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A warm welcome to Issue 74 of the APA members’
magazine. This edition is full of thought-provoking
articles which reflect the tumultuous year of 2020.
Reading the wonderful new biography of the
Hubers Piercing the Eggshell edited by Barry and Joyce
Hopewell, brought a clear reminder that the original purpose of
astrological psychology was for the development of human
consciousness. The spirit of the book brings some muchneeded direction during these times of change. The book is a
real treat from start to finish and essential reading for astrologer
and non-astrologer alike. You can read a review on page 32.
Questioning where we will now be moving as a professional
body has naturally been addressed by Barry Hopewell in this
issue. And Joyce Hopewell urges us to to return to our charts in
order to face the reality of the present in her article.

18 Most Professional
by Barry Hopewell

Also in this issue, John Grove applies the Huber method to the
chart of Donald Trump and the recent Presidential Election.
At these critical times Sue Lewis highlights the continuing and
pressing issues of climate action and policy and looks at Boris
Johnson’s chart.

22 Contemplating this Turning Point in All
Our Lives
by Sue Lewis

Trish Crawford’s considers her chart in response to an article
from Conjunction 73. Wanda Smit reflects on a Low Point Sun in
her Twelfth House.

28 Conjunction Reply
by Trish Crawford

It is a delight to read about the recent astrological psychology
workshop from Sundial House, reviewed by Janet Derwent on
page 6.

11 Election 2020: Trump on Display
by John D. Grove

30 My Sun. My Father
by Wanda Smit

I hope this issue brings inspiration and connection.

Book Review

With all best wishes for the Winter Solstice,

32 Piercing the Eggshell, The Hubers and
their Astrological Psychology, by Barry
and Joyce Hopewell
by Caroline Adlestone
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On the blog

APA BOOKSHOP

The following posts have appeared on the
APA blog since Conjunction 73 was
published in August (later posts appear first
in each list). Refer to the APA website for
details.

On-line at www.astrologicalpsychology.org
books, booklets, CD’s, second-hand books
related to the Hubers and astrological
psychology 20% discount to APA
members

Books

Titles are ordered by emailing Linda
directly. Contact Linda Tinsley for a current
catalogue. 70 Kensington Road, Southport,
PR9 0RY tel: +44(0)1704-544652
email: lucindatinsley@talktalk.net

Why ‘Piercing the Eggshell’? By Barry
Hopewell
Biography of Bruno & Louise Huber, by
Barry Hopewell
Telling the Huber Story, by Barry
Hopewell
Huber questions answered? By Barry
Hopewell

APA CONTACTS

Alan Leo (1860-1917) and Kim Farnell’s
biography, Modern Astrologers: The Lives of
Alan & Bessie Leo (2019), by Sue Lewis

Membership - Trish Crawford *
membership@astrologicalpsychology.org
+ 44 (0) 7975 721877
Treasurer - Alexandra Wax*
admin@astrologicalpsychology.org
Website & Publications - Barry Hopewell*
webmaster@astrologicalpsychology.org
Conjunction Editor - Caroline Adlestone
conjunction@astrologicalpsychology.org
Company Secretary - David Kerr
david@djmkerr.wanadoo.co.uk
Trustees - Indicated by * in the above
Tutors - See www.astrologicalpsychology.org

Charts and Interpretation
Gifts for Mankind. Modern Dancing
from Isadora Duncan, by Wanda Smit
Jupiter at his literary best. Lawrence
Durrell, by Wanda Smit
Chart in Focus #7 Annita
Chart in Focus #6 Angelita

From Twitter
Sundial House full moon meditations - see
that for October:
creativegroupmeditation.org/service/
medita…
¤¤¤¤¤

Check out John Grove's new website,
Astrological Psychology and Asklepios
Connection: asklepiosconnection.com
¤¤¤¤¤
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The current situation has prompted Joyce Hopewell to a
few thoughts on using the chart as a helpful tool in these
exceptional times.
students, or are currently working on if we’re
relatively new to astrological psychology.

Astrological psychology for
our troubled
times
by Joyce
Hopewell

Inner motivation

With this in mind I did a quick inventory of
my own chart to see what could be useful to
me in the current pandemic. I focussed, for
starters, on the basics of chart interpretation
using the Huber Method, beginning with
inner motivation:

The world generally, and
our own personal world
in particular, are not
what they were 8 months
ago. What we took for granted back in March
2020 can no longer be accessed or relied
upon. I’m writing in early October, and say
this specifically because in the UK and
Europe we’re on the Covid roller coaster,
heading for winter, with things changing
suddenly as new and often unforeseen
developments arise.

Chart image – Shaping – Colour balance –
Direction – I/You sided

One day everything seems not too bad and
we’re hanging in there; the next there are new
local lockdowns, a rise in the number of
coronavir us cases, and more deaths.
Sometimes it’s tempting to hunker down
under the duvet, escape into binge-watching
Netflix, and hope all this unpleasant reality
will go away.
T.S.Eliot says in The Four Quartets
“Go, go, go, said the bird: humankind
Cannot bear very much reality.
Time past and time future
What might have been and what has been
Point to one end, which is always present.”1

Joyce’s chart
I could relate my intermittent impatience,
frustration and feeling fed up with not being
able to do many of the things I enjoy, to the
exploratory space module image of my
aspect structure, its dynamic shaping, the
excess red aspects in the colour balance, and
the horizontal direction of my chart.
Hmmm….a fair number of challenges there
if I start feeling stir crazy.

That’s it, plain and simple. We may not want
to face reality but we have to live in the
present and, as unappealing as it might be
right now, it is the only place we can be. We
might feel powerless in the face of the
current circumstances, but what we can do to
help ourselves is to turn to our own charts,
which we’ve either explored in depth as
1

From

Part 1, Burnt Norton, The Four Quartets by T.S.Eliot
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But when I considered the I/You sidedness
in the chart, I could see how I already have
plenty of tools to cope with the more
distanced pattern and restrained style of
living which has become part of everyday
life. My heavily I-sided chart is a strength I
can use and draw upon.

longer drowned out by the sound of traffic
and aircraft.
How does this relate to my Saturn? And how
can I use what I’ve discovered? On a personal
level Saturn signifies the physical body, as
well as fears, doubts, rules and restrictions.
On a deeper, more general level it’s
connected with “eco” (as in ecology,
economy). Eco is a root word, a “combining
form” representing ecology, which deals with
the relations of organisms to one another
and to their physical surroundings. It relates
to habitat and environment, structures and
systems.2

Saturn stuff

With this I-sidedness I’m already well
equipped to spend time alone, not socialising
so much. It’s something that comes quite
easily. And when I do this now, it’s with a
heightened awareness of keeping myself safe.
Not for nothing do I have Saturn in the 12th
House in both my natal and node charts; as
it’s in the same house in both charts this
reminded me there’s ongoing work to be
done here. My task is to stay alert to which
particular Saturnian lesson I either need to
repeat, perfect or complete.

Age Point

It wasn’t altogether surprising to discover an
Age Point connection was, and still is, going
on. In my chart Saturn is part of the Ear/Eye
pattern which feeds across the horizontal
shaping of the chart to the Moon, stuck out
on a limb near the DC. It acts as a sensor,
picking up vibes from the “You”, but it also
signifies emotional awareness and response.
Looking at my own chart I can see how my
heightened awareness of the natural world,
the effects of climate change and the threat
of species extinction are all bundled together
into this chunk of my chart.
My current Age Point is conjunct Venus, and
it’s making a small but potent informationgathering semi-sextile to Saturn. This is
connected to my Moon on the DC, and is
probably why I’m voicing my concerns about
the environment, not just here in this article
but in letters to my MP, whilst at the same
time supporting similarly concerned
conservation organisations. There’s nothing
especially new in this, it’s just more intense
now. But it makes sense in the context of our
current pandemic-ridden lifestyle and
perhaps, if I’m patient and vigilant, I will get
more insights into the particular Saturnian
lesson I either need to repeat, perfect or
complete.

Pondering on the significance of what this
task might be, I gain insights into what I’ve
valued most during the weeks of total
lockdown. As well as being very mindful of
keeping safe (being in the over-70 age group),
I’m also aware of the need to observe
boundaries. But it’s the natural world and my
appreciation of nature which has been
intensified during this period. I was delighted
and satisfied by night listening to hooting
owls, barking foxes and seeing snuffling
hedgehogs in the quiet empty streets; by day
there was so much birdsong to hear, no
2

Balance and Low Points

This is a personal example of how using the
chart can bring us into the present; there are
many more ways this could be approached,

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/eco-
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for example by looking at how any Balance or
Low Point planets are reacting and
responding right now to the current situation.
Are your Low Point planets taking you
inward to inner strengths and wisdom,
perhaps offering a balm to offest some of the
anxieties that are around? Are your stressed
or cuspal planets leading you on wild goose
chases as you respond to the outside
environment, sapping your energies?

her words we were encouraged to watch the
coloured aspects, like neon lights all around
us, with the planets dancing on the periphery.
The energy was swirling around but we were
still. We didn’t have to do a thing, just sit,
observe and be in the present moment. That’s
all. It was only when we’d reached this place
of stillness that we were able to choose which
direction to take, which planetary energy or
aspect pattern or motivation we wanted to
move into.

Planets

This place, this empty space, is always there.
We just sometimes need the chart to remind
us.

Maybe your Mercury is avidly checking out
facts about the virus on phones and tablets,
whilst desperately trying to keep up to date
with the constantly changing rules and
guidelines, while Jupiter absorbs the bigger
picture and perhaps takes a few risks. Saturn
will surely be in there valiantly sticking to the
rules and applying common sense, making
sure you wear face coverings and keep
socially distanced, while Moon and Venus will
seek contact and friendship, perhaps
challenged by the learning curve of using
technologies you wouldn’t have needed earlier
in the year.

T.S.Eliot’s words again:
“At the still point of the turning world.
Neither flesh nor fleshless;
Neither from nor towards; at the still point,
there the dance is,
But neither arrest nor movement. And do not
call it fixity,
Where past and future are gathered. Neither
movement from nor towards,
Neither ascent nor decline. Except for the
point, the still point,
There would be no dance, and there is only
the dance.”3

Of course, your Sun will be the final arbiter
in deciding what you do and how you go
about it, how you make up your mind, make
your choices and use your will.

Suggested reading/taking it
further

Circle in the centre

This might have sounded a bit light-hearted
so far, but it’s meant as a reminder that your
own chart is there, waiting for you to dive
into it and use it to help you right now, in the
present moment. And there’s one area of the
chart I’ve not yet mentioned, but it’s of
paramount importance, especially during the
crisis we’re in – the circle in the centre.

The Living Birth Chart by
Joyce Hopewell (pub.2019)
C o n t a i n s a we a l t h o f
practical exercises used in
seminars and workshops,
and offers ways of
connecting more deeply
with the chart and life
experiences.
https://
astrologicalpsychology.org/
books/the-living-birthchart/

It’s easy to forget that this empty circle is
probably the most important part of the
chart which is always there to be visited when
reality gets a bit much and the retreat to the
duvet beckons. I remember many years ago
listening to Louise Huber guide students (I
was one of them) through a chart
visualisation. She took us to the circle at the
centre of the chart and let us rest there in the
warm bright safety of this place. Guided by
3

¤¤¤¤¤

From Part 1, Burnt Norton, The Four Quartets by T.S.Eliot
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Janet Derwent, custodian of the Sundial House Group for
Creative Meditation, psychosynthesis counsellor and APA
Foundation Certificate holder, reviews a workshop on aspect
patterns in astrological psychology held online in July 2020.
innovative resources prepared for the
purpose.

An experiential
Introduction to Huber
Astrology - ‘Know Thyself ’
Presented by Sue
Cameron, and assisted by
Toni Edwards and
Geraldine Dayton

The primary focus was on the aspect level of
the chart and its visible pattern of
consciousness and motivation, which offers a
key to understanding our true essence. There
was an opportunity to look at this in relation
to our own charts. A brief overview of other
levels in the charts was also discussed.

Review by
Janet Derwent

Introduction to the Sundial
House Group for Creative
Meditation

Some aims and
objectives of the
event

This Sundial House sponsored event was
dedicated to offering an introduction to
Huber Astrolog y. Huber Astrological
Psychology provides a path through which
individuals can recover the meaning and
purpose in life. In the laboratory of daily
living a process of learning by doing is instituted
and in the process the personality is
transformed and gradually opens to a
deepening relationship with its guiding
spirituality and wisdom.

Roberto Assagioli

The workshop was open to anyone who was
curious to know more about Huber
Astrology and the holistic principles on
which it is based. It was designed and
delivered in such a way that it was suitable for
beginners but also for those with varying
degrees of astrological and/or psychological
knowledge.

As a result of his
study of esoteric
philosophy and his
medical practice of
working in the
emerging scientific
Alice Bailey
field of psychology,
Ro b e r t o c r e a t e d
Psychosynthesis. He was one of the
pioneers in the realm of psychology and
consciousness expansion. Psychosynthesis is
a comprehensive approach to selfrealisation which combines a convincing
theory of human psychology with a
practical therapy which facilitates the
achieving of one’s full potential.

As a result of the developing pandemic, the
one day event was presented online using
Zoom technology. Adopting this web
approach meant that people joined from
America, Canada, Europe and the UK.
The three experienced Huber Astrologers
who presented and facilitated this experiential
workshop designed and delivered the event
which had wide appeal and access to uniquely
Conjunction No.74, December 2020

Roberto Assagioli
qualified as a doctor
of psychiatry in
Italy in the early
part of the 20 th
Century. He was
also a member of a
group of students
invited to work with
the Tibetan Teacher,
Djwhal Khul, to
study and explore
the Ageless Wisdom
Teachings presented
by Alice Bailey, who
worked as the
Tibetan Master’s
amanuensis.
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Arising out of these early innovative
psychological and creative endeavours, he
attracted the support of Bruno and Louise
Huber, who, in their many years of
collaborative research together and working
with his support and encouragement,
produced a body of work which is an
astrological psychological approach to
working with zodiacal energies. Huber
Astrology, as it is now known, draws upon
the strength and wisdom of
Psychosynthesis and both esoteric
psychology and esoteric astrology. This new
astrology is a tool suited for use within the
present and for the future. Despite the
chaos and confusion that abounds at
present and passes as modern day life, be
assured that the new culture and civilisation
is emerging from within this muddle and
group consciousness is evolving.

extensive interactive energy system. This
energy system considers the personality as a
group, which in turn is influenced by other
groups, e.g. family, social, Planetary,
Systemic and extra-planetary influences
such as zodiacal and Cosmic.
A group after all is not just a
gathering of people, it is an
evolving field of consciousness
that gives rise to new ideas and
ways of being.4

The Natal Chart

The Natal Chart illustrates the possible
energy interactions within five dimensions.
These five dimensions are set out in the
following diagram, taken from The Living
Birth Chart by Joyce Hopewell.

The Group for Creative Meditation is yet
another pioneering legacy gifted to us by
Roberto Assagioli. This body of work arose
from a direct request made by Djwhal Khul
to his students to establish a group of men
and women who would be willing and able
to use their prayer and meditation lives to
bring to life the laws and principles of the soul
in daily living, thereby creating the societies
that we all long for. This creative meditation
movement is now active worldwide in a
diverse and varied array of group activities.
The Sundial House Group for Creative
Meditation held the one-day online event
this year on Saturday 25th July entitled ‘Know
Thyself ’. The purpose and intention being to
share aspects of Huber Astrology for
beginners, and as an inspirational teaching
tool for qualified Huber Astrologers. Huber
Astrology is an Astrological Psychology tool
that fosters a person-centred, selfempowerment approach, predicated on
understanding the influences of Cosmic,
Systemic and Planetary energies. This
evolving understanding brings wisdom to
individual inner and outer relationships and
fosters a growing group awareness.

ϖThe Central Core is the Higher Self, The
Soul, The Divine Spark which is
consciousness

ϖ The Aspects indicate the unconscious
motivation of the personality in
response to energies received through
the Central Core.

ϖThe Planets indicate the psychological
drives influencing the conscious mind
condition which the personality actions
and reactions.

ϖThe Zodiacal Signs give an indication of

the inherited traits and qualities that are
available to play their part in the energy
dance of evolution.

This astrological psychology is based on a
philosophical concept involving an
integrative psycho-spiritual science achieved
through five energetic dimensions. All parts
strive towards being balanced as part of an
Janet Derwent
Conjunction No.74, December 2020

ϖThe Houses are areas of life experience,
both inner and outer, that influence the

4
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growing wisdom which has the potential
to give rise to skill in action when
applied to relationships.

symbol which has meaning, depth and power. This
is a form, representative of a communicating
network of seven streams of energy from
the Centre. The colour, the solidity and
continuity of the aspect lines, convey
different frequencies of energy, thereby
making the invisible visible.
Innovative handouts created for the
purpose of the day’s event by Sue Cameron 6
were made available to the participants.
These teaching and learning resources acted
as a wonderfully accessible reference
enabling those taking part to experientially
understand the basics of Huber Astrology.

‘One of the most useful ways of
cultivating the intuition
is the study and interpretation
of symbols.’5
At the beginning of this journey of
exploration the Huber Chart was
considered as an image, a symbol that the
senses can understand at a glance. For it is
well known that ‘Images and words are
living things, possessing form, soul
(consciousness) and spirit or life.’ “Much
that is inexpressible by words may be
supplemented by symbols. Thus, in every
symbol there will be the element of the
inexpressible.” – ‘Aum’ © Agni Yoga
Society
The chart can be perceived in three ways,
form, consciousness and livingness or spirit.
Considered as a portrait (consciousness), it is
a piece of art encapsulating the holistic
psychology of the individual’s potential. It
can also be considered intuitively as a
mandala (spirit or livingness), giving
awareness of the ongoing spiritual
development of the individual. Or used as a
map (form) and used as a scientific aid for
rigorous research and validity.
A chart for the day was used as an
illustrative tool. Other charts were chosen as
exemplars of Linear, Mutable and Fixed
aspect patterns. Bearing in mind that the
Huber aspect pattern generates a colourful

5

Chart for the day: 25th July 2020,
Sundial House, Tunbridge Wells, UK

Quote from the workshop, source unknown. Piero Ferrucci says much the same thing.

Sue Cameron is an API diplomate and was tutor with the English Huber School from 1989 - 2003. Having
studied with the Arcane School for many years, Sue continues to study the Alice Bailey books with a particular
interest in the Rays
6

Conjunction No.74, December 2020

Page 8!

The online laboratory allowed us to meet as
a whole group and then disperse into small
break-out teams that were facilitated by two
Sundial House Group co-workers, who are
also qualified Huber Astrologers, Geraldine
Dayton7 and Toni Edwards8. Personal natal
charts were worked with in these small
group settings. Question and Answer
sessions were managed by Sue during the
day and proved to be interesting and
insightful.

understanding of our relationships. After
all, ever ything is relationship and
relationship is everything.

Layers of perception were illustrated by
examples and personal recognition. We were
encouraged to explore the significance of
the planets in relation to the personal will,
mental consideration and inspired action.
The influences of the Zodiacal Signs and
Houses invited a consideration of nature or
nurture. The complex interactivity arising
from inherited behavioural patterns,
expectations and demands from the
environment and the adaptive skill in action
acquired individually were discussed.

Some Feedback Comments from
the day:

You are not a human being in search of a spiritual
experience. You are a spiritual
being immersed in a human experience. Pierre
Teilhard de Chardin
-o0o-

As a Huber Astrologer, I was already well
versed in the Huber Method of Astrological
Psychology and didn’t really expect to learn
anything new, I found it an invaluable
experience for many reasons. Firstly, it served
as a reminder that the Huber Method is an
indispensable method of accessing the birth
chart and viewing one’s psyche in its entirety.
And further, that doing so can bring about
self-understanding, personal growth and
gradual psychosynthesis. There was also the
undeniable pleasure of meeting with others
in this shared interest, a very rare opportunity
these days. I found Sue Cameron’s way of
presenting the material and of putting things
across absorbing, interesting and easy to
understand and digest and the simplicity and
immense value of this method was thus
reinforced. Finally, and perhaps most
importantly for me, the opportunity of
listening to the teachings presented in a
slightly different way afforded new and
valuable insight into my own chart as I was
made aware of inner motivations that I had
not realised, or at least, had not yet fully
comprehended. All in all, it was an extremely
rewarding and valuable day and I can’t thank
you all enough.

It was an enjoyable, intensive day of study,
where those taking part were encouraged to
use the specially prepared resources and to
apply and acquire a deeper understanding
of this unique astrological psychology. The
perceptive understanding of the soulinfusing energies that call to and enhance
the innate nascent wisdom of the
personality were set out clearly. The
potential adaptability displayed within the
considered Huber Charts offered a
compassionate, inclusive understanding of
the wealth of relationships that serve the
personal ‘I’ consciousness as it finds its
place in the grand scheme of life on Planet
Earth, which after all is an ongoing team
event. As Roberto Assagioli assured us, we
are all psychologists whether we know it or
not, as we endeavour to gain greater

Geraldine Dayton qualified in Astrological Psychology and Counselling in 1998 having completed the Diploma
Course. It was a natural progression to study Psychosynthesis Psychotherapy and she has been working as a
therapist for nearly 20 years. She is a member of Sundial House and has a particular interest in Creative
Meditation and Alice Bailey. The Rays, chakras, our health and how they relate to our individual charts are also
of interest.
7

Associated with the Sundial House since 2007, Toni Edwards has just completed the Creative Meditation
correspondence programme. During this time she has served as a Mentor to students on the 3 year programme,
and has just started working as a group facilitator for the 10 year programme. Toni was awarded her API
Diploma in 2001 and subsequently became a participant in a research group with Sue Cameron and Geraldine
Dayton; in particular they have been developing the work the Hubers started on astrology and the Rays.
8
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Sue gave a loving and accessible introduction
to Huber Astrology. She fully brought out the
need to connect on a consciousness level
rather than a lower mind level, in other words
we were encouraged to sense into what the
profile was wanting to communicate and to
get to know the qualities and attributes of the
Planets and their interactions with the houses
and each other in a way that drew on
intuition as much, if not more so, than
practical understanding. I’m continuing to
take the chart and work into my meditation
and sense its messages for me.
-o0o-

Meditation at the Full Moon

A monthly creative meditation is offered
online that adopts a Huber Astrological
psychology approach to understanding the
energies at play at the exact time of the Full
Moon seen through the lens of the Labours
of Hercules, as a representative of the test
that Humanity faces.
https://www.creativegroupmeditation.org/
service/meditation-at-the-full-moon

I knew next to nothing about the Huber
astrological psychological system as I have
been exploring and practising modern and
traditional Astrology. However, I was aware
of this method and wanted to understand the
principles. The Huber workshop Sue
C a m e r o n p r e s e n t e d wa s a b s o l u t e l y
marvellous. She was an excellent teacher
explaining the principles of Huber Astrology
so well, and in such a way that there were no
misunderstandings. I was able to follow and
understand the whole workshop and loved it.
The separate breakout sessions within the day
were so helpful and not overwhelming. I
learnt and understood so much and now
want to know more.
-o0o-

One day Events

The Sundial House Group for
Creative Meditation

We as a group have decided in our one day
events of 2021 and 2022 to ‘show case’ and
offer ‘an experiential encounter’ with aspects
of the work of RA.
In 2021 for 9th October 2021 – we are
planning to share aspects of the esoteric
philosophy he studied and his vision for
preparing the foundational work for building
the new culture and civilisation.
If interested, here is the link to find the
advert on the group website https://
www.creativegroupmeditation.org/trainingevents/cultivating-an-esoteric-senseworkshop

Applications are now being received from
those interested in taking part in this esoteric
philosophy world service dedicated to
personal development and spiritual growth.
w w w. c r e a t i v e g r o u p m e d i t a t i o n . o r g
sundialcentre@btinternet.com
‘The problem of the individual is also the
world’s problem, they are not two separate and
distinct processes. . You are the repository of
all humanity. You are the world, and the world
is you. And, if there is a radical
transformation in the structure of an
individual’s psyche, it will affect the whole
consciousness of man.’ – J. Krishnamurti

Conjunction No.74, December 2020
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John Grove puts the current situation of Donald Trump

under the spotlight.
This article was first published on John’s blog:
Astrological Psychology and the Askelpios Connection.
The article was written in May 2020 with an update just before the American
Presidential election on November 3rd 2020.

Election 2020 Trump on
Display
by John D.Grove
This Astrological Psychology
ar ticle uses the Huber
method to give a perspective
on Donald J. Trump’s reelection prospects based on
his Natal horoscope, Transits,
Age Point (AP) Progression
aspects to Pluto in his horoscope, and the
Sabian symbol for 12 Degrees of Virgo
which is the AP degree on November 3,
2020, the day of the USA election

Trump’s Natal Chart

I am focusing on Pluto in Trump’s 12th
house, the house of Isolation, You-loss, the
house of the unworldly man.1 In Donald J.
Trumps’ natal horoscope, Pluto is unaspected
(notwithstanding a very weak one-way semisextile to Mercury) and lies outside the
Megaphone, a 4 sided aspect figure
characteristic of his unconscious motivation.
That means that Plutonian energies are
divorced from the energies of the dominant
aspect structure in his horoscope. Pluto
draws energies from the environment when
unaspected. As a psychotherapist, I recognise
Plutonian energies as mafia-like power grabs
that undermine surface reality. Trump
suspects our US election process is tainted by
conspiracies; that the Democrats will steal the
election from him by criminal fraud using
extra Democratic ballots that will take the
Presidency from him. He is using his own
bully pulpit to report by way of propaganda
(another Pluto method) that he will not
accept the results of the 2020 election;
1

Donald J. Trump’s Natal horoscope

Trump suspects mail-in ballots to be the
means by which he will be fraudulently
defeated.
What unaspected Pluto receives is not
modified in any way by other planetary drives
because it is not connected to any aspect
figure. Pluto pulls on the environment (the
12th House meaning) in unpredictable ways.
Pluto in the 12 house stimulates
psychologically his power drives to dominate
and manifest in a way that puts at risk his
existence and as well as that of his
opponents, like presidential candidate Joe
Biden. It is well known that Trump will
relentlessly go after his opponents and

Huber, Bruno and Louise, The Astrological Houses, Samuel Weiser, York Beach, ME, 1978, p. 60
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‘destroy’ them politically if he can. By the
same token, if he, who never admits defeat, is
beaten, then he may have to be ‘destroyed’
but never defeated. Pluto in the 12th house
operates autonomously and sees secret
enemies everywhere, is other-directed and
eliminates the horoscope owner of rational
explanations to losses.2 Howard Sasportas
says the driving force of this placement of
Pluto in the 12th house, is death anxiety.
This means that any change in his ego status
makes Trump highly anxious because it
means dissolution of what he already knows
himself to be… Until and unless he makes
peace with his deep existential dread of nonbeing, he will keep projecting his fear on
whoever comes along and threatens to
change him.3 So we can see that by virtue of
his character and the 12th house theme of
self-undoing, Trump will push away any
thought of relinquishing his presidential
position. An underlying fear of the existential
threat to his position of President motivates
Trump to hold on to power. That is the
intensity by which he clings onto the office
he possesses. In this case it’s executive power.
Donald J. Trump is the most controversial
figure in contemporary United States politics.
As a business man and Machiavellian power
broker and billionaire, he has diverted and
decreased the scope of the US federal
government to focus almost exclusively on
national issues of self-interest (stock market)
to the exclusion of minority groups and the
poor. Adam Smith would be proud of Trump
as would nativists and isolationists. He is
entitled to his point of view in which he is
very consistent – to downsize the federal
government and make the Executive branch
the most powerful over the legislative and
judicial branches of government, and to
superficially support a Caucasian workingclass America. He has learned tactics of
competitive business and applies them to
‘winner take all’ confrontations with his
opponents, sometimes destroying careers. So,

we will head into this election campaign
season and observe Trump’s ruthless
attempts to destroy his opponents. In this
time of a pandemic due to Coronovirus-19, it
is especially heartwarming to see the efforts
of physicians and scientific professionals
from medicine try to hold our nation’s health
together. Donald J. Trump is making an
effort to hold onto his power and consciously
polarizes groups of people to his own
advantage and ignores epidemiologists’
recommendations.
This US election year also is coming at a
consequential time when a Pluto return in
our young nation’s horoscope is on the
horizon.4 America’s first-ever Pluto Return is
coming in 2022, and in consideration of the
duration of kar mic Pluto’s cycle of
approximately 248 years, we can see the
possibilities of Pluto’s transformation/
destruction influence on what we have
achieved so far in our democracy. Donald J.
Trump’s presidency, according to some, is the
greatest threat to our US democracy that was
first established in 1776. That is why if he is
not defeated, he will become more and more
autocratic, threatening our democracy.

S a t u r n t r a n s i t ( 5th h o u s e )
opposing natal Saturn – orb 3
deg.

Robert Hand has depicted this transit as a
time in one’s work when “you may reach a
peak of success, which will be accompanied
by increased responsibility. In that case you
will work extremely hard but ver y
successfully. On the other hand, you may
receive abundant evidence that you are
working in the wrong area all together.” 5
That is evident in Trump administration’s
failure to contain and mitig ate the
Coronavirus -19.
This election is a time of reckoning for
Trump’s presidency and personally very
significant to his work at succeeding as

Huber, Bruno and Louise & Michael-Alexander, Aspect Pattern Astrology, HopeWell, Knutsford, UK, 2005, p.
119
2

3Sasportas,
4

Howard, The Twelve Houses, Flare Publications, London, UK, 1985, p.257

Cowell, Jude, ‘Stars over Washington’ website, article on Pluto’s return 12/2019

Hand, Robert, Planets in Transit , Whitford, Press, Atglen, Pa., 1976, p. 351
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The transits to Donald Trump’s natal chart on November 3, 2020
President of the United States. For most of
us if the evidence is clear that we are not
suited for a job, then we would pack our bags
and go home. Not Donald Trump. He will
have a ‘Waterloo moment’ in which he will
pull out all the stops and force a win if he
can.

jeopardy. “In this transit you will experience
changing circumstances and situations that
may force you to surrender many thingsmaterial goods, relationships, principleswhich you have previously held onto. You
will probably resist these ‘losses’, which is
how you will experience them, with great
tenacity and stubbornness.” 6 If Trump loses,
we can expect a nasty street fight and refusal
to admit he has lost the election. His famous
words, ‘the whole thing is rigged” gets to the
point and he will quell opposition and
protests with law and order – by force if
necessary.

Pluto transit (5th house) opposing
Trump’s natal Saturn – orb 1 deg.

Here we have the forces of social change like
the “Black Lives Matter” movement
challenging the structure of Trump’s political
organisation. The stability of his associations
and life goals (Saturn in the 11th house) are in
ibid. p. 510
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Jupiter transit (5th house)
opposing Trump’s natal Saturn –
orb about 2 deg+

This is a time in which one experiences
resistance to the expansive energies of
philosophy and values. “You may experience
at this time a conflict between the desire for
greater freedom and opportunity.” Note the
restrictions coming from mitigating the Virus
by creating safe and predictable
circumstances for the population at risk of
infection. “Often the temptation is to break
away from everything and start over without
the weights of the past holding you back, so
you think.”7 Jupiter can exaggerate the effects
of any conflict as Trump tries to hold on to
objectives (Saturn conjunct Venus in 11th
house) of a thriving economy. He has opened
the USA for business prematurely during an
epidemic. Jupiter challenges him to expand
the nature of his known allies in his
administration and let his ego express his
right to rule (Jupiter in 5th) over the nation.
As a ruthless autocratic leader, Trump does
not heed the advice of his medical advisers
or the Center for Disease Control (CDC) and
uses his only strength, the economy, to
expand and ignore restrictions that are
recommended by the pandemic which has
killed 225,000 citizens.

self-reflection or taking responsibility for his
own problems.

Age Point Aspects on November
3rd, 2020 for Donald Trump

Age Point Progression in Huber Astrological
Psychology is a time-based method in which
the passage of a point called the ‘Age Point’
traverses all twelve houses of the zodiac. In
the chart below, the Age Point is the
green circle with a cross embedded. “The
twelve houses or life arenas, in the life
experience of man/woman are the most
important developmental element of

My point of view:

I do see Donald Trump from the perspective
of a psychotherapist because I am constantly
trying to understand via diagnoses of clients,
I serve. I do this so I can construct a
treatment plan in my licensed practice. I
cannot see that Mr. Trump, because of a
resistant narcissistic personality disorder, will
learn to use the above transits in a positive
manner. That is why I emphasised the
negative aspects of these transits. I don’t
think the man has the adaptive psychological
defences to handle defeat without a knockdown, dragged-out fight. I also think he will
take as many allies and enemies down with
him as he possibly can. It is not in his
behaviour repertoire to admit defeat with
honour without acting out revengeful and
vindictive feelings. He has no capacity for

7

Age Point Aspects on November 3rd,
2020 for Donald Trump
Astrological Psychology. They are the
reference system to the real world and they
show the psychological processes which
occur constantly between the individual and
his/her environment.” 8
Astrological psychology identifies the timing
of predictable psychological crises in life. In
the Huber Astrological Psychology model,
the traditional meaning of the twelve houses

ibid. p. 297

Grove, John, Life Passages: When Age Point Aspects and Dreams Coincide, Hopewell, Knutsford, UK, 2017, p. 4
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The Life Clock (Huber)
expands to identify 12 developmental tasks to
be accomplished as one meets the
environment as defined by the content of
each the 12 houses. Developmental
challenges are timed as an Age Point (AP)
traverses through the 12 houses of the
horoscope (Age Point Progression) at the rate
of 6 years per house. It takes 72 years for the
Age Point to go full cycle. After 72 years of
age the cycle begins again in the first house to
begin a new cycle. The table below illustrates
the content of the tasks to be accomplished
as the Age Point progresses up to age 72.
Donald Trump will be age 74 years and 5
months on the November 3, 2020 election
date. The Huber Method of Astrological

Psychology goes beyond the 72-year cycle to
address developmental issues into old age.
From 72- 78, the Age Point (AP) passes
through the 1st house once again. There is a
renewed zest for life. For Donald J. Trump
we expect he will “break through the
restrictive habits (of old age) the way he
minimised his symptoms of getting the
Coronavirus and he may no longer want to
be ruled by the opinions of others (his
Doctors); and energetically reject their advice
as interference, develop an unexpected
degree of courage and can even become
foolhardy.” 9
We can observe Donald J. Trump’s (DJT)
behaviour and assert that he already ignores

Huber, Bruno and Louise, Life Clock: The Huber Method of Timing in the Horoscope, Hopewell, Knutsford, UK,
2006, p. 249
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Life Phases through the houses in Age Progression
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the advice of the CDC to social distance and
promote wearing masks in the White House
and in his rallies. His focus is only on reviving
the economy which he feels is his only saving
grace to win re-election in November 2020.
The aspect of the AP to the planet Pluto is
semi-sextile on November 3. DJT may be
found engaging in exchanges of opinion,
imparting knowledge to maintain his position
as President to prevent change.10 He is
identified with Pluto’s power drive to enhance
his personal agenda for USA and could be
involved in his communication with his
advisors to manipulate the US population,
aggress toward his opponents to maintain his
authority, entertain delusions of grandeur,
and assert that the results of the election are
invalid due to his own conspiracy theories.11

There is a Moon Node AP in
Huber Astrological Psychology.

In the chart on page 14 of this article
(Age Point Aspects on November 3rd, 2020
for Donald Trump) Moon Node AP has
red concentric circles located in the 10th
house (authority and executive
behaviour).
This Moon Node AP reflects a shadow and
karmic influence in aspect to Pluto in DJT’s
chart. On November 3, it forms a sextile with
Pluto which assists in exacerbating DJT’s
urge to maintain power and not change by
losing the national election. The effort he
makes to maintain power may be his own
undoing. There is also a semi-sextile with
Mercury in the 11th house which may
highlight communication by his
administration and enablers to control the
narrative that the Virus in waning leading up
to the election.

Sabian symbol for the AP degree
on November 3, 2020

There may be more secrets of DJT’s
behaviour that come to light at the time of
the election or before. The AP at 12 degrees
of Virgo indicates: After the Wedding, the
10

ibid. p. 173

11

ibid p. 193

Groom Snatches the Veil Away from His Bride.
Keynote: the penetrating and unveiling power of the
trained mind. 12
This could indicate the metaphor of the USA
general election as a wedding. So, after the
election we could expect an unveiling of a
secret about DJT by a lawyer (or a disciplined
mind). This symbol just fills me with more
anticipation of the drama that will unfold on
November 3, 2020. After which the Trumps
may have to get out of the way after the
secret is revealed.

Conclusion
DJT has an almost unaspected Pluto in the
12th house of his natal horoscope which is
separate from the main aspect structure .
We can see that he refuses to lose this
election and in doing so will not respond to
the higher octave of the transcendental
planet, Pluto, i.e. to be guided by a higher
power. The challenge for DJT would be to
transform his ego from obsession with his
personal identity to being directed by
identification with a divine purpose for the
good of all the American people. The lower
and negative qualities of Pluto – a will to
power, authoritarian excesses, and crass egodriven, ego-inflation is his style. Revenge and
retribution are to be expected on anyone who
opposes DJT’s re-election. Although I cannot
predict if Trump will win or lose our national
election in the USA, I can surely assert that
the defining moment of this election will
r e ve a l Tr u m p ’s m a f i a - l i ke s t y l e o f
governance. He could only change or
transmute his style by some kind of spiritual
reversal brought about by deep reflection,
remorse and introspection. These are
qualities of character DJT does not possess.
His fractured personality makes personal
psychosynthesis and integration an unlikely
possibility.
¤¤¤¤¤

Rudhyar, Dane, An Astrological Mandala: The Cycle of Transformations and Its 360 Symbolic Phases, Vintage books,
Random House, New York, 1974, p158
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Barry Hopewell considers the future professionalism of
Huber astrological psychology.
As Bruno said in the above quote from 1998,
the education in astrological psychology was
at that time extremely professional.

Most
Professional?

All these achievements have so far proved
significantly enduring, in that despite the
demise of the Hubers and of the API
institution, they all continue in the Germanspeaking heart of Europe, and to a lesser
degree in the English- and Spanish-speaking
areas. For the story of how all this came
about, see the book Piercing the Eggshell.

by Barry
Hopewell
“…your astrological education is one of
the most professional you can get in this
world…”

What made it professional?
The two main factors which combined to
make this operation so professional were the
API code and the professional Diploma.

Bruno Huber, 7 Rays seminar 1998

The API Code

The experience of gathering the material for
the new book Piercing the Eggshell: The Hubers
and their Astrological Psychology has led me to
reflect on the state of Huber astrology today.
I stress that these observations are made
from the perspective of one surveying the
scene from a helicopter, and not from an
expert in professionalism.

At the heart of the Hubers’ professional
approach is the API code, which has been
adopted by all Huber schools. I suggest that
this is the glue that has underpinned the
success of all the Huber schools, particularly
since the death of the two founders.
Most readers of this article will be familiar
with the API code, which is reproduced in
Piercing the Eggshell. This wonderful text bears
re-reading regularly, because it really gets to
the heart of what the Huber Method and
astrological psychology are about. It is
appended to this article for easy reference.

The enormity of the achievement of Bruno
& Louise Huber is quite astounding. They
created, almost from scratch, a new system
linking astrology, psychology and spirituality,
they established an educational process and
an institution that provided a professional
education to the highest standards. And this
system was propagated out into the Englishand Spanish-speaking worlds through
formation of Huber Schools that worked to
the same high professional standards.

The Professional Diploma
The second major aspect of professionalism
of the Huber Method has been the
establishment of a Diploma and a
professional process for achieving that
Diploma. This process has typically, across all
Huber schools, involved a series of lessons,
either live or by distance learning, a
corresponding set of exercises that are
checked by a tutor, a set of checks and
balances for standards across tutors,
workshops where students get together and
some sort of final examination.

Furthermore, Bruno & Louise documented
the essence of their ‘system’ in a series of
books published through their own
publishing house, and the magazine Astrolog
and a series of World Astrology Congresses
to facilitate ongoing development.
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I understand that the German Diploma
includes not only a comprehensive
understanding of astrological psychology, but
also elements of training in psychosynthesis.
In the English school, and the similar Spanish
school the training covered the astrological
psychology, but it was recommended that
those wishing to become accredited
practitioners should also gain a suitable
Counselling qualification. The result was
probably equivalent.

The situation in the English- and Spanishspeaking areas is somewhat different. Yes,
there are several ‘little APIs’, essentially
individual teachers, and the books and
teaching materials are available, but there is
not a central professional body. In the
English area the Astrological Psychology
Association is just that, an association, but
without any professional status since the
demise of the English Huber School in 2019.

Joyce receiving her Diploma from Bruno & Louise at Adliswil 1987
This difference was perhaps inevitable as
there has always been a larger critical mass of
students in the Ger man area, and
‘professionalism’ is much more highly
regarded in the German-speaking area than
the more easy-going English- and Spanishspeaking parts of Europe. The same sort of
thing is true in engineering and
apprenticeships, which is why the German
engineering companies are relatively more
successful.

After 2008/9
The book documents how, since 2008/9,
individual Huber schools in the German area
increasingly went their own way, but within
the context of the professional body for
astrological psychology, IFAP, providing
some central commonality, including those
psychosynthesis elements, and the magazine
Astrolog. There are now effectively ‘little APIs’
in different places where individual teachers
establish their own process, very much along
the lines foreseen by Bruno Huber.
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qualification is vital for anyone embarking on
consulting with clients – real damage can be
done without it.

What does professionalism now
mean for English teachers/
students?

So what?

That was history. Now consider the current
situation, which raises a number of questions.

I leave these questions open for APA tutors,
website owners, consultants and members to
consider. The future direction lies in your
hands. Maybe we need to rethink what APA
is about?

Ongoing Practice
The API Code is still entirely valid. For those
Diploma holders practising professionally
this is usefully supplemented by the code of
the Association of Professional Astrologers
International.

If anyone wants to begin to engage with
these issues, why not write down your ideas
and start a discussion – perhaps on the APA
blog?

Although Bruno Huber emphasised the need
for keeping up with developments this was
never formalised in the English school.
Should there be some formalised standard
for ongoing professional development and/
or supervision for practicing consultants?

Appendix: The API Code

Future Diploma equivalent

Basic Attitude

The last English Huber School Diploma was
awarded by APA following completion of the
last courses in 2019. There is now no current
route to the awarding of a Diploma in
Astrological Psychology. Does this matter?

1. We identify with the general declaration
of human rights: “All human beings are to
be allowed equal rights and liberties, are
born equal in rights and dignity, are
endowed with reason and conscience and
should meet each other in the spirit of
brotherhood …”

Should current teachers and consultants
consider establishing some sort of ‘new’
Diploma process, so that new students of
astrological psychology have a route to
gaining the status of accredited ‘Diploma
Holder’ or equivalent? For example, how can
any new individuals ever appear on the APA
list of accredited consultants? [I am aware of
one initiative that may begin to address this
question: there is a project within the
German professional body IFAP to translate
their online learning studio into English,
which would potentially provide suitable
accreditation.]

2. We regard astrology exclusively as a
diagnostic tool, with which we can
recognise differences in character,
problems of the human psyche and of
psychological-spiritual development.
Thus, astrological knowledge should
above all be used to gain self-knowledge
and as therapeutic help, as well as a means
for solving conflicts – and not for
prediction of the future.

Or should individual teachers establish their
own equivalent qualification, and everything
work more by personal reputation and
reputation of teacher? This is de facto the
current situation.

3. Astrological psychology combines the
astrological knowledge of the past with
modern psychological insights. It is
capable of explaining a person¹s
subjective attitude and its cause by
revealing his inherent motivations and the
conditioning affecting them. An
astrological-psychological counsellor or
teacher must have solid psychological

The important things are that there is a way
for clients to gain confidence in an
astrological psychology consultant, that there
are ways for new consultants and teachers to
emerge, and that a common ethic is adopted,
i.e., the API code. And a counselling
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knowledge in order to be able to fully
grasp the problems of another person.

restriction of a free and full maturing
process. Thus, adaptation cannot and
must not be the motivating expectation
of the astrological psychologist. This
applies especially to indoctrination,
discipline, behavioural therapy and reflex
training.

4. The basic concept of astrological
psychology is based on the understanding
of man as a whole; he has a psyche which
is linked with the environment, but he is
also a spiritual entity (individuality) who
can be responsible for itself. With this
basic concept it is impossible to consider
or treat man as predetermined or like a
computer.

10. Like many modern schools of
psychology, the astrology of the past has
b e e n g e a r e d t owa r d b e h av i o u r a l
determination. Any statement made along
those lines inhibits the freedom of
thought and action, because it pushes a
person into a defensive attitude and selffulfilling prophecies. Astrological
psychology is not fortune-telling but a
particularly apt psychological diagnostic
tool. Therefore, to make concrete
predictions for the future has to be
considered unscrupulous.

5. We take as a precept the originality of
the human individual and therefore
regards uniform thinking only valid within
the context of the subjective, single being.
A person can only be understood in his
individual character and manner and the
corresponding subjective standards.

Research

6. It is our open policy to support only
those astrological research results and
methods, which can be proved by the
reality of the human situation.

11. As of now, astrology is not able to
explain the astrological cause and effect
mechanism in natural-scientific terms.
Astrology is, however, able to use this
mechanism perfectly in the form of the
individual horoscope, when the astrologer
regards it pragmatically as an indicating
device for human character. The Goal:
Freedom and Responsibility for Oneself.

7. Research should bring proof for
traditional knowledge, or it should
develop new systems of classification and
methodical practices which are empirically
repeatable in the therapeutic situation.
The astrological-psychological
counsellor/ teacher should constantly
cultivate an attitude of a researcher.

12. The synthesis of psychology and
astrolog y makes possible both a
differentiated understanding of
personality, and an integration and
restructuring of the whole person. The
creative energies of the personality are
liberated and the person, taking initiative
and responsibility for himself, begins to
rearrange and restructure his life.

8. Astrological research must work out its
own humane-scientific methods of proof.
We refuse to proceed along the lines of
the contemporary system rule of the
natural sciences. Statistics is only a
conditionally suitable means for
understanding the individuality and
complexity of man.

The only acceptable goal of the
astrological-psychological counsellor and
teacher must be to increase the freedom
of the person who is being counselled.

Determination and Adaptation

9. The changeability of collective norms
is historically evident. Any application of
temporary or local collective norms for
the purpose of assimilation into the
community (adaptation) implies the
Conjunction No.74, December 2020
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At this critical time Sue Lewis addresses Climate Action,
our concern for each other and for Planet Earth,
with a look at Boris Johnson’s chart.
new era. Whereas these two large planets
chafe one another in earthy Capricorn, both
have affinities with Aquarian air in their
historical rulerships and humours, so perhaps
we can anticipate a breath of fresh air
bringing hope—Hope in Hell, as Jonathon
Porritt puts it, and he gives us no more than
ten years to address our global climate
emergency.

Contemplating this
Turning Point
in All Our Lives
by Sue Lewis
On Tuesday, 13 October
2020, a TV broadcaster
suggested we look out for
the red planet in the
evening sky as Mars was
orbiting close to the Earth. Mars was at 21°
in its own sign, Aries, where it continues to
transit for the remainder of this year, moving
into Taurus on Wednesday evening, 6 January
2021, where it will once again square first
Saturn and then Jupiter as it moves into
conjunction with Uranus. Mars at 21° Aries
squared its position in mid-March 2020,
when it was conjunct Jupiter and Pluto in
Capricorn during the first lockdown. On 13
October, Mars was exactly opposite the
Libran Sun, and both squared Jupiter, Pluto
and Saturn in Capricorn, making a fractious
cardinal “efficiency” triangle, as coronavirus
moved into a second spike and tempers were
frayed. Our autumn is turbulent and, written
ahead of a late November deadline, I am
exploring this troubled crossroads with
reference to books I have been reading.

Much of Porritt’s volume charts the history
of the green movement, the rise of Greta
Thunberg and Extinction Rebellion in 2019,
and how moves to address climate emergency
thirty years ago were suppressed.
Among the Thatcher archives from 1989,
released last year, was an early draft of a
speech given to the Royal Society in 1988 by
former prime minister, Margaret Thatcher—a
chemist by training, with some understanding
of the threat posed to our future by the
build-up of greenhouse gases, who wished to

In the chart for the Winter Solstice, on
Monday morning 21 December 2020, at
10:02, Mars at 23 degrees of Aries closely
squares Pluto nearing 24 degrees of
Capricorn, forming a small learning triangle
with Moon in Pisces, implying perhaps that,
although vaccines are on the horizon, issues
remain to be solved and lessons to be learned
before we can settle into the next decade.
More optimistically, the Winter Solstice chart
shows the ingress and conjunction of Saturn
and Jupiter in the first degree of the
ideological air sign Aquarius. The planets are
angular, stressed behind the Aquarian
Ascendant on the crest of a wave, heralding a
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grounded hope will be available to anchor
everything we can do to serve our families,
friends and future generations. …if we
haven’t dramatically changed our ways by
then, genuine hope will have become the
scarcest resource on Earth” (p. 312). Porritt
added an introduction to his book after the
proofs were signed off in March 2020,
linking the pandemic to climate emergency,
reiterating the need for people and
governments to “realise that warnings from
experts (on pandemics or climate change)
must now inform all future policy, and that
those who dismiss that expertise as ‘fake
news’ are dangerous enemies of their own
people”, adding that “2021 will be a decisive
year” (pp. xiii and xv).

take a stand. The then Chancellor of the
Exchequer, Nigel Lawson insisted on the
removal of following key paragraph:
We may need to take major steps,
perhaps including a world levy on fuel
prices to support improved energy
efficiency. Part of the solution to
deforestation might be to link the
protection of trees in third world
countries to debt retirement.

Not only did Lawson insist on its deletion on
the grounds that “these bizarre ideas are
contrary to Government policy, and political
dynamite”, but “in 2009, he set up the Global
Warming Policy Foundation, one of the most
persistent and influential of all the denialist
think-tanks on either side of the
Atlantic” (Porritt, pp. 214-16). Porritt’s
research challenges the fallacy that lack of
action on climate change over the last thirty
years is the result of human ignorance,
indifference, selfishness or greed. He lays the
blame squarely on “a powerful, ruthless, selfserving political elite that will brook no
barriers to further enriching itself at the
expense of the whole of the rest of
humankind” (p. 217).

Rutger Bregman’s Humankind (2019) similarly
seeks to redeem our interpretation of human
nature generally, so that we as individuals feel
empowered, and he encourages us to make
bold decisions. Bregman pits the pessimistic
view of Thomas Hobbes’ (1588-1679)
Leviathan (1651) against Jean-Jacques
Rousseau’s (1712-78) noble savage. To shore
up our belief in the human being as
fundamentally good and cooperative,
Bregman contrasts the mutually supportive
behaviour of a group of schoolboys
marooned on a deserted island in the South
Seas, until rescued by an Australian seaman
one year later, with the fictional horror story
of William Golding’s Lord of the Flies (1954).

Porritt asks all of us to play our part in
countering this lobby, in the knowledge that
this is “the last decade in which authentic,
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He cites the reluctance of soldiers to shoot in
battle and debunks some demoralising
psychological experiments carried out in
conditions that would favour preconceived
theories. He demonstrates how, in both
animal and human kingdoms, friendliness,
tolerance and playfulness are better tools for
survival than aggression and strife, a view
endorsed by David Attenborough in his
Witness Statement.

and why does he still have a significant
following? How did Boris Johnson achieve a
resounding victory in British elections in
2019? According to Yuval Noah Harari, such
achievements arise from myth-making,
“telling stories and convincing people to
believe them” (Sapiens [2011], p. 34).
Regarding these two individuals, that’s
undoubtedly a factor in their success but, in
Bregman’s opinion, Harari’s “captivating
theory… ignores 95 percent of human
history” (p. 234). Let’s hope he’s right. His
conscientious research heart-warmingly
contradicts many negative perspectives of
human nature while acknowledging that, “in
evolutionary terms, we’re babies” (p. 50). Our
survival requires courage, integrity, and
readiness to trust others without being
unduly gullible. One of Bregman’s guiding
mantras is “Temper your empathy, train your
compassion” because “unlike empathy,
compassion doesn’t sap our energy” (pp.
386-87).

At the time of writing, there’s much
discussion about the kind of bullying
Golding depicts among the children in his
novel and in the context of a report on Priti
Patel’s behaviour at the Home Office, which
our prime minister, Boris Johnson—an old
Etonian—shrugs off as par for the course.
Bregman, a Dutchman, writes:
Bullying is by far the most pervasive at
typical British boarding schools… These
competitive institutions are part and
p a r c e l o f B r i t a i n’s u p p e r - c l a s s
establishment—many London politicians
went to boarding school—but according
to education scientists, they thwart our
playful nature. (p. 291)

Unfortunately, such behaviour is not only
found in British public schools. I certainly
experienced it at a junior school in the middle
of a housing estate I had to attend for one
term when we moved from one part London
to another just after I’d taken the eleven-plus.
The problems here were that my accent was
too pure and that the school I’d previously
attended had higher educational standards,
both of which merited being deliberately
kicked and tripped in the playground. Then, I
went to a Quaker boarding school where,
notwithstanding the ideological ethos of nonviolence, bullying was rife and playfulness in
short supply. Faced with these circumstances,
most of us develop defence mechanisms and
adopt alien ways of asserting ourselves to
hold our own. Some of us drop them as we
grow up and move on. Others, including
many of our politicians, continue to behave
like irresponsible schoolboys.

Alexander Boris de Pfeffel Johnson
born 19 June 1964
14:00 EDT New York USA
Rodden Rating A (from memory)

Bregman asks: “How can we restore trust in
politics? How can we stem the tide of
cynicism in society? And how can we save
our democracy?” (p. 298) These are timely
and pertinent questions. How did Donald
Trump become American President in 2016,
why can’t he accept defeat graciously in 2020,
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As we contemplate this turning point in our
history, it’s time to take a look at the
astrological chart of our prime minister,
following the stage-managed exit of his
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Machiavellian chief adviser and appraisals of
his character and behaviour by Rory Stewart,
reviewing a biography for the Times Literary
Supplement (TLS, November 6, 2020), and
Andrew Neil, on “T he Devolution
Debacle” (Daily Mail, November 18, 2020).
In the four-sided Representative figure we see
Johnson’s phenomenal powers of persuasion,
which evidently facilitated his rise to the most
powerful position in the land. At the apex of
this figure is a triple conjunction of Sun at
28°27 with Venus at 28°46 Gemini and
North Node at 2°05 Cancer, all clustering
around the Low Point of scholarly house 9
on the sign cusp. His Age Point would have
passed over this conjunction and triggered
the whole aspect figure in 2015-16, when he
chose to back the leave campaign leading to
the Brexit referendum of 23 June 2016, a
decision that would eventually take him to
No 10 as his Age Point crossed the MC and
entered the cardinal zone of house 10. Other
planets in this figure are Moon at 0°36
Scorpio just past the Low Point in personal
house 1, Saturn at 5°01 Pisces in the mutable
zone of creative house 5, and Mars at 1°37
Gemini just past the Low Point of house 8.
All are in air or water signs, and none of the
fire signs in his chart is tenanted. None of
these three ego and two sensory planets is
strongly placed either in sign or house. We
know Johnson can argue persuasively, but he’s
reluctant to take decisions and frequently
makes U-turns. He’s a playboy who’s
probably fathered more children than he
acknowledges, he’s scholarly, and he can be
extremely funny if we’re not too angered by
his politics and immorality to laugh at his
jokes. But is he capable of rising above
chumocracy to appoint good advisers who
will help him and his cabinet take responsible
decisions on behalf of our country, humanity
and the natural world? Is he with, or has he
the backbone to oppose the greedy elite with
their offshore wealth and lack of concern for
the generations to follow? Such a stance
would make him powerful enemies, but could
enhance his stature in history as a reformer.
Rory Stewart comments on his incompetence
and elaborates on his art of lying:
Johnson is after all the most
accomplished liar in public life—perhaps
the best liar ever to serve as prime
minister. …a lifetime of practice and
study has allowed him to uncover new
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possibilities which go well beyond all the
classifications of dishonesty attempted
by classical theorists like St Augustine.
He has mastered the use of error,
omission, exaggeration, diminution,
equivocation and flat denial. He has
perfected casuistry, circumlocution, false
equivalence and false analogy. He is
equally adept at the ironic jest, the fib
and the grand lie; the weasel word and
the half-truth; the hyperbolic lie, the
obvious lie, and the bullshit lie—which
may inadvertently be true. And because
he has been famous for this skill for so
long, he can use his reputation to ascend
to new levels of playful paradox.
But what makes him unusual in a
politician is that his dishonesty has no
clear political intent. (TLS, Nov. 6, 2020)

Following the departure of Dominic
Cummings, Johnson made a gaffe in zoom
talks about devolution that prompted
Andrew Neil to comment on his “verbal
incontinence” and lack of political strategy
(Daily Mail, 18 Nov. 2020, p. 18).
Whereas Johnson’s ego is hidden from view,
what we see is his sensational capacity to play
with words, more as an entertainer than a
diplomat. His freewheeling thinking planets,
Mercury and Jupiter, in linear extensions to
transpersonal planets Neptune and Pluto,
seem to take on a life of their own. All four
planets are strong or fairly strong in sign and
in the cardinal zones of their houses:
Mercury at 19°19 Gemini in house 9, moving
towards the balance point, makes a one-way
quincunx to Neptune at 15°25 Scorpio in
house 2, while Jupiter at 15°45 Taurus in
house 8, makes an exact opposition to
Neptune and a trine to Pluto at 11°47 Virgo
on the cusp of house 12. And Saturn makes
an opposition to Uranus at 6°31 Virgo in the
mutable zone of house 11. During his
landslide victory at the election on 12
December 2019, Moon was transiting over
Johnson’s stellium in Gemini, while Mars was
exactly conjunct Neptune in Scorpio and
trine transiting Neptune in Pisces, and Venus
and Saturn transiting in Capricorn triggered
his natal trine between Jupiter in Taurus and
Pluto in Virgo to create a temporary Large
Talent Triangle in earth signs. Uranus in
Virgo in opposition to Saturn may also have
been triggered by planets in the early degrees
of Capricorn resulting in inspired hunches
during the run-up to the election.

But, even if we can plot the rise of Boris
Johnson, it’s difficult to see the way ahead.
Announcements have been made that new
cars and vans powered wholly by petrol and
diesel will not be sold in the UK after 2030
and there will be increased investment in
renewable energy, small steps in the right
direction hailed with typical Johnson
hyperbole as “a green revolution”, but wholly
inadequate when so many more radical
changes need to be made.

Fungi can assist our struggles against global
warming, food shortages and mountains of
rubbish. Yeast, mushrooms and truffles are
all fungi. An anecdote about truffle-hunting
takes us into the language of big business,
which is applied to negotiations between
fungi and plants and fungi and insects as food
and energy are transmitted. Sheldrake
explores mutually beneficial arrangements,
along with some not-so-nice tales of
exploitation. There are trade-offs and unusual
relationships are established. Just as a
person’s stick might extend his or her sensory
apparatus, so a fungus might colonise an ant,
though this is to the detriment of the ant.
Not everything about fungi is nice, as Simon
Poole emphasises in his Telegraph review.
Nevertheless, as we enter the world of fungal
networks, dubbed by some the “wood wide
web”—though Sheldrake counsels against
literal comparisons to the world wide web—
we attribute human characteristics to fungal
behaviour. And humans could learn a few
things from fungi, like placing less emphasis
on competition and more on distribution of
resources within the community.

As Bregman observes, “in evolutionary
terms, we’re babies”, whereas an “enigmatic
group of organisms—thought to have been
enormous fungi—were the largest living
structures on dry land for at least 40 million
years, twenty times longer than the genus
Homo has existed” (Entangled Life, p. 4), so
maybe the fungi have something to teach us.

The son of Rupert Sheldrake who introduced
a disbelieving scientific world to morphic
resonance, named after the wizard of
Arthurian legend, Merlin has a lot to live up
to. I used to put his father’s chart in
PowerPoint presentations for my astrology
group to illustrate the four-sided Striving
Figure with its sensitive, all-green outer frame
of quincunxes and semi-sextiles, indicative of
“great receptivity to environmental stimuli”
and “intuitive interpersonal skills”. In a
touching epilogue to Entangled Life, Merlin
pays tribute to his dad, whose games with his
small boy stimulated his awareness of floral
perfumes and the stench of rotting leaves,
engendering an early interest that would
become a specialist study.

Guardian reviewer Richard Kerridge calls
Entangled Life (2020) a “brilliant ‘door opener’
book”, which he later explains “is one with a
specialist subject in which it finds pathways
leading everywhere… a genre devoted to
connectedness in all directions… well suited
to our times”, a view with which I
wholeheartedly agree. In his introduction,
Merlin Sheldrake proposes that “Fungi
provide a key to understanding the planet on
which we live, and the ways we think, feel and
behave”. He then shows us why, fully
engaging the reader in a book written with
enthusiasm, wit, expertise, and consideration
for the lay reader.
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Entangled Life is beautifully illustrated with
diagrams as well as photographs, as is David
Attenborough’s A Life on Our Planet (2020).
Assisted primarily by co-author Jonnie
Hughes and the Science Team of World
Wildlife Fund, the 94-year-old, who was at
the cutting edge of delivering the natural
world to our television screens in the 1950s,
has produced a highly readable book for all
the family.
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His introduction sets the scene in
the ghost town of Pripyat, Ukraine,
built to house the people who
worked at the nuclear power plant,
Cher nobyl, where a reactor
exploded in 1986. Like the people
of Pripyat,

stemming the apocalyptic
tide and stabilising our
world. But we must persuade
our politicians to rate
scientific evidence more
highly than shor t-ter m
financial gain, because there’s
no time to lose.

We live our comfortable lives
in the shadow of a disaster of
our own making. That disaster
is being brought about by the
very things that allow us to
live our comfortable lives.
And it is quite natural to carry
on this way until there is a
convincing reason not to do
so and a very good plan for
an alternative. That is why I
have written this book (p. 7).

Our journey this year has
been challenging, individually
and collectively and we need
to give attention to both our
outer environment and our
inner soul. As I neared
completion of this article my
email account was hacked
and I realised just how
dependent many of us have
become on virtual
communication. Looking at my own chart, I
realised that the Age Point was taking a
bumpy ride over the cusp from fiery

Chapter 1 of the first main section
—Attenborough’s Witness Statement—
begins in 1937, when 11-year-old
Attenborough used to go off on his bike and
explore the natural world. In those days, the
world population was 2.3 billion, the carbon
in the atmosphere was 280 parts per million,
and there was 66 per cent of remaining
wilderness. Chapter 2 takes us through the
pioneering years of filming wildlife
programmes for television—Zoo Quest was
compulsory viewing in my home. Each
subsequent chapter reveals a landmark
breakthrough in our visualization or lapse in
our relationship with the natural world. For
example, in 1968, we were able to view the
Earth from space and realize that “our home
was not limitless—there was an edge to our
existence” (p. 43). Every chapter is headed by
figures showing increases in population and
carbon emissions and a decreasing amount of
wilderness. In 2020, the world population is
7.8 billion, carbon in the atmosphere is 415
parts per million, and there is only 35 per
cent remaining wilderness. At the end of this
chapter and section, he asks: “Are we, like
those poor people in Pripyat, sleepwalking
into a catastrophe?”

Sue Lewis
born 16 July 1949
19:45 BST London UK

Sagittarius into earthy Capricorn at the end
of the twelfth house, anticipating the start of
my second cycle in July 2021. There are more
books and thoughts I would have liked to
share but my alchemical journey of the soul
needs some further processing and will have
to wait for another journal or blog.

A short middle section outlines what lies
ahead if we continue living as we do now, and
this is followed by “A Vision for the Future:
How to Rewild the World”. Far from being a
depressing book, it sets out clear arguments
and solutions, suggesting ways in which
fishing can be made more sustainable and
how to rewild the land, for example,
Conjunction No.74, December 2020
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Trish Crawford responds to an article on the Central Core
in Conjunction 73.

Conjunction Reply
by Trish Crawford
Thanks for your article
Caroline, in the last
Conjunction (Issue 73) which
got me thinking again about
the ‘exposed’ hole in my
aspect pattern, and how I
experience it.
It is open to the 3rd, 4th, and 5th Houses, and
these are certainly areas of vulnerability in my
life. The vulnerabilities I feel are expressed in
school environments (3rd), in small collective
conventional (e.g. village) environments (4th),
and in game-playing projections and
flippancy in relationships (5th). You write that
“is it more that the native with an exposed
central core can become too overwhelmed by
the environment for them to be able to
contemplate this sacred space quietly?” For
me, I can feel overwhelmed in these
environments - I kind of lose my sense of
self, and long to be able to get away to my
own space. I may experience anxiety, fear
even, and a sense of dislocation. But the
important thing is that I do not lose sight of
this central core – it is always there for me,
and I just need to retreat to return to it.

Trish Crawford’s Natal Chart
15th July 1953 09:20
Nakuru, Kenya
in a sense of self that is no longer dependent
on the environment for confirmation or
definition”. (Astrological Psychology: The Huber
Method, p.131).

I very much identify with the Hestia goddess
archetype (see Jean Shinoda Bolen: Goddesses
in Everywoman): “Hestia represents the Self, an
intuitively known spiritual centre of a
woman’s personality that gives meaning to
her life…..When threatened…a Hestia
woman needs to seek her one-in-herselfness
in solitude. In quiet tranquillity, she can once
again intuitively find her way back to
centre” (p.130-1). I am no doubt helped in
this by having so many 4th Quadrant planets,
where “we can become increasingly centred
Conjunction No.74, December 2020

Goddess Hestia Full of Blessings
Byzantine tapestry from Egypt
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Trish Crawford’s Nodal chart alongside her Natal chart
This is obviously my life path – moving from
extreme ‘You’ sidedness in my Nodal Chart,
to extreme ‘I’ sidedness in my Natal. A huge
shift from dependency to independence,
which I am gradually making, and becomes
easier with age (my age-point is now in the
12th House). And the Hubers do say that such
a shift is difficult to achieve in one lifetime.

discovered that at the exact time I was
diagnosed, my age-point was in quincunx to
my Nodal Moon (thank you Joyce H. for
drawing my attention to this back in 2012).
So it was thus a wake-up call to awareness
and understanding of the much deeper levels
of illness originating at the spiritual, karmic
levels.

My task is to strengthen the personality
through the ego planets – perhaps most
especially my Moon, the strongest planet. It
too is an area of vulnerability, being blockedoff and in the 1st House. This is something I
believe I have carried over from past lives,
where my Moon sits in the Nodal chart at the
stress-point of the 6th House. Here “she
prefers to yield than to provoke other’s
anger….There is great insecurity and the
constant failures, humiliations, insults or
suffering caused by the loss of love can also
have a psychosomatic effect” (Transformations,
p.74) – interestingly I was born with a
congenital heart defect, which didn’t become
evident till my late 50s, necessitating heart
surgery. And even more weirdly my husband
was also born with the same heart defect, and
also has his Nodal Moon in exactly the same
place as mine! Just 2% of the population are
born with this, so it is not very common. I

I feel I am being very much nudged and
helped in this direction. My N. Node is now
in the place of my Nodal Moon, showing me
my path towards service. My Natal Moon is
under the influence of my overall Personality
Ray – the 2nd, being Love/Wisdom, ruled by
Neptune (the higher spiritual octave of the
Moon). And furthermore, the Moon is also
the esoteric ruler of Virgo, the sign in which
it is placed. So I feel I have a lot of help
towards developing the higher qualities of my
Moon in service to others, reinforced by the
Virgoan 6th House N. Node.
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I would welcome any responses, and additional
insights to my email: crawfords4@hotmail.co.uk.
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Wanda Smit reflects on a Low Point Sun
in the Twelfth House
Needless to say, women abuse has always pressed
the wrong buttons in me. So has the language of
m y f a t h e r : A f r i k a a n s. U n f o r t u n a t e l y,
authoritarianism didn’t stop with my father. Later
in life, I would experience it in the form of
Calvinism, Apartheid and the Nationalist Political
Party.

My Sun. My Father
by Wanda Smit
In my previous article, ‘In My
Element’ (Conjunction 73), I
mentioned the bottles I filled with
blue-coloured water which I put on
a windowsill so that I could imagine
I was underwater. Only recently I
realised that the three bottles at the
centre represent, (from left to right)
my mother (the hookah), myself (the violin and
the Moon) and my father (the gin bottle).
With the Sun representing the father in
childhood, I want to look at the role my father
played in my life.

It is interesting to note that these early
experiences of my father, led to my later studies
of Comparative Religions and European
Languages, which I loved. As if I had to get the
‘bigger’ picture of religion and language, not what
the powers-that-be believed
According to my mother, my father became an
alcoholic after he couldn’t deal with the loss of

his youngest brother. My father then drowned his
sorrows in drink, which made him the ‘Absent
Father’ in my life – a perfect reflection of the Sun
on a low point in the 12th house!

My Sun is on the low point in Pisces in the 12th
house. This, together with the article I wrote for
the blog on Lawrence Durrell, whom I only
discovered recently could be abusive towards
women, particularly when he had overindulged in
alcohol, reminded me of my father’s abusive
behaviour. Not towards me – I was six years old
at the time – but towards my mother and older
sister.
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I found an old photo of him and what struck me
was his reluctance to face the camera: his eyes
look away to the left. Was he shy – like I was in
my teens? Or was he shying away from the guilt
he must have felt – towards his parents - when his
youngest brother, who had come to visit us,
drowned while the men were out on a blown-up
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tractor tyre on a dam. Apparently he spent three
days on that tyre with a long stick looking for the
body of his brother, which eventually floated to
the surface.

I simply cannot take this frustration
anymore, this stagnant patriarchal
principle that keeps people under
control, stifling them so they can’t
breathe the creative force of life.

My father was never unkind to me, just remote.
After two years of his shameful abuse of my
mother and older sister, we left him and went
back to the city where my mother came from.

Then, earlier this year, I entered an Afrikaans
Radio Play Competition. It is the first thing I have
ever written in Afrikaans! I had, over the years,
written different versions of the life of a Khoi
woman, Sara Bartman, known as The Hottentot
Venus at Piccadilly freak shows and in the salons
of French society. She died in France, four years
later, due to an ‘overindulgence in alcohol’
according to Georges Cuvier, the natural scientist
who dissected her body after her death and made
a plaster cast of it which was on display at the
Museum of Man till 1982. The abuse she was
subjected to haunted me for years. And as I had
already done my research on her in the midEighties, all I had to do was translate it into my
home language. For me, this was a matter of
closure.
***
The Sun symbolises one’s mind. The greatest
influence on my mind was not my father, but my
late mentor, who introduced me to Comparative
Religions and Archetypal Psychology. His map of
human consciousness was awe-inspiring. He also
loved literature and we enjoyed particularly the
Magical Realism of the Eighties. (Hence my
articles for the blog on Marquez and Borges, both
from Latin America.)

My father was Afrikaans and authoritarian, which
left me with an intense dislike of my home
language and any form of authoritarianism, be it
apartheid, religion, political systems or anything
that said: “Thou shalt.” To this day, I don’t ever
listen to Afrikaans radio stations, but soon I
will…
In August 1984, exactly 36 years ago, when my
Age Point was approaching the low point of the
6th house, this is what I wrote in my diary:
If language makes one sick, then
language can cure one. So runs the
hypothesis of psychoanalysis. And how
sick my language has made me!
Afrikaans. I curse the language for it
stultifies my growth, it won’t allow me
any room to play in… It has fragmented
me, for I cannot deny that it is
inseparable part of me, yet I have
disowned it, but still not strongly enough.
It still hovers around in the background,
interfering in my peace of mind…
Afrikaans-speaking politicians repeating
their empty rhetoric ad absurdum anger
me more than anything. I can no longer
desensitise myself to them.

My late mentor left me many books from his vast
personal collection. One in particular, The
Forbidden Forest by Mircea Eliade, a Romanian well
known for his volumes on A History of Religious
Ideas. I never read it before, but now that I am
retired and have more time, I am reading it. It is
the most intelligent novel I have ever read! It is
both deeply intellectual and creative – another
good reflection of a Sun in Pisces in the 12th
house. It is taking me on a magnificent mind
journey, even when my Age Point is close to the
low point in the hidden world – the forbidden
forest? - of the 12th house. What dark depths will
this fish descend to?

Yet I know what I have been feeling my
whole life is right for me. First the
teachers in primary school, then the
principal at high school. (Fortunately, I
went to an English university.) My
immediate boss. My MD. The leaders of
the country.
I feel they are in the right positions,
because they have the right names, the
Afrikaans names. I have the right name
too, and some of those positions have
been open to you me - like the door in
Bluebeard’s Castle, but I have preferred
to leave it closed, because the horror
behind it, as Mr Kurtz discovered in
Heart of Darkness, is too dreadful to
contemplate.
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Only time will tell.
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Book Review
Caroline Adlestone reviews the new biography of
Bruno and Louise Huber and their work.

A “New Science of Man”,
Review of Piercing the
Eggshell, The Hubers and
their Astrological Psychology,
edited by Barry and Joyce
Hopewell.
by Caroline Adlestone
“We envisioned a nobler man in a nobler
world, and realised that we both wanted to
contribute actively to increasing the quality of
human consciousness.” So said Bruno Huber
as he looked back on the lives of himself and
Louise in 1987, 19 years after the formation
of API Switzerland. Much of this biography
of the extraordinary life and work of the
Hubers is recorded in their own words. This
direct transmission enriches the book and
gives us a personal voice of Bruno and
Louise Huber. The many writings from which
the material is sourced are deftly and
seamlessly incorporated chronologically into
a compelling narrative. We are taken on a
jour ney of wonder, excitement and
sometimes intense, story-telling. In 12
chapters the reader is taken through the lives
of the Hubers, the development of
astrological psychology, the creation and
growth of API Switzerland and its influence
throughout the world.

The book is beautifully illustrated throughout
and the many photographs add to the
intimacy of the story being told. The use of
charts adroitly gives depth and added
resonance to the storyline for those who can
understand and gives clear and tangible
examples of how the method works to those
unfamiliar with astrological psychology. And
for non-Huber astrologers there is a very
lucid description of the Huber method in
chapter one. And the clarity given to the
technical side of astrological psychology
means this book can be read by everyone.
The history of the many translated and
truncated publications of the Hubers is
expertly explained by the editors, Barry and
Joyce, who are publishers of the English
books since 2003. There are also appendices
of Key Dates of the Hubers, the API, the
English Huber School and the Spanish
School. This is useful and well-collated
information.

The title of the book Piercing the Eggshell is a
reference to the possibility of a connection to
the higher self or soul by breaking through
the encapsulated ego. It refers to Roberto
Assagioli’s Eg g model and Br uno’s
subsequent Amphora diag ram which
incorporates the astrological symbols of the
planets.
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The Hubers early life story is told from the
world war period in which they grew up,
emerging from the Third Reich into a world
in which they both felt as though they wanted
to understand and to help people. The story
continues to their fated meeting – six months
before she met him Louise had seen Bruno in
a meditation – he fell in love and had to

Something that the book especially exudes is
the joyful experience of connections with the
Hubers, whether learning, teaching, or
socialising, life in all its dimensions and
colour is present in these pages.

Bruno’s process of coming to the gestalt in
the chart is unveiled as it develops. The book
draws the reader to a recognition of the
development of the unique and stunning
mandalas and the clear visual impact of the
charts that we now recognise as Huber charts.
The charts came about as a result of Bruno’s
many artistic interests and pursuits as well as
his artistic nature. The study of colour and
his visual sensitivity are aspects that led to the
creation of the charts. Lola Ferrer sums it up
beautifully when she speaks of the Beauty
that came through Bruno, “that inborn ability
to connect with what is harmonious and
bring it to earth.”
She describes the chart as “a perfect piece of
cosmos arrested in time.”
“Bruno’s clear and artistic design of the
horoscope … the colour lines that could
geometrically reveal the innermost soul of
the moment captured in the chart.”

The young Bruno and Louise Huber

marry her, and only her. We follow them
through their setting up of the Arcane School
in Geneva and their formative and magical
years in Florence in a stimulating spiritual
environment with Roberto Assagioli. Their
dedication and tenacity was always driven by
their single-focussed goal. In a literal sense,
Bruno once remarkably journeyed 700km on
his bicycle across the Alps over a 2500 metre
high pass to be with Assagioli in Arezzo as
there was no other way of getting there.
Those early days were hugely interesting,
fertile and creative but they were also fraught
with insecurity of the unknown. Something
that to Louise, with her Taurus Sun on the
2nd House Cusp and Fixed quadrangular
shaped chart, was not easy. Their own
individual personal growth is shared by each
of them with candour. The depth of their
own understanding of themselves and the
workings of their inner minds. seems natural
when you consider how Bruno and Louise’s
youthful lives were steeped in many kinds of
exploratory depth psychologies and spiritual
development. And also how in the Huber
method we look deeply into ourselves
through chart interpretation.
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The artistic qualities blended beautifully with
the scientific innovations. It was this
combination of intuitive and technical
aspects that brought about the uniqueness of
astrological psychology. Lola continues with
her response to discovering Bruno’s charts
and describes this fusion, “…Bruno’s design
had it all, it was not only a highly aesthetic
piece of work, but responded to my deep
need that the meaningful instrument a chart
was, should have a sort of transcendent
beauty in it. His investigations led to so many
breakthroughs. And he was an artist too. The
Colour Dialogue and the Golden Mean
seemed to have found their place in Bruno’s
design and astrological concepts, such as the
Age Point, the Dynamic Energy Curve, the
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House Chart, in the dance of so many
psychological elements expressed all in One.”

around the clock to fulfil conditioned ideas
from his mother which he could see in
relation to Saturn in his chart. “So until the
age of 60 I didn’t realise I had this fixation,
then suddenly I could clearly denominate it,
could see it. It came from my mother, she
worked and lived that way.” The trine from
Saturn in the11th house in Capricorn to

There are many gems that come to light in
the book, such as details of life in
Switzerland. Joyce’s description of Bruno’s
photos and prints of paintings on the walls
of API by the painter, theosophist and
philosopher for world peace, Nicholas
Roerich, which were “reminiscent of the
shaping in Bruno’s chart”, gives added
resonance to the character of Bruno and the
energy of the school. Joyce’s description of
the the physical API school, as she
descriptively takes us through the garden and
the house, is precious and provides
wonderful memories and experiences related
“before they are lost in the mists of time.”

Neptune on the DC meant he had learned to
“always be good to people” to the point at
which he had given himself a heart attack.
We see the nature of Bruno and Louise’s
polarised personalities and their relationship
i n c h a p t e r 7 i n t h e s e c t i o n “A
Complementary Relationship”. (There is a
neat allusion to the concerns of each
astrological house in the 12 chapters.) Bruno
the scientist, psychologist and thinker and
Louise, the organiser with her deep esoteric
roots, with evolution as the all-embracing
goal to which she was committed in all she
did, complemented each other. Any crises in
the relationship were seen as opportunities
for growth. And “the little game of
partnership” (Louise) was subsumed in their
higher objective of building AP.I,
Individual ethical development and the moral
philosophy that was the basis for the Hubers’
work and teaching is reflected in a document
known as the API code of ethics which is
included in the book.The importance of this
ethical code as a strong guideline of how the
method of astrological psychology should be
used is brought out in the book. And the
philosophy behind it becomes clear. We can
be grateful to Barry who draws our attention
to the API code of ethics on p.18 in this
issue of Conjunction.

The narrative is interspersed with charts and
their interpretation. For example the constant
busyness of the Hubers and their school can
be seen reflected in the chart of API
Switzerland. In it we see the Irritation
Rectangle figure containing the crossed red
opposition aspects. Louise says, “In 36 years,
we have never had a moment to stop, rest or
look back..” And, poignantly, Bruno’s
recognition of how he had worked himself
to a heart attack can also be seen reflected in
his chart. He describes how he had worked
Conjunction No.74, December 2020
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The position of astrological psychology
within the wider world of astrology is
elucidated in the book. In some ways
astrological psychology can be seen as a niche
area within the astrological world and this
subject is not shied away from in the book.
The Hubers created a “new science”, which is
a “closed system” and does not work with
other astrological systems. That astrological
psychology is not predictive and is for selfawareness is well-known. But it differs from
other astrologies in that it does not rely on
the traditional medieval view of astrology.
Bruno had a mistrust of the “old patterned
astrology” and it deeply mattered to him that
the old methods didn’t fit psychologically.
The response of the wider astrological
community to the new teaching is dealt with
in the book. Both Bruno and Louise speak of
their experience of this and how the
disregard by others was sometimes hurtful.
But astrological psychology is a deeply
researched form of psychology and Bruno
encouraged questioning and constant
research into the system. Bruno states this

We can deliver
more than just a
remark.
Bruno Huber

inspiring and I am sure will lead many to
want to discover for themselves what it’s all
about. Joyce Hopewell, co-editor and
researcher of the book, in her article in this
issue, encourages us to go back to our charts
to understand our own lives during these
impactful times.
It is notable that the success of the English
Huber School is highlighted in chapter 9. Not
least that the English Course manuals were
translated into German!, and then into Spanish,
and were instrumental to API teaching, and
shows the professionalism of the English
Huber School from the very beginning.
Charles Harvey wrote of the course notes,
that “the Huber’s ideas come over more
clearly and coherently than in their own
books.” The idea of using the charts of a
friend/ someone you know well and the tutor
was also unique to the English School.
The depth of sincerity of all of those whose
lives were touched by the Hubers and their
dedication to the Huber method is especially
felt in the crescendo of outpouring of love
and gratitude from those who knew them in
the penultimate chapter of the book, chapter
11, ‘The Huber/ API family’, which reflects
the concerns of the11th House, a group of
like-minded friends. So many dear friends
who speak so highly of the life and work of
the Hubers. Of Bruno’s “great love of
people” and the light and inspiration that so
many received from them. Of their
inordinate good qualities in addition to the
magnitude of their work .
I didn’t want the book to end but fortunately
we have several volumes of the Hubers’ work
to enjoy for years to come. And we can keep
on experimenting with the Huber method,
the work is endless.

clearly in his final seminar
in England.
Bruno was insistent that we take nothing at
face value without experimenting with it in
our own charts and those of others. This is
the sort of research that was so important to
him. Needless to say, this is exciting and
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