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FOREWORD

Putting together this selection of articles which have appeared in our School Newsletter over the past six years
has been a lengthy, but enjoyable project. It has given me the opportunity to review how far and how well the
School has continued to grow and progress since I took over as Principal from Richard Llewellyn in 1991.
Looking back over the past 6 years of the Newsletter, it is clear that there is a wealth of talent and insight
amongst our students and tutors, and I am delighted to present a selection of this for you here..
Richard Llewellyn was instrumental in compiling the first Digest of Newsletters (which is still available from
the School and is still excellent value!). It was published in December 1992. This second volume is a natural
companion to the first Digest, and it is my hope that you will find something to interest you and something you
can learn about within its pages to help increase your own understanding - and enjoyment - of astrological
psychology.
I have assembled the articles and items under headings in order to focus the subject matter and give some kind
of cohesion and shape to the publication, rather than present it as a miscellany of articles. Subject groupings
range from contributions from “Astrolog”, the magazine of API, Switzerland, to real life experiences written
by students and tutors about their own charts.
Since the first Digest of Newsletters was published, our twice-yearly Newsletter has undergone a
transformation. The name has changed, and from simply - and affectionately - being known as “The
Newsletter,” is now called “Conjunction”. The shape and format have changed too, and there are more
photographs, illustrations, diagrams and charts to support the written material. To date, the feedback we have
received from subscribers has been highly complimentary. With this in mind, I have included plenty of
illustrative material in this second volume of the Digest, and I hope you will find it enhances the written word!
Lastly, heartfelt thanks go to our Principal Emeritus, Richard Llewellyn and to tutor Sue Cameron for their
help and assistance in selecting items from Newsletters no’s 12 -22 for this Digest, and to Agnes Shellens for
translating from German the articles from “Astrolog”, which are published with kind permission of Bruno and
Louise Huber.

Joyce Hopewell
Knutsford
November 1998
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Section One - FOOD FOR THOUGHT
The articles in this section have been chosen to provoke and stimulate thought and awareness of how and
where astrological psychology and astrological counselling might fit into our personal lives as well as into a
wider global context.

AN ORGANIC LOOK AT THE BIRTH CHART

Richard Llewellyn

Yes! It can happen to any astrologer who is honest enough to admit it! That moment of mental
blankness when all that the birth chart seems to resemble is a collection of symbols and lines which appear
to have no meaning at all. To avoid the moment of panic that this can engender it may be helpful to see the
chart as a living organism rather than the piece of paper that it is. Although we call it a BIRTH chart it is still
there, unchanged, when our physical body finally departs from this planet. But we don't stay
the same - we change in the course of a lifetime, from the instinctive actions of the new
born baby to the finely tuned level of conscious awareness which we aspire to as
we get older. And the whole of this process of change and growth is hidden somewhere in the birth chart.
How can we find it? Well to start with we do need to acquire some astrological knowledge, but certainly as
important is the need to have an understanding of the way in which a human being struggles to throw off its
childhood conditioning and achieve autonomy as an adult, finding success and creative satisfaction in a
career, fulfilment in relationships, and so on. This may sound easy but for most of us it's an uphill
struggleand this seems to be because we don't really know what we're looking for. For many people life can
resemble a journey down a corridor. At the end there's a pot of gold, or whatever material objective turns us
on, and we're stuck on getting there, believing that this is really what will give us happiness. But even those
who get to the end of the corridor find that happiness doesn't lie there after all, and their search has to start
again. But time is running on, so where to next?
In our haste to reach the goal at the end of the corridor we may not give ourselves time to pause and be
aware of where we are and what lies around us. With our half open eyes we may miss seeing that on either
side of us there are many closed doors, each one beckoning us to pause long enough to open the door and look
in. There's no compulsion to go through, but imagine opening a door and instead of seeing a narrow, dark
corridor we suddenly find ourselves looking at a wonderful sunny landscape, blue skies, colourful flowers in
the foreground, hazy mountains beyond, and so on. Would we go through? For many the answer would
surely be "No", because it's easier and safer to stay on our treadmill, which we know and understand, than
to take a risk and venture along a new path about which we know nothing and therefore fear, however
exciting and enticing it might appear. The planet Saturn is very protective - and limiting.
If you've read this far you might well be asking,"What has this got to do with a birth chart?" In fact it has
everything to do with the natal chart when used in astrological psychology, or helping someone to become
more aware of where they've got stuck on their life journey. One way of seeing this process is to imagine
that instead of looking at a chart you're looking at a circular patch of ground into which ten seeds (the number
of planets in the chart) were scattered "at random" around the outside. At the moment of
conception the seeds germinate and nine months later the first tiny little leaves break the surface.
We have come into consciousness.
Seed Packet
Before we go any further let us stretch our imagination a bit more and become aware that each of the tiny
seeds came in a packet, on the outside of which was a colourful picture of a fully grown plant with healthy
leaves and masses of flowers. This is the potential for growth contained within the seed. Each of the ten
packets bears the name of the seed within, and these will read something like: Communication, Contact,
Action, Growth, Will, Love and Security. The other three packets will have dual names and these are:
Chaos/Universal Creativity, Confusion/Universal Love and Distorted Power/Universal Will. Each of the ten
seeds contains within it a powerful human drive into consciousness.
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Now consider the nature of the soil in which these seed spend the nine months after germination. Was it
rich, healthy soil or was it hard clay where good growth and survival were pretty much luck? This will
certainly have an effect on the initial health of the young plant when it breaks the surface. In the same way
the early growth of the new plants will be affected, not only by those who tend the garden, but also by the
general climatic environment in which they grow up. Some plants may not be to the liking of the
"gardeners" so will be ignored or disadvantaged in some way, whilst others will be given an excess of
attention and may well come to dominate the garden.
As each plant grows it will throw out more leaves, each of which will contain the basic
Drive, and so our field of conscious awareness grows and expands. Ideally each plant
will come to fulfil the picture on the front of the seed packet, ultimately creating a
beautiful and integrated garden, in harmony with and responsive to the energies of the
Universe. The birth chart is a picture of the whole garden and instructions on the
special attention needed by each plant. So by working with a client the astrologer is
able to help him or her explore why, when and where one or more plants has failed to
grow as it could do, and to do something about it.

Richard Llewellyn, Dip. API, DMS. Astrol. is Principal Emeritus and Founder of the English Huber School,
and is a Graduate of the Psychosynthesis and Education Trust, London. He lives on the Wirral.

LIVING IN TIMES OF GREAT CHANGE

Joyce Hopewell

Living in times of such change as we are now, a deeper understanding of what is happening as we move
through this period of transition and prepare for a huge evolutionary leap can be gained through astrology,
and especially through looking at the positions of the transpersonal planets, Uranus, Neptune and Pluto.
The planet Uranus is associated with astrology and the Sign of Aquarius with the New Age. With Uranus on
the cusp of my 11th House and trining my 7th House Moon in Aquarius, I for one shall have a tingle of
anticipation tinged with excitement when Uranus enters Aquarius on 12th January 1996! Uranus will stay in
Aquarius for 7 years, having briefly been in this Sign between April and June 1995.
I have some idea of what Uranus in Aquarius might mean for me. It feels like something of a "homecoming"
in terms of the ideas and visions of future possibilities for humankind - as yet largely unexplored and barely
glimpsed - that I have anticipated for many years. Such ideas and visions include a move towards collective
cooperation with groups of people acting for the mutual benefit of each other, rather than the cut-throat
individual competitiveness of materialism with which we have become familiar. I feel that many possibilities
such as these have been waiting in the wings for a long time. My Uranian sense of anticipation is for big
changes which will alter attitudes, structures and perceptions as we know them. Advances in technology
and science have made global communication possible via the Internet. The world of virtual reality is
available to us, and there is an increase in TV programmes about UFO's and parapsychological phenomena,
already bringing the stuff of other worlds and distant horizons into our homes and living rooms.
Transition period
These changes will be accompanied by an important transition period, on both the personal and collective
levels. Yes, there will be confusion, but out of this will come creative new solutions to some of the
conflicts which beset humanity: a coming into consciousness of something new, a Uranian step forward in
the quest to create the perfect world, a synthesis of what we feel in our hearts with what we envision in our
minds.
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My own Uranian viewpoints aside, it is to be expected that the journey of a transpersonal planet through
its own Sign is always likely to bring about a sharper awareness and a deeper understanding of the
qualities that that planet symbolises. So the Uranian and Aquarian issues raised, both personally and
globally, will beg not to be ignored.
Pluto moved out of its own Sign, Scorpio, and into Sagittarius in November 1995. Pluto in Scorpio brought
to light many issues, often of a corrupt and dubious nature (such as child abuse) which had hitherto remained
hidden and concealed. Pluto's journey through the last 2 degrees of Scorpio had the flavour of the final
lashing and stinging of the scorpion's tail. In early September, amid worldwide protests and demonstrations,
French nuclear testing began at Mururoa Atoll in the South Pacific. Using computer graphics, BBC
TV News showed how the bomb had been exploded in a concrete chamber under the ocean bed. As it
exploded, shock waves were sent to the surface which manifested as white seething foam on the surface of
the sea. On land, the seething anger of the Tahitians exploded in response to this action by the French, with
demonstrations, riots and the burning of Papeete airport. These tests began while Pluto was still in Scorpio,
yet with Pluto in the final degrees of this Sign, and moving towards Sagittarius, the protests and
demonstrations carried a clear message from the awakening collective awareness: these tests were not and
are not acceptable in the context of where humankind is right now. Such weapons of destruction are no
longer acceptable, nor is testing them compatible with our increased awareness of responsibility
towards the environment.
Pluto in Sagittarius will gradually move us forward on the journey towards the Truth with a capital "T", but
we can also expect to find the way littered with fundamentalism in a variety of forms. Perhaps all we can do
is to bear this in mind as we make our own quest towards the Truth. Whilst Pluto in Sagittarius takes us
into the first decade of the next century, Neptune moves into Aquarius to join Uranus there in 1998.
Aquarius is the Zodiac Sign associated with the New Age, and Uranus and Neptune together in Aquarius
represent significant and dual energies for disciples of the New Age. Uranus is the researcher with rational
thought and a keen intellect - the occultist. Neptune is the perceiver who understands through the
emotions - the mystic. Bruno Huber suggests that the esoteric astrologer is able to combine the qualities of
both Uranus and Neptune, to be an occultist AND a mystic.
Rulers of Aquarius
Aquarius has two exoteric rulers - Saturn and Uranus. Saturn is solid,
organised, structured, practical and is attached firmly to material reality.
Uranus is a forward-looking intellect, an abstract, intuitive researcher who
seeks to pierce the "egg" of this reality and discover what lies beyond.
Jupiter is the esoteric ruler of Aquarius. It is through Jupiter that a synthesis of
the qualities of Saturn and Uranus can be reached. Jupiter opens up the
possibilities of finding solutions to the problems which beset humanity,
through the use of sensory perception and awareness. Jupiter allows things
to be seen differently and from a wider perspective, providing space for the
synthesis of the open heart and the open mind. The symbol for Aquarius is a
man holding a pitcher of water, which he is tipping over so that the water can
flow out.
Louise Huber says, "He pours the contents on to humanity and thus becomes capable of bringing a flood of
unifying life into the hearts of Men which drives life onwards to unity and synthesis, as it is expressed
in the old texts”. (1)
The Power of One
The esoteric seed thought for Aquarius is "Water of life am I, poured forth for thirsty Men". Uranus is the
planet associated with change, and Aquarius the Sign through which we recognise the importance of the
group as a unit of cooperation. And we must not forget that within each group, the importance of the
individual is a key factor.
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I have heard the role of the individual within the group described as "The Power of One". These were the
words of Diana Schumacher, a leading UK environmentalist, who was outlining ways we can all effect
change if we do not like the direction in which things are moving. We each have our own talents and
skills to share, our own voice to use, our own "Power of One" to contribute. Once we have responded to our
own "wake up call" to be part of these times of change, we can begin to awaken and use our own
individual energy and power, and allow it to move and flow. If we do this, it will meet up and join with
other "Powers of One" to become a group, as strong and unified as a flowing river.
Perhaps we are both the "Water of life" with the potential to flow together as a group, and the "thirsty
Men", too, aware of changes ahead, yet unsure of how we fit into the overall picture. On a personal
level, we will have to expect the unexpected. Unforeseen events, sudden flashes of insight, unusual
experiences - all real "bolts from the blue" - may come our way and open us up to an acceptance of things
beyond our conditioned belief systems. We will have to learn to trust our experiences as we move from a
place of material realities, intellectual theories and knowledge (with Saturn and Uranus as exoteric rulers of
Aquarius) to a place of intuition and synthesis where we can accept the abstract and the new (with Jupiter
as the esoteric ruler of Aquarius): From Intellect to Intuition.
(1) "Reflections and Meditations on the Signs of the Zodiac" by Louise Huber. This book is available from
the English Huber School.
Joyce Hopewell, B.A., Dip. API, Cert. Ed., is Principal of the English Huber School. She has a Diploma in
Personal Psychosynthesis. She lives in Cheshire.

SELF- AWARENESS
This quotation comes from a book entitled "Meditations for Women who do too much" by Anne Wilson Schaef
and captures some of the essence of working with a natal chart. Let's accept the slant in the title towards
women and remember that this quotation can apply equally to men as well....
"Probably the most important journey we will ever take is the journey inward. Unless we know who we are,
how can we possibly offer what we have? Each of us is a unique combination of heredity and experiences. No
one else has to offer what we have to offer. Yet, if we do not have the self-awareness to undergird our
uniqueness, we never make our contribution."

POWER - A PERSONAL VIEW

Angela Houghton

An issue I have always felt strongly about is the misuse of power. It seems to be the root cause of many
of the ills which afflict the world. In any relationship where power is a dominant factor one subject tries to
make an object out of the other. This is present in conflicts between individuals, groups, nations and our
attitude towards the planet and its non-human inhabitants. It is also a very personal issue for me. It is the one
thing that can provoke me to stand up and be counted. The trouble being that as soon as I step out and take
a prominent part in anything, my fear comes to the fore - that I am just as capable of misusing power as
anyone else. This fear can be paralysing, but not owning my power is also a way of misusing it. How can I
resolve this?
I have Saturn in the 9th House, and I feel that I need to develop a good understanding of the workings of
power and its misuse. Maybe this would give me some degree of awareness of how its misuse can be
avoided as much as possible, especially in doing the work I feel drawn to - Astrological Counselling.
With Astrological Counselling or teaching we have a knowledge of charts and language that needs
explanation. It can be an expectation of a client or pupil that we know more about ultimate matters than
they do. We could
eventually come
to
believe
this
and get drawn into the shadow,
wishing to present ourselves to the world as better than we really are.
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Taken to its extreme we could see ourselves as the sorcerer. Usually sorcerers want to be omnipotent and are
unwilling to tolerate competitors or colleagues, and their relationship more often than not a power struggle.
Archetypes
The sorcerer (knowing adult) is one pole of the archetype, the other being the apprentice (unknowing
child). The archetype that draws me towards Astrological Counselling and other people's confusions and
sufferings is the "Wounded Healer". The healer and the wounded are two poles of the same archetype;
where there is polarity there is ambivalence and tension. The ego which loves clarity tries to remove the
tension, sometimes by repressing one pole, so that it continues to function in the unconscious. The
repressed part of the archetype can now be projected onto the outer world. The healers who
can
no
longer
feel their own
wounds,
but
only
see
them
in others,
are incapable of activating the inner healing factor in the people they are trying to help. It is the nature of
this
split
archetype
to
try
to return
to
its
original polarity, and reconnecting
with this projected pole may take place through power, maybe in the form of the great helper, demi-god,
petty tyrant. It is only the healer who is in contact with the certainty of his own mortality and
suffering who can work as the client's equal. One can either live in the entire archetype, or repress one of the
poles.
Light and dark
Ideals and shadows work in the same way - there can't be one without the other. In everyday life most of us
suffer pangs of conscience when we let ourselves become cruel, bossy, overbearing and manipulative,
that is motivated by the power drive; but these feelings can completely disappear from consciousness when
our actions can be consciously justified by what is allegedly right and good. The brighter the ideal we are
striving for, the more the very opposite of what we want to attain is being constellated. The more light is
cast on a dark corner of a room, the more the other corners appear in darkness. This is true about the
collective as well as the individual. The French Revolution sought to free people and brought about
Napoleonic tyranny. Christianity preached peace and love and many wars were fought in its name. The
split is being reconnected through power. All things that are set up with a dream or an ideal in mind, either
personal or collective, will always be repeatedly subject to attack since they are one-sided.
The shadow
Acknowledging the existence of the shadow gives us the opportunity to evaluate, to become conscious, and
the possibility of choice . Only if one can destroy can one freely
turn
to
the
world with love. With this inner knowledge it would be hard to honestly play the part of someone who
never falls into the shadow. If we fail to admit that we have been tripped up by our shadow, we only fool
ourselves. It seems the longer we work with good intentions and the more we work at raising our
consciousness, the more the shadow is deepened in our unconscious.
This leads me to the question - How do I maintain conscious contact with my destructive forces, and the
freedom of choice which follows; how do I remain that open and vital all my life? Enlightenment is not
something we achieve and then sit back. It is so easy to develop blind spots to our own shadow. Getting
caught up with the shadow is an excellent ego defence which prevents a great deal of trouble, especially
if the shadow is projected onto others and appears to no longer be our problem. We can then feel alright
with ourselves, enjoying something that resembles inner peace. The only sign that something is not quite
right is in the confusion or chaos that our families or friends may find themselves when relating to such
"enlightened" persons.
Many people hold the view that to truly know ourselves we must have experienced analysis, and that this is
the answer to backsliding into the shadow. Having seen how the shadow deepens with consciousness, I am
not so sure. There is a danger that people can become so analytical and psychological that all relationships,
friendships, art, social life, everything, becomes analysed, a mental exercise, a theory. They can withdraw
into an ivory tower and only experience the world from that vantage point. My inner voice has always said
that the solution can come from anywhere, from anyone or anything at any time. All it takes is a jolt, and if
we are listening, the unconscious can be touched. The secret seems to be in being thrown off balance,
meeting things we can't fend off. Critics and enemies can be very useful in this way, we should study their
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statements with care. It is easier however if the challenge comes from someone we love like a friend,
family, a loving relationship, as then we are more vulnerable, more open to the criticism.
I have heard it said, and believed it myself "If only I could achieve this then everything would be alright", "If
only I could find the right partner life would be bliss". But a friendship, an achievement, a relationship
without challenge doesn't exist. The important thing seems to be coming into contact with the involvement,
the joy, the sorrow, the disappointment and surprise that flows back and forth between people who love one
another. It seems we have no choice but to face ever repeated confrontations with the shadow, and this can
only take place if we are passionately involved in living. I have always struggled with my shadow, and hoped
there would be an end to it someday, but now I see it is forever. What I also see is that it can be enjoyable. I
started this work with a fear and close it with a desire to be involved wholeheartedly in life. Caring and
being cared for, challenging and being challenged.
Angela Houghton lives in Devon. She wrote this when she was a Diploma student with the English Huber
School.

SATURN'S ORB
Students sometimes ask why the orb of Saturn is less than that of the Sun and Moon, especially in the
context of the Family Model where sometimes one-way aspects are found between the Moon and
Saturn. Bruno Huber says that the physical reason for the orb to be less is because Saturn is physically further
out in the Solar system, and is further away from both the Sun and Moon. Psychologically, and in terms of
the Family Model, the child (symbolised by the Moon) may seek to reach out, make contact with and
hold on to the mother/security principle (symbolised by Saturn). Here, one-way aspects from the Moon to
Saturn show the flow of energy and the need to make and maintain contact flowing more strongly from
the Moon/child. Far from this being merely a theoretical reason, it is also based on extensive empirical
research over many years.

PLUTO IN SAGITTARIUS

Joyce Hopewell

Those of you who keep a regular eye on the ephemeris will have noticed that Pluto moves out of its own
Sign, Scorpio, and into Sagittarius on 17th January 1995. What might this mean for us? Sagittarius is the
Sign of the seeker. "The Sagittarian must fly from place to place to seek and to find the arrow which he has
loosed"; so says the Ancient Wisdom.
The study of religion, philosophy, law, and deep (not superficial) learning plus the search for wisdom and
truth are all associated with the Sign of Sagittarius. The searing intensity of Pluto may well bring about a
renewal and resurgence of clean, clear and truthful values as it travels through the Sign of Sagittarius. On a
personal level, no longer will we be able to "turn a blind eye" to things we may have let drift. We may find
ourselves being more outspoken and honest in what we say, telling the truth - our truth - because our value
systems are changing, albeit subtly, to value more straight and honest dealings with others.
There will be a reawakening to all things spiritual, and to getting to the bottom of what makes things
"tick". Learning, discovery, investigation, seeking and questing after the truth will all be important. More
people may be drawn to study and to learn things for themselves, no longer content to receive information
from others as if through a transmission tube. Direct experience will be sought, and that is likely to include
direct experience of God and all that is spiritual. Institutions, such as establishments of higher learning
and the church, will have the opportunity - if they dare to seize it and act on it - to transform into
something more alive and vital, in touch and responsive to people's awakening needs.
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"Vision" is a current "buzz word"; it is used in industry, in politics, and in all fields of forward planning.
Jupiter, the exoteric ruler of Sagittarius, is associated with sight, perception and vision. Sagittarius seeks far
and wide, aiming high and holding on to its vision of how things can be. With Pluto moving through
this Sign, will we find a new renaissance taking place - a flowering of the human spirit across many areas
of life? Many people are hungry for this and are already acting in cooperation with these energies now as
part of our move forward into the 21st century.

THE LAND OF GREEN MAGIC or NEPTUNE'S GIFT

Wendy Oak

When my Age Point crossed over Neptune shortly before my MC, I experienced a sublime dissolution of all
that I thought I was, and became, briefly, part of a transpersonal understanding. It happened out of the blue
when I left England on a bleak cold November afternoon and arrived in the brilliant vibrant heat of India the
following day. Here I travelled on bouncy Cheran buses, piled high with bananas and sacks of rice on the
giant roofracks, across the Niligris mountains to the rainforests of Kerala, in that coastal strip known as "the
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"
.
Alighting in the middle of nowhere, alone, with my rucksack and handwritten Livingstone map, I passed rice
fields of iridescent green, crossed a river where women laid out their colourful cloth to dry on the smooth flat
stones and as the terrain became wilder, the known world became fainter and the rainforest called me; the
outline of long craggy mountains rose steeply in the vivid blue of the sky and the vastness of green
stretched out under the heat of the Indian sun.
Winding my way along narrow tracks with huge elephant footprints, I came to the Botanical Sanctuary,
hidden away on the fringe of virgin rainforest, - and in this Neptunian of settings I stayed, tending the rare
and exotic orchids and ferns; plant collecting in the depths of the forest. The tracks led amongst dense foliage,
clicking with cicadas, bright with colourful birds and big butterflies. The vast expanse of rainforest, the
delicate balance of flora and fauna, the dissolution of all that made up my "normal life" flooded my
consciousness. In this state of joyous being I dissolved into a richness and vibrancy which was vast,
everlasting and beautiful. I became tiny, looking up into the high trees through a canopy of leaves, and in the
dappled sunlit corners were clusters of frilly white mushrooms - not to be eaten.
Reaching the top of a rainforest mountain we sat on the edge of infinity. The view was breathtaking. A huge
basin of rainforest lay below us, and stretched out to hazy purple mountains beyond. The wind blew strongly.
I felt humbled and filled with awe. We ate our rice meal wrapped in banana leaves, fastened with a twig, in
silence. My Libran Moon felt deeply in harmony with this pulse and my 9th House Venus loved it all.
My friend spoke: "In 10 years this may all be gone." I felt a hit in my solar plexus and a chill in my heart almost despair. If only I could bring people here just for a few hours to soak up the spirit of the rainforest - so
they would understand.
How could we be so greedy and unaware as to cut down these trees, destroy the natural
rhythm of life, which gives nourishment and life sustaining energy to our planet? I felt
tears behind my eyes and a lump in my throat. I wanted to gather the whole rain
forest into my heart and reassure it....
Neptune's gift to me was a gift to us all, to guard, love and cherish the forests, rivers
and seashores and the seasons of our present and future lives. We can find Neptune's
gift in our own gardens, or walking in nature. We can send out our love and
energy to reassure the earth that we really do care and accept its life giving energies
with love, gratitude and respect.
Wendy Oak, Dip. API is a former tutor with the English Huber School. She lives in Devon.
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SCIENCE, RELIGION AND THE NEW AGE

Barry Hopewell

In the recent media attention given to attacks by scientific and religious personalities on aspects of ‘New Age’
thinking you can almost hear the sound of paradigms shifting. The frozen floes are beginning to crack.
In his Structure of Scientific Revolutions Thomas Kuhn did great service in clarifying the nature of the learning
process of the scientific community, indeed of any human communities of common interest. He showed how
the existing shared viewpoint (paradigm) is defended at great length by the current ‘establishment’ until finally
it gives and is overwhelmed and superseded by a new and more encompassing paradigm.
We can see a parallel in the recent media discussions. Scientists attack the New Age as representing
unscientific, woolly thinking, which threatens their rationalist paradigm; it is in some way even more
threatening than religion, which is regarded as equally woolly - but which they have learned to live alongside
and dominate. Religionists attack the New Age as primitive and dangerous mysticism which threatens the
‘true’ paradigm they have constructed over the nearly 2000 years AD.
Astrology and Astronomy
It is interesting that astrology and paganism bear much of the brunt of
these attacks. Both are more ancient than today’s science and religion.
From the days of the ancient Greeks astrology and astronomy were a
single field of study, until sundered by modern science. Many leading
exponents in the early days of modern science were indeed astrologers,
such as Johannes Kepler and Tycho Brahe.
Paganism as a loose and embracing term was there before Christianity.
Many of its features were incorporated into Christian practice to ensure
acceptability to the populace. Most celebratory events such as Christmas
happen at the time of pagan festivals. Many churches are built on ancient
sites of worship and incorporate pagan symbols such as the Green Man.
They also include astrological symbols.
New Age interest in astrology and paganism is thus in part a return to our
roots. It is understandable that science and religion should be suspicious of that which they thought they had
superseded. Our concern should perhaps be that they have thrown out the baby with the bath water.
Insistence on proof
The essence of science is its objectivity and insistence on proof by the experimental method. Its extreme
proponents deny anything that is not amenable to this approach, and insist that the material world and its
mechanistic operation according to scientific laws is all that there is. Modern physics has tended to retreat from
this position as relativity and quantum theory have demonstrated that the objective separation of observer and
observed is not possible.
We have perhaps put science on too much of a pedestal. It is after all only about the construction of models of
reality, and not about reality itself. History tells us that today’s model which seems so natural will tomorrow
become discredited by a better model. For example the ‘flat earth’ theory with the sun going round the earth
was eventually superseded by the ‘round earth’ theory with the earth going round the sun.
It is difficult to see why scientists attack phenomena for which there is extensive subjective evidence, such as
telepathy and spiritual development. Explanation of these phenomena is clearly beyond the capability of
current scientific models, but their subjective reality is surely undeniable. A true scientific attitude should
surely see this as the spur to developing new models, rather than reject the reality of the phenomena.
Mathematics has provided a salutary message in this context. Godel’s theorem tells us that in any model that
we construct there will be things that we can neither prove nor disprove - they are outside the scope of the
13

model. A model of everything is impossible. Thus extremist science appears to be being unscientific, what
about religion?
Church as Institution
If we look at the evolution of Western Christianity since the time of Christ we can see the construction of the
Church as an institution. A theology of accepted belief has been developed - a paradigm. The history of the
Catholic church contains a story of evolution of doctrine, with corresponding ideas outside the doctrine being
regarded as heresies. Eventually the universal paradigm proved unsustainable and the Protestant movements in
particular broke away.
The Catholic church provided the pathway to God, with the priests as mediators between the individual and the
divine. The Gnostic traditions, which provided for the individual approach to God independent of the church as
institution, were rigorously suppressed at the early stages of this process. Signs of resurgence were equally
repressed, such as that shown by the Cathars in 13th century Languedoc. Thus was individual spirituality
channelled through the church or suppressed.
Crisis of spirituality
In the modern world the church has lost much of its power and influence, contributing to a crisis of spirituality.
If you doubt this look at our modern buildings and their lack of soul; stand in a field of modern agriculture
with its loss of vitality; see world poverty and injustice with its lack of compassion; see the pollution of our
earth and the loss of species,.... You will only truly ‘see’ these if you open your heart and perceive as a whole
human being, rather than just using your mind, and particularly your logical left brain.
Compare this modern evidence with the flowering of that which is highest and best in man during those special
eras of the ancient Greeks, the early Gothic cathedrals and the Renaissance. It is surely the search to resolve
this crisis of spirituality that much of the New Age is about.
New Age
Let us sum up. Science has led us too much into the limitations of an objective, left brain, mind-dominated
world view, belittling the complementary parts of our nature which are subjective, right brain, and of the heart.
Religion is not providing for most the route to the spiritual that the testimony of the ages tells us is there. It is
these chasms of malaise at the heart of today’s Western societies which the New Age is destined to resolve.
The paradigms of our science and religion must come up to date and become part of our solution. The strong
reactions of those fundamentalists deeply embedded in the current paradigms are an encouraging sign that the
change is beginning to take place. The ice is beginning to melt.
Barry Hopewell is a Diploma Course student with the English Huber School. He lives in Cheshire.

GLOBAL PSYCHOSYNTHESIS

Richard Llewellyn

In this last decade of the 20th Century, humanity and civilisation as we have come to understand it, seem to be
on the verge of disintegration. Violence, conflict and deprivation are on the increase and apart from the
widening gap between those who 'have' and those who 'have not', or the oppressors and the oppressed,
there is also the selfish unthinking over-use and destruction of the planet's natural resources which is
threatening our ability to survive. Multi-national corporations, international financiers and politicians pay
lip service to the major issues affecting our planet and in all but a few cases self-interest and hypocrisy
override other more humane considerations.
Before you read any further, spare a moment to bring to your mind an image of a whirlpool - a deep,
powerful, revolving vortex of water - drawing everything in its vicinity towards its edge and almost certain
annihilation. Anything which gets drawn into its energy field has to struggle to free itself, but once it is
sucked over
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the edge it reaches a point of no return and the end is inevitable. Perhaps the question we need to ask
ourselves now is how far humanity is from the edge of the vortex, or have we already been sucked over the
edge?
It is not so much the survival of planet Earth which need concern us. There is no doubt that our planet is
capable of looking after itself and surviving our onslaught, even if it takes many thousands of years and
it has to rid itself of our parasitical attentions in the process. But what about us? Do we deserve to
survive, or have we evolved into such a selfish, greedy, materialistic and self-centred race that we have
outlived our usefulness? And if we do deserve to survive what is needed to achieve this? Some people look
to the Universe to provide a signal, or manifestation, which will bring us to our senses, but is it reasonable
to look outwards for salvation when what is needed is our willingness to look inwards - into ourselves?
For thousands of years tribalism and religion, in all its many guises, has provided a moral framework
within which we have existed - though not always very amicably. However, it seems that this at this
stage in the evolution of the human race changes are taking place and that, notwithstanding the growth of
fundamentalism, previously imposed restrictions may no longer be acceptable to us. Whilst there is an
increasing rejection of an imposed "God" - not to mention a rejection of those who affect, through their
professional status, to be "Gods" within our midst, there is, as yet, no clearly established substitute. As
these changes have been taking place a new movement has been evolving - the so-called "alternative" or
humanistic "growth" psychology movement - which seeks to foster greater self-awareness, the development
of our individual potential and a willingness to take responsibility for ourselves and our own lives.
Since the beginning of time the evolution of mankind has gone hand in hand with the expansion of
our own consciousness - both in scientific and humanistic terms. Our awareness of ourselves in our
relationships with one another, with the planets and with our place in the Universe has gone through many
changes, but is always expanding. We have been growing out of the collective lower unconscious towards the
collective superconscious but a question we might ask ourselves now is whether, in the same way as we can
experience a block in our own development, humanity has encountered a collective block and, if so, are we
willing to work through it?
The blocks which exist in the world today centre around intransigent attitudes towards such things as race,
religion, colour, class, intellectual beliefs, territory, and so on. Only by breaking these down can we
hope to create the same 'wholeness' in the human race which psychosynthesis aims to create in the
individual. And of course, these collective blocks exist within us, so we have the power to free
ourselves from them if we are sufficiently aware, and if we have the Will to make the necessary changes.
Whilst we can see a mirror of the way in which humanity is developing in our own development as
individuals - macrocosm and microcosm - and can thus more easily understand what is needed to create
positive changes in the world, it is essential to keep in mind that we cannot change other people. We can only
change ourselves and in the process bring about changes around us. Making significant changes in life
inevitably involves taking risks but as long as we resist change we almost certainly remain 'blind',
unconsciously responding to external stimuli and vulnerable to control by others.
One of the significant aims of growth psychology is to create spiritual awareness and an understanding
of the divine which exists within each of us, and through which we can find self-realisation and our own
path to God. Growth psychologies such as transpersonal psychology, psychosynthesis and astrology
do not seek to impose on us a new belief system, instead they use experiential techniques which allow
this understanding to develop from within, and through personal experience.
Psychosynthesis, sometimes referred to as the psychology with a soul, postulates the concept that
there is a Universal source of archetypal energies. The archetypes, defined as universal principles which
unify, heal and give meaning, may be seen by some as God, by others as Universal Love and Will, and so on.
This Universal 'energy', which is the "source of everything" and about which nothing can be said seeks to
manifest in form through humanity. We are born with a Universal "purpose" and we are also part of humanity.
This means that we have instinctive and inherited characteristics which relate to race, culture, religion,
values, beliefs and so on, and we also possess the need to achieve "wholeness" and discover the divine within
ourselves.
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Most of us, consciously or unconsciously, strive towards achieving desired things in life, such as good
relationships with others, good health, the ability to make free and conscious choices and decisions, the
enjoyment of beauty, competence at work and calmness in moments of crisis, serenity and joy, freedom
to love and be loved, and so on. For all sorts of reasons, many of which originate in childhood, most people
find that in one or more areas of their life there are obstacles, or blocks, to achieving these aims.
Psychosynthesis is concerned with the realisation of individual potential and the harmonising of all elements
of the personality in a balanced way. It can provide the means by which an individual can find a sense of
purpose in life.
Psychosynthesis, in common with other growth psychologies, aims to build a personality which is free from
blocks, has command over all its functions, and a clear awareness of its own Centre. On the transpersonal level
it enables the individual to explore those regions full of mystery and wonder, beyond our ordinary awareness,
which we call the superconscious - the wellspring of higher intuitions, inspirations, ethical imperatives and
states of illuminations. The future of humankind surely depends on individual growth of consciousness and
our willingness to open up our inner channels so that each of us becomes a vehicle for the expression of
transpersonal qualities in our everyday life. We are now living in the New Age of Communication and have
never before possessed such power to create a rapport between human beings. The alternative is to
continue along the path towards greater conflict and chaos.
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Section Two - TUTORIALS
This section contains articles on a range of astrological topics, and provides supplementary
teaching material to that which is found in the Course Manuals.
SOME THOUGHTS ON THE 5 LEVELS OF THE CHART

Joyce Hopewell

"The centre has many names. Some call it soul, psyche, anima or atman; others call it spirit, higher self or
monad. In Indian philosophy, the life-giving centre of man is called the divine spark or fohat. In the Greek
and Christian cultures we associate it with entelechy. In reality, we cannot describe and understand this
essential core in satisfactory human terms. This is why we leave this circle in the middle open and do not
draw aspects through it."
(from "The Astrological Houses" by Bruno & Louise Huber)
The 5 levels of the chart, as taught in astrological psychology, have always interested me. They represent 5
levels of human existence. Using them as a guide in chart interpretation, we are able to move from the inside
of the chart outwards towards our environment and the world in which we live, expressing, making
manifest and "grounding" our own unique energy pattern.
I am fascinated by the concept of universal energy seeking to become manifest, to express itself in the world
of form and matter in which we, as human beings, live and are a part of. As this universal, divine energy seeks
expression in the world of form and matter, so form and matter which have evolved to a certain level of
consciousness seek to return to the spirit or the divine source,
In terms of the personality, people who have already woken up to the presence and perhaps to the influence
of this energy, because they have achieved some degree of personality integration, are usually trying to
stay awake but are still living and working in the realm of form and matter, through the personality.
Combining these ideas of spirit seeking expression through matter and matter seeking reconnection
with spirit, alongside the 5 levels of the chart, I had a very strong image one day of the chart changing its
shape from the familiar circle to a triangular cone, yet keeping all 5 levels intact.
The circle at the centre, which we leave clear and which symbolises soul, spirit, and the doorway to
universal energy, became the top of the cone, open and forever receptive to this energy source. This is the
place where such energy may enter, and we can see the effect of it moving through the aspect structure via
the planets, Signs and Houses as it seeks expression in the material world through the personality.
The central core of the chart - open to this energy source - represents the divine spark within us all. It is a
place of pure white light which contains the aspect colours of red, green and blue. As if through a prism, the
energy or light is broken up into these three colours, each representing a different quality (Cardinal,
Fixed, Mutable), and these colours are filtered through into the next level of the chart as the aspects. This
level of the chart is where we look for the motivation of the individual. That balance of the aspect colours will
indicate predispositions to act and respond in different ways. This level is concerned with the quality of the
energy.
This energy, still seeking “grounding” and expression is then relayed to the planets, which represent our drives
and the psychological tools with which we respond to the world and interact with our environment. Some of
our planets may be more consciously “awake” than others, more developed. I see the planets as being on the
interface between receiving energy from the aspects and expressing it in the world in their particular way.
They are sensitive, receptive and “fizzing” with the energy they receive from the centre of the chart; at the
same time they are called upon to respond to the demands of the environment, which may require more- or
less! - of how they are seeking to express this.
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Although the analogy is not new, I often liken the planets to “actors”, or different subpersonalities, through
which we express this energy. The Signs ( inherited traits and qualities) are the inherited/passed-on-fromgeneration-to-generation “costumes” that they wear, which will modify their actions, expression and
movement. The houses are the “stage” upon which they perform and seek expression in the world, and their
House position gives us further clues as to whether they will perform from the wings or from centre stage
front!
Looked at in this way, the Houses are vitally important because they are the “grounding” areas for the divine
potential which is coming into the world, via the aspect structure, the planets and the Signs. The Houses show
us the areas and spheres of expression where we can best express energy, be a creator, contribute to our own
well-being and that of others and be, in the fullest sense of the word, a pioneer. And it is here, in the
environment, the world around us, that we can reconnect with spirit in matter, through our relationship with the
earth and our relationships with the people around us.

RED STARS

Sue Cameron

A Red Star in a chart is formed when three or more red
aspects intersect at ONE point. The tighter the intersection,
the more intense the effect.
At 6.36 pm on Sunday 4th October 1992, an El Al cargo
plane, loaded with aviation fuel and perfume, crashed into a
block of flats in a suburb of Amsterdam, engulfing it in
flames. Nearly everyone who was in the area of impact was
killed. It was a massive and heart-rending disaster.
The chart for that moment in time contains a feature of
particular interest. There is a "Red Star", formed by the
intersection of the Square aspects between the
Sun, Uranus and the Moon, Venus and Pluto. Bruno Huber
describes a Red Star as a point of constant agitation and
consequent exhaustion, of hurting and being hurt as energy is
received from the outside.
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Michael Huber also spoke about Red Stars at his seminar in Exeter in 1992. Where this configuration is
the result of 3 Square aspects (or 2 Squares and 1 Opposition), he described it as a point of furious
impact with tearing energies going into one point from which they cannot come out. The nearest House in this
chart, showing the moment of impact, is the 8th.
Sue Cameron, B.A., Dip. API, is an English Huber School Tutor. She lives in Surrey.

SUSANNAH

Richard Llewellyn

If you read this article I would recommend that you draw up the chart in colour. I have not attempted to
stress specific significators in my interpretation - these are quite easily found and I feel are best left to the
reader to use his or her own knowledge and skill.
Sun
27.48 VI
Moon 13.57 GE
Mercury 13.49 VI
Venus 12.00 SC
Mars
11.26 VI
Jupiter 6.07 SC
MC
17.50 GE
Saturn 22.22 TA
Uranus 8.27 LI
Neptune 27.14 VI
Pluto 27.14 VI
T. Node 2.32 PI

AC

6

20.32.VI
2
19.16 LI
3
17.48 SC
5
22.55 CP
21.58 AQ

When I set up Susannah's chart my initial look at it showed up the following points of interest:
Aspects
1. Either too much blue, or too little red, suggesting blue/green motivation;
2. A dynamic and linear aspect structure with only one complete Learning pattern;
3. An emphasis on the "I" side of the chart with an open, and potentially vulnerable area on the "You" side.
4. An emphasis on the first quadrant;
5. My symbolic image is of an open mouth which is passively receptive rather than active.
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I made no specific interpretation of the above other than to hypothesise that Susannah might be
somewhat placid, perhaps withdrawn, though with bursts of impulsive energy.
Planets
6. Moon highest in the chart and the only planet integrated into an aspect pattern;
7. Saturn also high in the chart and the only planet truly on the "You" side;
8. Three interesting conjunctions, two of which (Sun/ Pluto & Mars/Mercury) potentially assertive;
9. Three planets not very integrated;
10. South Node in the 12th House.
Taking account of all the above I began to envisage two possibilities. The first was that here was someone
who could be quite demanding and assertive in getting what she wanted, making use of the two
conjunctions near the AC, and the impulsive energies of the first quadrant planets, thus creating her own
defence against any vulnerability experienced through the open area on the "You" side, or through the
Moon and Saturn alone at the top of the chart.
However, if I paid attention to my "symbolic image" and took account of other factors such as the Moon in
a separate aspect pattern from Sun and Saturn, and the placing of the south Node in the 12th House I began
to wonder whether Susannah had had a disturbed childhood and was really quite shy and unassertive, with a
great deal of repressed energy. There appears to be no great difference in the strengths of the ego planets.
Saturn seems to be strongest by House and could have acted as some kind of defence mechanism for her. I
felt that the Moon might be a strong influence and, since this is both the child in the family model as
well as the "inner child" in the adult, it might mean that she has seen, or does still see herself as a child in
need of nurturing and protection. The Sun is potentially very strong but tucked away in the recesses of the "I"
side.
Learning Triangle
The hypothesis would suggest that she was living principally in the learning triangle, responding via the
Moon/Venus quincunx, and occasionally showing outbursts of feelings. I viewed the Chart Dynamics and
Low Points with caution because I didn't know how accurate the birth time might be. However, I noted that
Jupiter might be on a Low Point and that both Cardinal Motivation and fire Temperament had a low value
by Sign but high by House giving a high plus total and suggesting considerable environmental
expectations in the context of "action". I also noted that the reverse was the case as far as Fixed Motivation
and Earth Temperament were concerned suggesting qualities of practicality and doggedness which she
might have felt were not really appreciated. The overall stress total is a low 4 and this might emphasise the
possibility of a rather withdrawn individual with no great incentive to "perform", other than to meet the needs
of the Moon at the top of the chart.
Susannah is 23 years of age and I didn't know why she was coming to see me. Her chart showed the age
point in Capricorn, beginning its upward climb to the 5th House cusp and it could therefore be imagined that
perhaps she was sensing the departure from the security of the "home" environment and childhood, and the
inevitable progress into that area of life when it becomes necessary to find oneself in the outside world.
This could be creating either conscious or unconscious stress if my second hypothesis was correct. In any
case, her age point at 15 deg. Capricorn is making approximate blue or green aspects to all the planets in
the Learning triangle - perhaps focussing attention on these parts of herself - and maybe on their limitations
When I met Susannah she was neatly dressed, good looking and somewhat reserved. I talked a while
about the meaning of the birth chart and how it can be used in a positive way. She told me that she had
graduated from University and that on completion she was offered a job in the Personnel department which
she's enjoyed but, with a limited budget, the University had only been able to employ her for 6 months
and she was now wondering what to do next. There were various choices open to her but she had so far not
been able to make any decision. She was visiting home briefly before returning to her University town
where she had been living for the past 4 years.
Her parents separated when she was 13 years old and it was her father who had left home. When she was
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a young child she experienced her father as being a powerful man and says she was quite afraid of him. She
isn't any longer and in fact is able to talk with him about the breakdown of the family and whilst she finds
she cannot yet forgive him, she is able to accept what happened. The Moon remains in a separate aspect
pattern from the Sun in the House chart.
Fear of self-assertion
I noticed that Susannah blushes very easily and she said that whilst she wants to know what decision to make
about her future, she feels that one of her main difficulties is her lack of self-confidence. She said that she
allows herself to be taken advantage of, and she tends to respond to the demands of others rather than meeting
her own needs, though she does very occasionally lose her temper. She wasn't sure what she got out of this
behaviour but it was easier to live life like this than to assert herself. Her fear of asserting herself, or
expressing her own ideas, was because she felt it might result in an argument and she would probably lose.
She said that her ex-boyfriend had found it hard to cope with her passivity in dealing with others. We briefly
explored how she might experience the South Node in the 12th House and the way in which it is more
comfortable and secure to live in this area of life than face up to the nitty-gritties of life.
We talked about her emotional needs and how she attempted to get these met - for instance she says she still
sees herself as a girl rather than a young woman - and by continuing this role of child whether it makes it
easier for her to get emotional support, or not to have to take responsibility for herself, etc. When I work
through a chart with a client I have no fixed way of doing this, going along with the client's needs rather than
dictating them. In this case we looked at each of the planets in turn, seeing them as though they were subpersonalities, each one symbolising a powerful inner drive and each wanting to realise its full potential. I
sometimes use analogies with a client to help them understand the process of growth more easily, for instance
talking about a small acorn as containing all that is required to create an immense oak tree. For me, astrology
is all to do with self-awareness and "growth".
We looked at the potential strengths of the 4 planets in Virgo, especially the Sun/Pluto conjunction, and
we discussed various exercises which she might do to help develop Will and to achieve conscious clarity
which would make choices and decisions easier. We also examined ways of helping the energies of the
Mercury/Mars conjunction grow, ideas such as keeping a journal in which she can record experiences, how
she felt about them, how she resolved them and so on. This might also help her to see more clearly how she
was developing the power of her Will. We talked about the benefits which she might get from joining in
with some kind of "growth" group.
I was aware that I would be unlikely to see Susannah again, or if I did, it would not be for months, so I
felt it was important to spend our time together talking principally about areas of her life which might
benefit from having a spotlight shone on them. We reached these areas gradually and sensitively, and only
after exploring how life is for Susannah at this moment in time. For instance, although I had formed
hypotheses before meeting her it was she who told me about her lack of self-confidence and about her
difficulties in relating to others. And I always search for, and stress, positive resolutions to any life
experiences that might be experienced as creating difficulties.

CONJUNCTION

Jaki Rothery

Having as much "orange" in my chart as any other colour, I thought it might be appropriate to express some
of my notions about the conjunction aspect it represents in the Huber system, whilst highlighting some of
the anomalies surrounding it.
The conjunction is coloured in orange. A one-way conjunction is coloured in yellow, being unique within
the convention for indicating one-way aspects: where a half-dotted line would normally
suffice,
the
conjunction changes colour completely. And then, being orange/yellow, it is not included in the
colour ratio; neither does it fit into the system of associated qualities/crosses, ie. Red - Cardinal, Blue Fixed, Green - Mutable. Why should it be so special? Perhaps we need to go back to basics.
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All the astrological aspects represent, in simple linear form, a connection between two planets.
Technically, they indicate approximate angular distances between those planets considered, according to the
number generating the aspect, to be significant. For instance, the 90 degree or square aspect, derived from
dividing the 360 degree circle into 4, carries the unconsciously perceived quality of 4ness/squareness, and
is used to ascertain the amount of this quality within the chart's aspect layer. However, an aspect of 100
degrees isn't considered significant as it does not divide equally into 360 and so has no definable quality
that we can use.
An aspect should be remembered as only one stage among many within a larger relationship context. This
is most evident in the Moon/Sun/Earth cycle producing the four phases of the New, Waxing - quarter, Full
and Waning - quarter of the Moon (with other less documented phases in between (*1). Each planet goes
through this cycle with every other, but we tend to forget this because they are not so physically obvious.
Overlooking then their significance as part of a round, aspects become isolated incidents and we lose the
deeper ramifications of their meanings. This, I feel, particularly affects our understanding of the conjunction.
The Huber system uses seven aspects (a seven phase cycle), each one associated with a quality assumed
through the number which, divided into 360, gives the aspect. The Semi-sextile/30 degrees is about 12ness,
Sextile/60 degrees is about 6ness, Square/90 degrees is about 4ness, Trine/120 degrees is about 3ness and the
Opposition/180 degrees is about 2ness.
Only the quincunx falls outside this convention, but is incorporated on another criterion, along with the
others - that of being a multiple of 30 degrees, in this case 30 x 5 = 150. Then there is left the Conjunction/0
degrees. 360 degrees divided by 0, giving 0ness - wholeness perhaps, nothingness, and even oneness. For
this aspect marks the nil and the total, the beginning and the end of the whole cycle, which contains all the
other stations and aspects in potential. Such an image should provide, then, clues to an underlying uniqueness,
intrinsic to this aspect, which may be explored further.
Relationship
Whilst each aspect might symbolise a certain quality of connection between planets, all, except the
conjunction describe a "relationship". The word "relate" comes from Latin "refer" meaning to carry back,
and implies a referral of one thing to another, a process of comparison, a seeking out of commonality
and perhaps a form of meeting between separate entities. So, for relationship to exist, the bodies
constituting it should be distinct from each other, whilst maintaining some kind of communication. True
connection demands, therefore, connection with perspective, contact with distance, a sharing which
will not compromise individuality. Relationship happens BETWEEN one thing and another, and for that to
occur there has to be a gap or channel across or through which each can refer to the other. All the aspects
describe a distance between bodies, except the conjunction, 0 degrees, where there is no distance, no
perspective, because there is no gap between the bodies involved. Instead, there is fusion, symbiosis,
union, amalgamation, mutual absorption. This is no "relationship". With conjunction, the gap disappears, the
two bodies become one
and,
with
perhaps
sexual
connotations, comes
the image of conception - when two things bind together and a third is created out of that union.
Lunar phases
Going back to the Lunar phases, the time when the Sun and Moon conjoin, as seen from the earth, is that of
the New Moon or the Dark of the Moon, when the night sky has no light at all. This is traditionally a time of
potential danger when the so-called "dark forces" have more power, for they are in their own element.
Anything can happen in this unknown dark, when the night-light is mythically swallowed by that creature
associated with the dark, as guardian of the Underworld, the Dragon. But what else are these "dark forces"
but the hidden and omnipotent, amoral and infinitely mysterious and powerful energies of nature and the soul
which provoke and pervade all life forms. For this dark time is also the seeding phase of the life-cycle and,
astrologically, the planetary cycles. Concurrent with it is the initial impetus of the "new", the immanent and
imminent birth of numen into matter. Here, in the Lunar cycle (as with all others) the New Moon
symbolises the conception of a process: its energy increasing with work and effort at the Waxing-quarter,
towards fruition at the Full phase, then, its intent accomplished, a gradual decay is honoured at the
Waning-quarter leading to complete disintegration and disappearance at the next New Moon, simultaneously
making way for yet another seed-sowing. But always, this seeing occurs in the dark. It is from the dark
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that the new light emerges. It is out of the dark, the intangible unknown, that perceivable, palpable life is
evoked and delivered.
Conception
Conception must be the most fundamental of life's mysteries: the impact (collision of one body with
another) of life. Mysterious and magical because it occurs in unseen, dark places literally: the conception of a
child in the dark of the womb, conception of an idea in the dark (unseen) realm of the mind, the flash of
intuition or insight, leaping out of the dark of the unconscious, infusing the imagination, the rites of
initiation into new knowledge or experience take place (as perhaps a reiteration of conception and birth) in
the dark - caves, in many cultures - places secreted apart, dark to the daily round and those others with no
right of access, both of which may otherwise profane its sanctity or be damaged by its apprehension
unprepared. In a less tangible sense conception remains "dark" to us, for even though we may possess the
technology to physically penetrate and record the process, the secrets of its meaning and impetus constantly
elude the compass of intellect and reason.
Conception, however it occurs, might be the spark of a new life, ignited and yet cupped, for its own
protection and that of others close to it, in some "dark" way, until it is strong enough to assume its latent shape
and substance, to enter the cognisable world without incendiary repercussions. But of itself, conception has
no shape - the form takes time to accrue - the child, the idea, the hunch - all need time, nurturing and
protection to manifest their inherent qualities. But such growth is the business of other, later phases of the
cycle. This is not the matter of conception, which simply and primarily initiates that round of
nothing into something, through fullness to eventual decay: of itself, conception is pure life energy activated,
no more and certainly no less.
It is this indefinite property, I feel, which imbues the Conjunction aspect, as if the coming together of the
two energies and the spark it creates could generate literally anything. And I'm not sure if we can truly
ascertain what form resides within the spark by delineating the personalities of its "parents" (astrologically
the planets) because they, in that conjoining, lose all boundaries natural to them, all definition: their identities
are absolved.
We cannot presume to know which, if any, of their individual virtues will eventually preside in this new
thing. In Conjunction, it might be that the protagonists of the scene, being coalescent - and this is
where that "nothingness" comes in - no longer exist in their own right. To theoretically apply the scalpel
to prise them apart, is to imagine that they can in some way be restored to their sacrificed singularity;
a meaningless analysis when the personal experience of the Conjunction will likely be not of separate
entities pushed together like two passengers squashed on the seat of an over-crowded bus, but of bodies fused
in an embrace so total that it burns away all differences, all exclusivity, galvanising a new raw quality of as
yet indefinable proportions. Then it remains always at that stage of excited, unbounded and dynamic
promise for the possessor of the Conjunction aspect.
In attempting to understand this aspect and its meaning, I always felt the colour yellow, rather than
orange or red, and perhaps also (though we cross a boundary here between two categories) the Air element
associated with yellow through its use in the Zodiac glyphs (2*) may well help inform us of the quality of
the aspect. Air would seemingly correspond to the thinking function, a process which, by itself, eludes all
definition as it occurs out of the range of the ordinary senses: the mind has no verifiable location, no
physically measurable span, neither can we see it working, nor hear it with our ears, or touch it. The term
"concept" (conceive, conception, etc.) seems virtually analogous to that property of forming thought in the
mind, images in the imagination - those invisible progenitors of all ensuing
human creation and
productivity.
Colour
Of all colours we can see, yellow is the brightest. It has obvious, if primitive, association with such
brilliant objects as the Sun and carries a reputation for inducing enormous, spontaneous activity and
creative response - it radiates energy, sparks people off. The experience of "conceiving" - within the
body, the mind, spirit or soul - has this same quality of revelation and inspiration. However, yellow also
associates with jaundice and cowardice, as if somehow toxified. This brings to mind (well my mind anyway)
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an image of a strong fire, smothered and smouldering thick yellow smoke. I wonder if this is what results
from inappropriate containing/protecting of and shielding from that volatile, candescent spark? Instead
of a bright igneous torch springing from the dark, negatively, this fire, suppressed and imprisoned, becomes
a dark glower of choking, sulphurous fumes: no in-spiring (breathing in) here! So with the neglected
idea, the ignored insight, the unwanted child. The spark, which ultimately defies reduction to a definition by
any who might observe it can be deemed a danger and be suffocated before it is given trust to grow from
bursting seed to bounteous birth in its own good time. Whilst its essential quality is so bright and unbounded,
it is also in close relation with the dark and the fearful chaos of undifferentiated unknown, and can all too
easily, when misunderstood, find itself tabooed.
Joy or bane?
The conjunction can be both a joy and a bane, depending upon the attitudes which surround it, in the person
and his environment - how confirming these are of creativity and change, of trusting the worth of the dark
and what may come out of it; or how resistant and how reticent, how afraid even, of the disruption such
things will induce, without necessarily perceivable or reasonable concern for the consequences issuing out
of their very existence.
I wondered why the Hubers consigned the Conjunction to the Sun and Moon in their aspect diagram? Could
it symbolise the ignited spark that occurs when mind/spirit/will (Sun) and psyche/soul/feelings (Moon)
collide; when Thought acknowledges Feeling and imagination is unleashed; when Feeling receives
inspiration; when the Light of consciousness is informed by the dark of the unconscious; when that dark
realm is joyfully received and blessed in its coition with the light?
Then there is the issue of inclusion into the colour ratio of 1 green, 2 red and 3 blue. I'm still not clear how
this model has been assumed, but taking it on faith, perhaps the yellow/orange aspect could be
given the meekest position (as it associates only one aspect) = 1 yellow/orange, 2 green, 3 red
and 4 blue? This might be worth experimentation.....
Interpretation
In terms of interpretation, the quality it represents would not seem to have a name and yet it patently does
exist. If we consider the qualities/crosses as we know them - Cardinal, Fixed, Mutable - and examine them
in terms of their describing a process through which everything in life visibly passes, we would see the
stage where enormous vigour, growth and energy prevails as Cardinal/red - the beginning, working phase,
needed to get something going. Following this is the Fixed/blue stage, where things even out, settle down to
a steady pace, come to fruition, gently blossom and fulfil their potential. And then comes the inevitable
decay - Mutable/green - when things die, dissolve, putrefy, moulder and disintegrate. But what begins the
process anew? Perhaps there is something of a fourth "quality", unvindicated in proportion to its
intangibility, its tendency to flare only in hidden, unlighted places, secret and, of necessity, occult: the
stage of ignition, inspiration, generation, which instigates the new impulse for life. In the cold, decaying
matter of the dead, the passed life (life "passed on") incension animates and strikes the new spark of life.
It happens
in the Underworld, in the soil, the unconscious, the womb, the winter, and we see it only as it breaks
the surface of our prosaic perceptions, as in spring, the Cardinal/red season of purposeful activity and
growth.....but something mystical, from the dark began it all.
So the yellow/orange, the Conjunction, in life and in the chart, may well describe an unrecognised quality
which evades understanding from our present perspective within the "light" world, because it is
essentially of another order of things which cannot be adequately defined or categorised. In a way, perhaps
white would be the rightful "colour", as this is no colour and yet, in terms of light, it contains all other
colours, and therefore, symbolically, all ensuing potential and proceeding phases of the life cycle. But
besides being impractical when drawing the chart, neither would this accommodate its intrinsic connection
with the dark, so often is white associated with "light". The Conjunction and all it stands for, to my mind,
remains outside (or beneath, or buried deep within) the immediately apprehendable matter of things and yet
all such tangible life expressions own their presence to it: without ignition the body vehicle cannot be
assumed, neither can it be driven and so no journey intended or achieved, nor potential taken to its natural
fulfilment. And there can be then, no dissolution, no death to give space for and to nourish the new seed, the
next spark: in short, no manifestation of life as we perceive it, can exist without the igniting spark of
conception and the dark realm wherein it resides.
24

Perhaps Conjunction, the astrological conception, signifies the mysterious brilliance of that happening, so
continually confounding and yet resoundingly fascinating to the scientific, as well as philosophic, endeavour
of our times, of infinite and immeasurable moment, when the energy we call life is made, in an invisible
instant, manifest. And perhaps then, those who carry this energy within them, through Conjunctions in their
charts, may have that vital, spiritful (and yet potentially dangerous when cultural fear and ignorance of its
nature prevails) quality, which suggests enormous powers of creativity and innovation, if only it can be
acknowledged and given its due recognition and value.
*1 - for a fuller account of planetary cycles, read: Alexander Ruperti - Cycles of Becoming
Dane Rudhyar - The Lunation Cycle
2* Huber assignations - Fire=red, Earth=green, Air=yellow, Water=blue.
Jaki Rothery, B.A., Dip. API, is a tutor with the English Huber School. She lives in Devon.

AN ORGANIC LOOK AT ONE ASPECT OF FIRE

Richard Llewellyn

As you read this article, you are invited to imagine three different kinds of camp fire.
First there is the Aries fire with its Cardinal energy which is motivated to action. At the centre of this fire there
is initially no stability, no heart, and to keep it burning there is a continual need to be “feeding” on new things
to burn, so plenty of fresh twigs and small branches are demanded. Anything too big may be indigestible until
the fire has had a chance to really get going. The energy generated flares up with great creativity and many
sparks, so beware those who get too close! And there is a real passion in this burning process which can create
extremes of joy or depression, love or hate, anger or calm acceptance.
Without being totally fed with new things to burn there may be a risk of this fire going out, and continual
application of water may ultimately extinguish the flames completely. So part of the growth process of the
Aries fire is to use the energy which it generates to create its own centre - a core of light and heat which not
only gives it stability but also acts as a beacon of strength for others. As with all fire, Aries responds positively
to a breeze, although too fierce a gale may blow it out, and it also appreciates burning on a firm piece of earth,
though where this exists it may well be taken for granted. Unlike the other two kinds of fire, the Aries fire is
self-motivated in that, initially at least, it burns for its own sake.
Fire energy is impulsive and intuitive, and lurking in its shadow is the rational thinking of Air. Hiding in the
shadow of the Aries fire is Libra and the message that it carries is the need for unity and contact, rather than
just a focus on “self”.
The Fixed Sign of Leo is a different kind of fire. It appreciates some stones around it to hold it in place and at
its very heart there is a glowing log which is difficult to extinguish, so this fire has a great inner strength. It
suffers from a fear that if people don’t come and enjoy its warmth and dancing flames, and feed it with sticks
to burn, it will go out. So it has to attract people around it to fulfil its needs. It is a generous fire and is happy to
boil a pot of water or fry a sausage for anyone who asks. But be sure to ask!
The danger is in attracting too a big a crowd because if this happens the fire may be fed with too much
combustible material, get out of hand, set fire to surrounding grass and woodland and threaten such damage
that either the Fire Brigade is called out to extinguish the blaze, or it will finally burn out its own heart. The
Leo fire has to learn to live contentedly with its inner heart, staying within boundaries without feeling a need
be a spectacular blaze, and willingly and creatively serving those who can benefit from its energy. The
shadow of Leo lies in the sign of Aquarius which emphasises Leo's need to ground its creative imagination
and use it for the benefit of humanity.
25

Finally the evasive, Mutable Sagittarian fire searching for enlightenment in its own flickering flames. Fire
was one of the earliest of mankind's benefits; it lights, it warms, it cooks and it can destroy. In the nature of
fire, Sagittarius is capable of doing all these things. Like Aries it can be a sparky fire, creating
excitement and joy, but occasionally, and usually unintentionally, the sparks can fly and burn those who
gather around it.
Although, like Leo, it wants to light up what it
imagines as the darkness of other people's lives, the
Sagittarian fire is continually searching for new ways
in which it can take energy, in the form of skills,
knowledge and wisdom, to those who gather around
it. It'll cook your meals for you, but not too many of
them because it tends to get bored with the same
routine and it really doesn't like to be confined for
too long so it won't always want to stay where you
lit it.
It likes to move around in search of new stimulation and it can run in rivulets of fire setting light to the
grass around it in its search for something new to burn in its expanding process of creating more energy. It is
true that this may be an escape from the tedium of being stuck in one place, but at its heart what the
Sagittarian fire really wants to do is to create more centres of love, light and warmth for those who hold out
their hands to them.
The shadow lies in Gemini, a Sign that uses its mental agility to juggle many balls in the air at the same
time. Sagittarius has to integrate logical mind in order to ground some of those expansive fiery excesses.

WORKING WITH THE HOUSE CHART

Joyce Hopewell

The House chart provides us with an objective view of the individual. It shows what the world tried to make us
in our formative years backed up by influences from family, friends, teachers, schools, surroundings,
neighbourhood, community, relatives, and so on. I like to think of the House chart as our starting
equipment - a starter pack for life - because it gives us ingredients for moving forwards from birth,
incorporating our inherited traits and potential with our taught traits.
Always use your Natal and House charts together, but approach the interpretation of the House chart
using the same guidelines as you would for the Natal chart. The value of using both charts is that a
comparison can be made between nature (the Natal chart) and nurture (the House chart). You are a product
of heredity and environment, and a simple formula to remember here is:
H x E = I.......Heredity x Environment = Individual.
Main points to consider when comparing your Natal and House chart include, first and foremost, a
look at the overall picture your chart presents. Is it similar or different? Did the environment expect to "see"
you in a very different way from what is indicated in the Natal chart? Look for changes or discrepancies in
colour balance, chart shaping and direction and changes in the aspect structure, particularly those involving
the Family Model. Most of all, consider if your House chart presents as either enriching or diminishing
alongside your Natal chart - has the Natal chart (and you) been enhanced or reduced by the environment?
Working with our own House charts can give us many insights into how our environment shaped us, what
it expected from us, and how we felt (and perhaps still feel) about that. This work may not always be easy, and
we may connect with both and pain and joy as we explore the messages and expectations we received
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during childhood. What we need to do is remember that the contents of the House chart are a "movable
feast" and that we can "eat" and choose from the "menu" those elements which are the most positive and
useful to us. If we can choose consciously, we will gain the most benefit, and the amount of freedom we
have to move from the House to the Natal chart depends on how awake and aware we are, and on our
ability to choose.
I have outlined some practical ways of working with the House chart, and if you are reading this you
might like to try some of these out for yourself:
♦

Make a list of “messages” from your childhood - what were the expectations of your environment for you?
Which messages do you still hear or carry? Include what you consider to be both good and bad. Do you
want to hear them? Which do you want to keep/discard?

♦

Jot down some notes to describe your environment as a child at different ages (you could choose three
different ages - eg. young/small - middle sized - teens/growing up). Dig into your memories. What was
expected of you? What was it like to be in your environment? Use your sensual memories to connect
with:

•

sights/visual memories/call to mind old photographs to help here, remember any significant experiences

• sounds/phrases/words and sayings used/music heard/instruments played/books, newspapers, TV or radio programmes
•

smells, tastes of your environment, eg. food, comforts, luxuries, things you hated

•

activities, excursions, games and sports played, temper tantrums

•
feelings you may have had of safety, security, being OK for who and what you were, feeling good or not,
feeling loved and approved of or not.
♦

Make notes on what was important in your environment and what was not. How was this
conveyed to you and did it or does it still affect your value system? Are the expectations of
your parents, other family members, siblings (if any), neighbours, other authority figures still with
you?

If you do these exercises, remember that the House chart contains TAUGHT and not INHERITED traits. It
does not have to be "fixed" - the die is not cast once and for ever - we have a choice, and we can choose to
extract the positive elements of our own House charts and put them to use for ourselves in ways which are
supportive and beneficial.

NEW ASPECT PATTERNS - TELESCOPE OR MICROSCOPE ?
There has been much discussion between students and tutors alike about how to view, identify and interpret
this relatively new aspect pattern. We reprint this definition tion here, with thanks to Bruno Huber for his help
in clarifying this for us.
This figure is one of the newer aspect patterns introduced by Bruno Huber a few years ago, and which we in
the English Huber School have incorporated into the teaching material which we offer to students.
However, the direction and orientation of this large quadrangular figure has been under debate for some time
amongst students and tutors alike. We are now pleased to clarify any confusion which may have arisen when
seeking to identify this figure, and when trying to decide whether it is a Telescope, or a Microscope.
The figure contains two possibilities - as a Telescope it will direct its sights into the world, and as a
Microscope it will view what is near to it. The orientation of this figure within the chart will determine which
of these two
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figures is indicated. The Microscope has the semi-sextile on the “I” side of the chart, whilst the Telescope has
the semi-sextile on the “You” side of the chart.
Alternatively, if the quincunx aspect is uppermost we have a Microscope and if lower than the semi-sextile
then we are dealing with a Telescope.

Microscope

Telescope

Diploma course students please note that the above statement reverses what is in earlier versions of the Term 1
Manual, and should be changed accordingly so that the information is correct.

SANDRA

Joyce Hopewell

"There has to be more to life than this........I want to give something back - the time has come when I
want to put something back in return for all I've gained so far."
These words were spoken by Sandra, who came to see me for an astrological counselling session earlier
this year. A pleasant, friendly woman, Sandra told me on the 'phone prior to our meeting that she was seeking
help, guidance and a deeper understanding of her current situation. She told me that she had been off work for
four months, and was recovering from an operation on her feet.
The following comments are based upon the notes I made prior to seeing Sandra. When I drew up her
chart, the first thing that struck me was the image I could see. Poised in the centre of the chart was what
looked like a trapeze artist in full flight, with arms and legs outstretched and cape flying out behind. This
made me think also of Superman - in Sandra's case Superwoman - and I wondered if she flew through life, as
if through the air, appearing to cope with everything admirably, or being expected to?
I noticed, too, the excessive amount of red in her chart (she has 8 red, 3 green and 5 blue aspects) and
wondered if she was super-active, always on the go. Taking into consideration the "You" sided emphasis of
the chart and the heavily tenanted 3rd Quadrant, together with the Sun/Uranus conjunction on the DC at the
apex of the Efficiency triangle plus the chart's Dynamic shaping, I began to build up a picture of someone
who was likely to devote a lot of time and energy to the needs of others, yet was regarded by many who met
her as someone who might be "different", maybe erratic or slightly eccentric even, in the way she made or
maintained contact with the "You".
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I was aware of unaspected Venus on the cusp of the 5th House and expected that something about the way she
related to people, using the energies of this planet, would come up in our discussion. I wondered if we might
find here her own image and sense of herself as a woman was something that had been shaped and moulded
by external expectations and social pressures of what
she, as a woman, should be like, rather than her already
having a sense of her own womanliness which came
from inside. If this was so, and I was right, this could
be an issue that might come up during the session.
Her Moon, I noticed, was weak by Sign, intercepted,
and just after the Low Point of the 8th House, in Leo.
In terms of Ego planet strength, it rated as weakest,
with Sun strongest. I expected that there might be an
inner conflict at work for Sandra as she sought to
balance out the need to have her feeling/emotional
needs recognised, and to begin to
acknowledge
the existence of her "inner child" against the potential
strength of her Sun, which would assist her in being
strong and coping with her life with
comparative
confidence, and perhaps, some
"pushiness", as her Sun is in the shadow of the DC.
Taking into consideration what she had already told me about her operation and period of recuperation
which had sparked off an urge to understand what was going on in her life, I looked at her Age point. She
is 45, with her Age Point in the 8th House, approaching the Low Point. Low Point 8 is regarded as the
"turning point" of the chart, the real "big" Low Point experience where we may be offered opportunities .
As well as her Age Point approaching Low Point 8, it had made a conjunction with Pluto in October 1994,
and was approaching conjunction with her Moon; this would become exact in July 1996. Approaching
the Low Point, and between Pluto and Moon...this suggested to me that there was likely to be
something much deeper going on here for Sandra, and my hypothesis included major life changes in the
area of how she expressed her feelings, and asked for what she wanted and needed emotionally. I wondered
if, up to now, she was able to ask for a hug either to comfort her when she needed this or when she needed to
be recognised as a woman.
Node and House charts
As I had also drawn up her Moon Node and House charts, I looked first at the Node chart, and discovered
that the Age Point on both Natal and Node charts was crossing for the second time. The first time had
been between the ages of 8 and 9 years, when her natal Age Point was opposite Pluto. Now, in her Node chart,
her Age Point was conjunct Pluto, echoing the conjunction of this planet in the natal chart some 4 months
ago, when she had her operation. This, together with the second intersection of the Age Point, added
strength and depth to what she was likely to be experiencing in her life right now.
Her House chart showed quite a dramatic change in chart shaping; gone was the Dynamic motivation of
the natal chart, as the House chart yielded a firm, Fixed structure, complete with a Cradle formation
oriented towards the 2nd Quadrant. The message here, I thought, might well have been "Stay where you're
safe", and I expected that there would be some conflict between what she was feeling and experiencing
right now, and how she felt she ought to behave and respond.
The session
What follows is an account of our session together. When Sandra came to see me, she confessed to
having little or no knowledge of astrology, but said she was very interested. I therefore began our session by
explaining to her the component parts of her chart, and as this was taped, along with the rest of the session,
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Sandra will be able to play back the tape and listen to what was said. Although unfamiliar with astrology,
she noticed straight away how red her chart appeared, and this was a good starting point from which to
open up our discussion of her chart.
Sandra is indeed a very active lady - or would like to be - her period of recuperation has stunted her
activities and she is feeling tied down, frustrated, and unable to relax and "be" in the blue in her chart. She
told me that she enjoyed running and active sporting activities. Since she has been off sick she has used her
red energy to clean the house, even when this is not really needed, and now simply cannot see the point of
excessive cleaning. She is currently using “workout” tapes and videos at home to keep her fit and work off
excessive energy, but cannot do any standing exercises because of her feet. Early on in the session she
questioned the futility of housework, cleaning and doing what she had always done (i.e. keep the home smart
for her family). At this stage, she was giving out clues and hints about her underlying reasons for coming to
see me.
Our discussion covered her Dynamic motivation, the Efficiency triangle with its apex on the DC, the Sun/
Uranus conjunction there and her strongly "You" sided chart, and she told me that other people did find her
ideas a bit strange. The example she gave was at work, where she has devised some "games" which
involve everyone in her department and include scoring "points" via the movement of pictures and
photographs of work colleagues from her notice board to another, "rival" notice board. She has devised these
"games" to avoid dissent amongst fellow workers and talking about the boss behind backs. She said that
people working together, both in work and in the world, is very important to her.
She told me she has a lot of energy and doesn't know what to do with it, and spoke the words quoted at
the start of this article. Being at home, unable to be physically active in the way she is used to, had
precipitated her current crisis. She is strongly aware of changes taking place within herself - she is no
longer satisfied with being who and what she has been for the past 25 years, yet is uncertain of what it is that
she wants. This urge to change began in November 1994, when her feet were operated upon and shortly
after her Age Point was conjunct Pluto. She said that her husband has told her she is not the person she used
to be.
We moved on to her intercepted Moon. The issues with this for her revolve around feeling dissatisfied
about how her emotional needs go unrecognised within her family, who assume she will be able to cope,
mainly because she never asks for help or support, or if, on a rare occasion she does, she is not heard. Her
Capricorn AC may encourage her to keep everything under control, whilst her Leo Moon is hungry for
the care, nurturing and attention which she finds so difficult to ask for. I did not explore her Family Model
in great depth, although I learned from Sandra that she was closest to her Father ( Moon sextile Sun) and
that her mother disciplined her and her four sisters quite firmly (Saturn at top of chart). What was
interesting was her response when I referred to her upbringing and conditioning. She said she felt
"reined in" by her upbringing and was encouraged never to break out, but to stay safe. So another
potential area of conflict emerged in her current situation as she lives close to her family and sees them
often.
Next step
I asked Sandra to close her eyes and find an image which would express how she thought other people saw
her and would expect her to be. Her response was that this person she got an image for was so familiar, and
yet there was something about her that people didn't really know at all. I then asked her to allow another
image to emerge which was of herself as she would like to be. She found herself walking alone on a beach
with the wind blowing in her face and on her hair - the essence of this, for her, was freedom, and this is what
she feels she wants more of right now.
In the time we had together, Sandra covered a lot of ground and found confirmation for what she is currently
feeling inside, as reflected in her chart. I have no doubt that Sandra is at a crossroads, and am reminded of
the Chinese proverb, "Crisis is danger and opportunity". Sandra will come and see me again, but in the
meantime, she has decided that her "next step" ( on her painful but recovering feet) will be to take a trip
to the coast for that walk along the beach on her own, experiencing some of the freedom she seeks as
she moves through this period of her life which for her, is about danger and opportunity, transformation
and change.
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MOON NODE ASTROLOGY SEMNAR - ALICANTE - EASTER 1996
Jane Brooks, Janet Lennox, Jackie Tweddle
Day 1 - The Nodal Chart
Louise opened the morning with an explanation of evolution and its relationship with the shadow
personality and the Moon's Node. In the afternoon, Bruno explained more about the Nodal Chart, its
calculation and interpretation techniques which may be used.
The Nodal Chart holds all our archetypal experiences and is the summing up of all our past lives, not just
one particular life. We need to enlarge our consciousness, to move out of our past lives and experiences, to
rise above the polarities and find a third dimension. We can do this through love and understanding. We
need to learn to love the shadow instead of fearing it, and we need to look for the good in the Node chart,
rather than the difficulties. If our Node chart shows we had a tendency to be domineering or ruthless, we
must understand that at that time there was a need for us to be so. We must not be the victim of our
karmic experiences, instead we can learn to develop dharma, and use our creativity to shape our world.
If we live in our shadow personality we do not use our full potential and this can make our present life
very difficult. Help can be found in the position of the Moon's Node in the natal chart, as this indicates the
path we can take in order to fulfil these potentials. If a problem arises, we can then use the corrective
function of the node, and we can use the understanding gained from our past experiences to help us achieve
our goals in this life, providing we do not overemphasise these abilities.
Day 2 - Partnerships
The patterns of the past are still working unconsciously within us in our selection of partnerships. As we
enlarge our consciousness we can learn though the Click chart how a partnership will function. There are
three steps in a relationship. The first is called the Symbiotic phase, (Saturn level). It is the
unconscious state where there is a honeymoon feeling of unity and happiness, and a blindness where we
cannot see the other person properly. This signifies meeting on a superficial level where our conditioning
attracts us to a certain type. The second phase, Recognition, (Moon level) is the difficult stage when we
realise we have been looking at our partner through rose-coloured glasses. Habits start to irritate and we
may, at this point, try to change the other person, causing conflict and problems. The third phase,
Understanding (Sun level) is where we begin to see and accept the relationship as it really is. When we reach
this stage we can detach from our projections and use our will and love to accept the other person. At this
third level we can rise above our dependencies of the past and become liberated from the Moon level.
Click Charts
These show daily life and habits within the relationship. When planets from both charts share the same
House, this is called a click, and allows both partners an entrance into each other's lives. The closer the
planets are together, the more intensely they are felt. Without any clicks the relationship can still work, but
the couple will just jog along without taking any particular interest in each other, probably leading
separate lives. There has to be at least one click for interest between them to survive. Opposition clicks
between the two charts give the ability for the relationship to grow, lending it "grit", and crises within
the relationship always start with an opposition. If the opposition is not activated, the relationship may be
calm, but it will not grow.
Looking at the click chart House by House, any planet in one chart that falls into an empty House in the
other chart will be given freedom to work in that area of life without the interference of the partner. Louise
gave the example of her own 4th House Venus and Pluto; Bruno has no 4th House planets and so Louise
has free space to organise life in her kitchen and on the domestic front! Free spaces such as these can be
complementary in partnerships.
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Ego planets which click will show the problems which are brought into the relationship. If two Suns are in
the same House they will be in conflict with each other and fight for rulership. Moons in the same House
will want to give love and will be very compatible as they can adjust and adapt. Saturns clicking in the same
House will indicate a very magnetic relationship, and the partners will want to become one on a physical
level. Then they will separate, each thinking the other does not want them, or love them, until the attraction
begins again - a very exhausting relationship, togetherness with isolation. A Jupiter click in the chart is
always good as it can be used as a recovery stage, and any planet aspecting Neptune gives hope for the
relationship as Neptune carries the quality of perfect love.
Bridge Clicks
A Bridge Click chart show clicks between the natal chart of one individual and the Node chart of
another, and indicates how a relationship functions at the mental level. Bridge clicks show potential for a
higher level of relationship where there is tolerance and acceptance of the other person. Bridge clicks say
"Yes", and they can be a way out or point to a solution to a problem when a partnership is going through
difficulties.
We can use the pinning planets to show the way across the bridges towards a deeper understanding of the other
person. When the Ego planets are involved in Bridge Clicks, a willingness to start with the relationship
again is indicated. When Neptune is involved, love will remain and will always win. Friendship will
survive, even if the partners divorce. With Pluto involved in the clicks, the partnership has the potential to
be evolutionary. In summary, Bridge clicks show a willingness to understand and work alongside another
person and live a life that is whole on every level.

Bridge Click Charts are available from the API Chart Data Service, PO Box 29, Upton, Wirral L49 3AE. Tel:
0151-606-8551 Fax: 0151-605-0300
Day 3
This was the day when we sat in on the Diploma Assessments sessions for six students from the Spansih Huber
School. The sessions were translated into English by Lola Ferrer. We all sat transfixed as each student
recounted their lives and their charts in front of us all. Each was different but nevertheless very moving, and
very interesting. Much cheering and congratulations later, six new Dip. API holders emerged from the room
looking radiant! It had been a marvellous, uplifting day - a wonderful end to this very enlightening seminar by
Bruno and Louise.
Jane Brooks, Janet Lennox and Jackie Tweddle are all Diploma Course students.
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Section Three - PERSONAL ACCOUNTS - LIVING ASTROLOGY
This section contains articles written by students and tutors, based on their own personal
experiences of their chart. To hear someone talk about their chart and how they experience
it is one of the best ways of making sense of astrological psychology, and of seeing how the
chart can be brought to life in ways which are meaningful and relate to everyday life.

WHAT ASTROLOGY MEANS TO ME

Nascita Williams

Tutor Nascita Williams offers her own personal viewpoint on what astrology means for her and how it is very
real and vibrant for her in her life. Nascita was a student of the School before being awarded the Dip. API
and joining the team of tutors.
It’s the final session of a ten-week introduction to astrology down at the local community education centre, and
the participants are saying what they’ve got out of it. There’s fascination; those who’ve stayed with it are well
hooked, but what moves me is the avowal from one, “I’ve got to know myself better”, and from another, “I
know it, but when I see it in my chart I REALLY know it”.
That’s it for me, the reflective function of the chart that seems so necessary and so healing - a Moon function,
if you like. Someone asked me years ago, “What if my chart does show what I’m like? How does that help?” I
couldn’t articulate it then but she found it for herself when I did a consultation with her years later: the child in
us feels recognised and acknowledged by the world in a way that is reassuring and pleasurable, like a mother’s
greeting.
But astrology also has an important Saturnian function for me as a source of security, and a way of grounding
and preserving what I understand. I couldn’t do without my birth chart, the skeleton, the bony frame of my
self-understanding, fleshed out with experience, and which I can clothe with insights from any source. I love
having somewhere to put, as well as to discover, ideas about what makes me and others tick that will keep
them faithfully without withering or cramping them, without pathologising or idealising them. Symbols are
such capacious cupboards; so much can be stored in them and so much can be found.
Sense of wonder
From my 5th House Leo Sun I love astrology because it’s beautiful and exciting. A birth chart is an abstract
painting, a symbolic portrait - and the universe is the
artist! I don’t understand how this can be but I reliably
find it to be so and I think it’s wonderful. With Mercury
conjunct Saturn in Virgo I have an inner critic that can be
sceptical to the point of cynicism, so every time I draw up
a chart I wonder “Is this absurd?” Every time I talk to
someone about their chart some inner voice asks, “Am I
making this all up?” even as I’m pointing out the
significators that suggest the interpretation. The
rediscovery that the patterns the chart shows do manifest
in people’s lives, that charts do make sense, still gives me
real gooseflesh, even after ten years.
So in my life astrology serves important ego functions reflecting and connecting, grounding and containing,
affirming and vivifying - in its way it is Moon, Saturn and Sun to me. It also puts me in touch with
transpersonal energies, as is appropriate when you consider that a birth chart is a portrait of the human psyche and also of a moment in the life of the universe. Even that idea is mind-wobbling....a spatial picture of time!
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Transpersonal energies
I love astrology because it points to that which is unpredictable, mysterious and dangerous - life. I don’t expect
to be able to predict exactly how a transit, for example, will manifest in someone’s life; I’ll get an educated
idea but I expect life to be more inventive than my imagination and to be able to surprise me. Uranus (Sophia,
Queen of Heaven, Lady Life) rarely disappoints me. Through Neptune, I recognise that astrology can be a selfglamourising activity, a charismatic, star-spangled cloak, hiding what may be less than wholesome - and I have
often been led astray through enchantment. It’s an attractive option to mask one’s pain and shortcomings by
becoming something “special” like an astrologer, and it can be easier to say, “It’s my Venus/Mars square”
rather than ”I feel visciously jealous”. I need Neptune’s salt water of shared human pain to heal, not conceal,
my hurts.
How secretly tempting it can be to assume power not properly our own and be invasively judgmental of others:
“With a chart like that, no wonder you’re a power-crazed neurotic”, or whatever. Of course, I would never say
such a thing, but even to think it, and to hold on to the thought in satisfaction at my own superiority, is an egoserving use of information from a transpersonal source, and guard my lips as I may, the symbolism of Pluto
teaches me that such hubris will undo me - life will be served, not my own ends. I love the challenge of such
responsibility, the sense of playing for real stakes.
Personal viewpoint
All this has been about astrology in general, and here I am writing for the English Huber School’s Newsletter.
I’ll leave it to others to do justice to the Huber approach, but I’ll just finish by saying that that I would
currently be in depression, if not bewilderment and despair, if I didn’t know that at 46 one passes through the
Low Point of the whole chart, a time for inner review and reorientation before emerging into the wider
perspectives of the 9th House. I don't say it resolves all the issues or makes this time joyful, but it really does
transform the experience to be able to see, at least dimly, what’s going on, and to discern some point to it. Of
all the ways in which I love astrology for helping me to connect what is within me to what I find in the world, I
am deeply grateful for this right now.
Nascita Williams, B.A., Dip. API, is an English Huber School Tutor. She lives in Somerset.

SOME ONGOING INSIGHTS INTO MY UNASPECTED JUPITER
Nov. '93 - April '94
Sue Seymour
Sue gives the position of her Jupiter as 11 deg. GE, Mutable zone of 8th House, with her AP semisextile
Jupiter on 28th Nov. 1993.
Currently the most successful function of my tool planet Jupiter is probably the pursuit of Astrology and all
things related to it, though I still have problems integrating this into the rest of my life (unaspected planet).
Having completed the Diploma Course more than a year ago and run and couple of Astrology evening classes
last winter, I found myself this autumn questioning, - WHERE NEXT?
More recently, with some feeling of urgency, I arranged what I thought was going to be some kind of
co-counselling session with a friend to help me sort this out....what came up as I lay on the floor focussing
100% on ME for half and hour, was an escape into the twilight world of dusk, where reality lost its grip,
colours faded, and my perception changed. Dusk comes between the conscious and the unconscious;
between the "lighted field of consciousness and the ocean of dark things". At twilight our vision changes; in
the darkness we may need to use our in-sight. Can I use mine? Yes, "I am flying, I am an owl with 360
degree vision. I can look down from a great height at
everything laid out below me. I can easily see what
is happening everywhere at once. I glide silently,
observing each detail as I go. I have a different view
of life. It feels so exciting up here, with these unknown
powers or forces that I am experiencing; - I can fly! I
want to stay up here forever."
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I am reminded of my childhood passion for climbing trees: being at the top of the Macro Carper tree at
the end of the garden, swaying in the wind, looking over the house tops out to sea, all alone, singing "Over the
sea to Skye".
My eighth (psychologically ninth) House Jupiter can't resist tentatively exploring the taboo areas of life, in
an attempt to find my own explanations for why we are here and where we are going next. Then reality
came knocking. "This is all very wonderful but how can you use this? People will think you are into another
obscure notion or some 'hot air balloon ride'. You will have to make sense of this in an acceptable way; to
ground your 'vivid higher vision' in something tangible and accessible. Otherwise you are like a puppy,
squealing and barking, and chewing chair legs; your uncontrolled excitement, if expressed, will be misunderstood again." Oh for an Ego planet aspect to help me get a grip!
Listening to my Saturn (fortunately very dominant in my chart) I sat down and made lists, diagrams, flow
charts, and phone calls. Then I tried to see the situation from every angle including my higher vantage
point. I came up with the idea of further training, and two possible counselling courses. I was aware of
feeling excited. Here was something my 8th House Jupiter in Gemini could usefully get stuck into.
Age Point
In the meantime, curious about my night owl vision, I decided to check my Age Point. When I saw that I had
a semisextile to Jupiter towards the end of the month, everything started to make more sense. Jupiter/Zeus,
mythologically the sky god, lord of the wind and rain and atmospheric phenomena; living in high places
such as mountain tops, treetops, and the ether. I felt suddenly connected to my unaspected Jupiter, and
realised that this was the subject I could write an article about for the Huber
Newsletter, if only I could explain it! Looking further ahead I saw that my Age Point would be conjunct
Jupiter in the year 2000,
a month
after
the
Age
Point Crossing Point, on
23rd February. Bursting with curiosity and enthusiasm, I felt there was an urgent mission to investigate all
I could, expand my vision, of what my unaspected Jupiter could mean for me.

Reflecting on earlier Jupiter in Gemini experience: I am aware of it as a part of me that likes to "fizz" about
ideas, to problem solve with lateral thinking. The more brilliant the idea is, is usually directed to its
impracticability and obscureness to others. I have to play down and contain this part of me to get any kind
of positive feedback. So much mutability; planet, Sign, House zone, in the shadow of a Mutable House; all
conflicting with a Fixed House view of myself through the eyes of those around me. The local carnival offers
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an "anything goes" area for one of my hare brained notions....they don't always work, but I get a lot of
satisfaction from putting my crazy ideas into practice.
My Jupiter in Gemini enjoys expanding its vision and understanding in an eclectic way so that knowledge,
experience and wisdom from all sources can be drawn on....my mind is buzzing again......There are two
major problems I am concerned with in connection to doing the counselling course; how to finance the course,
and how my relationship will weather the inevitable stresses of the type of course I am wanting to undertake.
Legal contracts, shared finances, position in society, letting go of old and outmoded practices to leave
space for new ways, awareness of things that are occult and taboo are all eighth House themes. To
what depths of my personal compost heap will I have to dig and delve? What will happen when I start
airing some of that childhood dirty washing? Will people treat me differently? Will I feel socially less
acceptable? Can I negotiate a new contract with my partner that will allow for all this personal growth?
How will it affect our business partnership? Will I get a qualification that will enable me to get a job, so I
can pay back my time out and the course fees?
Christmas came and I put all of this on hold. But afterwards I found I'd lost my enthusiasm and my grip on
the whole idea. My word processor also went into early retirement refusing to even let me near this half
written article. That wonderful hold on my slippery shining Jupiter seemed to have gone - back into the
hands of the environment again. My fantasy with the whole Geminian Jupiter archetype as personified by
a young "god" who lives two doors away, had also lost its edge. I felt confused and anxious at my change of
heart about my plans. Perhaps the Kairos (the right moment for transformation) had passed. It was only a
semisextile to Jupiter, wanting to learn a bit more about how to become wiser.
Now it's April, and after a pause to allow things to process a bit, I've managed to get this article together,
with a lot of conscious mental, physical and emotional effort. Will my Jupiter be seen brilliantly
inspiring and informative? Overwhelmingly obscure and idiosyncratic? Enjoyably alive and far-sighted? Or
overbearingly arrogant and self-indulgent? - a bit of each I expect.
On reflection my mind (Sun) and body (Saturn) were ready and willing - very excited, in fact, about doing a
counselling course, but emotionally (Moon) I am far from ready to risk so much, and those eighth House
concerns still fetter and secure me.
Having let go of my counselling course schemes for the time being, I turned my attention to another major
project which has been gathering dust for a year or more in the back of my mind. I am devoting all my
spare Jupiterian energies (at 11 deg. Gemini I can't just switch them off!) to the designing and construction
of a three-dimensional birth chart. A brilliant tool for helping people have fun exploring their birth chart
potential. With my new wings, who knows where I'll be flying in the year 2000?
Sue Seymour, B.A., Dip. API is a tutor with the English Huber School. She lives in Devon.

A STEP TOWARDS THE NODE

Sheila Smith

In 1994 I attended "Astrology 1" - one the "Face to Face" workshops - and at the end we were asked to sum
up briefly the most significant thing that we had learned during the four days. My lesson was "It doesn't
have to be perfect" - a statement that my Virgoan Saturn is still muttering about under its breath!
This lesson was the result of the exercise where we were asked to choose an aspect pattern in our chart, and
had three or more people act out the parts of the planets involved in the pattern whilst holding ribbons of
appropriate colours and lengths to represent the aspects. When our chosen pattern was acted out, we stood
in the centre of the 3-D ribbon aspect structure in order to experience it fully. I chose my Irritation
triangle of Mercury conjunct Neptune, semi-sextile Saturn, quincuncx the North Node (which is also
opposite Neptune). This pattern was represented by three people, because although the conjunction is
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four degrees apart, I cannot separate the planets. The Mercury/Neptune conjunction was therefore played by
one person. We were asked to choose a situation where our chosen aspect pattern, formed by the planets
involved, become activated. For this exercise, the situation I chose was writing a poem, a rare event which
perhaps I should try to do more often!
The poems are, to me, the gifts of Neptune; I just have to find the words (Mercury). They come in their
own time and the temptation (in Libra) is just to enjoy them in the "unshaped" form in which they arrive.
But, sometimes Saturn raps my knuckles and I write some words down. While it is the irritation from
Saturn which makes me actually do something, its placement in Virgo makes it very fussy that they
should be "just right". Not particularly that they obey the rules of poetry (I don't know them) but that the
words should "sing" and satisfy me perfectly.
Doing the exercise the first time around Mercury conjunct Neptune was so confused she was almost reaching
screaming point - ideas from all directions with Saturn telling her to get on with it but also that it wasn't good
enough! But perhaps the most telling - I had my back to the North Node all the time. Well, it isn't an energy
point after all, so it seemed right. But I learned otherwise! The second time around, having had this pointed
out to me, I did turn to look at it and listened to all the messages. And because I could hear the North
Node, so could the planets. Mercury/Neptune heard its softly spoken "You can do it", and Saturn heard
the firmer "It doesn't have to be perfect". The result was that the confusion of Mercury/Neptune diminished
and I really felt I had learned something.
At the end of the four days we also had to make a statement about something we were going to do as a result
of what we had learned, and I said that I would complete a poem which I'd started some months previously.
Well, it did take me a few more months - Neptune gives it to me in a hazy, nebulous state as befits that
planet - feelings and beliefs rather than words, and not all at once! It takes time, with the discipline of
Saturn and the skill of Mercury to express it as words. But here is the poem that I promised - it isn't perfect,
but with the North Node in the 9th House opposite its creators it should surely be shared.

TIME, THE GREAT ILLUSION
Time stands still,
A moment lingers soft and slow.
The sound of sea, the dark of sky,
the warmth of wind - who am I?
Each moment precious, the next more so,
yet somehow they fade, they go.
A minute on, a year gone by.
Time stands still,
It speeds on by.
We cannot choose the way it goes,
Days of sorrow, days of bliss,
boredom, joy, life's made of this.
Some flow by too fast to grasp,
Some fade slow so sad to go.
Time stands still,
It slips on by.
Sound of sea, dark of sky,
warmth of wind - Yes, this is I.
Sheila Smith is a Diploma Course student. She lives in Avon.
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PLANETS IN ACTION

Annabel Burton

A few weeks ago I had to go to the Bank and parked in the most convenient place so that could quickly nip
in and out, but it happened to be on a yellow line. Needless to say, a traffic warden was approaching my car
when I got back to it, so I immediately put my Venus conjunct Moon sextile Mercury to use by sweetly
apologising, play-acting the role of helpless
female, slightly unaware of restrictive lines on
roads. It worked, and he let me go.
A week after that, the same thing happened again!
Same place, same traffic warden. I
said,
"We can't go on meeting like this!" and thought
he would book me for sure this time, but again
Venus conjunct Moon sextile Mercury came to
the rescue (simultaneously I am learning though
Jupiter that it is not a good idea to park in this
particular place.....!). But the feminine charm
went into overdrive - I even told him that he was
an excellent traffic warden, and so efficient at his
job (mentally using my Mercury as he probably
gets so much flak from the general public that it
would make a nice change for someone to treat
him like a hero!).
So my Venus responded to his Mars in quite a devious and probably low level in order for me not to part
with a huge fine which I can ill-afford (maybe Saturn is at the bottom of it). I have not parked in that place
since!
Annabel Burton, EHS Dip. Astrol. is a former Diploma Course student. She lives in Cheshire.

THE BATHTUB
The overall description of this aspect pattern suggests that there
is a lot of sensitivity in this figure, but it may come across as
defensive behaviour and go hand in hand with irritability
directed at people or situations. There is a tendency to "get
into hot water" with this pattern, and the owner may be very
curious. They may try to hide in the tub but this may not work
as there is no red or blue cover, only the green quincunx which
acts as a semi-permeable membrane, creating a feeling of
vulnerability, which in turn will provoke irritability.

MY BATHTUB PATTERN - A PERSONAL VIEW

Elisabeth Heathcote

A "Bathtub" dominates my chart. The square aspect stretches from the 2nd House North Node to the 4th
House Jupiter, and the outside quincunx from 11th House Mercury to 7th House Uranus. It echoes the rest
of my chart which is of Fixed motivation and with a high proportion of green aspects. I experience the
security motivation of this figure, but the excess green urges me to upset the status quo from time to time
which feels uncomfortable. There doesn't seem to be enough blue to hold the figure steady. The figure
seems to manifest in the following way:
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I find that I take certain contentious situations, usually concerned with close relationships and friendships,
and feel compelled to take a stand on them. I seek to act on the truth as I see it, and fail to foresee how
others may react. I cannot seem to leave the situation alone as it usually involves injustice, deceit or
untruthfulness. I speak out and/or act courageously, often based on thinking ahead of its time, seeking
to solve the situation, but it is often misconstrued by others who may see me as simply rebellious or
unconventional. By speaking out or acting in this way I tend to take the law into my own hands
somewhat and expose myself as a ringleader, troublemaker or scapegoat, getting myself hurt or into trouble,
often jeopardising my position, name, job etc.
I am surprised at the reactions of others and can get very hurt. I feel very vulnerable and am defensive about
what I've done or said because it was right in my eyes: I have made a stand for truth, I've been true to
myself and acted from my ideals, which others have seen and criticised. Thus, I tend to trust others too
much, sometimes confiding in them when they are not trustworthy, laying myself open to criticism or
retribution of some kind. I am often unaware of the "hot water", even danger, that I am getting into.
There is a secret quality about the workings of this figure for me. Once I have decided on an action I want to
take, I don't want others to be "in" on the thought processes which will lead to the action. There is a tension
built up and I am snappy and irritable and defensive about what I’m planning to do. I want everything to
appear alright from the outside. I don't give others the details of the inner processes in case they throw
spanners in the works. I want to present a finished "dish", not have people watch me cooking! This
works against me, though, because I expect others to accept the result without following any of the
reasoning. All in all, I experience this figure as one of periodic discomfort and of considerable
vulnerability, but also of growth. So much green at least gives the possibility of awareness of what is going
on and thus the chance to guard against some of the less-welcome repercussions.
Elisabeth Heathcote lives in Dorset. She wrote this when she was a Diploma student with the School

MY MOON IN CANCER IN THE 9th HOUSE

Jeremy Cooper

The planet I feel most in contact with is the Moon, perhaps because it is at the very highest point of my
birth chart, in the uppermost layer in my consciousness. But it wasn't always like that. Up until two years
ago I was not aware of the influence of the Moon on my inner nature. The trigger, I suspect, was the
passage of my Age Point over the Moon in 1992, which seemed to highlight and bring to life my
awareness of the Lunar influence. Now the Moon sails high in my chart for me, navigating the waters of its
own Sign, Cancer, where the qualities of sensitivity and self-protection are emphasised. In Cancer,the Moon
hangs on to the past and on to memories, and sensitises emotional needs.
What a dilemma! Are not men stereotyped as being persons who don't show their feelings and emotions,
who by tradition are not deeply concerned with house and home? Men are supposed to be directive and
not reflective, to reason and think without attached feelings. There was a time - of less than ten years ago when I was asked how I felt about a particular situation, and I was absolutely lost. It never occurred to me
that feelings should be considered, let alone my feelings. I could not give an answer. When I was asked if I
was happy, my reply would be, "What has happiness got to do with it?"
My emotional responses to situations were internalised through disowning and denial, by pretending they
were not there. The blockages of energy were internalised and went on to produce a variety of symptoms
and inner pains. A little knowledge, a few years, and an exploration of my inner self have changed things
for me.
It is almost as if I have given myself the permission I had been seeking to find my true self, and
acknowledge the "female" qualities of my inner nature as symbolised by the Moon in Cancer, and integrate
them into myself. And I've been strong enough, too, to do that without loss of my masculine Ego - without
losing face.
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In so doing, a point of internal balance and harmony has been achieved, a state where happiness and
wholeness becomes almost tangible because in accepting that change, so the outer and inner worlds are
aligned and where once there was tension, now there is accord.
Therefore inside, in my inner nature, I now feel at ease with Moon matters and Cancerian topics, with
emotional needs and feelings, with concern and caring, finding the understanding and strength within me to
allow my Cancerian Moon to shine brightly. I can let my Moon out to play, allowing the child within me to be
seen. I feel that in my past this was not possible, but I also feel that now as an adult I can reconnect with "the
child that was never allowed to be". But all this needs to be learned - to know how to play, to sing and dance,
and most of all, how to hug!
Now I can talk of the past with my feelings and emotions, reliving the memories of youth and childhood,
captured in photos and postcard collections. The memories of the past are in the present and as vivid in my
mind as the day they happened. I can talk about inward journeys to the soul, about journeys into religion,
psychology, fantasy, mythology and of course, astrology. There are the outer journeys as well, like journeys
to India, Thailand and Indonesia. But how it is in reality is quite different to how it is experienced inside
me as a feeling and emotion. For me, that is my reality.

I can talk about trips to the movies and the theatre, of my involvement on an emotional level with the
characters, and about how the tears flow with sadness and happiness. I can speak of my sensitivity, of my
urge to flee and hide in my shell in the face of conflict until the storm is over. I can talk about the
domestic and protective side of my Moon nature, about preparing meals for the family with my chef's hat
on, and about locking the doors of the house twice over and checking once more.
I feel that at this particular time in my life, I have connected with my feelings, and with my Moon nature. I
would like my denied Moon to be disowned no longer, and to come out for a new beginning........because it's
good to learn once again how to sing and dance - and most of all, how to hug!
Jeremy Cooper is a Diploma Course student, and he wrote this as part of an assignment whilst studying the
Foundation Course.
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THE CAKE

Cathy Birch
What is it, behind this veil, is it ugly, is it beautiful?
Is it shimmering, has it breasts, has it edges?
I am sure it is unique, I am sure it is just what I want.
When I am quiet at my cooking I feel it looking, I feel it thinking
Is this the one I am to appear for,
Is this the elect one, the one with black eye-pits and a scar?
Measuring flour, cutting off the surplus
Adhering to rules, to rules, to rules.
Sylvia Plath

I cannot make cakes. Hefty fruit ones, yes - but not light spongey ones that are supposed to rise. No matter
how hard I try, the result is a miniature ski-slope with nasty burned edges. My son makes superb sponges with
gooey fillings, and took on this job for the family. Unfortunately we now live 200 miles apart, so he was
unable to help me when the postcard arrived from one of my closest friends, celebrating her 50th birthday in a
caravan on Dartmoor and deciding at the nth hour that she would take me up on my offer to help with the
catering. “All taken care of,” she wrote, “except for one item...” and you can guess what that was - a
chocolate one, no less - with no way of contacting her to explain the dilemma. Why didn’t I just buy a cake?
Well - if she had wanted a bought cake she would have bought one. It must be important to her to have a
homemade cake...so I reasoned, piling on potential pressure and stress.
I have several neighbours who are very good at cakes but, despite my going from house to house in a most
pleading manner, nobody was available. One had her “Whole family descending any moment”, one had just
returned from a gig in Blackpool and had a month’s washing to do, one had a meeting - but lent me a tin. This
was unheard of in our little village. We always muck in when somebody needs something - but this time I was
on my own, reverberating with powerful echoes from childhood. All the grownups were too busy. I felt totally
abandoned and hated everybody. My Moon was in for another growth experience.
Saturn, in practical and kindly mood, tried to
calm me with the assurance that if I followed
the recipe exactly, nothing could go wrong.
“That’s what you think,” my Moon said. “Trust
Saturn,” Venus said. “Do exactly as she says,
and all will be well.” “And anyway,” the Sun
said, “it’s a long time since you last tried.
You’re older and wiser now. Have a go.”
So I looked at the recipe. It seemed reasonably straightforward. I started measuring out the ingredients...and in
came Uranus. “This is just a boring old chocolate cake,” she said. “Nothing special really. Now how about that
super hazelnut one you made a while back. If you used the same recipe but added chocolate...” “Oooh yes, “
my Moon said. “Then everyone will say how unusual it is and want the recipe.” Saturn and the Sun left at this
point, I think. “You’ve always got to be different haven’t you,” Saturn said rather sourly as they departed - or
was it one of my sisters?
Anyway - in my excitement, I managed to burn the hazelnuts and had to start again. I then followed my
successful hazelnut recipe exactly - as Saturn had advised - except that I added a large bar of dark chocolate
and half a tin of cocoa for good measure. Then I discovered the baking tin was the wrong size. I went to all the
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neighbours again. Nobody had one suitable, so I used the one I had, hoping for the best - mistake number two.
By this time, the kitchen was extremely hot and streaked with chocolate, and so was I. It was all beginning to
feel horribly familiar.
The Volcano
The recipe specified 50 minutes baking time, but by 30, I could smell burning. The cake was more than
cooked. Rather than the usual ski-slope, it resembled a volcano - a smoking mound, sloping down to thin-andcrispy edges all round. “Why does this always happen?” wailed my Moon. “Confused question,” Jupiter said
rather pompously (considering the lump of chocolate on the end of his/her nose) “But in this case, what has
happened is undoubtedly the result of a reduction in depth, due to your employing too large a tin.” That rather
killed the conversation for a while.
By the time the cake cooled, Saturn and Sun had returned. “Just cut off the burned edges,” the Sun said
kindly. “You’ll still have a decent-sized cake in the middle.” I did - but the decent-sized cake was like aero dry and full of large holes. “That’s because of the cocoa powder,” Saturn said. “Why didn’t you follow the
recipe like I told you?” “Not a helpful remark at this stage,” the Sun told her. “But remember it for another
time,” Mercury added quickly, “Yes - thank you Mercury,” said the Sun, “but what we need to think about at
present is the fact that 15 people are coming to this party. The shops are shut now, and will be until 10
tomorrow because it’s Sunday - for which I take no responsibility - so it would seem we are unable to make
another cake.” “Oh NO!” wailed the Moon (unable to face making another one anyway).
“So make this one into a novelty cake,” cried Uranus, pirouetting across the kitchen and executing a pas de
chat pres de chat (who quickly left through the cat-flap). “It looks like a volcano, so decorate it like one. Very
appropriate for a 50th birthday - hot flushes and all that - and it will explain the rather pumice-like interior. No
offence.”
“Cosmic, man!” chorused Neptune and Jupiter - who seemed to have got hold of something dubious while
Saturn was out. “Seems like a good compromise,” said Venus.
There was a sudden flurry of activity within the cake itself, and Mars erupted from the top of the newlydefined volcano, with a resounding war-cry. “Yeah - we’ve cracked it!” “And I don’t mean the top of the
cake,” he added, landing on the work top in front of me. “Have you noticed - all this potential stress, and
you’ve dealt with it. No hysterics - no migraine....” It was true. Apart from the odd streak of chocolate, there
were no physical manifestations. I had even forgiven the neighbours.
“Splendid,” declared Pluto rising from the ashes of the Raeburn - which had almost gone out while everyone’s
attention was elsewhere. “A dire situation has been transformed into something of true and lasting value - not
to mention a dire cake. No offence.”
“There’s learning here somewhere,” said Jupiter, a little blearily to Neptune. “Magical thinking, comes to
mind,” said Neptune, also sounding a little slurred. “Cath thought that the acquisition of some maturity and
insight in certain areas would somehow enable her to make a cake with no change in her earlier behaviours.”
“Mmmm,” agreed Jupiter. “And this thing about being different. She forgot the fact that you can't go straight
to Uranus without spending time with Saturn first. You’ve got the master the basics before you can move away
from them. But not everyone knows that.” “Exactly,” said Venus, handing out the black coffees Saturn had
made. The Moon had a wonderful time slapping Betty Crocker chocolate frosting all over the cake to make a
volcano. Uranus, Neptune and Pluto must have got together overnight and decided that - since the original
impetus for making the cake was love - it deserved a miracle, because the next day the volcano cake was
somehow neither dry nor hole-y. It was smooth and moist and absolutely delicious.
Cathy Birch, EHS Dip. Astrol.lives in Devon.
She wrote this as part of a Diploma Course assignment.
42

Section Four - ITEMS FROM “ASTROLOG”
These items first appeared in “Astrolog”, the magazine of API Switzerland, and have been
translated into English by Agnes Shellens.
THE MAN IN THE MOON.....OR THE MOON IN MAN

Bruno Huber

This article was first published in German, in “Astrolog”. It was translated into English for the English Huber
School and has been published in the AA Journal.
“I am a man, indeed an emancipated one, and I cannot stand people insisting on making the moon the
sole preserve of women. As if they had a monopoly of feelings! I, in my case, have feelings too, and I am
glad I do.”
These are the words of a man who is tired of always being sensible, srtong-willed and efficient, who would
like to have someone to lean on once in a while, to have someone’s shoulder to cry on. He is expressing a
problem that I have encountered as a consultant and therapist time and time again - over a period spanning
many years and ever more frequently. I have also found, on the other hand, that more women are attracted to
“soft”, sensitive, intuitive men.....
It is clear from this that the way on which men and women perceive their respective roles has changed
profoundly in our times, and is still changing! And so, it seems to me about time for us to try and acquire a
fresh understanding, in line with changing circumstances, when evaluating our astrological significators,
observing the maxim that that one should not “pour new wine into old bottles”. Our new wine is a new type of
human being, one that is to lay the foundations of a new era.
Anima and Animus
During the earlier part of many years of searching for valid definitions of astrological elements, especially the
planets, I kept “stumbling” over the Moon. As long as I took my bearings by the literature that was available, it
simply defied precise definition when it came to emotional responses, contact problems and adult perceptions
of their roles. According to C.G.Jung, who long remained for me the alpha and omega of psychology, we are
concerned here with the interrelated themes of ANIMA and ANIMUS. The problems of human cohabitation,
particularly of man and woman, always turn out in the end to be causal parental problems. Through its parents
( or their substitutes), a child is given its first, and thus formative, example of the role images of man and
woman, father and mother. And their behaviour towards one another ( role playing) is preserved in the
adolescent’s psyche as the “matrix” of the partnership. We are under the influence of the unconscious
(fulfilment) drive to realise this matrix, whatever joy and suffering, pleasures and problems it may entail.
Models
This illustrates how important the roles played by the parents are for every human being in, incidentally, all
sex-determined functions of adult life. It therefore seems particularly important to be able to pinpoint the
guiding factors of father and mother in a personal horoscope. Classical astrological literature suggests that
information on paternal influences should be taken from the position of the Sun. Even if other variants are
proposed in this connection (10th House/4th House, for example), it is possible, with the Sun, to arrive at a
good definition of the child’s experience of the father. However, when we start taking the Moon as
representing the mother, we find ourselves up against problems of scanty, vague material and continual loose
ends. Some of the more gifted astrologers nonetheless succeed in giving really good advice, in the case of
partnership problems, for example. But it is quite clear that they make up for the missing parts of the picture
with their shrewed observation of human behaviour and a strong dash of intuition. With all due personal
respect to such astrologers (we have some famous examples of such cases), it is my view that astrology as a
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science (which ought to be based on criteria that are established, hence can be applied by others) has failed
here.
The unsatisfactory state of affairs will persist as long as we cling to the traditional notion of the SUN-MOON
pair as Father-Mother/Man-Woman. Nor is the contribution of psychology without its problems. Here, too,
Jung’s polarisation opposing Anima and Animus is widely applied. Jung, in fact, expressed in psychological
terms what astrology has maintained throughout the whole of the patriarchal era, i.e. that the Sun represented
the masculine principle and the Moon the feminine principle. This concept is now inadequate - it is too narrow,
as shown by Erich Neumann, a disciple of Jung. (He was sharply remprimanded by the master as a result,
although constructive criticism is not a negation in itself). Neumann extended Jung’s duality to form a trinity.
To father and mother, he added their natural goal, their primary functional vocation: the child, which is, in the
final analysis, what gives the parental partnership its central meaning. He elevated the child to the status of an
independent principle, restoring to it, through this return to the original, natural three-form, its intrinsic value.
He made it free to be itself, and not, as before, just a copy of the parents.

The mediaeval view: Sun, Moon and Saturn on the Tarot cards (from “Le veritable Tarot de Marseille”, A.
Camoin, Marseille 1760)
Family
Incidentally, this concept is nothing new. It is found in theses and living examples dating back to prepatriarchal times. In the fourteenth century BC, for instance, the “revolutionary” pharaoh Ikhnaton publicly
displayed the trinity of the family by having himself driven through the city in an open carriage with his wife
and children, and “fooled around” with the children in the sight of all, which was considered a “shameful” way
to behave at the time. Children were never supposed to to appear in their roles as children as they were merely
“incomplete beings”, hence just subjects to be trained for their future adult roles according to the parental
model.
Another, specifically astrological, example is the way the Moon was defined in those times. In the matriarchal
civilisations of the Near East, such as Babylon or Egypt, the term “receptiveness” keep recurring, but never the
notion of fertility or fruitfulness. The latter can only be found with certainty in connection with the Moon at
the (very patriarchal) zenith of Greek civilisation. The Babylonians, on the other hand, attribute fertility to
their equivalent of Saturn. He ( or she) is the Earth Mother, the fruitful earth, the city as the refuge of man, etc.
It is, of course, quite clear from the very meanings of these terms that receptiveness and fertility are two
different things. Human beings “per se” can be receptive ( to love, for example), but only women can become
literally fruitful as a result. And even a receptive woman does not necessarily become fruitful.
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The Moon
It was in the concepts of “receptivity” and “child” that I finally found the first serviceable tools with which to
begin redefining the Moon. It was Neumann who put me “on to the scent” as his definitions of the child lent
themselves so precisely to all possible positions of the Moon in personal horoscopes. And consistent
transposition of his logic made organic sense again and again. What is the child’s true state of consciousness if
we divest it of the projection of adults?
The newborn child does not, to begin with, have usable mental apparatus at its disposal, only the potential
(predisposition) of an intellect that is, admittedly, very willing to learn. But it does have something that it can
put to use immediately, namely a taut awareness of the senses: sensitivity ( excitability) and receptiveness,
hence impressionability. From the very beginning of its existence, it is overwhelmed by the sensory
impressions of being touched, smells and colours and tones that stream in upon it from the outside world, and
by the physical sensations within its own body when eating, digesting, excreting. And it already experiences
desire for what is pleasant and fear of what is unpleasant.
And the child expresses its feeling of wellbeing or unease in relation to its environment unmistakably. This is
where the learning processes very definitely comes into play. It is quick to discover how the environment can
be manipulated so as to tilt the balance in favour of pleasurable experiences. Here, we find the state of
consciousness that we still encounter in the position of the Moon for an adult, only infinitely more
differentiated.
The New Interpretation
In his Moon, every person is a being of subjective sensitivity that perceives itself through what befalls it
through the environment and its own body. And, as a Moon, I thus judge subjectively in terms of pleasant or
unpleasant, likeable or disagreeable. These judgements are nourished by experiences and I become aware of
them as feelings of inclination and disinclination, love and hate, joy and sorrow, pleasure and pain, etc.
And so, we could give the following definition:
The causal “per se” attributes of the Moon are sensitivity and receptiveness: an enquiring ability to feel as an
instrument of ability to learn. The abilities at the disposal of an adult human being, however, consist in the
main of an immense number of conscious contents which derive from this instrument and which are, in the
final analysis, subjective judgements that have sprung at one time or another from actual experience. We call
these feelings........
The Feeling Self
These very personal feelings are, in a sense, everything to us. They regulate our dealings with the outside
world, our whole experience of contact. Above all, feelings are what enable me to choose (sense), from the
wide range of possible contacts, those who will bring me the least discomfort and the most joy, pleasure, the
positive qualities of life, understanding and love. And, just as, when a very small child, I first perceived
myself through sensations of pleasure and discomfort, now, as an adult, as a "self", I am completely at home
in this world of feelings. However, in this feeling self, my consciousness of my own value is absolutely
dependent on confirmation from my environment. That is the reason for those much-denigrated, but
inevitable changes of mood.
Throughout one's life, the outside world plays a substantial part in the development of the feeling self - first
and foremost in childhood and youth come the parents (or substitutes to whom the child relates). The
relationship they form towards me will determine the direction in which my feelings develop, hence my
subsequent ability to relate to people or my sociability, both qualititatively and quantitatively.
Consequently, when trying to interpret the position of the Moon in an adult's horoscope, we shall discover
many traces of parental influence. As the mother (or substitute) usually has the predominant and most direct
influence, right from birth, through the early years of the child's life, we can indeed see how the definition of
the Moon can also, in part, but not necessarily, be one of the mother.
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Mother
The old interpretation: Moon = Mother is not, then, completely wrong. It does remain a "segmental"
imprint of the experience of the mother in the child's impressionable psyche. And this impression can
vary, depending on the intensity of pleasant experiences, and depending on "problem pressures"
emanating from the personal mother.
The Moon is not, then, the womanly mother herself, but only, in part, a reflection of her, ie. the reflection
the child eagerly absorbs as a structuring influence. But in the same way, the Moon, neutral like a child, must
also be able to bear paternal "imprints", if the father comes sufficiently to the fore. In a horoscope, this is
easily verifiable when the Moon has direct aspects to the Sun. This is probably most apparent in the
full and new Moon positions, which always show a marked, direct paternal influence. They show as clear
a connection with, and dependence on, the father as the long-known Moon-Saturn conjunctions and
oppositions show a connection with the mother.
Saturn
The child experiences itself in the Moon. It experiences the father in the position of the Sun. And where does
it experience the mother? In the position of Saturn! The central role of the mother is that of nourishing,
protecting and teaching about the realities of life. These definitions fit in very well with those hitherto
applied to Saturn, if we leave aside the "evil-doer" reputations.
The frequently used counter-argument that goes: "Yes, but where are maternal affection, warmth and
tenderness?" is an emotional argument more than anything. It derives from a conception of the mother
which, in its exaggerated, glowing depiction of Virgin Mary-like devotion and self-sacrifice, was intended
to make women's subordinate, one-sided role palatable to them as time goes by.
Indeed, where this affection is a characteristic trait of a mother, and this is by no means always so, it
can be traced back to this mother's own "Moon need", her need, for example, for reciprocated tenderness. In
this way, the child experiences the mother's moon too, and not only the practically and naturally necessary
mother role of Saturn.
Paradigms
In the earlier civilisations on earth, we had a matriarchal mode of life. Then, we had an era of patriarchy
lasting for two or three thousand years, depending on the culture concerned. While both were necessary
stages in the development of mankind, they also resulted in considerable one-sidedness hence severe
hardships for the opposite sex concerned. They were also marked by an intolerant, dualistic way of thinking
in which behaviour, continuously directed solely towards order and security (Saturn) or success and power
(Sun), could repress humanity (Moon) at any time. Nowadays, people everywhere speak of a change in
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paradigms as something that is becoming a prerequisite for any fruitful advance by mankind.
Astrologically speaking, we had the Saturnian and Solar paradigms. We must overcome the one-sidedness of
the Saturn-Sun duality and error of the Sun-Moon polarity. The solution certainly lies in the development of a
form of consciousness that incudes the Moon, properly understood, as a third type of experience and
recognition, possibly one of childlike naivete but one that is spontaneous, curious, organic and integrative.

ASTROLOGY OF THE MOON'S NODES - THE INNER GUIDE TO OUR
EVOLUTION
Bruno & Louise Huber
This article is a summary of a book which was published in German in 1991, and in English in 1995 under
the title “Moon Node Astrology”.
The Astrology of the Moon's Nodes owes it existence to years of research which was inspired by our need
for a wholistic approach to horoscope interpretation. It gives answers to questions which have occupied
mankind for aeons of time, questions concerning the meaning of our lives. Now it is a basic scientific fact
that the type of answer which we find is very much determined by the type of question we ask in the first
place, and that of course applies to astrology, too. It is obvious that questions concerning psychological and
spiritual problems call for a methodology quite different from those which restrict themselves to good luck
and material success.
Many more people are now turning to a study of astrology because life no longer makes sense when it is
judged by standards acquired in our daily routine at school and at work. We now hope that astrology will
widen our horizons and also free us from inner and outer compulsions. A study of astrology does indeed lift
our level of consciousness, and helps us to transcend the former limits of our thinking. And the astrology
of the Moon's Nodes is an especially fruitful approach; it helps us recognise our roots, gives us a new insight
into our inner reality and enables us to come to grips with it. It provides recognition of underlying existential,
karmic, fated conditions, it offers an overview, synthesis, and clarity. It delivers us, step by step, from the grip
of the fear/desire polarity, and gives us the will to work for positive growth. It makes us aware of the
interweaving of the inner and outer, the higher and lower, the microcosm and the macrocosm, and encourages
us to view the whole of life from a transcendental, a cosmic point of view.
The vexed question of Time
Working with the nodes from an esoteric standpoint can also give us a new slant on the vexed question of
Time. By viewing mankind's development over several millenia, by fathoming the purpose and meaning of
this process, we gain an enhanced historical long-term perspective. And it is a salutary thought that, as an
integral part of the whole of mankind, we can look forward to many more centuries of potential growth. The
moment we accept the possibility that we do in fact possess an immortal soul which, throughout countless
incarnations, has participated in this evolutionary surge, we need no longer be plagued by thoughts of our
ephemeral nature. This dissolves some knotty problems, puts them into a wider perspective: a bird's eye
view replaces our blinkered vision. It leads straight to a feeling of being involved, to an allinclusive feeling of love, to the up-to-date attitude of "not-only-but-also". It is the way of thinking of the
Aquarian Age which is thus furthered by nodal astrology. It leads us way beyond the restrictions imposed by
space/time and the old-fashioned adversarial either/or attitude, which was so divisive in the past.
For a holistic understanding of Life we have to consider the overriding reality of cosmic laws and at the
same time remain aware of the importance of the details, the minutiae which make up our daily existence.
Esoteric Astrology
The astrology of the Moon's Nodes is an essential part of esoteric astrology. It is an expansive concept which
deals with the entire universe, including everything within it, excluding naught. That's why it is such an
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enormous area of study - we'll never come to the end of it. The astrology of the future will have to build more
and more on an ever-deepening understanding of cosmic laws if it wants to convey an all-inclusive picture of
Nature, of Mankind, our World, of the whole Universe. It can be thought of as being the ABC of the cosmos,
as providing the key to all-encompassing, limitless knowledge. A skilful interpretation of astrological charts
teaches us to work with symbolism and it leads us to appreciate our inter-connectedness. Our lives are
interwoven with other dimensions which go way beyond our everyday consciousness. More than any other
philosophical system, esoteric astrology leads us to the fundamental principles underlying all existence. It
asks the fundamental question of all philosophies: What makes the world tick? And its answers speak not
merely to our reasoning faculties. Therefore this type of astrology gives us vastly more than a mere cookbook approach to the fate and condition of individual people.
New Needs
The last few decades have seen an enormous surge in our need to see ourselves as a small but integral part of
the entire cosmos. Traditional astrology tended to consist of a series of detailed pronouncements. But now we
more and more look for a holistic approach. We are looking for an esoteric content and context. In fact
many people study astrology specifically to gain added insight into their spiritual potential. They want to
find out about their karma, and about the direction which they have to follow in this life. They want to work
for inner growth, and to remove misconceptions and avoid blind alleys. As long as they feel they are on the
right track, they gladly accept the need for periods of sacrifice, cleansing, crisis and transformation. That's
where nodal astrology is such a help. Clearly only an integrative method of chart interpretation could provide
answers to the questions posed by depth psychology: "Who am I? Where do I come from? Where am I
going?"
In the past astrological expertise consisted of an enumeration of outward symptoms. We tried to prove
everything by referring to a set of rules which were combined and recombined according to our hopes and
fears. But modern astrology asks the question "Why?" It checks its veracity against the reality of our actual
lives and points to principles which reflect our true nature. Such astrology is for grown-ups only, for people
who dare to form their own opinions and go their own way. It gives us increased knowledge, so that we can
detect root causes of inappropriate behaviour, so that we can stop making the same mistakes over and over
again, and learn instead to do better in the future. A comparison of the nodal and natal horoscopes highlights
the deeper meaning of apparent tragedy, and shows just what we might learn through it. It also helps us to
understand other people better, and to offer them constructive help in their hour of need.
The Nodal horoscope
By working with both the nodal and the natal horoscope we can sense the potential of synthesis which
facilitates the integration of the personality, and this applies equally to the client and the therapist. By
examining the nodal chart in a therapeutic setting, it is, for instance, very easy to have a good look at our
shadow personality. Using only the ordinary psychological tools at our disposal this could be a long-winded
and wearying process. With astrology it is much easier and quicker, and less aggravating. In the nodal chart,
trained and enlightened counsellors can point to meaningful connections and deeper causes way beyond the
concepts of analytical astrology. Based on the theory of reincarnation, we can probe questions of the person's
growth potential and thus throw some light on the purpose of Life in general, and this life in particular.
Integration of the Shadow
In our long years as teachers and counsellors, our students have assured us over and over again that it gave
them great comfort and help to examine their nodal position and their nodal chart. It enabled them to accept
themselves in their entirety, and to widen and deepen their level of consciousness. Those that were familiar
with esoteric thinking could now detect the roots of their present problems in previous lifetimes, which made
sense of many situations that had previously appeared quite meaningless. Their understanding increased by
leaps and bounds, and they achieved a degree of transformation and individuation which was far more
lasting and far-reaching than could have been achieved by a mere character delineation based on examining
their innate strengths and weaknesses.
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THE MOON'S NODE IN THE TWELVE HOUSES

Louise Huber

During the last few seminars on the Moon's Nodes I have tried to encapsulate in a few short phrases the
meaning of the positions of the North Node in the natal horoscope. In Zurich, in the last seminar, the
students were most insistent that I should publish these sayings in "Astrolog" because they are easy to
understand, are likely to be very useful and don't appear in our book on the Nodes, so now I am
conceding to this request and am giving a few short key phrases for each House position.
To recap, the North Node symbolises our growing point. We can see in it an indication of our greatest spiritual
and personal potential, and are well-advised to work with it consciously and deliberately. There is great
energy and drive in the nodal axis, from South Node to North Node. The North Node is our potential
step forward; the South Node is backward-looking. They are the Jupiter and Saturn points. In order to make
the best possible progress to achieve our potential, we first have to deal with the effect of the energies of
the South Node which is always trying to hold us back. That is why my key phrases are expressed in
"black and white", dualistically, in an either/or fashion.
To begin with we are not asked to achieve a synthesis of the opposing meanings. We have to acknowledge
the pull of the ensuing struggle. In our book, "Moon Node Astrology”, we have dealt in detail with the
long term aim of effecting a synthesis of these conflicting energies.
The Growth Potential of the North Node through the Houses
1st House. The greatest benefit is gained by achieving personal independence and no longer relying on
the support of other people.
2nd House. The greatest benefit is gained by a calm acceptance of our own worth and abilities and by
relinquishing any need or desire for other people's means and possessions.
3rd House. The greatest benefit is gained by learning from and through other people without
proclaiming our own views as being valid ones.
4th House. The greatest benefit is gained by acknowledging the importance of the family, by being content
with our origins and putting aside all cravings for power and recognition.
5th House. The greatest benefit is gained by our readiness to take risks and experiment without being
unduly anxious about losing out or losing face.
6th House. The greatest benefit is gained through dedication and involvement with our work, through
serving all manner of people and concerns and after overcoming any craving for solitude or isolation. The key
concept is to get on cheerfully with fulfilling our daily tasks.
7th House. The greatest benefit is gained by being totally absorbed in shared ventures, marriage and
other partnerships, after overcoming all tendencies to self-seeking and self-absorption.
8th House. The greatest benefit is gained by breaking our preoccupations with material possessions and
certainties, by overcoming all fear of loss and change and when we have learned to "Render unto Caesar
what is Caesar's" and to God what is God's.
9th House. The greatest benefit is gained by developing our own thinking, making and standing by our
own decisions, travel and study, after learning to abandon any need to follow in other people's footsteps.
10th House. The greatest benefit is gained by realising our own aims, becoming a self-made person,
overcoming the restrictions imposed by family traditions and ambitions after renouncing the craving for a
quiet life and home comforts.
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11th House. The greatest benefit is gained by choosing our own friends, finding groups of like-minded
people and working for the effective implementation of ideas after overcoming our urge to "go it alone" and to
indulge our personal whims.
12th House. The greatest benefit is gained by making good use of solitude, to work for inner progress,
improve our inner life and spirituality after overcoming the need to always be active and involved because
we reckon that the world could not cope without us.
(Translation note - in the original article, the phrase at the start of each of the descriptions of the
12 House is "Der Aufstieg", meaning literally "up-step". Agnes has translated this so that it reads, "The
greatest benefit is gained..." but says that this could equally well be translated to read, "We make the
most progress..." The intention embedded in "Der Aufstieg" is that we should cooperate with the direction of
the North Node energies in order to get the most from them.)

THE GALACTIC CENTRE AND THE GREAT YEAR

Bruno Huber

The Galactic centre is of great significance, especially for the type of astrology that concerns itself with
man's soul. But it plays a most important, enlightening role when we discuss the nature of the Great Year,
although this fact has so far been disregarded. In the following article I will try to deal with this point.
Precession
Traditionally we only use a single well-known point of reference when we want to measure the Great
Ages: the shift in the position of the Spring Equinox. The "Precession of the
Equinoxes" is caused by the oscillations of the Earth's axis, which in turn cause the progressive displacement of the total visible firmament in relation to the Zodiac as seen from the earth and as
determined by the orbit of the Sun.
This shift is very slow. Just one degree in approximately 72 years. It is therefore quite natural that the
astronomers/astrologers of antiquity were unaware of it for a long time. It was only at the time when
astrology was being practised more or less in its present form (in approximately 400 BC the first
personalised horoscopes were calculated), had this movement of the stellar bodies been observed with any
certainty, and could be calculated precisely. At that time, the Spring Equinoxial point was at 0 degrees the
fixed star Hamal, at the beginning of the constellation of Aries. In other words, on the Spring day when night
and day were of equal length the Sun was observed to be between the Zodiacal Signs of Aries and Pisces.
And it was at this time that the methodology was developed to express astrological data by means of the
symbolically meaningful Zodiac. We can safely assume that the sages of this epoch thought long and
hard about the phenomenon of precession, and decided by trial and error which of the two possible
Zodiacs was the most effective.
Age of Aquarius
Meanwhile, the first point of Aries has moved backwards through the constellation of Pisces, and
now has almost reached the beginning of the vast area in space designated to the Zodiacal Sign. Actually, it
will take 3,743 years to traverse the entire region and only then, in about 1,300 years, will the Piscean
Age come to an end. And this of course highlights one of the problems raised by the study of the Great
Ages: whenever people discuss the coming of the Age of Aquarius, they talk in terms of 12 epochs of equal
length, roughly some 2,200 years, 2,151 to be precise! But this is an assumption of dubious value when you
consider how unequal in length the celestial areas are through which the first point of Aries has to move at
its own steady speed. The difference is very marked indeed! The shortest constellation, Cancer, stretches
across 21 degrees 07 minutes of celestial arc and can be traversed in 1,514 years, whilst it will take all of
4,017 years to move across the constellation of Virgo, 52 degrees 12 minutes of arc, giving a crossing time
for the first point of Aries some 3,743 years! So what are we to make of all those ages of convenient
equal length which are so dear to literature and are being proved historically with such elegance and
ease?
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Quite apart from the minor detail that astrologers can't even agree amongst themselves just when the Age of
Aquarius will actually start - or has indeed started already - is it conceivable that vast numbers of authors
have simply been wrong right through the centuries? Or that they rearranged or revalued historical data in
order to fit in, like it or not, with their preconceived notion of regular epochs? Quite honestly, this doesn't ring
true to me.
But it is obvious that astrologers haven't grasped one salient point. For centuries they have assumed the first
point of Aries to be moving along our Earth's Zodiacal belt, and have calculated the Ages accordingly. I
would suggest that it is a fatal error to assign the first point of Aries to the Earth's Zodiacal belt, and to
expect to then to move at a measured pace from one Zodiacal Sign to the other within an equal span of time. It
seems to me to be vastly more appropriate to measure the precession of the equinoxes not against the
movement of our Sun, the Solar Zodiac, but against the actual constellations of the fixed star, far out in
space.
Cosmic Ages
Arthur Schult, in his two volumes entitled "Astrosphie", deals at great length with the question of Cosmic
Ages. He sums up his research findings as follows: "In consequence of the precession of the Equinoxes the
poles of the earth's axis point in varying directions of the celestial sphere, and come full circle within the
time span of some 25,960 years: and therefore one twelfth of this period, ie. 2,160 years, is equal to one Great
World Month within this Great World Year." And here comes his conclusion: "With the tilting of the Earth's
poles the first point of Aries appears to be moving backwards along the ecliptic, and spends 2, 160 years
within the Zodiacal Sign of 30 degrees. Just as the rotation of the Earth around its own axis brings about the
roughly twelve hourly change from day to night, just as the earth's orbit around the Sun brings about the
change of the seasons, and can be divided into 12 monthly periods, so the mighty rhythm of the precession
of the equinoxes combined with the rotation of the Earth's axis around the pole of the ecliptic allows
us to distinguish between the various phases of man's cultural development on Earth. Each Great Month of
2,160 years responds to a great cuural epoch, which we can survey from an historical vantage point.
Galactic Centre
It is clearly a mistake to measure the movements of the point of a rotating system (such as the first point of
Aries in the Zodiac) within a framework of its very own system, as the entire system moves roughly at the
same rate. Obviously, in order to measure this movement adequately we require a point outside and beyond
this primary system of reference, such as the circle of fixed stars forming the constellations, light years away
in cosmic space. But there is another point of reference which throws new light on this question. Instead
of the first degree of Aries we can use the Galactic Centre as the hand of the cosmic clock. It, too,
moves in obedience to the same laws which move the first degree of
Aries,
the
spring
point,
unerringly through the constellations. Only - in the opposite direction. And
this
motion is measured by means of our Earthly, ie. astrological, Zodiac with its equal, 30 degree
divisions. We are not dealing here with two different types of motion, rather with the same type from
different points of view and different ways of calibration. The motion
of
the
Galactic Centre allows us to deal with regular time spans. Within the galactic system of reference the
completion of a full circle of the precession of the equinoxes requires 25,815 years. We call this a cosmic
year, or a World Year, or a Platonic Year. And a cosmic month therefore consists of 2,151 years. And a
cosmic day of almost 72 years. To be precise:
1 World Year =
Great Circle =
1 cosmic month =
(1 cultural epoch =
1 cosmic day =
(1 life span =

360 degrees
25,815.5 years)
30 degrees
2,151.3 years)
1 degree
71.71 years)

Therefore from a cosmic perspective, man is like the may fly which lives for one day.
But first we will have to refer back to personal horoscopes to enable us to think more clearly and effectively.
We need to consider two topics relevant to this theme: 1) the zero points in the Zodiac, ie. planets at 0
degrees of their sign, and 2) the Galactic Centre and its meaning within the individual horoscope.
51

Both these points have proved themselves to be highly meaningful in personal horoscopes even though they
are cosmic concepts, beyond the confines of our solar system, and they go way beyond the framework of
traditional individual astrology. Astrologically speaking, the zero point of the Zodiac, 0 degrees Aries, is the
area of contact with cosmic space, open to the influx and receiving of cosmic energies, the door from the
cosmos to our subjective, earthbound human existence. It is the very same point which, by its very
movement, demonstrates to us the reality of mankind's cosmically determined cultural epochs.
On the other hand, the Galactic Centre lies way beyond our mere human and earthbound spheres....the
directing energy-centre of a gigantic all-encompassing system, the Milky Way....within whose
magnitude our tiny solar system with all its astrological attributes is just a tiny speck amongst millions. It
is an entity in universal space of whose life form and composition we can have but a mere glimpse, a mere
notion, although we are a living part of it. Therefore, in our solar Zodiac, it acts somehow like the Finger of
God, which points out to us the convoluted Path through the Zodiac back to Him. That's why every cultural
epoch (such as the Age of Sagittarius or Capricorn etc.) has its own concept of God, and of our divine
potential.
When we reduce both these points to the narrow confines of our own horoscope we can liken the zero point
to our individual Ascendant, and the Galactic Centre to the position of our Sun. I'd now like to give you
plenty of space to reflect on all these new ideas - cosmic space, of course!

SOME NEW ASPECT QUADRILATERALS

Michael Huber

To interpret quadrilaterals means to make even better use of the aspect picture. The API method uses
only 7 aspects which are multiples of 30 degrees because the conjunction is no figure; the other 6 aspects
can between them form 12 different triangles, and altogether 29 different quadrilaterals.
For quite a while now, 15 quadrilaterals have been used in the API course in Switzerland and abroad. Until
now, the symmetrical and complete quadrilaterals have been defined and worked with. I am now
presenting you with some which are mainly asymmetrical. The method of interpretation is based on the
analytic and systematic experiences which have been gained with the already known quadrilaterals, and
depends on the basic interpretation of the form, colour and quality of the aspects. The new names were
created from a special meditation in which I collected together all the information, impressions and
experiences of the past.
Definition and differentiation
A quadrilateral consists of 4 planets, has 6 lines and contain 4 triangles. When we want to arrive at clear
definitions and names for the quadrilaterals, and also to check our assumed knowledge about them, we must
always determine first of all how it works out in reality. The self-same quadrilateral can present itself in
very different ways in different individuals, depending on whether it is presented in extroverted or
introverted form, whether it's an important part of the chart or only a small detail of it.
Psychological approach
In an extroverted quadrilateral, which is formed by having at least 2 of the 4 planets near or at the cusp of a
House, we can detect quite concrete effects and we can question the person concerned comparatively easily.
The fewer other figures there are present in the chart, the more unequivocal we can determine the function
of this particular quadrilateral. But if, on average, the 4 planets are in introverted positions (ie. near the Low
point) then we have to observe the person concerned more closely and over a longer period of time and
ask more searching questions to find out what the effect of this particular quadrilateral might be. We may
often obtain explanations expressed by our feelings or by our visual imagery.
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The person has more or less conscious control over these abilities, can report about them and give concrete
examples. A weak quadrilateral is irregular and contains gaps and forking.

Fig.1(a)

Fig.1(b)

Fig. 1(a) shows 2 or 3 of the 6 lines are weak ones, or (b) a diagonal is missing. That means there are only 2
triangles being formed.

Fig.2(c)

Fig.2(d)

Fig.2(c) shows one of the corners is spread out through a conjunction, and (d) one side is double, crossed over
and not closed.
The Fixed protective nature of the quadrilateral can only manifest in particular situations, and it requires more
time or develop. Sometimes the results seem to be stable but sooner or later they crumble to bits or they have
been forgotten. The motivation to achieve something permanent is overlaid by the urge to keep on developing
and to let go of the old. If other Fixed elements in the horoscope try to prevent this the person can develop
compensating mechanisms. It is much rarer to determine useful definitions which can be used for research and
the experiences of the people concerned are often only clear in the latter half of their lives.
Pseudo-quadrilaterals and Pulsars
They themselves contain some Fixed motivation and produce the change over to the Cardinal and Mutable
motivation. They do consist of 4 planets, but in our sense of the word they are not quadrilaterals. Even so, they
show some typical common ground with their rhythmic and consistent efforts. Pseudoquadrilaterals are 2
triangles which have one line in common. In Fig. 3, one of the sidelines, therefore it is not a complete
quadrilateral. In such cases, we should make sure whether the missing side could possibly be allowed as a
goodwill aspect.
If this is the case, then the figure counts as a weak figure. If this is not the case, then the figure produces a
dynamic and adaptable rhythmic effect, and ability to adapt to change, or the creative faculty to always do
something in a different fashion. It’s like a “flip-flop” pendulum from one triangle to another. The motivation
is Mutable but even so there is some Fixed energy around.
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In the Pulsars, 2 opposing lines are missing. What remains is a figure of eight with 4 lines ( see Fig.4). The
example given here is named the Runner by Bruno. The perpetual figure of eight has the effect of the
proverbial tramlines on our behaviour and produces typical repetitive patterns of thinking. This characteristic
makes no permanent impression on others, and it seems likely as if they only serve the person him or herself,
but she does affect other people insofar as she gives them stimulating impulses. It’s very difficult to control
this figure consciously and that is why we often find displacement maneouvres, leading to nervous tics. It has
Cardinal motivation because it stimulates other people, but the perpetual element of it is, of course, Fixed
energy.

The Megaphone or Microphone
(A colloquial word is used here which may mean either). This has 1 red line, 3 green and 2 blue.
Perfected examples are found in the charts of John Lennon and Jacques Cousteau, and the weak ones with
Peter
Gabriel, Janis Joplin and Roman Polanski.
The Megaphone (literally translated as "whisper bag") is a name which has several interpretations.
As a Megaphone, you talk quietly into the narrow end and the voice all of a sudden fills the room. The
other
way
around,
it's
like
an
ear
trumpet, which, in older times, was used by people hard of
hearing to help them hear better. On the other hand, it could be the
receptacle for whispered words, in order to preserve a secret.
The Megaphone is restricted to one half of the horoscope
because of the opposition, and therefore belongs to the group of
half quadrilaterals. When interpreting these quadrilaterals, it's very
important to define the half in which the figure happens to be.
The Megaphone would be very sensitive in this particular area of the
outer world, and appear to be gentle and artistic - blue/green. On
the other hand it appears unapproachable or hard. With this
quadrilateral, the person belongs to those who get a lot of
information out of communication and who examine it for its value
and veracity.
The other point of the form is very noteworthy; it reminds us of a paper aeroplane or wedge. Therefore the
figure makes a dynamic impression - it's quick like an arrow and gives a calm and well-balanced feeling of
security. It doesn't rest on anything and takes with it what it needs. On one side is a planet that can direct
its faculties via 3 colours, therefore using intelligence. For instance, it can manipulate other people or
bring them to a point which appears important and right to the person with this pattern. The planet at the
point of the Ear/Eye, which has 2 green aspects to it, means that from this point, mental qualities
dominate the activities of the quadrilateral. But the outer world can make itself felt through tailored
information which manipulates and creates dependency.
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The aspects have the qualities of Mercury (2), Venus (1), Jupiter (1), Saturn (2). Mercury and Venus
enjoy small things; Saturn and Jupiter are more serious and interested in greater development. As all three
intelligence functions are present, learning prevails over the ability to enjoy the small things in life.
The Animated Quadrilateral
This has 3 red aspects, 1 green and 2 blue. Perfect quadrilaterals are found in the charts of Sammy Davis,
Maurice Utrillo, Vincent van Gogh and Neil F. Michelsen. Weaker examples are found in the charts of
Helmut Kohl, Rudolf Steiner and Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec.
The name of "The Animator" contains the classical
description of
a
woman
who
arouses the
animalistic, and who is the instinctual night club
hostess. But also in the profession of animator, this
definition is appropriate. In cartoons he draws all the
movements
of
the figure
in
very
precise
individual
pictures that require imagination, patience
and diligence. The more classical definition of an animator
is to bring into movement something which up until
then was stationary, quiet. This can happen on the soul as
well as on the mental level. Repressed feelings can become
reactivated
and called into consciousness. Thoughts or
memories can be awakened.
Interpretation
This quadrilateral is also a half-quadrilateral. The opposing points show a strong either/or attitude. That
means it can quickly change from agreement to rejection. It is oriented towards achievement and prefers
to accrue substance and to create form rather than to communicate. On one side is the skillfully
manipulated well-drilled part - it is red outside and blue inside. On the other, smaller, side - blue/
green - is harmonious listening. This combination can give the person a certain respect which he can use to
dominate others.
The motivation or urge is to get things done and be practical with the energies and skills, like the proverb
"Success never comes easily". These people want to work constructively on existing circumstances and
change them. They want to be in control of all the materials. Quite apart from the red point it gives a stable
impression and the appearance of a domed building in which people can feel well looked after. The planet
with blue and green aspects gives the counter-pole to the red triangle. It is very sensitive in situations
which contain tension or contradictions. These people continue to learn from the swing of the pendulum
between achievement and enjoyment, between give and take, and professional and private life, in order to
turn this learning to practical use.
In this quadrilateral the 5 types of aspect have the quality of Mercury (1), Venus (1), Jupiter (1), Saturn (2).
That means the balanced intelligence combines on equal terms with emotional energies. From this we can
conclude that the personality can manifest itself intelligently on the emotional level and can control the inner
drives.
The Provocative Quadrilateral
This has 3 red, 2 green and 1 blue aspect. A perfect example of this is found in the chart of Telly Savalas.
Weaker examples are found in the charts of Konrad Adenaur, James Dean, Stanislav Grof, Richard
Llewellyn, Yoko Ono and Fritz Perls.
In general usage, provocation means to call out somebody, but this is only half the story as it
depends who or what is intended to be provoked. There is more energy given to understanding and to the
ability to recognise the weak points of other people. If they are provoked through the person with this
figure in their chart, then he is going to declare himself responsible for this and will act like an advo55

cate. In this way the quadrilateral can easily become dominant or make itself indispensable.
“Pro" means to be for something here, to fight for a particular thing against opposition. What's special
in this case is that this person authorises himself and can bring things into the open which are normally kept
dark and hidden.
Interpretation
This quadrilateral wants to effect achievements which are based on
thinking. With the blue line we can accumulate assets in the
shape of knowledge or experience, evidently only inasmuch as
it serves our own personal advancement. The combination of red
and green makes the person rather nervous. This person will
spurn pure enjoyment and will always find something that isn't
quite right because of the inner unrest. Sometimes they concentrate on one particular task to the exclusion of all else; because
of that they should not forget from time to time to question their
own ignorance.
The directed will is the motivation of this particular configuration and because of that it may be difficult to
avoid what this quadrilateral wants to achieve. In conversation this person may like to interrupt with mere
conjectures because of their own insecurity, caused by the quincunx. This can easily be a bit impudent and
almost manipulative, following the dictum that attack is the best defence. On the whole, these people seem
to be keen to tackle difficult tasks by putting too much emphasis on unimportant details, by being too serious
about some aspects and by making mountains out of molehills, apparently to increase the learning process.
The types of aspects have the qualities of Mars(2), Saturn (2), Venus (1). They will therefore first structure or
will create form with intelligence and a degree of empathy. It can appear very provocative when a particular
structure is advocated as being rather agreeable (Venus and Saturn). These people know a lot and they make
the most of their knowledge is an aesthetic and colourful way.

Michael Huber is Bruno and Louise’s son. He works closely with them at API, Switzerland in their teaching
and research activities.
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Section Five - FACE TO FACE
Our annual Summer School - “Face to Face” - has been running since 1989. “Face to
Face” was at first non-residential, and took place in Totnes, Devon. For the past six years
“Face to Face” has been a residential event, held each May/June at The Beacon Centre,
Exeter. It offers students from all over the world the opportunity to live and work together
and bring the astrological psychology they are learning to life. Many friendships are formed
during this time, and a lot of deep learning takes place. Here are three very different
personal accounts from students of their own “Face to Face” experience.
FACE TO FACE: A QUANTUM LEAP

Caroline Buck (South Africa)

In April 1993 I travelled from a sunny and hot South Africa into the heart of the Devon countryside in
England to participate in 15 days of the "Face to Face" seminars held by the English Huber School.
The country lanes around the farm where we stayed revealed a profusion of Spring flowers from
primroses to wild orchids, but as far as I was concerned it felt like mid-winter. Much of the time the sky
was grey, icy cold winds blew and it rained, and it rained......
However, the warmth I received during those two weeks will remain in my heart forever. One of the
hallmarks of the Huber School is the feeling that everyone belongs to a huge family. The seminars were run
by four of the School’s tutors. These facilitators skilfully created a safe space in which it was possible to
risk - to take a chance in discovering and being oneself. The rewards were total acceptance, caring, sharing, a sense of freedom and, most of all, love.
The atmosphere of the Beacon Centre, Cutteridge Farm, where these residential seminars were held,
contributed to the relaxed and peaceful mood. Here too, the evidence of an approaching Spring was
everywhere. Around the farm were baby chicks, ducklings, lambs and even Vietnamese Pot Bellied piglets!
This year for the first time, "Face to Face" was divided up into four parts, covering experiential
psychosynthesis, counselling skills and practice, astrology, and finally putting it all together in
astrological counselling. So, we had the option of attending only one part or more as we wished. I didn't
count heads but there were about thirty people participating in each module of "Face to Face", but only four
of us were (some say) foolhardy enough to do all four parts.
However, being one of the four, I feel that it was one of the best decisions I ever made. Naturally, most of the students were from England, but there were also people from Norway, Sweden,
Denmark, France and two of us from South Africa.
We worked from morning until late at night and, apart from pure learning and developing skills, we did
everything from astro-drama and dance to meditation and guided imagery. It was intensive, challenging,
exciting - there was laughter and there were tears - but it was worth every penny!
Although we were there to work and learn, the most special part of the whole two weeks was the love given
freely among like-minded friends, the courage displayed in taking that risk......and the sharing.
However, the culmination of the two weeks was somewhat scary - counselling actual clients in an observed
situation - but we survived!
We did have a little time off between each part of the seminars, when we explored the surrounding
countryside and, of course, the local pub! The whole trip for me was a growth experience. I discovered
my "child" - even had a day out at the seaside! It was cloudy and cold but we walked along the beach,
laughed and played, had candy floss and ice cream - and I bought a lilac coloured teddy bear, which
reminded me of the shy little girl I had once been! We found a gaily painted caravan and "Madame Rio" who
did everything from "Astrology, tarot readings, and palmistry to crystal ball readings"!
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I went for country walks and revelled in the beauty of nature, splashed through puddles, and felt
the sheer joy of just being alive. In addition, I went back to the village where I was born - nothing had
changed, it was like a time warp. I met old friends and met many new ones. I even made friends with my exhusband!
The whole experience resulted in a major shift for me personally and I felt revitalised, regenerated reborn! Thus, during an impromptu party held on the last night of "Face to Face", I changed my name
form Carole to Caroline. For me, this marked the "first day of the rest of my life" and brought with it a sense
of completeness - synthesis!
It seemed appropriate somehow that the next morning the sun was shining, the skylark singing, and
Spring had truly arrived!
Caroline Buck, Dip. API, is an English Huber School Tutor. She lives in South Africa

THE BEACON CENTRE - MAY 1994

Gill Addison

At the end of "Face to Face" Part 1 - Psychosynthesis, each member of the group shared three aspects
of their experience of the workshop which had special meaning for them. Gill expressed hers in the form of a
short poem.

Wrestling and wrangling with sub-personalities
Acting them out and into reality
Caring and sharing, loving and giving
Expressing all fears, risking and trusting

Walking so purposefully, seeking the spaces
Striding out wilfully with bright happy faces.

Gill Addison is a Diploma Course student. She currently lives in America.
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BEING AT "FACE TO FACE"

George Kavvouras

It is 7.20am. Richard and Joyce rush into my room for a hug of love. I jumped in my bed looking
desperately at the alarm clock, assuming it was 9.30am and the group were waiting for me in the Beacon
Room. Thank God, that was not the case! The next morning when they came to my room I was more awake
and was able to pick out the words "It is not so hard to handle difficult things" from the music cassette they
were playing. Nice to start your day with such a message.
The morning surprises are not over. Another morning, I pulled the curtains as soon
as I awoke to let the sunlight keep me awake. Looking through the window I was
face to face with one of the Vietnamese pot-bellied pigs who live on the farm. I can't
say who was more surprised - him or me!
Surprise was a common experience for me in the 4 modules I attended. The
strongest came from my visualisations, expressed in my drawings. The
unfolding meaning of the image had a resonance deep within myself. How do others
see me? A castle! How do others want me to be? A cascade! How is my Saturn as a subpersonality? A
friendly cobra!
What qualities
am I
developing in my life right
now? A Knight! What quality am I incorporating in my life now? Power! These were some of the
most striking images, yet it was hard for me to believe that my life is running along the
lines indicated by these messages. From the guided imagery we did in the psychosynthesis module, I had a
strong feeling that I had made a contract with myself in order to adopt, understand and develop these
qualities.
All four modules were great. A lot of emotional energy created a strong bond between us all. We shared a lot
about ourselves. I talked about my fears and I talked about the things that made me happy, but I never felt I
was overexposing myself. I liked acting out other people's sub-personalities for them, and liked seeing my
own enacted. I enjoyed people's creative expression throughout the whole four modules, and noticed the
different inherent intelligence in every person there. It was a good feeling to see that we were individuals,
every one a genius in his or her own way, working towards our own particular goals, appreciative of each
other. I can see now that we are the seed of an ideal society.
I got a deep, experiential understanding of the Huber method. Richard, Joyce, Val and Sue were very skilful
in guiding us. Thank you, you guys! I was inspired by Richard's sense of humour, and Joyce offered us each
a personal message at the end of the workshops. Her words were so lovely, I was ready to cry but my Saturn/
Moon opposition protected me!
Life at the Beacon Centre is marvellous. Basil and Wendy have created a place of peace, and their
vegetarian cooking is delicious. My favourite place was sitting by the fountain watching the formation and
dissolution of the bubbles - there's lots more I could talk about!
I flew back to Greece after the workshops, having stayed overnight with someone who had been on the
psychosynthesis module. His house is close to Gatwick, and the next morning, dressed in black leather with
a red helmet, he led me to the airport through the country lanes, on his wife's motor bike. When I was
airborne, an image popped up in my mind. I was led to the gateway out of England by the black and red Knight
of my visualisations!
George Kavvouras, Dip API, is graduate of the English Huber School. He lives in Greece.
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH HUBER SCHOOL AND HOW IT CAME
INTO BEING. . .
This article was was first published as an Editorial in the 10th Anniversay issue of the Newsletter
The English Huber School was "born" on June 8th 1983 at 12.30 pm in London at a meeting between
Richard Llewellyn and Pam Tyler, where the decision was made to write some material for English
speaking people who were interested in the Hubers' approach to chart interpretation.
1993 marked the year of the School's tenth birthday, and it also marked the 25th Anniversary of the founding
of API Switzerland, and the third birthday of the Spanish Huber School. Our congratulations were sent to all
who are involved as students, tutors and friends of the School and of API Switzerland.
A birthday is a time of excitement, celebration, of looking back and looking forward. As part of our Tenth
Birthday Issue Newsletter, we included a summary of the School's history and background, and as this will
have interest for our current students, we have included this in our second Digest of Newsletters.
In Spring 1981 Richard Llewellyn had resigned from his work in industry having decided to practise as an
astrologer, tutor for the Mayo School, and also work on material which he was recording as a series of audio
tapes for teaching astrology. In the autumn of that year he met with Pamela Tyler, an American astrologer
working in London. Pam was in Devon, and staying with Richard and his wife Alice, to run a weekend
workshop in a "new" approach to chart interpretation - the Huber method - which Pam had encountered at
seminar in Switzerland, run by Bruno & Louise Huber, earlier in the year.
The workshop generated much enthusiasm and Pam encouraged Richard to go to Switzerland the following
year to attend another 5 day introductory seminar which the Hubers were to run in Sarnen following the
first Astrology World Congress in Zurich at Easter. Feeling that the "traditional" approach he was teaching
was sterile, he made the decision to go and, in Richard's words, it turned out to be the turning point in his life.
For him the psychological approach, originally conceived some 20 years earlier whilst Bruno & Louise
were working with Italian psychiatrist Roberto Assagioli in Florence, suddenly gave purpose and meaning to
astrology.
Bringing the material to a wide audience
Although this seminar was in English the Hubers normally taught only in German at classes held in their
home in Adliswil and Pam and Richard felt that their psychological approach deserved a wider audience.
They talked this over and at a meeting in a Knightsbridge pub in London on 8th June 1983 made the decision
to found the English Huber School and write some very simple material which students could build on
themselves. Amongst the decisions which were agreed on at the meeting was that, during the course, students
would work on their own chart as well as that of their tutor and a friend who was well known to them.
With hindsight this was probably an important ingredient which greatly contributed to the successes which
the School's Diploma Course has achieved.
Pam and Richard discussed the content of the Lessons which each agreed to write. This would entail
acquiring a deep understanding of the Hubers' approach, since Bruno and Louise taught verbally and
there was no material available to translate. The English School Manuals would have to be created from
nothing, and this mainly entailed editing notes made at various opportunities to meet with the Hubers at
their home in Switzerland and at seminars which were subsequently arranged for them in England.
Core Group
The initial stages of this project did not work out quite as planned since Pam was accepted a student at Law
School in Florida and became immersed in her studies there, so Richard was faced with the task of creating
the teaching Manuals himself. At that time, he and Alice were holding periodic meetings in their home in
Totnes, Devon, attended by a small group of astrologers who had become interested in the Huber
approach. Richard invited these early devotees to become involved with the new School and it was from
60

these people that the first School Council was formed. They became an integral part of the early years of the
School acting as a sounding board for the writing that Richard was doing and some, including Val Burnham,
Suzanne Deuter, Marcus Mason, Jonathan Powell, Joan Swallow and Brian Vickery, made valuable
contributions to the content of the teaching manuals.
The work of creating the first set of teaching manuals, a Diploma Course in Astrology, was a larger task than
originally envisaged and wasn't completed until the end of 1984, the first student being enrolled in February
1985. Bruno and Louise came to England at Easter that year and ran a 5 day seminar at Dartington in Devon,
as a result of which the School enrolled more students. In the years that followed School Council members,
who also became the first tutors, ran workshops introducing this new approach to astrology and chart
interpretation in various locations in this country, as well as English speaking countries overseas. Almost
inevitably there was an enthusiastic response, whether from beginners or from those who had been practising
as astrologers for years, and so the School grew.
New Courses
Richard eventually decided that a Foundation course was necessary for potential students who had no
previous astrological knowledge, so he wrote the three Foundation courses which are still being used.
Over the years there have been many evolving changes in the Courses and an increasing emphasis on the
need for astrologers to be able to acquire counselling skills to work with their clients and this is the
path the School continues to follow today. Didactic seminars have progressed to experiential workshops
and these have become an integral part of the School's teaching. They have also provided an opportunity
for students to meet and get to know one another in depth, contributing to the development of the strong
"family" feeling amongst students and tutors.
Focal points Worldwide
Thanks to overseas students a number of focal points for the Huber's approach have been created abroad,
in particular in Canada with Sira Beaumayne and in South Africa with Yvonne Taylor, whilst Rosa
Sole, who qualified through the English School, translated all the teaching Manuals into Spanish and now
runs the Spanish Huber School from Barcelona. Although supported by the English School it functions
autonomously and now has over 100 students. So it was that in 1993, with the new School Principal, Joyce
Hopewell, who took on this role in 1991, now holding the reins, we celebrated our 10th birthday at the
same time as the Swiss School celebrated its 25th anniversary and the Spanish School its 3rd birthday. Happy
Birthdays and Many Happy Returns!

.

. . AND AN UPDATE ON WHERE WE ARE NOW!

That was written in 1993, and 5 years on, at the end of 1998, there continues to be change and improvement
within the School, as this is an organic organisation!
The School has been a member of the Advisory Panel on Astrological Education (APAE) since 1987, and has
been actively engaged in providing, promoting and supporting high quality astrological education for the past
15 years. Tutor Sue Cameron attends regular APAE meetings in London, and has twice held the position of
Chair on the Panel.
In 1994, the APAE introduced a registration and monitoring scheme for Foundation Courses offered by it’s
member Schools and astrological organisations. In 1995, Foundation Course “C” was registered with the
Advisory Panel on Astrological Education, and was approved by them as meeting the standards required for an
Introductory Course in Astrology.
The APAE are currently preparing a similar registration and monitoring scheme to include Diploma Courses,
and the School will be participating in this when the final details are announced.
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In January 1997, Foundation Course “C” was awarded external accreditation by Merseyside Open College
Network, which is affiliated to the Open College Network. The Course gained accreditation up to the
equivalent of “A” level standard, and is available through Burton Manor College, Wirral. The Course is run
over three residential weekends, and in addition to tutor contact, students will undertake home study and will
be required to produce a reflective diary/workbook at the end of the course for assessment purposes. Ongoing
assessment is an integral part of the residential weekends.
The English Huber School has been running one-day and weekend workshops at Burton Manor College for the
past 6 years.
Our Diploma Courses have undergone changes too. In October 1993, a major revision of the course material
was made and additional material was added. The Diploma Courses were again updated in April 1998 when
more new material was included.
Our Foundation Courses have all benefited from revision, and important updates, new material and different
assignments have been added to these over the past few years.
If you read the Foreword, you will know that the School’s Newsletter, which began life back in 1984 as a
single A4 sheet publication, has now grown and evolved into a magazine-style publication called
“Conjunction”, and is published twice yearly, in January and July. The third volume of the Digest ( somewhere
way down the line and into the 21st Century!) will draw upon the articles that are generated by students and
tutors as they each make their individual journey of self-growth, exploration and personal discovery travelling
the path of astrological psychosynthesis.

CHART DATA SERVICE
The API Chart Data Service provides a fast, accurate and comprehensive service which caters for the needs
of most astrologers, and especially for those working with the Huber approach. The charts are of exceptional
quality and are certainly amongst the best available anywhere. Full size colour charts can be supplied on art
quality paper or on acetate for use with an overhead projector.
For full details contact:
API Chart Data Service, PO Box 29, Upton, Wirral L40 3BG, England
Tel: 0151-606-8551 Fax: 0151-605-0300
e-mail: r.llewellyn@btinternet.com

A FINAL THOUGHT. . . . .
“Love from the centre is objective: it is self generating and without fear. It is impregnated with intelligent
comprehension, leading to adequate action. It frees the people it touches instead of binding them with guilt or
expectation. It is bountiful and extends itself courageously into the unknown. Love springing from silence of
the Self penetrates the outer shell, revealing the essence of the object loved.”
Roberto Assagioli ( unpublished)
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