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Notes from the 12th House
Notes from the 11th House by Joyce Hopewell

Yes, you did read the title correctly. Although activity. It might be doing something or visiting some
my Age Point has entered the 12th house, as place where you can allow yourself to be, where you can
author of this regular “Notes from the 11th take time out to recharge your batteries and reconnect
House” column I’ll always be writing from an 11th house with the true essence of yourself, the part of you which
perspective. We’re a like-minded bunch sharing interests doesn’t need to be asserting itself.
Shortly before my “clickety-click” birthday I visited
and ideals in common aren’t we? And that’s not going to
Assisi. This is one of the main pilgrimage centres in Italy
change.
However, the 12th house with all its associations is and although it wasn’t overcrowded the day I was there,
something I’m going to muse upon this time. Maybe this the crypt where St. Francis is buried was, with tourists
house is something a bit mysterious, perhaps even dreaded, shuffling around his tomb, touching it, praying before it
because of its description in conventional astrology as a place and – possibly for health and safety regulations – having
to leave candles in
of isolation, seclusion,
baskets by the shrine
hospitalisation
and
to be lit (safely) later.
even imprisonment.
Not a very uplifting
Not very inviting at
experience and about
all. The Hubers, in
as far from St. Francis’s
The Astrological Houses,
connection with nature
describe the 12th house
as you can imagine.
as “a passive area… not
Later that day I
overtly active” and
visited the church of
one where we “lean
San Damiano, where
toward
observation,
St. Francis first received
consideration…
an
his calling. It became a
area of reflection, of
convent for the nuns
recognition of the
of St. Clare, a follower
inner core and the
of St. Francis, and is
reason for existence”.
“St Francis” by Maylis Curie
beautiful and peaceful,
Now that I can go
www.maylisphotography.com
yet vibrant as well.
along with; an area
Approaching it along a
of life expression that
doesn’t need so much ego push and shove, and one where tree-lined path you pass a statue of St. Francis meditating,
there is time and space to simply be, and to willingly share overlooking the surrounding scenic countryside. The
nuns, going about their daily business, smile as they pass
our understanding and experience with others.
If, like me, you have planets in the 12th house, by and the Franciscan friars visiting the church sit outside
psychologically it will probably feel an easier, more familiar and quietly chat and laugh together, sharing an 11th house
and comfortable place (depending, of course, on what the connection in a 12th house setting. As I was leaving, one
planets are!). If this house is empty, it may be something of them greeted me with the motto of St. Francis, “pace e
of a no-go area until an understanding of it is developed. bene” – peace and all good.
As a description of the 12th house that will do for me.
This can be helped along by consciously being aware
of what, for you, is a 12th house kind of experience or

CONGRATULATIONS!
The following students have successfully completed their studies:

APA Diploma in Astrological Psychology
Amanda Baldwin (South Africa)
Marilyn Burnett (UK)
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News
Joyce Retires from Tutoring

After 24 years, Joyce Hopewell is
retiring from actively tutoring students.
She will continue as APA’s Principal
Emeritus.
Here are some words of appreciation
for these many years of selfless service
from past and current tutors:
Richard Llewellyn writes:
Joyce Hopewell – Teacher extraordinaire!
Whether in a workshop or working one to one
with a student, Joyce has that wonderful quality of
enthusiasm which, for me, is the most important
quality of a teacher. OK, you need to know your
subject which she does of course, but to motivate a
student to learn you have to be able to excite him or
her to want to learn, and Joyce has the ability to do
just that.
I’ve never been a student of Joyce’s but I have
worked many times with her in workshops and in
groups and those occasions are some of the happiest
of my memories of API. She can be wonderfully
creative and can bring astrological psychology to life,
whether vocally, graphically, musically or through
movement and make it fun. And I can think of no
better way to help students remember what she is
teaching them.
Kathy Rogers writes:
I first met Joyce in 1997 when she and Richard
Llewellyn led a workshop in Manchester. This was
a time when I was exploring different approaches to
astrology and the workshop was an introduction to
the Huber method. During the day, Joyce taught
with huge enthusiasm, passion and great clarity.
I came away from that day with a much deeper
understanding of many astrological concepts, a very
beautiful chart that had been handled with respect
during the sessions, and an appetite to know more.
Over the next decade, I attended over 30 workshops

run by Joyce, many as part of Contact North West,
which offered opportunities to meet other students
and tutors as well as learning about different aspects
of the Huber method. The day spent with Joyce and
Richard in 1997 started me on a journey that was
to see me become a Diploma holder and a tutor.
At each step, Joyce has been there to teach, guide,
mentor and support.
For those of you who think in terms of astrological
cycles, you may have noticed that my relationship
with Joyce has, at 14 years, just reached the time
of the first Saturn opposition. Rose Elliot suggests
this “gives us the chance to look back at what we’ve
already achieved and to evaluate ourselves against
the Saturnine aspects of life: authority figures and
the disciplined structure of our lives”. When I reflect
on Joyce’s work as a tutor with the APA through
this lens, she is first and foremost a superb teacher,
whether through the correspondence courses,
workshops or her writing – both her blog and her
books. She has been Principal of the APA, providing
a steady hand to guide the APA through many years
of change. She also helped to guide the APA through
several transitions in its structure, encouraging many
people to become involved in running the School
when it was run through the School Council and,
latterly, in the move to its current format as a Limited
Company.
I would like to use this opportunity to thank
Joyce for all her work over the years – as a tutor, as
Principal, as a ‘mother hen’ when I first became a
tutor and as a friend and colleague who has always
held aloft a torch for Huber astrology. Wishing
Joyce a very happy retirement from tutoring.
Trish Crawford writes:
Your time and positive support as ‘mother hen’ tutor
was much appreciated – as is of course your immense
efforts and work for APA over the years.

Spot Joyce and Richard at Face-to-Face in Totnes 1990
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Diploma and Foundation Course Enrolment

Huber Books in Australia and USA

Students about to enrol on the APA Diploma or
Foundation Course will find a much simplified
enrolment form on the website, making it much
easier for you to enrol.
The option of receiving the Diploma Course on
CD is not popular and has been removed. However,
Diploma Course students who purchase a single
module at a time can now request that modules
after the first one be emailed to them as ‘pdf ’ files,
rather than having to wait for the paper copy of the
module to be delivered.

Two major new outlets are now stocking books on
astrological psychology:
American Federation of Astrologers in USA:
http://www.astrologers.com/shop/
Virgo Moon Pages in South Australia:
http://www.virgomoonpages.com.au/

APA on Twitter

Follow APA’s new Twitter stream @astpsy, containing
regular ‘tweets’ with the latest news and reminders
of various aspects of astrological psychology and the
Association.
If you don’t want to get to grips with Twitter
(which is actually quite easy –- go to http://twitter.
com), we will soon be providing ‘widgets’ on the
APA front page at www.astrologicalpsychology.org
which you can click on to see the most recent tweets.
Conferences

Possibly of interest to some members will be:
Astrological Association conference on the
theme ‘Surviving 2012’ at Wyboston Lakes near
Cambridge from 7-9 September 2012 – http://
tinyurl.com/6e8w6yc.
International Psychosynthesis Conference in Rome,
Italy, 21-24 June 2012 – http://tinyurl.com/673kxet.

Correspondence
Congratulations on another excellent issue of
Conjunction. It is good to see more ‘new’ authors.
I was particularly interested in John D. Grove’s
article with the synchronistic confirmation of
the Huber Age Point and his dream... and the
synchronicity was not just with the Crossing
Points. His resistance to taking on a ‘menial
role’ and his dream was just at the change of
sign from Leo to Virgo, and no matter how hard
he tried, the ‘menial’ sign of Virgo won out,
confirming the Huber description of the signs
as being consecutively developmental in life.
It is good also to realise that other professions
are combining the Huber Method with their
own. Of course, we know that from the Astrolog
articles, but I had not known of it in the Englishspeaking world.
Catharine Collier, South Africa
Response from John D. Grove:

Members’ Online Forum

For students, your tutor is your first point
of contact for course-related queries. All
members can also use the APA members' online
forum ‘Huber Astrology Forum’, accessible
from the members’ area of the website www.
astrologicalpsychology.org, for more general
queries, conversations and information sharing.
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I feel the confirmation that others are
introspective and taking their dreams into
account is a tribute to Conjunction’s readership.
I would recommend those who further wish
to explore their dreams to use: At A Journal
Workshop (Writing to Access the Power of the
Unconscious and Evoke Creative Ability) by Ira
Progoff, Pd.D.
John D. Grove, U.S.A

Contacts and Resources
APA Officers
Course Administration
David Kerr*
01479 831374

david.kerr@astrologicalpsychology.org

Bookshop
Linda Tinsley
01704 544652
lucindatinsley@talktalk.net

Chart Data Service
Richard Llewellyn
0151-606-8551
r.llewellyn@btinternet.com

Principal Emeritus
Joyce Hopewell
01565-633829
api.principal@zen.co.uk

Publications
Barry Hopewell*
01565-633829
barry.hopewell@zen.co.uk

Computer Software
Elly Gibbs
0151-677-0779
software.huber@btinternet.com

Course Enquiries
David Kerr*
01479 831374

Web Master
Jane Brooks
0161-221-2224
jane@astrologicalpsychology.org

Conjunction Editor
Barry Hopewell*
01565 633829
editor@astrologicalpsychology.org

Treasurer
Sue Parker*
01492 513024.
suellysfaen@talktalk.net

Membership
Trish Crawford
01559 370931

course.enquiries@astrologicalpsychology.org

membership@astrologicalpsychology.org

Trustees are indicated by *. For details of tutors see www.astrologicalpsychology.org

ASTROLOGICAL SOFTWARE

Resources

APA BOOKSHOP
On-line Bookshop at

www.astrologicalpsycholog y.org
books, booklets, CD’s, audio tapes
related to the Hubers and astrological psychology
10% discount to APA members
For details of new and second-hand books and learning material
please contact Linda Tinsley for a current catalogue.
70 Kensington Road, Southport, PR9 0RY
tel: +44(0)1704-544652
email: lucindatinsley@talktalk.net

Aspect Patterns in Colour
by Joyce Hopewell

At last, a colour book in English featuring aspect
patterns and inner motivation, with examples.
The individual aspect figures from
Aspect Pattern Astrology are fully
illustrated in colour. The meaning is
given for each individual aspect figure,
together with an example chart and
interpretation.
Available from APA Bookshop

ASTRO CORA, MEGASTAR, REGULUS,
REGULUS LIGHT
& Special Student Edition – Regulus API(UK)
Advice and software on CD:
Elly Gibbs, Huber Software Distribution
27 Lombardy Ave, Wirral CH49 3AE, UK
Tel: +44(0)151-677-0779.
email: software.huber@btinternet.com
Software download:
www.catharsoftware.com

HUBER CHART
DATA SERVICE
A comprehensive range of data & charts
on paper or acetate produced to a very
high standard using Megastar Software
Contact Richard Llewellyn, Huber Chart Data Service,
27 Lombardy Ave., Wirral CH49 3AE, UK
Tel: 0151-606-8551
email: r.llewellyn@btinternet.com

Natal House & Node Charts + Click – Integration
Dynamic Quadrants –Transits – Progressions
– Personal Rays – Relationship Charts …

Visit the APA website at www.astrologicalpsychology.org
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Astrological Psychosynthesis
by Bruno & Louise Huber
This article outlines the Hubers’ thoughts on the origins of ‘astrological psychosynthesis’, a more descriptive but
more cumbersome term than the more usual ‘astrological psychology’. This text is taken from the Foreword and
Introduction to the book Astrological Psychosynthesis, first published in 1991.
Background (Louise)

New ideas invariably come up against two typical reactions.
Some people will say ‘Not another new brainwave’,
while others will reply ‘That sounds interesting, I’ll
have to look into it’. These days hardly a day passes
without some new idea or product being launched; in all
branches of life new developments abound, and many
of them are really more than is required. This book has
been written to satisfy a real need, however, the need
for wholeness. It answers a call which, in the realm of
psychology and astrology, is ever more urgent. We hope
and trust that it will make a valid contribution, furthering
a holistic approach to astrology. With this end in mind
we’ve coined the phrase ‘Astrological Psychosynthesis’,
the bringing together of many divergent energies into
one effective framework. We intend to go beyond the
analytical use of astrology, and to address ourselves to
even more meaningful concepts, such as the question of
growth, inner development, a more spiritual orientation,
a search for our Higher Self, and the meaning of life,
grasping the very essence of our astrological chart.
It is not really sufficient simply to point out new
correlations in our modern, psychologically-oriented
astrology, nor just to add a few more psychological
techniques, if at the same time we persist in using the
same old analytical concepts as before. The holistic
approach, psychosynthesis, demands more than that
from us, it demands a paradigm shift. We have to include
the laws of inner growth, which are much more akin to
our thoughts on evolution, meditation, and religion than
we were at first willing to accept.
When in 1958 Bruno and I were called to Florence to
help Roberto Assagioli with his book Psychosynthesis—a
Manual of Principles and Techniques, we had no idea that
this would totally alter our view on life, and affect all
our future activities. From the very beginning Roberto
Assagioli responded kindly to our interest in astrology,
and finally suggested that Bruno should explore and reexamine the basic principles on which astrology is built.
To facilitate this research he put at Bruno’s disposal all
his rich and varied case material, and it became ever
more clear to us that the inclusion of psychosynthesis
into our astrological concepts would be for us the task
of a lifetime. And indeed we’ve now dedicated all our
energies to this work for several decades. Thus a new
astrology was born, an astrology which responds to
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the human need for wholeness. In our many years of
teaching and counselling we’ve been able to observe
in our students that the study of this type of astrology
not only brought them greater self-understanding, but
a growth in consciousness, a process of self-realization
and transformation that was much more far-reaching
than the mere analytical description of their character
traits as practised by astrology up to that time. A change
of the structure of their personality together with a
growing awareness of their individual path in life clearly
demonstrated that a genuine psychosynthesis was taking
place with the help of our new method of horoscope
interpretation, based as it is on the conscious integration
of the various facets of our personalities.
With the book Astrological Psychosynthesis we hope to
give you a brief insight into these new methods, which
we’ve developed into a holistic approach of horoscope
delineation.
Astrological Psychosynthesis (Bruno)

It is well known that in astrology, just as in any other
branch of knowledge, the chosen methodology depends
very much on the type of question we are asking in
the first place. This means that we have to develop
methods of horoscope interpretation which are suited
to the level of the question and the questioner. If we
are preoccupied with good luck and success then clearly
we’ll need a different approach than if we seek solutions
for psychological or spiritual problems. Throughout
the centuries the nature of our questions and thereby
the methods of the various schools of astrology have
changed in keeping with changing cultural conditions,
with the level of general education and the prevailing
beliefs. Each question, each new value system, evoked its
own quota of new systems. Some, of course, are out of
date by now, of historical interest only, a burden rather
than a help. This is the explanation for why we have
so many divergent astrological schools now, and many
would-be students find this most confusing. But before
we choose the approach which is most appropriate for
us we don’t have to judge which of them is best or
worst, we have only to ask ourselves ‘what is it that I,
personally, want to learn from the chart?’
Today we are confronted with a new set of problems.
That’s why many more people are now turning to such
subjects as astrology, in order to fathom the sense and
purpose of their life. They’ll study astrology because

they are no longer satisfied with the generally accepted
attitude to our existence, because they have lost their way
and hope that astrology may help them to find a new
sense of purpose and direction, their true identity, their
Higher Self. They look to astrology to learn about their
karma, to find the meaning of their particular incarnation.
They want to grow, and to get rid of misconceptions and
inappropriate behaviour patterns. They want to tackle
consciously periods of sacrifice, purification, crisis and
change in order to achieve something really worth while.
And they want to increase their knowledge of the laws
which govern this growth process, and strive ever to
widen their horizons. Therefore they will need a holistic
way of looking at horoscopes, an in-depth psychology,
and this requires an integrative approach which offers
answers to the questions ‘Who am I?, ‘Where do I come
from?, and ‘Where am I going?’
In the last few decades this quest for a holistic
interpretation of the horoscope has gained considerable
momentum within the astrological fraternity, in
contradistinction to the previous method which was
based on analytical thinking and relied heavily on key
words and on a series of seemingly unconnected
pronouncements. Astrology nowadays tends to
concentrate more and more on the whole person. This
approach has been taught for the past 25 years by the
Astrologisch Psychologisches Institut (API) in Switzerland,
and now also by the English Huber School [now APA].
It is eminently suitable for a psychological delineation of
the astrological chart, as it aims to help people find their
own true self and work consciously towards integration
and wholeness.
Before we tackle the concept of astrological
psychosynthesis let’s start by defining the meaning of
synthesis. One dictionary says: ‘combination, putting
together separate elements to form a connected whole’.
Therefore synthesis, or wholeness, means the ability
to view something in its entirety. Whilst holistic vision
implies that we recognize the individual constituents, we
can also, at the same time, gain an overview of the way in
which they work together to form a properly functioning
unit. It is always much more difficult to form a complete
picture than to confine ourselves to a few isolated details.
It requires a measure of detachment, as it is far easier to
observe interconnections and interrelationships from a
bird’s eye point of view which affords us a wider grasp
of both space and time. The astrological viewpoint is a
natural candidate for a means of achieving this wider,
in fact a cosmic, perspective. It encourages us to view
ourselves as an integral part of a much larger plan, since,
by analogy, cosmic laws are bound to work also within
ourselves and our world.
The need for wholeness is so pronounced in our
time that analytical methods are no longer sufficient to
do justice to our human condition. Everywhere now
we talk about the holistic vision, about our ecological

interconnectedness, about the interdependence of
nature, man and the cosmos. In fact all our social
institutions point more and more in this direction. The
increasing complexity of all these interconnections tends
to overwhelm us—the mutual influences and network
relationships abound, and everything somehow seems
to be interlinked with everything else. More and more
it is becoming apparent that we are each just a small
speck in a vast web which encompasses all and has all
within its sway. We are forced to accept the conclusion
that each particle, man included, is just an integral part
of the greater whole, and yet a conscious living unit in
its own right.
In order to cope with this new insight we need to
cultivate and develop a whole new brand of cosmic
awareness with which to appreciate the manifold strands
of the web. In other words, we are dealing with the law
of inclusiveness, the law of love, of thinking in terms of
the ‘not only, but also’ of the Aquarian age, which leads
us to experience our wholeness, rather than the ‘either/
or’ of past ages, which was divisive and separative. That
is why our holistic vision must include an awareness of
cosmic laws as well as a recognition of the importance
and dignity of the details. This is in keeping with
the Hermetic law ‘As above, so below; as within, so
without’, which is essential for all esoteric lore as well
as for astrology, and which allows us to understand the
correlation between the very large and the very small,
and helps us thereby to grasp the meaning and purpose
of our own existence.
These thoughts also apply to our horoscope. With
both macrocosmic and microcosmic significance it
is the prototype of an all-inclusive system, which,
encompassing all, contains within it our whole life
experience. Truly we can only have a mere inkling of
its greatness, of its depth, yet it is a functioning and
functional unit. We can grasp only a very small part of
its vast meaning, and allow ourselves to be moved by its
majesty. This will surely make us humble, and our little
three-dimensional analytical mind will shrink back into
its proper place.
¤¤¤¤¤

Many readers will want
to go on and read, or reread, the book Astrological
Psychosynthesis,
available
from the APA bookshop.
It contains three major
sections:
Intelligence in the Horoscope,
Personality and Integration,
Love and Relationships in the
Horoscope.
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Zodiac Signs and Body Parts
by Joyce Hopewell
The relationship of zodiac signs and body parts is of perennial interest, and is one of the most
sought-after entries on Joyce’s blog.
By far the most-read post on my blog and item on the
APA website is the one about the Signs of the Zodiac
and the parts of the body they are associated with.
I did some research into why people were reading
this, and why it is always so popular, and discovered
that, according to old Appalachian wisdom, canning,
bottling, preserving and the making of sauerkraut is
best done when the Sun is in a sign which is compatible
with the related part of the body. This is decided
according to the agricultural calendar, which is closely
associated with the 12 Signs of the Zodiac and the
planting, harvesting and dormant/non-growing times
of the year.
This led me to a website called Appalachian Voices
where there is an item about Eula Vines, an elder and
an experienced bottler/canner/pickler of vegetables. I
quote here:
Eula believes in canning by the signs. It is a longstanding belief among food preservers that zodiac
signs can affect the outcome of any batch of canned
vegetables, especially those that are pickled.
You can find the signs – marked as tiny fish (Pisces)
and lions (Leo) among others – on certain calendars
and in many almanacs, often with a corresponding
graph of the human body. Each date has a designated
zodiac sign, and each sign indicates a relationship to a
specific body part.
“I never pickle when the sign is in the feet,” Eula said,
flipping through her wall calendar. “I pickle when the
sign is in Aries or Leo. One of them’s in the head; one’s
in the heart.”
She explained, “I know the signs work. Yesterday was
an Aries day, but I’ll pickle through next week because
the sign will still be in the neck. I’ve pickled when the
signs are in the legs, but I won’t pickle when they get
into the feet. I’ve had kraut smell bad and be soft when
it’s in the feet.”
That makes a lot of sense. Pickling or preserving
when the Sun is moving through the sign of Pisces,
which rules the feet, is the time of year, in the northern
hemisphere, when it’s still winter and stocks of produce
are running low. Freshness and suitability would be
doubtful; the produce to be preserved could have been
touched and ruined by frosts.
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Medical astrology

Enough of the reasons for the popularity of this topic
amongst picklers and preservers, what of the significance
of the signs themselves in relation to the parts of the
human body? Medical astrology, used in medieval
times and traditionally known as iatromathematics, is
an ancient medical system which associates various
parts of the body, diseases, and drugs as being under
the influence of the Sun, Moon, and planets, along
with the 12 signs. Each of the astrological signs (along
with the planets) is associated with different parts of
the human body. Medical astrologers will take these
factors into consideration when casting a chart and
making an assessment.
This is a famous
illustration called Zodiac
Man. It comes from the
15th century illustrated
book Les Trés Riches Heures
du Duc de Berry, which
also contains detailed
and
richly
coloured
illustrations for each of the
12 Zodiac Signs and their
associated labours or tasks
of the agricultural year.
Zodiac Man
Zodiac Man is also known
as melothesic man. According to Fred Gettings in The
Arkana Dictionary of Astrology, this term is derived from
the Ptolemaic system for zodiacal man – the image
of man linked with the 12 zodiacal signs. According
to Gettings, the earliest melothesic descriptions go
back to the first records of astrology, but the earliest
melothesic image didn’t emerge in Europe until the
12th century. Traditionally, zodiacal man is viewed as a
straightened circle with the sequence of signs running
from the head to the feet.
Returning to the image, each sign of the Zodiac is
associated with a different part of the body and follows
the sequence just described. Aries rules the head so
Zodiac Man has the Aries ram balanced on his head, a
Taurean bull is wrapped around his neck, and Gemini’s
Twins peep around both his shoulders. Gemini excels
at communication, so it’s appropriate that this sign is
associated with the lungs, arms and hands, and that
the Twins are draped over his shoulders.

The following more modern illustration of Zodiac
Man clearly labels the body part associated with each
sign.

The Signs and Body Parts

Aries, ruling the head, has associations with the ram,
lowering its head to butt things out of the way in a
“Mars rules Aries” kind of way. But if we look to the
esoteric ruler of Aries, which is Mercury, and consider
the esoteric seed thought for this sign – “I come forth,
and from the plane of mind, I rule”, this offers a new
dimension to the association of Aries with the head.
Taurus, ruling the neck and throat, has clear
connections with the bull in the description of
someone who has a thick, solid and muscular neck as
being “bull-necked”. Taurus, ruling the throat, is also
known as the sign associated with singers.
Airy Gemini, the sign of the Twins and of
communication, aptly represents the arms, hands and
lungs, all of which are used to communicate, and all of
which come in twos. Interestingly,
some twins seem able to act as one,
to communicate in tandem with
the outside world yet also to have an
inner, private intercommunication
which only they are privy to. This
carving of Gemini in the Basilica
of the Madeleine in Vezelay,
Burgundy, shows the Twins sharing
one body but two heads.
Cancer rules the area around the rib cage which
includes the stomach and breasts. With this sign’s
associations with nurturing, caring and having a
love of good food, this once again seems a very
appropriate connection. Also interesting is that there
are connections here with emotional matters via the
nurturing aspects of this sign, along with it being
the sign linked with having strong family bonds. The
strong pincers of the crab want to hang on to these
things at all costs.

Leo the lion rules the
heart and spine. There’s
something very majestic
and leonine about this
sign, with its capacity to
stand proud and fearless,
demanding
respect
and attention. Yet Leo can also be warm-hearted and
generous and is ruled by the Sun. The Sun is both the
exoteric and esoteric ruler of this sign, and the esoteric
seed thought, “I am That and That am I” sums up the
strong sense of self associated with this sign.
Reaching Virgo, we get to the abdomen where the
intestines are located and the digestive processes take
place. Virgo the Maiden, or as I sometimes think of her,
the Earth Mother/Gaia, is the sign known to have an
interest in health matters, and because of this there is a
lot of interest taken in what is eaten. In the agricultural
year, the Virgo time of year is when the harvest is
celebrated, once again giving an association with the
bounty of the earth, food and nutrition. Additionally,
Virgo’s are prone to worrying about things, and the
term “worryguts” could also be a graphic description
of the part of the body this sign rules!
Libra very appropriately rules the kidneys and the
balance of fluid intake and output in the body. It is
vital for physical well-being that this is maintained
so that toxins can be eliminated and the health of the
body maintained. The Libran scales weigh and balance
things out within the body and preserve the required
equilibrium.
Scorpio rules the genital area. If you’ve ever
wondered why this sign is classed as being sexy, that’s
why! In general terms, Scorpio is associated with
regeneration, death and rebirth, and the phoenix
arising from the ashes. In the context of the physical
body it’s not especially surprising that it’s associated
with the genitals. Nor is it especially surprising that its
original exoteric and its esoteric ruler is Mars. I shall
leave the symbolism of the scorpion’s sting to you, the
reader!
Sagittarius,
depicted as half
man/ half horse
with bow and
arrow at the ready
is firmly placed
across the thighs of
Zodiac Man. This
is the part of the
body which sits
astride a horse and needs to be strong and actively
involved when riding. The seed thought is “I see the
goal. I reach the goal and see another”. The exoteric
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ruler for this sign is Jupiter, expressive of the seeking
and adventuring that Sagittarius is known for. But the
esoteric ruler is the Earth, a reminder for this sign that
all ideas and thoughts have to be grounded in reality.
Steady, earthy Capricorn rules the knees. I always see
this as a reminder that no matter how high one climbs
(like the mountain goat), and how rich, famous and
powerful one might imagine they are, there is always
the possibility of being brought down to one’s knees.
Capricorn is an ambitious sign, ruled exoterically and
esoterically by Saturn, associated with the skeletal
system. The knees can be one of the first parts of the
body to feel wear and tear and give problems, especially
in later years. But my take on Capricorn ruling the
knees is that this is the sign which has to be humble
and able to come down from the high peaks to the
mundane.
Airy Aquarius rules
the calves and lower legs.
The Water Bearer is placed
between the legs of Zodiac
Man, pouring water from
the pitcher. The esoteric
seed thought for this sign
is, “Water of Life am I,
poured forth for thirsty
men”. Gettings suggests
that internally Aquarius in this position covers the
circulatory system. Externally, the lower legs are the
point of focus and in medical astrology this is the part
of the body where problems might occur.
Finally we come to watery Pisces, its image being
the two fishes swimming in opposite directions but
forever joined by a single thread. Pisces rules the feet,
and in traditional medical astrology is associated with
the lymphatic system, itself a fluid which permeates
all areas of the body. But we could also ponder on
the significance of the sole – or soul – aspect of Pisces
ruling the feet.
This is not meant to be a definitive view of zodiac
signs and body parts, but it’s hoped that it might whet
the appetite of you the reader to find out more about
this subject for yourselves, as there are many resources
available to help take this further. One I came across
was in the book Astrology – a History by Peter Whitfield.
In the section on Zodiac Man and medical astrology,
he tells the story of how Shakespeare gently satirises
the medical astrologers of his time in Twelfth Night
when Sir Andrew Aguecheek exclaims, “Taurus! That’s
sides and heart”, and is corrected by Sir Toby Belch
who replies, “No, sir, it is legs and thighs”. Of course,
neither of them were right according to what is shown
in the illustration of Zodiac Man.
As a final thought, I’ll share this personal story.
Many years ago I talked to one of the speakers at an
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astrological conference I was attending. His name was
Joe Cooper and he was involved in statistical research
linking Sun Signs with occupations. He was quite a
character, and as well as entertaining us in the bar by
playing his ukulele, which he’d brought along with
him, he’d turned his rather wicked sense of humour to
writing a book of astrological poems called Astroverse.
I bought a copy and share one of Joe’s poems with you
here. This one is about some of the signs and their
associated body parts:
Body Language
It is said
Aries rules the head
Cancer the tum
Sagittarius the bum
With other signs pertaining
To remaining anatomical whereabouts.
The parts we keep under our clothes
Usually have a sign over them which shows
Scorpio rules thereabouts.
¤¤¤¤¤
Addendum – Joe Cooper

In the course of research for this
article, I learned that, sadly, Joe had
died on 16th August 2011 aged 87,
coincidentally a few days prior to
me writing this article. As a psychic
researcher I expect he’s chortling
with glee somewhere that I chanced
(or did I….?) upon his obituary in
the on-line version of the Bradford
Telegraph and Argus.
Joe was a Yorkshireman, musician, actor, gagwriter for comedian Frankie Howerd as well as being
a university lecturer, astrologer, and author. His best
known book, The Case of the Cottingley Fairies, about
the famous 1917 photographic hoax, was used as the
basis for the film Fairy Tale – a True Story.
At the conference where I met him, Joe was an
interesting person to listen to as a speaker as well as a
genuinely nice person to chat with informally in the
bar (where else?). He was great fun to be with and he
didn’t need much encouragement to play his ukulele
and get us all singing. He was an encouragement to
me on my chosen path of astrology, so if you’re tuning
in Joe, you’ll be delighted to hear that I’ve lost count
of the times I’ve used your little book of Astroverse to
pep up my talks as a public speaker and my lessons as
a teacher of astrology. Thank you.

The Nodal Axis
How Planetary Aspects to the Nodes can affect Ego Planet Strength

by Sue Lewis
Sue considers the nodal axis in her chart and its relationship with planetary aspects and her current
life.
As you know, Huber charts only show aspects to
the North Node, but any planet squaring it will
also square the South Node, just as any trine will
form a sextile with the opposite Node. Although
the South Node may feel like a cosy space to curl
up in, in time it will become a stagnant pond, and
we seek opportunities for growth by letting go of
the familiar territory, and progressing towards goals
in the future, as indicated by the North Node. To
achieve a balance, though, both axes must be borne
in mind, and this is an important factor to consider,
especially when an ego planet squares the Nodes, or
is conjunct one of them.
In module 7 unit 2 of the Diploma Course, the
course notes suggest that a square aspect ‘will tend
to make us wilfully ignore the Node, since we will
be inclined to see it as a target that is too difficult to
achieve’. I did not write this rubric, but, as a tutor,
I have had cause to consider what it means, as my
seventh-house Sun squares the South Node in the
ninth and the North Node in the third house. There
is a lot of truth in the statement, although the word
‘wilfully’ suggests resistance to working with the
self towards individuation, growth, and spirituality,
whereas the individual with an ego planet squaring
the Nodes might experience such bewilderment and
defeat that he or she might just have to take the long
route, as I have done.
My father epitomized Sun opposition Jupiter,
and had an enormous influence on my childhood,
emotionally, intellectually, and spiritually, but died
when I was very young. For most of my life, my
setting Sun in Cancer has been compensating for
lack of achievement by performing as a people
pleaser, and falling in with other people’s plans;
that is, unless Uranus on the Descendant senses
it is being steered into an alien position, and then
the fur flies! My major decisions in life are usually
taken intuitively, by Moon through Uranus, with
Saturn or Mercury providing the rationale. In the
past, some Huber astrologers have argued that
the Sun should be my strongest ego planet – as
does the somewhat inaccurate energy count in the

Sue Lewis

16.07.1949, 19:45, Walthamstow, London

computer programme, on which students would do
better not to rely. Despite being in an intercepted
sign, near the balance point of the third house,
my Moon is undoubtedly the conductor of the
planetary orchestra. The comments, in module 7,
unit 1, that if ‘the chart shows the Moon to be the
strongest of the ego planets, this would suggest that
the individual needs to become aware of their own
true emotional needs and not be afraid to express
them’, and that ‘only in this way can they receive
the love and affection from others that will give
them the emotional strength and security needed to
overcome any sense of personal inadequacy which
might stem from a weak Sun’ have been amply
borne out by my life. I was brought up not to show
my feelings, and to use my mind, but experience has
demonstrated that a feeling of emotional wellbeing
is the essential prerequisite to release my mental
potential and allow my mind to flourish. One of
the keys to crossing this threshold lies in the linear
extension of trines from Aries to Leo, one-way from
Moon to Pluto conjunct Venus and from Venus to
the North Node, a combination capable of sailing
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uncharted waters, while retaining deep emotional
loyalties. This journey has taken a very long time,
working its magic through fire planets interiorized
by interception, and it could not have been achieved
without a very special partner; but the way is finally
open to development of the mental self.
During the past year, I have been working on an
MA in Western Esotericism, and I have one more
year to completion. Before I started, my brain felt
like a computer in need of defragmentation, and I
hoped that the course would help me to coordinate
my understanding of the many topics I had dipped
into over the years, giving a firmer grounding for
philosophical thought and spiritual contemplation.
In the academic study of Western esotericism, there
are subjective/objective, seeker/scholar implications
to contend with. The discipline has adopted the
terms, ‘emic’ and ‘etic’, used by anthropologists to
differentiate between the viewpoints of those within
or outside any particular belief system. Everything
you write must be qualified by an authoritative
quotation. Among the topics, there is plenty to open
up the creative imagination – and the preparation
for my March essay on psychology and magic
did just that – but success in academic work with
strict deadlines requires the rational mind to be in
control and, for me, this has been challenging. To
my relief, the January and March submissions were
allocated good provisional marks, but my June essay
resulted in a bare pass and much criticism. So, yes, I
did consider whether my choice to take on further
academic study had been wise, and wondered if
my Sun was too attached to the South Node in the
ninth house, and to its memory of the lofty position
it holds in the ninth house of my Nodal Chart.
Fortunately, my latest module has been supervised
by an accessible and helpful tutor, who was willing
to provide constructive feedback, and, as I read his
balanced opinion of my draft, the cobwebs fell away,
and the door to my mind suddenly opened. I was,
at long last, fully centred in my Sun, aware of both
ends of the Nodal axis, and of the further leaps in
consciousness, conceptual interpretation, and lucid
presentation that I still need to make.
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Sue’s Nodal Chart

There are many occasions when I am only
too pleased to set aside my academic work to
mark students’ assignments, so I don’t see myself
abandoning the practical teaching role to tackle a
never-ending PhD in retirement. Not only does my
North Node in the third house favour immediacy of
communication; my Sun really likes to be out there,
sharing what it’s learned and learning from others.
At this stage, the seed thought of my Capricorn
Ascendant begins to make a great deal more sense:
‘Lost am I in light supernal, yet on that light I turn my
back’, and an integrated picture starts to appear.
As a break from essay and dissertation writing, I
greatly enjoy working with my London group every
two months. Our November meeting will focus
on the Life Clock. Details of the programme can
be found at www.astrologicalpsychology.org under
‘local groups’, and if you would like to attend, please
contact suelewis7@tiscali.co.uk
¤¤¤¤¤

Dreams Reveal a More Comprehensive
Emotional Perspective
by John D. Grove, MA, LCSW, BCD

John relates a dream experience to his Shadow side and the positioning of planets in his Moon
Node Horoscope.
Dreams can show the dreamer another
side of conscious life in an event or in
relation to traits we have that we are not
aware of.
“The shadow is an unconscious part of
the personality characterized by traits and
attitudes, whether negative or positive,
which the conscious ego tends to reject
or ignore. Persons of the same sex as the
dreamer personify it in dreams. Consciously
assimilating one’s shadow usually results in
an increase in energy.”
(Hall, p. 120) Jungian Diagram of the Psyche1
The repression of the shadow can be liberated by not
embracing one duality or the other but by giving vent
to both. As James Hall, MD reports in Jungian Dream
Interpretation: A Handbook of Theory and Practice, p. 31,
“The shadow is simply an alter-ego image personifying
those contents that have not been assigned to the conscious
personality. If the shadow projection is indeed an integral
part of one’s character structure, dreams often show the
dream-ego engaged in shadow activity or attitude”.
The shadow is related to what Bruno Huber calls
the Moon Node Chart. It is usually a dimension of the
unconscious very hard to access.
“The moon node horoscope touches among other things,
on the subject of the shadow… as part of the psyche which
“holds drives, wishes and projections that are inaccessible to
everyday consciousness””
(p. 145 Moon Node Astrology).
When I had the following dream over 30 years ago, it
seemed the character was alien to me. But since I knew
about the shadow and I started to own the personality
traits of the main character, instead of projecting them on
another, I began to discover a side of myself that I did not
own , nor did I want to recognize, my shadow.
As a psychotherapist I had dealt with women
primarily who were dependent types, sometimes addicted
to narcotics or other drugs. I had to keep ethically
removed from personal relations with them, keeping
my professional boundaries and the process was strictly
confidential. My young family had benefited from my
work as it added extra income. I had collected Jungian
psychoanalytic books over the years and had gained the
trust of colleagues in my field. Based on the fact I did
not receive formal training in Jungian analysis, but was

empirically grounded in the Jungian
model, I felt confident as I professionally
confronted issues with clients (like
their own shadow and anima-animus),
concepts which were foreign to them.
I was basing my models of treatment
on a branch of psychology that was
rather out of sync with the modern
cognitive behaviorists at the time but I
had an approach which gave a deeper
understanding of the unconscious
psyche and hidden motives that were
revealed in dreams.
It took some time and reflection for
me to realize the main character or dream ego was my
shadow. I called him Fagin.
Dream on 07/12/1992
Fagin was with this poverty stricken family but they ate
well. The food was mixed with rice and meat. They ate
on metal plates but the stew meat dish was dog meat. The
man was tall, lanky and a dirty man. He had a woman
who worked for him, a servant type but who was from
a higher class. She added discipline and daintiness to
his world. But she was addicted to a white powder. She
would spill quantities on the table and pick it up with
her finger and eat it. It was a narcotic. The man loved her
secretly. One time she was tidying a room and the door
was closed. A shadow appeared under the crack in the
door. It was he peering at her. He entered and clumsily
embraced her hardly touched her, telling her in his drawl,
his affections for her.

Picture of dream figures from John’s dream log
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This man had gained the trust of 2 bearded
schoolmasters but in the process, had stolen their books.
They caught on and went to his house to assemble the
contraband where they found over 3,000 volumes of 3
varieties of books he had stolen over the years. He had
gained their confidence and had betrayed them. Before
this discovery, they were about to bestow upon him the
assistant principal of the school job.
I was walking with this man. He was very friendly
on the surface but was a sleazy person – a snake. I
confronted him with all this garbage he had hidden in
this one corridor. It was rotten. He poked me slightly
in the ribs and smiled saying he never did like me. He
was despicable in his cowardice trying to pretend he was
assertive when he was not. I had just uncovered another
of his games and he was trying to weasel out.
End of dream.
How does one assimilate the shadow? In a letter C.G.
Jung wrote to a patient, it gives a clue as to the process of
owning the unlovable part of yourself:
“There can be no resolution, only patient endurance of the
opposites which ultimately spring from your own nature. You,
yourself are a conflict that rages in itself and against itself, in
order to meet its incompatible substance… we are crucified
between opposites and delivered up to the torture until the
reconciling third takes shape. Do not doubt the rightness of
the two sides within you, let whatever may happen, happen.
The apparently unendurable conflict is proof of the rightness
of your life. A life without inner contradiction is either only
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half a life or else a life in the Beyond, which is destined only
for angels. But God loves human beings more than angels”
(C. G. Jung in a letter to a patient).
As we can appreciate the shadow as wish fulfillment
and unconscious drive’s expression, having sex with the
woman who was a drug addict was a secret wish I had
fantasies about as a therapist but never acted upon.
Bruno Huber goes on to explain how the Moon Node
Horoscope symbolizes
“a mirror sphere in which our motivations, wishes and
deeds are projected by certain instants of the past (our karma)
into our present.”
(p. 147 Moon Node Astrology)
I am happy I have been dealing with these struggles,
and dreams revealed the traits I was repressing. The
Moon Node Horoscope puts it in a context that could be
explained as: the Moon of my MNH is in the first house
trine the North Node in the 5th conjunct Venus giving
an over impulsive and amorous nature. Thank God I
did not act on the wishes of the Moon Node Horoscope
energy which can be quite compelling.
¤¤¤¤¤
Footnote
1. The Jungian diagram of the psyche is from The Psychology
of CG Jung, Jolande Jacobi, Yale University Press.

Riding the Chariot of the Sun – Part 1
by Catharine Collier
In this first of two articles Catherine reflects on the House Chart of a long-term client with an
unaspected natal Sun.
I would like, over two articles, to distil only two aspects
of a fascinating relationship with a client whom I will
call Carol. We have talked every month for the last
ten years during which Carol has blossomed from an
anxious, impecunious wife into a powerful, influential,
mature and financially secure professional woman.
In these two articles I want to look briefly at just her
House and Natal Charts. I concentrate on her House
Chart first, and then in the next article her Natal Chart,
as it is there that the key to unlocking her potential was
found. It was there that the natal gift of an unaspected
Sun came to be recognised, captured and incorporated
into her personality.
The House Chart - “Wagon Wheels”

Carol first came to see me in December 2001, when
she was 46 years old. She reported feeling very stressed,
working long unsocial hours and feeling very anxious
about her family’s financial resources.
Listening to the description Carol gave of her
workaholic lifestyle, and looking at the three charts as
given by MegaStar, with the dramatic difference between
her Natal and House Charts, it was obvious that she was
expressing herself almost entirely through her mostly
red and green House Chart, which looked so very much
the mirror image of her disciplined, anxious, peripatetic,
hard working self, and was still taking precedence over
the Natal Chart!

Radix

However, we immediately began to work on drawing
out the potential of her beautiful Natal Chart, starting
as usual with her current Age Point (AP), simultaneously
at the most important ‘Low Point’ of her life and
experiencing a square to the unaspected Low Point Sun.
I explained the differences between nature and nurture
as we proceeded.
But for chronological purposes, I will describe the
House Chart first as it also provides a clear example of
the Huber teaching about the two half-cycles of life.
The first half-cycle of ‘growth’, starts at birth and the
AC (here with AP conjunct Saturn) and can be traced
through the first 36 years via the succeeding aspects,
until completion at the DC (here with AP opposite
Saturn and conjunct Mars); and then the second halfcycle begins the path of ‘realisation’ (Huber, LifeClock,
Vol 2. P.65)
I would like to point out how the House Chart
mirrors and illustrates what an extremely hard effect
the birth trauma of the Saturn/Mars opposition had on
the first half of Carol’s life. And in coping determinedly
with this harsh reality, how she developed strength and
‘toughness of character’, as a consequence. (Huber, The
Planets, P. 288)
Every life chart has a theme, which is perhaps set by
one major aspect which is then re-enforced and modified
by the many intertwinings of the other aspects. [The
overall theme would normally be expected to emerge

Carol

House

29.03.1955, 20:50, Cape Town, South Africa
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from consideration of the overall aspect pattern and
chart image etc – Ed.]
The theme of Carol’s House Chart is ‘fear and
achievement’ – the AC/DC birth trauma of the Saturn/
Mars opposition. Saturn is stressed before the AC and
opposite stressed Mars on the DC.
Luckily, I had just received Louise’s paper on the
influence of planets at the AC/DC, in the July 2001
Conjunction, so there was much to discuss about the
feeling Carol had that life was very hard and would
always be hard, due to that early birth trauma.
But the Huber’s interpretation of Saturn/Mars
contacts as being ‘resistance’ (Saturn) and ‘achievement’
and the ‘mastery of tasks’ (Mars), was also very
evident. Resistance can be experienced as ‘passive’
resistance; defensiveness; having ‘one’s back to the wall’;
defending the Inner Self from attack/punishment. Carol
maintained a steady silence regarding her own thoughts
and feelings during the first 36 years of her life. But the
stressed Mars at DC acted, as Gauquelin discovered, as
the imperative incentive to success which resulted in
always being at the ‘top of the class’ (mastery of tasks).
Her House Chart shows 5 red aspects, 4 green and 2
blue, plus the conjunction between Uranus and Jupiter.
So many stark oppositions made it look like a
perpetually turning wagon wheel, with the rim worn
away; reminiscent for South Africans, of the hardships
of the 19th century Great Trek as the pioneers pushed
inland from the coast, into unknown, rough and
dangerous territory; which gave rise to similar feelings
of anxiety in Carol as she pressed on with her journey
into deeper consciousness.
AC/DC birth trauma – Saturn/Mars opposition

The first quadrant is occupied only by the North Node
in the 2nd house of personal resources, connected via
the nervously sensitive quincunx to Uranus/Jupiter
which seemed, at that time, to mean continued hard
financial grind in order to keep her head above water.
The Sun is not entirely unaspected within the House
Chart, but has a semi-sextile between the Sun and Venus.
As Venus has a strong opposition to 10th house Pluto,
the addition of this semi-sextile turns the initially strong
opposition into that red/green nervous tension which
renders people insecure and irritable in the first instance.
The resulting linear figure of a small ‘whip’ prods the
10th house Pluto into the demand for perfection that
is the hallmark of both Venus and Pluto, which echoes
Mars (mastery of tasks).
Then there is the conflict which involves the only
two blue ‘relaxing’ aspects which are part of a Jumping/
Running figure, reacting strongly to external pressure
and trying to run or jump away, thus allowing little time
to rest. (Carol is musically gifted and sings beautifully,
so perhaps these two blue trines enabled her to express
that inner harmony).
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All these conjured up an accurate picture of her overly
disciplined, diligent and committed, hard-working life
and financial anxiety.
But the saving grace was surely to be found in the
two Dominant Learning Triangles which enclose the
inner soul and are always seeking change and spiritual
transformation.
First Crossing Point

Carol’s first significant memory was of having her tonsils
removed in hospital when she was about four years old.
This was a traumatic event for her, as her parents left her
alone at the hospital, as was usual at that time. She felt
abandoned by her parents and suffered deep separation
anxiety at their departure. This further reinforced the
original birth trauma.
Throughout the following 18 years – semi-sextile,
conjunct NN, sextile, square, trine and quincunx –
Carol successfully maintained the parameters of her
conventional environment. She said “At school I was
keen to learn facts. I was always top of the class, and was
always terrified of doing something wrong and being
punished,” which is a typical expression of “Saturn as
the limiting principle carrying clear restrictions on the
development of the ego, burdening it with feelings of
inferiority, guilt and a terrible fear of life.” (Huber, The
Planets, P. 88)
She had difficulties in making friends. “I often felt
loneliness, and remember children running away from
me at playtime.” And her “family values were about
being moral, upright and not mixing with the wrong
crowd.”
As Bruno remarks, “an 8th house Moon is a sandwich
Moon, because the Moon’s feelings are sandwiched
between all sorts of status seeking and social constraints”.
Carol didn’t feel free to respond spontaneously to any
prospective friends, even though the Moon in Gemini
would naturally want to make friends. Added to that,
the Moon in her chart is conjunct the South Node and
on the right hand side, indicating the possibility of too
many shallow contacts which make for difficulties in
friendships. (I find that, in reading the Hubers’ books,
it is wise always to remember that they are translations,
and that it is not always the most felicitous word that has
been chosen. I find that ‘acquaintance’ is less pejorative
than shallow).
Later on, in secondary school, she declined to debate,
in case her own views would be deemed “different and
unacceptable.”
But happily at the IC, with AP square to Saturn and
Mars, she began to work as a medical technologist and
there met her future husband.
Two developments happened at this time. First she
was able to make friends with a woman work colleague
and began to find her voice, expressing herself verbally
and enjoying many theological debates with her friend.

This is interesting in that Venus, symbol of taste (mouth)
and often associated with a ‘honeyed tongue’ should have
assisted these debates, and is also just before the sign
change to Pisces, the most spiritual and sympathetic of
the signs (and so appropriate to theology) and in Carol’s
case, holds Mercury (communication).
Secondly, at 22 and with AP conjunct Venus, Pluto
and the Sun temporarily in abeyance, Carol could
appropriately enjoy being a beautiful and happy woman
on her wedding day.
But, married life was not all a bed of roses, as AP
reflected on entering Pisces, through which Mercury was
shining, (slightly obscured by the semi-sextile, although
activated by all three colours).
However, the Mercurial qualities expressing through
the vague, spaced-out Pisces only added to her problems
now, as David, her articulate husband, insisted on
discussing and assessing their relationship; so now the
hurtful needs of Saturn and Mars for ‘resistance and selfdefence’ and ‘fear of life’ had penetrated right into the
safety of her home! She recounts “being overwhelmed
with feelings of desperation, confusion and rejection”.
And this occurred at a trine from Saturn! But blue/
red aspects can increase Saturn’s tendency to stagnate
and sink into inertia, guilt and fear.
This was of course, also influenced by AP approaching
the Zero Point/Cosmic Fissure between Pisces and Aries,
which contributed to her confusion. But the darkest
hour is just before dawn and she emerged into Aries at
around 27 years of age –where the Sun was waiting for
her.
At 29 years came the conjunction with the Sun,
(although still tethered to Venus/Pluto in the irritating,
uneasy linear figure), and so not yet functioning freely.
However, her developing Aries confidence was
evident in the birth of a son in 1985, followed by a
daughter in 1988, although, soon afterwards, in 1989,
David decided to activate his long held desire to enter
the ministry. This was yet another blow to Carol’s innate
sense of insecurity, as she could no longer rely on his
total provision for the family.
This change impacted heavily on Carol, reawakening her early feelings of insecurity and loss as it
meant moving the whole family to another town and,
most important, Carol would also have to find another
job for herself in the new locality.
However, her AP was now conjunct Mars and
she was able to weather this change with equanimity,
enjoying two years of technical work at university while
David studied theology; and her interest now moved
to complementary healing and she began training in
reflexology.
As her AP reached conjunction with Mars, at 36
years, her House Chart reflected her development into
the conscious, individual hemisphere of life, although
she was still struggling with those hard red aspects.

In summary, in the first 36 years of her life, Carol
manifested the initial half cycle of development – the
Growth Phase beginning at the conjunction with
stressed Saturn at the AC. This phase encompassed the
whole of her childhood and adolescence, as she traversed
the lower collective hemisphere, until she reached the
opposition to Saturn, conjunct Mars at 36 years.
Coloured by that initial birth trauma which was
compounded by the Crossing Point experience of
abandonment, she “was terrified of doing or saying
something wrong and being punished”. But she was
keen to learn facts and throughout her school years
she came top of her class although she continued to
evade debate for fear of saying something “different
and unacceptable”. The remarkable thing is that she
managed for all those years to stay within the parameters
of her conventional milieu. Making friends was another
matter, perhaps the other children intuited “the family
values” and perceived themselves to be numbered among
the “wrong crowd”?
Until the point that she came to see me at age 46,
she was limiting herself to manifesting only her House
Chart, her environment, her nurture.
In the next article I will explain how we explored her
Natal Chart and how she began to lasso the Sun and take
possession of, and live by, the dominant theme of her
Natal Chart the “freedom to achieve” provided by the
unaspected freedom of the Sun. This freedom enables
the Sun to be consciously connected with every other
aspect or conjunction as it is not ‘pinned’ or ‘tethered’
to any aspect itself.
My studies had been with the first version (1985) of
the API(UK)’s Diploma Course, and in those manuals
there was reference to unaspected planets, and how, once
made conscious, an unaspected planet could inform
the whole life and actually support or create a career.
Apparently there has been a book written about this,
which I have never been able to access. I unfortunately
discarded my original manuals in favour of later editions,
in which I can find no reference to this, beyond the fact
that unaspected planets are usually manipulated by the
environment, since the inner self remains unaware of
this treasure.*
/continued in next issue
¤¤¤¤¤

Footnote
* It is not clear to what text or book the last paragraph
is referring. Unaspected planets are covered in the APA
Diploma Course, and also in the books The Planets, page
129 and Aspect Pattern Astrology, page 54, amongst others.
Neither book was available in English when Catharine first
undertook the Diploma Course.
Ed
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The Elements in Medieval Islam

in relation to Alchemy, Astrology and Medicine
by Julie Naden
Following her article in cj51, Julie traces how Greek knowledge of the four elements influenced the
world of Islam in medieval times.
Introduction

Jabir Ibn Hayyan (Geber)

During the early medieval period classical Greek
learning arrived in the Islamic world from areas such
as Egypt, Persia, Syria and Byzantium. Knowledge
was revered and the ‘House of Wisdom’ established in
Baghdad became one of the greatest learning centres in
the medieval world. Original Greek texts were translated
into Arabic, resulting in the integration of Greek science
and philosophy into Islamic culture.
The translations introduced scholars to the Greek
theory of matter based on the physical elements of
earth, water, air and fire with their associated qualities of
dry, cold, wet and hot and to the celestial fifth element
of aether. The works of the Greeks influenced Islamic
cosmology and consequently their practice of alchemy,
astrology and medicine which evolved between the
eighth and thirteenth centuries during the ‘Islamic
Golden Age’.
Heavily influenced by the alchemy practised in
Alexandria, Islamic alchemists developed the theories of
the elements and qualities in their quest to transmute
base metals into gold and silver and create medical elixirs.
They believed that transmutation could be achieved by
reducing substances into their prima materia or original
state, refining and balancing their elemental qualities
and recombining them in perfect proportions.
Astrology in medieval Islam was based to a great
extent on the works of Claudius Ptolemy of Alexandria
(c.85-c.165). The idea of an interconnected and
interactive universe operating in a logical and predictable
manner was very appealing, with life and events on
Earth directed by the stars and planets in the celestial
sphere. Although criticised by religious orthodoxy which
viewed it as a threat to free will, astrology was accepted
in general and thrived in the centres of learning.
The bodily humours of black bile, phlegm, blood
and yellow bile and their temperaments of melancholic,
phlegmatic, sanguine and choleric presented by
Hippocrates and Galen were fundamental to Islamic
medicine. Imbalance of the humours, closely connected
to the elements and qualities, provided the basis for
diagnosis and treatment and alchemical remedies were
produced according to the correspondences of metals
and herbs with the planets and the zodiac.

First of the significant polymaths was Jabir
(c.721-c.815), an outstanding astronomer, physician
and one of the greatest Islamic alchemists. He accepted
Aristotle’s hypothesis that hot, dry smoke rising from
earth transformed into fire and created minerals and
that cold, wet vapour rising from water transformed
into air and created metals. This led to his famous
theory, expressed in The Book of Seventy and The Book of
Balances, that minerals were formed in the earth when
smoke converted into sulphur and metals were formed
in the earth when vapour converted into mercury.
He concluded that minerals and metals consisted
of varying proportions of sulphur and mercury and
this meant that any metal could be reduced into these
elements then recombined in ideal proportions to
form gold and silver. Transmutation could therefore be
achieved through the ‘alchemical marriage’ of sulphur
and mercury. In believing that the planets directed the
creation of metals in the earth, with sulphur providing
heat and dryness and mercury providing cold and
wetness, he attributed a metal to each of the seven
planets.
In his great work The Sum of Perfection he described
his chemical experiments and his concept of the
elements, explaining that altering elemental qualities to
produce precious metals and medical elixirs required a
catalyst. The search for this mysterious substance known
as the ‘Philosopher’s Stone’ developed into the ultimate
alchemical quest with Jabir’s sulphur and mercury theory
providing a basis for Islamic and European alchemy.
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Al-Kindi (Alkindus)

Known as the ‘Philosopher of the Arabs’, Al-Kindi
(c.805-c.870) was a chemist, physicist and astronomer
whose works had a considerable impact on Islamic and
European science. Inspired by Hippocrates and Galen
he was also an exceptional physician. He agreed with
Aristotle’s concept of the elements and qualities but
rejected the possibility of transmutation between metals.
Clearly expressing his feelings in Treatise in Opposition
of Alchemists Pretending to Make Gold and Silver and
their Trickeries, he claimed that base metals could only
achieve the appearance of precious metals.
Based on Ptolemy’s Almagest and Aristotle’s
Metaphysics Al-Kindi accepted the idea of the universe as

a series of concentric spheres containing the fixed stars,
Sun, Moon and planets which revolved around Earth at
the centre. In On the Concentric Structure of the Universe
he wrote that the fixed stars formed the outermost
sphere surrounding the inner spheres of the elements,
first was fire then air followed by water and finally earth
which formed the central sphere.
He agreed with Aristotle that the celestial sphere
affected the terrestrial sphere. In On the Rays of the Stars he
explained that, as well as the stars and planets, everything
in the terrestrial sphere emitted rays and through these
pervasive rays everything in the universe was influenced
and interconnected. His extensive observations of the
movement and alignments of the celestial bodies and
their correspondences with events on Earth provided a
scientific basis for Islamic and European astrology.
Abu Ma’shar (Albumasar)

Persian astronomer and philosopher, Abu Ma’shar
(c.787-c.885) was one of the most significant Islamic
astrologers and became the leading authority on
astrology in medieval Europe. A student of Al-Kindi,
he was also inspired by the renowned astrologer and
fellow Persian, Masha’allah (Messahala) (c.740-c.815)
whose major work On the Science of the Movement of the
Spheres provided an introduction to Aristotle’s physics
and Ptolemy’s astrology.
Based on Ptolemy’s astronomical Almagest and
astrological Tetrabiblos, Abu Ma’shar accepted the
concentric theory of a universe formed by the divine
sphere of light, the celestial superlunary sphere and the
terrestrial sublunary sphere, with the planets revolving
around Earth at the centre. He believed that the celestial
bodies affected life and events on Earth and that
astrology defined the relationships between the celestial
and terrestrial spheres. The motion and emanation of
rays from the celestial bodies influenced the four earthly
elements and the four bodily humours which meant
that they were significant in the diagnosis and treatment
of illness.
Abu Ma’shar integrated Ptolemy’s astrology with
Aristotle’s philosophy and defended astrology as a
legitimate science against its religious critics as well as
claiming that it was compatible with the Muslim faith.
His philosophical and scientific works, particularly
The Greater Introduction to Astrology which provided
a comprehensive description of the structure and
circular motion of the cosmos, generated a great deal of
enthusiasm for astrology amongst Islamic and European
scholars and contributed to its revival in medieval
Europe.
Al-Razi (Rhazes)

Persian scholar and practising alchemist, Al-Razi
(c.865-c.925) also studied physics and astronomy.
Often referred to as the founder of modern chemistry

his classification of matter into animal, vegetable and
mineral origin is still accepted. He was one of the most
celebrated Islamic physicians with his medical works
also being studied in European universities. His famous
Comprehensive Book on Medicine was an extensive
encyclopaedia based on Greek and Islamic medicine,
although his clinical experiments and observations led
him to reject the four humours which he published in
Doubts Concerning Galen.
Al-Razi accepted the Aristotelian elements and
expanded the Jabirian theory of sulphur and mercury
in his major work The Secret of Secrets. He was an
independent and original thinker and through his
numerous experiments and extensive research he
suggested the addition of salt, theorising that matter
was ultimately composed of varying proportions of
combustible sulphur, volatile mercury and salt as the
substance which provided solidity and stability.
As an alchemist he believed in transmutation and
influenced by Jabir he prepared catalysts to transmute
base metals into gold, describing the process in his Book
of Secrets. In this work he also expressed his belief in
atomism influenced by the Greek theory that substances
were composed of tiny, indivisible, eternal atoms. Their
physical qualities were defined by the density of their
atoms and as their qualities could be changed in the
empty space between them this theory supported the
potential for alchemical transmutation.
Ibn Sina (Avicenna)

Deeply impressed by Aristotle, Ibn Sina (980-1037)
was a Persian scientist, philosopher, astronomer and
one of the greatest physicians of medieval Islam and the
Middle Ages. His magnum opus, The Canon of Medicine,
inspired by Hippocrates and Galen was an original and
unique encyclopaedic work. It contained his extensive
medical knowledge and research and his synthesis of
Greek and Islamic medicine based on the principles of
the elements, qualities, humours and temperaments.
The Canon became the most significant text in medieval
Islam and in European universities and, with Galen’s
works, revolutionised European medicine.
His other major work, The Book of Healing, was a
philosophical, astronomical and scientific encyclopaedia.
Influenced by Al-Kindi it included the theory of the
formation of metals based on Aristotle’s condensed
vapours and Jabir’s sulphur and mercury substances. It
also explained how each metal was defined according
to its particular combination of elemental qualities and
specific proportions of sulphur and mercury.
His interest in alchemy was its potential for
creating healing elixirs. He rejected the possibility that
the substance of metals could be changed through
transmutation, agreeing with Al-Kindi that only
superficial imitations of precious metals could be
produced as alchemists did not have the skill to achieve
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authentic transmutations. He also applied this reasoning
in refuting astrology as he believed that the planets and
stars affected life on Earth but that astrologers did not
have the ability to interpret their effects with any degree
of accuracy.
Al-Biruni (Alberonius)

Persian scholar, philosopher and astronomer, Al-Biruni
(c.973-c.1048) was often referred to as ‘The Master’. As
one of the greatest Islamic scientists his objective and
accurate research, experiments and numerous scientific
texts deeply influenced Islamic thinking. Although
opposed to alchemy and refuting the possibility of
transmutation, he was interested in minerals and metals
from a scientific and medical viewpoint.
His writing covered a wide range of subjects including
astronomy and astrology. His magnum opus the Ma’sudic
Canon was an astronomical encyclopaedia in which he
questioned the Ptolemaic system and discussed planetary
motions and his Book of Instruction in the Elements of the
Art of Astrology was a comprehensive work explaining
planetary characteristics and their effects on terrestrial
life. It placed Earth at the centre of the celestial sphere
with the planets in individual spheres surrounded by
the fixed stars. It also attributed the elements, qualities,
humours and body parts to the zodiac signs, particularly
in relation to illnesses.
Although extremely respectful of the Greeks, AlBiruni evaluated their theories and corresponded with
Ibn Sina questioning various aspects of Greek cosmology
and physics. He criticised Aristotelian theories including
the circular motion of celestial bodies, levity and gravity
in the celestial spheres and the natural vertical motion and
position of the four elements in the terrestrial sphere. In
responding, Ibn Sina mainly defended Aristotle and was
criticised by Al-Biruni who presented further questions,
and thus continued the famous debate between these
great scientific minds.
Conclusion

Through their reverence for knowledge and learning,
scholars in medieval Islam preserved the texts of the
ancient Greeks. When translated into Arabic the
science, philosophy and medicine of the Greeks inspired
the Islamic polymaths, too numerous to mention, who
analysed, criticised and progressed the Greek theories.
The Greek theory of matter influenced their
perception of the structure and nature of the universe
based on the four terrestrial elements and their qualities
and the celestial fifth element. The introduction of the
elements of sulphur and mercury as the basis of matter
and the additional element of salt enhanced their
alchemical practice. The theory of the interconnected,
interactive and predictable universe was fundamental
to their astrological practice. And through the elements
and qualities, alchemy and astrology influenced their
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medical practice which involved the bodily humours
and their associated temperaments.
During the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, the
Arabic translations and their significant commentaries
were translated into Latin in the great translation centres
at Toledo, Cordoba and Palermo. They were then
circulated throughout Europe which was emerging from
its long Dark Age and stimulated an interest in Greek
and Islamic learning amongst scholars in the newly
established European universities. Thus, the elements,
qualities, humours and temperaments provided a basis
for alchemy, astrology and medicine in medieval Islam
and medieval Europe.
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Reviews
Here we present two more reviews on books that give a broader context to astrological psychology in the modern
world and the evolution of thought.

The Selfish Society
How we all forgot to love one another
and made money instead
by Sue Gerhardt
Review by Joyce Hopewell
Regardless of whether or not you’re
an astrologer, either student or professional, this
book could be described as “essential reading” for
this day and age. As you’re reading this review in
this magazine, you’re already likely to be a self-aware
person, concerned about the future of our society.
Sue Gerhardt is a psychoanalytic psychotherapist
and is deeply concerned with the way young
children – our future – are brought up. Her basic
argument in this book is that if we focus on the
attention we give to young children, nurturing their
early emotional lives, we can create a better society,
one which is emotionally mature and less fixated on
rampant consumerism.
The astrologer in me was immediately interested
in this hypothesis. We do not usually, when seeing
clients, work with young children. But with many
adults we do touch quite powerfully into their
childhood and emotional lives when we work with
astrological psychology. Often there are unresolved
emotional issues involving the Moon; using the
Family Model and the House Chart can bring to light
other matters concerning upbringing, conditioning
and the expectations laid upon the person.
Gerhardt writes in an easy-to-read style, and she
offers examples from her own casework as well as from
her personal life. As well as being a psychotherapist
she is a parent and admits to her own bad points
in her narrative. The book focuses on emotional
development and includes chapters on Learning
How to Feel and Family Fortunes. Both are useful,
informative and insightful if you are working with
clients or yourself on issues around the Moon and
the Family Model, but also highly relevant in the
light of the current emphasis on consumerism and
the state of parenting and child care in this country.
She puts forward the argument that we live in a
society which has become increasingly emotionally

impoverished, where selfish individualism has
confused material well-being with happiness.
Working life has been cut off from bringing up
children, and in our rush to satisfy our material needs
emotional needs have been left out in the cold. She
suggests that we now need to support, and perhaps
even reclaim the caring qualities that are learned in
early life, and bring them into both our political and
economic thinking.
Gerhardt’s ideas touch on how easy it is to be
influenced by the expectations of others and our
conditioning. We can neglect our own ability to
stand up for what is right and what is not, giving way
to what is regarded as the norm. She says, “As adults
we have a choice: we can choose to pay attention to
our inner compass, or listen to the people around
us”. As astrologers seeking to bring greater selfawareness to our clients as well as develop this in
ourselves, it is the Sun/mind/will which confers this
ability to choose. But in order to do this effectively
we also have to be connected to our feelings. As
Gerhardt says, “It is the people who are out of touch
with their feelings who are easy to manipulate, and
who are more concerned about fitting in with their
social group. Lacking deep roots in their own sense
of self, they look to others to provide them with a
sense of identity….”
Whilst I could say that there is much in this book
which is not specifically to do with astrology apart
from the obvious connections with emotional issues
and early childhood experiences, I think that overall
it provides an illuminating and helpful read for
anyone who is working with others, analysing and
discussing their chart with them, simply because this
book is about people and the way life is currently
lived, together with a practical vision of how things
could be.
¤¤¤¤¤

See Joyce’s astrological psychology blog at:
http://joycehopewell.blogspot.com
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The Archetypal Cosmos
Rediscovering the Gods in Myth,
Science and Astrology
by Keiron Le Grice
Review by Barry Hopewell
Each of us finds our own way of
integrating astrological psychology into our personal
conception of the life, the universe and everything, our
very own Weltanschauung. For me, a natural philosopher,
I need to see how it fits into the overall scheme of things
and the development of human society, culture and
thought. In The Archetypal Cosmos, Kieron Le Grice
provides one of the best answers yet!
Le Grice draws particularly on the depth psychology
of Carl Jung and the comparative mythology of Joseph
Campbell to outline a new archetypal cosmology and
astrology providing a new mythic framework which
brings us into meaningful relationship with a deeper
cosmic order. He suggests that the lack of such a mythic
framework across much of the modern world, such as
was provided in earlier times by religion, has created
acute psychological discomfort, or cognitive dissonance,
between our selves and our inner world.
The basis for the new framework is termed archetypal
astrology, developed from Jung and James Hillman’s work
on archetypal psychology and the research of Richard
Tarnas [see e.g. Cosmos and Psyche]. Archetypal principles,
reflected in the corresponding positioning of the planets
(one-time gods), are seen as providing the ground of
myth.
Natal analysis and transit analysis are seen as the
fundamental techniques of archetypal astrology, helping
us to discover and understand our own individual myth.
In this sense the approach put forward is more limited
than the astrological psychology of Bruno & Louise
Huber (e.g. Moon Node Chart, House Chart), but the ‘big
picture’ seems entirely consistent.
The second part of the book addresses the theoretical
basis for archetypal astrology – an archetypal cosmology.
Central is the systems theory promoted by Fritjof
Capra – the fundamental unity of all things, holism,
interrelatedness, the living organism rather than the
machine perspective, and the fundamental concepts
of pattern, structure, process and meaning. Because of
underlying patterns, including number, events may be
related in an acausal and synchronistic manner. Meaning
is inherent in the cosmos. And astrology can help us to
understand this meaning, both on a grand scale and at
the individual level – the particular focus of astrological
psychology.
The mind-matter dualism that has dominated much
human thought since the time of Descartes is rejected.
Existential philosophers such as Maurice Merleau Ponty
have suggested that mind and matter always occur
together as an existential unity. Consciousness is beingCONJUNCTION No. 53, November 2011, Page 22

in-the-world. For Jung, the psyche is not in us, we are the
psyche. Archetypal meaning is present in the cosmos in
all its aspects, and not just in ‘mind’. A strong relationship
between planets and archetypes is implied.
Le Grice also draws on the insights of quantum
theorist David Bohm’s theory of the Implicate Order,
which he describes as effectively “a restatement in
scientific language of what can only be described as a
spiritual conception of the nature of reality”.
In the emerging picture of a holistic and interrelated
integral mind-matter universe, the significance of the
birth moment for any individual or natural grouping
(social/ family/ etc) is clear – at that moment within the
whole this unit came into being and thus reflects in some
archetypal way the state of the whole at that moment,
as represented in the ‘birth chart’, which then resonates
through time with the evolving whole.
Le Grice moves on to the role of individuation (Jung)
and its relationship with the evolution of humanity
itself, considering the ideas of Pierre Teilhard de Chardin
and others. Teilhard saw personal transformation as
intimately connected with the cosmological context and
the evolution of the whole – and a future progressive
spiritualisation of the world.
The final part of the book takes up this theme of the
spiritual transformation of our time in the context of the
underlying archetypal matrix giving meaning, drawing
on the work of Jean Gebser and others. This is about the
evolution of consciousness itself through the stages of
archaic, magic, mythical, mental and integral. In particular,
the mental structure relates to the dominant culture
of Modernity, with self-reflective thought attached to
a conscious ego, particularly spreading from around
the time of the Renaissance. A positive development,
but one which cut itself off from the meanings and
unitive experiences associated with earlier stages and
led to today’s excessive individualism unconcerned with
context. Gebser’s challenge is to live a truly integral life
which recognises and brings to awareness each of the
earlier consciousness structures.
This development needs a new mythology in which
the human mind is conceived to be embedded in and
expressive of the interiority of nature and the universe
(Tarnas – participatory epistemology). “The cosmos
brings forth its own myths through individuals” and
astrology “could enable one to find and formulate a
unique individual spiritual path and to discover and give
expression to one’s own personal myth reflecting one’s
specific space-time position in the cosmos.”
Most students of astrological psychology would have
little difficulty in agreeing with these statements or the
thrust of the whole of this book. But it is good to see this
synthesis of leading edge thought that shows a coherent
move beyond the simplistic materialist/dualist paradigm
that still holds the popular culture in thrall, and from
which many of us have struggled to emerge. Reading this
book will stretch your mind, but is well worth it for those
of a philosophical bent.
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Information Society Entrepreneurs
Can you see any indication from these charts on why these individuals are/were such successful entrepreneurs of
the information society?
Bill Gates

28.10.1955, 22:00, Seattle, WA, USA
(A Rating)

Microsoft

Larry Page
26.03.1973, 12:00, E Lansing, MI, US
(Birth time unknown)

Google
Sergey Brin
21.08.1973, 12:00, Moscow, Russia
(Birth time unknown)

Apple
Steve Jobs

24.02.1955, 19:15, San Francisco, CA, US
(AA Rating)
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