when they were
young. Most of us suffer from lapses of
concentration during stressful episodes in our lives.
A critical awakening can send the brain into
overdrive as one side tries to process revelations
that rewrite early history while the other must
prepare for examinations. So the standard of
academic performance is likely to drop, as mine did
when I was a university student. Could I have been
helped by diagnosis, therapy and medication? My
personal view is that significant revelations that
change our life histories take time to process and
that medication to calm anxiety might be
befuddling.
Age Point returns to birth Ascendant.

There are many alternative ways to improve
concentration, from tactics like doing sudokus to
serious meditation practice. During a recent
masterclass on Patanjali’s Yoga Sutras by Ravi
Ravindra and Elleke van Kraalingen, Elleke stated
that the average human being uses their mind
constructively only 5% of the time.13 Mostly, the
ego identifies with movements in the mind,

opposition to Natal Sun at 23o52 Cancer in the
seventh house, and just outside a 2o orb to
conjunction with Tension Ruler Jupiter at 27o43
Capricorn. Pluto occupies this pressure zone until
January 2024 when it enters Aquarius. Thereafter, it
backtracks to mop up any unfinished business, but

Ravi Ravindra and Elleke van Kraalingen,“The Path to Liberation: a two-week course on the essential insights from
Patanjali’s Yoga Sutras and the Bhagavad Gita”, 13 & 20 November 2021, presented by SMN.
13
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only as far as 29o38 Capricorn on my second house
cusp.

exercise of the inner free will. For in the
latter case, Pluto represents a force coming
from deep inside us and wanting to grow.
It is the power of the developing self, a
quality unique to each individual. In the
former case, it concerns a role imposed
from outside.

During 2020, my partner Terry and I formed our
own bubble and had idyllic times together. In the
early months of lockdown roads were clear, the sky
was blue, birds sang, flowers bloomed, and we
mostly ate outside on the roof terrace. Despite the
pandemic and impending environmental disaster, I
reconnected with a spontaneous self with which I
was unfamiliar. Would this enchantment last, I
wondered. Or was it a fleeting joy?

One can say that Pluto magically
penetrates the innermost being and
destroys everything there that is alien; all
masks, false motivations, fake ego forms
and role functions are transformed in a
kind of chemical smelting process. In this
way it conducts both the g reat
metamorphoses of our time, and also
those of individuals, to enable a new
structure to emerge corresponding to the
inner principle.15

In late November 2020, life became difficult. My
email was hacked. My outbox disappeared and
inappropriate emails supposedly but not from me
were sent to all and sundry. It took six months to
re-establish communications with all the people
and institutions with whom I wanted to maintain
contact, and residual underlying problems are
unlikely to be fixed until I change my equipment
and start with a clean sheet. In early December
water leaked through from my neighbour’s roof
into my wardrobe. This problem had been fixed
before but a lasting solution was needed. My
neighbour, who lives in the West Country and lets
his flat, had someone on hand, but the roofers kept
putting back the date. Meanwhile, Terry—with his
twelfth house Sun in Aries in exact opposition to
Neptune in Libra in the sixth on the existence axis
—was panicking about Covid-19 and decided to
hibernate in his own flat for the first three months
of the year instead of hazarding roads again full of
traffic and people on the narrow pavements neither
wearing masks nor keeping a distance. Emotionally,
I felt lonely and abandoned, though I understood
Terry’s need for safety and space and knew I must
deal with the multitude of issues that assailed me in
my own way.

Pluto is in the eighth house in my Natal Chart and
during the first few months of this year I was
metaphorically put on trial. The hacking of my
email address triggered a security program in a
financial institution that uses phone lists and
electoral registers to check up on people—
somewhat idiotically, since many of us choose to
be ex-directory to minimise nuisance calls. As a
result, I was under investigation for moneylaundering and requested to produce evidence of
identity with countersignatures that a retired
woman in a lockdown would have had great
difficulty in obtaining. Thankfully, my bank advised
me to ask them directly why they had made this
request, I managed to find a way of emailing
someone who would do something as opposed to
making a phone call farmed out to someone who
could not be bothered to pass on a message, and
we reached a solution. Around the same time
somebody working in the shop below tried to get
onto the electoral register by claiming he lived in
my flat, and I had to take this up with the Council
several times in advance of the local elections in
May. It seemed to me they were trying their best to
give the intruder the benefit of the doubt.

While considering the challenges I have faced
during 2021, it is significant that Jupiter at 27o43
Capricorn is less than 2 degrees from the 2nd house
cusp at 29o22 Capricorn on the possession axis,
and that the seed thought for a Cancerian Sun is: “I
build a lighted house and therein dwell”.14 For the
first seven months of 2021 my identity and my
property were under siege.

The roofers took their time in coming, so I had the
contents of my wardrobe draped on chairs around
the flat for months. Their negligence during the
roof repair and replacement process triggered the
two most serious leaks I’ve ever had to deal with.
While working on the property, they used my flat
as a thoroughfare for fixing three roofs, helped
themselves to my ladders and electric power point,
eventually did some good work, and I paid
everything we had agreed. There remained a couple
of outstanding problems when, a few days after my

Of Pluto’s inner principle, Bruno Huber wrote:
The position of Pluto in the individual
horoscope represents the spiritual paternal
role model and is dependent on the figure
or role that the father plays and the child
o b s e r v e s. I t t e l l s u s a b o u t t h e
environmental influences on development
of the paternal role model, specifically the
14

Alice A. Bailey, Esoteric Astrology, A Treatise on the Seven Rays, III (London: Lucis, 1951), p. 654.

Bruno Huber, “Pluto in the Twelve Houses”, first published in Astrolog, 110-112, June-October 1999, printed in English
translation in Astrolog 1: Life and Meaning (Knutsford: HopeWell, 2008), pp. 295-316 (p. 297).
15
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birthday, the roofers were notably absent and in the
early afternoon a guy rang my bell to ask for a
sizeable sum of money for rubbish removal,
something supposedly sorted out the previous
week. That was when I cracked. The refuse man
immediately got the roofer on his mobile and
handed it to me so that he could explain why he
thought I should pay an additional sum. I was
screaming with rage. Terry arrived exactly on cue,
took in the scene, then asked me if I’d finished,
removed the phone, handed it back to the rubbish
collector and shut the door. Then he congratulated
me on my performance, thoughtfully adding that
he was glad he had not been the target. I was
astounded. It was the first time in seventy-two
years of life that anyone had acknowledged my
right to be angry and responded to the intensity of
my feelings with that depth of understanding.
Decades of trauma was released. People often find
us an odd couple because we think differently.
Here is an example of karma and synchronicity in
action. This episode was extraordinarily healing,
and our love and compassion for each other have
deepened immeasurably.

Romanyshyn takes the reader on a slow journey
through the metaphors of poetry and the
underworld of Orpheus, using an imaginal
approach and transference dialogues to supplement
scholarly modes of research and create an
alchemical hermeneutics. The style is deliberately
ponderous but, recognising the importance of the
content, I was compelled to persevere. When I
started reading it in autumn 2020 (although my
edition is dated 2021!), I took copious notes, so as
to have abbreviated guidelines to return to, and I
followed up many of the books and papers
Romanyshyn referred to. Faced with email hacking
and leaks at the end of 2020, I put the book to one
side and, when I returned to it later, I was
fascinated to read how one of his students had
experienced a series of external upsets such as
computer and car crashes, when “he had the
feeling that he was moving too fast with the work,
making too many intuitive leaps… without working
through the material experientially”.16 This
corresponded with remarkable accuracy to my own
experience. Romanyshyn’s work is deeply engaged
in building bridges through inner dialogue.

I wondered what my mother would think about all
this, and then I heard her laughing with delight and
saying: “My little girl is back”. The best of my
father’s talents live on in his descendants and we
have progressed a long way.

By contrast, Peter Levine aligns human trauma
with animal instincts gone awry and describes how
trauma is lodged in the body and needs to be
released. He writes:
Fortunately, the same immense energies
that create the symptoms of trauma, when
properly engaged and mobilised, can
transform trauma and propel us into new
heights of healing, mastery, and even
wisdom. Trauma resolved is a great gift,
returning us to the natural world of ebb
a n d f l o w, h a r m o n y, l o v e , a n d
compassion.17

Helpful Books
There are two books I want to mention with
reference to the revival of my Sun. One is The
Wounded Researcher by Robert Romanyshyn and the
second is Waking the Tiger by Peter Levine.

These words give me great hope as I
embark on my second cycle. There is a lot
more to do.

¤¤¤¤¤

Robert D. Romanyshyn, The Wounded Researcher: Research with Soul in Mind, 1st pub. 2013; 2nd ed. 2021 (Abingdon:
Routledge, 2021), p. 303.
16

Peter A. Levine, Waking the Tiger, Healing Trauma: The Innate Capacity to Transform Overwhelming Experiences (Berkeley, CA:
North Atlantic Books, 1997)
17
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John Grove explores Aspect Patterns, Planetary strengths
and a Search for Astrological inheritance.
Moon with the Achievement Triangle and the
Ambivalence Rectangle.

A Wanderlust Finds a Home
by John Grov

I want to focus on the positions of the planets
involved in this linear pattern. The planets in
the signs for this linear aspect figure are either
at the beginning or the end of the signs. As
Bruno and Louise Huber indicate in their book
Astrological Houses, planets at the beginning or
the end of a particular sign receive less energy
from the sign. It is also important that the
Mercury conjunction with Mars is on the Low
Point of the 2nd house and Saturn is
intercepted on the 9th house. The inner
energies of these Martian and Saturn drives are
inward-directed making them less effective
Grove, inJohn
the environment.
01/07/1949 LT:05:32:31 am GMTD:+05

Bruno Huber makes the point
that it is of greatest importance
always to see the whole. “The
inclination is to give more
weight to the surface reality
which is anchored in character but is formed
from outwardly influenced personality traits. It
is easily forgotten that the inner human being
is just as important, maybe more so.” (The
Astrological Houses, Bruno and Louise Huber
Regulus Pro Huber Platinum 8.428
(Samuel
Maine, 1998 p. 24.)
License:Weiser,
John Grove
huber.orb, 100%
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Radix Aspect Figures

I am going to proceed with this article
approaching aspect patterns by choosing one
linear connected type, linking many of my
planets in my radix and explain why its
influence has been subjectively very strange to
me, yet moves me almost obsessively to
achieve an understanding of what melody I am
forced to play, by its instinctive song in a
continually-changing world.

The relationship of these planetary drives to
the signs is intriguing because the Zodiac signs
connect us with cosmic qualities. And if there
is less energy coming through the signs as
cosmic qualities, as Huber says, and the signs
signify a genetic source; that could mean that
there are fewer familial characteristics that are
transferred to this linear pattern that reflect the
parents, grandparents, and by my ethnic
identity. (Astrological Houses, p. 23)

This is an evaluation of all the linear
connected aspect patterns in my birth chart.
The fact the linear pattern is connected is an
interesting bit of information because it
reveals a sequence of drives beginning with the
Moon and ending with the North Node. And
this linear connected pattern is integrated on
my Double Ambivalence figure through the

 


e


Conjunction No.76, December 2021

Maybe I am too literal about this
interpretation. But that’s pretty much the way I
feel about how in my life, I receive no
astrological inheritance. Because there is no
one in my family who even has the slightest
interest in this subject of astrology. In fact,
they are suspicious of psychology as it is and
Page 14

John D. Grove 01/07/1949 05:32am
Huntingdon, USA
to practice astrology along with psychology is a
kind of heresy. Not that this dynamic is
unusual but its impact on my Moon when
located in the 4th house of emotional ties to
family, does make a difference in my situation.

All the planets in this linear configuration are
in the early part of the signs from 1 to 6
degrees and from 22 degrees to 30 degrees at
the end of the signs. This gives the planets less
energy expression from the cosmic realm. The
Mars/Mercury conjunction on the Low point
of the 2nd house and intercepted Saturn inhibit
assertiveness and a sense of security in the
outer world experiences. Desires to achieve
and accomplish goals move one to action but
they are often misdirected and ineffectual with
little notice by others.

My linear aspects involve all these planets
connected to one another: the Moon in trine
to Venus begins the energy chain. Then Venus
opposes Uranus; Uranus is quincunx Mercury
conjunct Mars; Mercury and Mars are square
the North Node. Saturn engages in a trine to
the North Node.

Regulus Pro Huber Platinum 8.428
License: John Grove
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So, as I write this, I begin to realise that my
other aspects patter ns- T he Double
Ambivalence with quincunx and the
achievement square with Jupiter at the apex
represent more my familial heritage than the
linear pattern because most of those planets
are close to the optimal expression of the signs
as they are positioned in or around 16 to 17
degrees of the sign (11 deg 33’ being optimal).

emphasises even further the importance of
dreams. And I have written two books on the
subject.
The planets Uranus in Gemini and Mercury
conjunct Mars in Aquarius are traditionally
astrologically associated, but these planets’
positions in the signs and houses in my radix
are not energetically represented in my genetic
makeup. That’s one reason I feel like a
perpetual student of astrology, always
searching and reaching out for interpretations
using Huber references. This knowledge as
articulated in the language of astrology does
not come easy to me.

How is the connected linear aspect pattern
related to these other two configurations? It is
through the planet, the Moon. The Moon is
connected to all three patterns. The Moon has
a one-way trine to Venus in the first house.
And the Moon is opposed to Neptune and
involved in both my Double Ambivalence with
quincunx aspect pattern and my Achievement
pattern with Jupiter at the apex.

Starting from the standpoint of my feeling
function, the alignment of astrological
significators correlates to my identity. And the
genesis of emotionally-motivated action is, in
my world, signified by the linear connected
figures. In the words of the Hubers, “Life is
movement, perpetual change; what does not
change is dead; all life is growth and
expansion” (Aspect Pattern Astrology, Bruno and
Louise and Michael Huber, HopeWell, 2019 p.
75)

Of Moon in the 4th house, Louise Huber
writes, “Relatives are a priority in the fourth
house experience. There is an intense
emotional relationship with them, be it good
or bad. In the fourth house, the gift of fantasy
is extraordinarily rich; it operates in the world
of symbols and creates from archetypal
depths. The Moon near the IC (collective area)
enables archetypal and collective-unconscious
material to be brought to the surface”.
(Astrolog I: Life and Meaning. Bruno and Louise
Huber et al. (HopeWell, Knutsford, UK., 2008
p. 32.)

¤¤¤¤

Therefore, it is through awakening of
unconscious processes (Moon is in the
Cardinal phase of the fourth house according
to the House intensity curve) that the
movement in my linear connected pattern is
started. This Moon in fourth house in Aries is
my emotional being. As such it is receptive to
the ARCHETYPES in the Field of the
Collective. On a cosmic level the zodiac signs
are Archetypal universal symbols, and the
Moon’s receptivity to these symbols stimulates
all three aspect patterns- the linear,
quadrangular, and triangular in my chart.

References:
Aspect Pattern Astrology, Bruno and Louise
Huber, Michael Huber, HopeWell, Knutsford,
2019
The Astrological Houses, Bruno and Louise
Huber (Samuel Weiser, Maine, 1998
Astrolog I: Life and Meaning, Bruno and Louise
Huber et al. (HopeWell, Knutsford, UK., 2008)

I realise that this is probably the genesis of
what had previously felt like an alien energy to
me. I felt somewhat disconnected from my
identity as an empirical psychologist. That’s
because I have no strong cosmic energy tie
genetically but am receptive to unconscious
forces. For someone with the Moon in the
fourth house, that’s important because it

¤
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Linda Tinsley shares her observations of Aspect Patterns
through her experience of working with charts.
least give the basic meaning in which to build
on. Like everything it’s only by working with
charts that we gain our own understanding.

Aspect Patterns
by Linda Tinsley
When looking at a new chart
I do as the diploma taught,
by first looking at the overall
pattern and see if an image
comes to mind. If an image
appears, immediately it
usually fits with the client’s
experience. It makes sense to
them. However, if I have to try to find an
image, it doesn’t seem to work. This boils
down to intuition, something I think astrology
help us to develop.
In working with an aspect pattern it can be
productive to think about what this pattern is
trying to bring about. Again, sometimes I get
an intuitive hit. If I don’t, then working with
the client this is often revealed.
I find adding the planet to the aspects helps in
my understanding; example Mars/ Saturn to an
Efficiency triangle. The frustrated effort
eventually brings some rewards. It also has a
fourth ray of harmony through conflict feel. A
fixed Efficiency triangle is the most difficult,
with each planet holding on to its own security
needs and value. The Talent triangle has a
Jupiter tone with a natural expectation that
usually delivers the goods. This figure can be
very complacent if there are no red aspects to
make it move.

APA BOOKSHOP
On-line at www.astrologicalpsychology.org
books, booklets, CD’s, second-hand books
related to the Hubers and astrological
psychology 20% discount to APA members

The quincunx I give more to Uranus than to
Saturn. It can predict a leap in consciousness
through one’s life, to new and broader
perspectives. This, of course, can be through
learning and experience, which can be Saturn’s
influence. However, a stretch in consciousness
for me is Uranus.

Titles are ordered by emailing Linda directly.
Contact Linda Tinsley for a current catalogue.
70 Kensington Road, Southport, PR9 0RY tel:
+44(0)1704-544652
email: lucindatinsley@talktalk.net

Some aspects patterns are difficult to fathom.
So I am really thankful for the books that at
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Caroline Adlestone reflects on two quadrilateral aspect patterns
in her chart, the Streamer and the Provocative.
are basically made up of the same planets but
the Provocative has Saturn as the pinning
planet in the Second House and the Streamer
has Jupiter on the Third House cusp.

A Provocative and a
Streame
by Caroline Adleston

A Streamer has a blue/green appearance
suggesting imaginative and creative potential.
Although hidden within the pattern there is an
opposition and a square which can’t be seen
from the outside; whereas the Provocative has
more outwardly Red aspects, suggesting
dynamism and energy. Both figures in my chart
have the same supernal three-coloured Small
Learning triangle at their head, made up of the
transpersonal planets Neptune, Pluto and the
North Node.

I remember, I was very relieved when I first
learned that the red/green aspects that make
up two Irritation triangles in my natal chart
indicated that the unconscious inner
motivation would be - well - irritable! That
they described someone with a lot of tense,
nervous energy just felt so right. That
understanding alone helped me to accept the
energy that I had known so well all of my life
but had never been able to name as such. Selfawareness can bring self-acceptance which is
deeply healing. As Joyce Hopewell and Richard
Llewellyn explain the aspect level of the chart
in Cosmic Eg g Timer, our unconscious
motivation “can be brought into
consciousness”. When we see the energy of an
aspect pattern in the chart, “We can recognise
it, we can accept it and we can begin to work
with it….We can transform it, change it,
integrate it.” (Cosmic Egg Timer HopeWell,
Knutsford, 2018 p.13.) It is in this light that I
will approach the aspect patterns in my chart.

Michael Huber in ‘Sixteen Aspect
Quadrilaterals’ writes,
Interpreting quadrilaterals means
learning to read aspect patterns!
Reading aspect patterns means
understanding what makes us
individual!
The better we are able to read the
aspect pattern, the more we are
astonished at the diversity of
individuality!

In my natal chart there are a number of aspect
figures. And the two I would like to explore
here are two quadrilaterals, a Streamer and a
Provocative, which are closely connected. The
Streamer and the Provocative together make
up an important component of the horoscope,
spanning the second/ third houses across to
the eighth and ninth houses. The two figures

e
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(Bruno and Louise Huber, Michael Huber,
Aspect Pattern Astrology, HopeWell, Knutsford,
2009, p.227. )
The Streamer and the Provocative make up the
central aspect structure in my chart. So here I
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The Streamer and the Provocative together.

will look at them more closely. The Streamer in
my chart is made up of a retrograde Dominant
Learning triangle and a Small Learning triangle
with an Irritation triangle. The Provocative is
made up of the same Small Learning Triangle,
a Large Learning triangle, an Irritation triangle
and an Achievement Triangle.

there is more doing and thinking than relaxing
and being.
A Streamer is a flowing energy. I really
resonate with the assertion by the Hubers that,
“It is also a cable layer who can deal with
currents and high voltages.” I have felt the
charge of intense energy running along the
Pluto\Jupiter opposition and through and
around this quadrilateral. Pluto will want to
destroy and transform all that does not serve.
In opposition to Jupiter there is an
amplification of experience. I have been and
am able to experience strong emotional and
psychological currents. (The asteroid Chiron is
in tight conjunction with Jupiter.)
The energy of the Streamer “moves between
two worlds, one harmonious (blue), in which
everything is ordered, and one intellectual
(green), in which there is constant questioning
and discussion. “Once the person realises that
the conflicts lie within himself, he can be very
creative.” (Aspect Pattern Astrology, p.228)
Understanding the energy of this aspect patten
gives me insight into inner conflict, and a
pathway to resolution.

With these Learning figures there will be a
lifetime of learning in my unconscious inner
motivation pattern. Life experience will and
has provided plenty of material to learn from.
The planet at the starting point of all the
learning sequences is Neptune. In my life I
have been quite idealistic. Trusting in
Neptunian types, and being one myself, has led
to deceit and self-deceit. I’ve had some
addiction and co-dependency and been in love
with love to a detrimental level. The most
serious wake up call I had was when Saturn
transited Neptune in 2013 and consequently
triggered all these Learning figures. I could see
that my boundaries needed some serious
attention. I have learned through attending to
my Neptunian issues. Though I would say that
I am still somewhat in thrall to glamour. I like
design and beauty, music and dance.
Meditation and spirituality are the healthier
strengths of my Neptune.

All three colours are balanced in the Streamer.
There is the possibility of being “motivated
and tough but also intellectual and
communicative.” This sort of balance and
understanding in life can only come after years
of maturation and experience. “There is a
process of g athering knowledge and
experience equally, always searching deeper and

All three colours are present in the aspect
patterns which shows the potential for growth.
Together they comprise, 4 Red, 3 Green and 2
Blue. In this ratio of the combined figures
Conjunction No.76, December 2021
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committing, whilst experiencing life for
himself.” This will certainly be the case with
three-coloured aspects running to experiential
Jupiter as the pinning, grounding planet.

intense way. My Provocative figure can be
dominating. It can “assert itself in favour of a
particular thing against existing resistance.” I
can recognise that vehement quality that wants
to persuade. “The motivation is planned will,
which is why it might be difficult to evade
what this figure wants.” The truth-seeking
quality of the quincunx can explain how “this
person authorises himself and has the courage
to bring things into the open that would
otherwise remain hidden.” (ibid. p.233) I think
with Saturn and Pluto opposed on the fixed
2/8 axis there is an attempt to exert authority.
The opposition reinforces the charge to be
forceful and dominating. But here also, there is
the risk of taking myself and my tasks too
seriously! “He focuses on a specific task with
exclusive concentration, but at the same time
should not forget to question his ignorance
and take off his blinkers from time to time.”

“The person with this figure likes to control
powerful forces. He wants to direct or even
generate currents or trends.” With imaginative
and artistic Neptune close to the MC, I can
relate to the sense of having a finger on the
pulse of the zeitgeist in design, “trends in
fashion and art, current trends”. The
Neptunian design and image trait is strong in
my personality and complements the blue/
green artistic and imaginative influences of the
outer aspects of this figure.
Neptune, Pluto, Jupiter and Saturn (although
Saturn is intercepted) are all strongly placed by
house in the dynamic energy curve of the
chart in contrast to the intercepted Sun and the
North Node. With the intercepted limitations
of the creative Leo Sun, it is useful to look to
Jupiter, as another fire planet - strong by sign
and house - to support the Sun. Jupiter is
strong on the third house cusp, suggesting
communication and ability to share knowledge
with others. I was an English teacher for a
couple of years. And I have enjoyed working
in publications, editing books for Osho
International, publishers of books by the
Indian enlightened mystic, Osho. The trine
from expansive Jupiter to spiritual Neptune in
the tenth house is flowing here in these
endeavours.

The Learning figures, with some retrograde,
show how lessons will be learned through the
life until maturity and authority is authentic
and deserved. Again maybe something to grow
into. There is the promise of potential, which
is something we, as practitioners of
astrological psychology may try to show to our
clients.
The two figures combine and are held by the
struts of two Irritation triangles. It’s a powerful
image which spans the second/ third houses
across to the eighth and ninth houses, drawn
up to the MC with strongly-placed Neptune,
by sign and house, in the tenth. The Streamer
is an “Extrovert” quadrilateral in that at least
two of the planets lie close to House cusps.
The Streamer and the Provocative make up an
interesting image in the horoscope. The image
created by the two together is, to me, of a glass
pyramid with a clear floor. There is a mystery
about the structural image created by these
connected figures. There is an invitation to
enter into the secret doorway between Saturn
and Jupiter in order to experience the
kaleidoscopic expansiveness within its vast
pyramidal roof. The magic pyramid image
disappears in my House chart with its flimsy
skeleton of linear aspects. In this way it is as
though the mystical qualities in the chart are
unrecognised by the environment and could
simply disappear in the light of a certain
rational reality.

The quadrilateral figure works most effectively
if all the aspects are exact, which is the case
with the Streamer and the Provocative here.
(Exemplary Quadrilaterals Aspect Pattern
Astrology p.228) The orbs are close. There are
two spiritual planets, Neptune (Love) and
Pluto (Will) and the North Node. Michael
Huber suggests that the “psychological quality
is expressed as personal stability, which is
clearly recognised and appreciated by those
around them. The person has more or less
conscious control of these abilities, and can
talk about them and give concrete examples.”
(ibid. p.228) I would say this points towards
the possibilities of potential after a prolonged
learning process.
The Provocative, with three red aspects carries
a more forceful energy than the Streamer. If it
wants to provoke others it will do so in an
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I was struck by the truth in the statement
about the person with a Streamer in their
chart, “This person is probably a loner who
has few long-standing friends.” This is
somewhat true for me, or at least it has hit a
nerve and I have been trying to understand
what it is about me, or about this aspect
pattern that should lead to such a statement.
There is the suggestion that a person with this
figure may try to manipulate and interfere with
others’ mental preferences which is why they
will have few long-standing friends. The driven
quality of the Provocative is also present in the
Streamer. “Two diagonals (Will types) indicate
that there is a desire for power and can possess
self-control”. The clues could be here as to
why a person with a Streamer should have few
long-standing friends.

affects friendships. All this does not seem
conducive to having much time for relaxed
friendships. Certainly there is an aversion to
superficial friendships or to relationships that
are not meaningful. The sensitive and touchy
red/ green irritation triangles (incomplete
Irritation rectangle) encompassing the inner
core also does not allow many close to my
centre and I recognise that there are issues of
trust.

This controlling quality is also emphasised by
the Provocative. Similar to the Provocative, the
apex of the quadrilateral “looks sharp and can
spot other people’s sore points”. Maybe this
driven sense of being right in the Provocative,
having those blinkers on, and being very
single-mindedly directed leaves less space for
leisurely connectedness with others. Also the
difficulty in relaxing and enjoying the moment

Joyce Hopewell and Richard Llewellyn, Cosmic
Egg Timer HopeWell, Knutsford, 2018

I do think both these aspect patterns have a
strong learning directive. Ongoing learning will
be an integral part of life. These patterns are
always leading me on to greater self-awareness.
¤¤¤¤

Bruno and Louise Huber, Michael Huber,
Aspect Pattern Astrology, HopeWell, Knutsford,
2009
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