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to 9.30 pm. At the end of the day we socialised and 
partied, sometimes dressing up in improvised costumes 
representing the planets, often singing and letting our 
hair down. We all learned a lot and the astrological 
psychology taught in the courses was brought to life in 
a meaningful way. Bruno & Louise gave seminars here 
too, the most memorable being Astrology and the Seven 
Rays, which a dedicated team of transcribers turned into 
a book.

Times changed and people changed. Single en suite 
accommodation was requested so Face to Face moved 
to Buckland Hall in the Brecon Beacons area of Wales. 
It was very grand, with a wood-panelled dining room, 
a sweeping staircase and several large group rooms for 
us to work in. Students from the Spanish Huber School 
founded by Rosa Solé, a student and participant at the 
early workshops in Totnes, joined us at times.

I can’t close without mentioning the visits that 
students and tutors made to the home of the Hubers in 
Adliswil, Switzerland. Located in a beautiful area close 
to the hills around Zurich, these seminars at the API 
Centre where it all began were always a joy to attend, 
even though things sometimes went wrong. On my first 
visit, I and other fellow students were locked out of our 
hotel for hours when we arrived, as no-one was there to 
let us in. On another occasion, an unfortunate student 
who had brought his tent to camp in the Hubers’ garden 
had forgotten to pack his tent poles. Louise, true to her 
Cancer Moon, said he could bed down in their spacious 
basement, where their magazine Astrolog was produced. 
Most memorable was the barbecue Bruno and Louise 
always prepared for us. Intensive concentration and 
astrology were set aside as we talked into the warm 
summer night, sitting in the summer house. Very 
often the evening would end with a sing song. I often 
wondered what their neighbours thought of it all!

Times changed again and life seemed to speed up. 
People were busy and less keen to attend residential 
workshops, so Face to Face was discontinued as more 
instant communication and access to information 
became available via the internet. One thing, though, 
is for sure. Bruno’s vision for the future, that there 
would be “Lots of little API’s” all around the world has 
and is coming to fruition. Rosa Solé’s Spanish school 
was the first offshoot of our own UK school. Her 
graduates are teaching the Huber Method in Spain and 
South America. API Switzerland has transformed into 
two German-speaking schools. The Huber Method is 
well-known through our courses and books across the 
English-speaking world. Here in Europe our graduates 
are teaching their own groups and classes, with a new 
course set for the autumn in the south of England. We 
really do continue to move forward, and after 30 years, 
that is something to be proud of, and to celebrate.

1983 was a good year for British 
astrology. With Jupiter and Uranus 
conjunct in Sagittarius for most 
of that year, three new teaching 
organisations were formed: the Centre 

for Psychological Astrology, the Company of Astrologers, 
and our own Astrological Psychology Association. With 30 
years of the Hubers’ Astrological Psychology now out 
there in the world, carried forward by the enthusiasm 
and good will of the tutors, students and graduates who 
have studied with APA, this is a good time to pause and 
have a short burst of nostalgia.

A few significant things come to mind about the 
early days of APA. It was still known as the English 
Huber School back in the 1980’s, even though its original 
title was API (UK), as agreed with the Hubers when 
the school was founded. Some of you will recall with 
fondness Bruno & Louise’s early seminar workshops at 
Dartington College in Devon and the Froebel Institute in 
London.

1989 saw the beginning of the annual Face to 
Face training workshops. Astrology was booming and 
attendance was high. These events were held first in the 
Natural Health Centre in Totnes, a town which already 
had a reputation for being at the forefront of the New 
Age movement. Totnes buzzed with amazing shops 
– health food stores and cafés, alternative bookshops. 
The Health Centre was good venue but students had 
to find accommodation for the duration of the 4 day 
workshops, and participants wanted more togetherness.

A new residential venue was found, with shared 
rooms and a large communal dining room. Many will 
recall with special fondness the Beacon Centre near 
Exeter. The long carpeted group room had beams and 
a log burning stove, which students used to sit around 
late into the night. As a facilitator, I never knew exactly 
what they got up to as I needed my sleep, but am pretty 
certain that a lot of impromptu chart interpretations, 
washed down by liquid refreshment, was going on! The 
days were long – we worked intensively from 9.30 am 

A Stroll Down Memory Lane
Notes from the 11th House by Joyce Hopewell

Joyce, Richard, Bruno & Louise at the Beacon Centre, 1995
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News and Comment

CONGRATULATIONS!

The following students have successfully completed their studies:
Diploma in Astrological Psychology

Wanda Smit (South Africa)
Foundation Course ‘I’

Margot Garwood (Canada)
Igor Ogryenovic (Croatia)

Hilary Meth (UK)
Stephen Kenneth Jones (UK)

30 Years of Astrological Psychology
On June 8th 1983 at 12:30pm, Richard Llewellyn 
and Pam Tyler decided to set up an ‘English Huber 
School’ to propagate the teachings of Bruno & Louise 
Huber on what they called astrological psychology to 
the English-speaking world. The story of how they did 
this is told again in Richard’s article How the English 
Huber School/API(UK) came into being	later in this 
issue.

So this issue of Conjunction corresponds with the 
30th anniversary of the organisation that eventually 
became APA. To mark this, as well as Joyce’s notes on 
the previous page we include some moving reflections 
from a number of members on What astrological 
psychology/ APA have meant for me, which illustrate 
time and again the inspiration received from working 
in this field and the effectiveness of the Hubers’ 
approach. 

A flavour of the inspiration offered by the Hubers 
themselves is also given in Joyce’s article Reflections 
on The Moon’s Nodes from 1985.

Richard’s article is followed by an interesting  
reprint of an ‘astrological establishment’ review of 
The English Huber School that was emerging, which 
appeared in the Astrological Journal of 1985, by 
Charles Harvey.

Finally, on a lighter note, our featured charts are 
those of some of these early Pioneeers of Astrological 
Psychology.

This issue of Conjunction also contains the usual 
mix of articles plus a bumper selection of book 
reviews. Keep them coming in!

Chart for the Formation of  API(UK)

APA’s chart
At 30, Age Point is entering the 6th house, whose cusp is 
in Aquarius. It seems that 6th house matters, such as work, 
service, status and standing will be a focus for APA in the 
coming years. Psychologically, this house is about making 
your mark in the workplace, and standing up for what you 
have established, securing your niche. For APA, this has 
already happened; it will be interesting to see is how our 
established place in the astrological world develops over 
the next few years.

AP in Aquarius echoes the nature of an organisation 
teaching astrology worldwide: combining the 6th house 
attitude to work and service with astrological Aquarian 
energy gives an almost perfect match. 

AP is trine Sun/Mars in Gemini in the 10th house at 
the top if the chart, suggesting a beneficial, buoyant period. 
The Hubers (LifeClock) say of the trine: "we can sit down 
and rest for a while, in the knowledge of having provided 
reserves for future needs. A new confidence emerges..." But 
they warn against complacency; trines can be lazy. 

Or they can lead to a continual hunt for perfection. 
Now that could be something worth working towards for 
APA, as AP transits the 6th house and this trine lights up 
Sun/Mars at the top of the chart.

Adapted from an item in Joyce’s blog

http://joycehopewell.blogspot.com
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A Big Part of My Life

30 Years on and several incarnations
In the beginning there were few

Then they were numerous
Now we are fewer again and scattered all over the world

This is my own personal recollection of ‘my’ early years, 
two decades ago when I joined the English Huber School 
(EHS) as it was then known. It was in 1993 that I first 
encountered Richard, the man with the original vision 
and dedication and Joyce who as Head of the School, 
nurtured the growth of the young ‘Huber family’ with 
her welcoming warmth and catching enthusiasm.

In those days, our yearly rendezvous were at the 
Beacon Centre in Exeter where Face-to-Face workshops 
were held. The first, for me, was on psychosynthesis, led 
by Richard. I still have a vivid memory of the visualisation 
on the feminine/masculine or Love/Will that started my 
conscious journey of awareness that was supported for 
the next four years by my study of the diploma course. 

Astro 1 and Astro 2 followed with wonderful teachers 
and leaders and the company of new friends. The dates 
of each workshop were entered in the diary early in the 
year not to be missed. A little anxiety of course (Saturn 
on AC) but excitement at new learnings and encounters 
together with a tremendous feeling of openness and 
willingness to delve further into the unknown. This was a 
tremendous enriching time and one that I treasure and is 
etched on my timeline.

Meeting Louise and Michael first in Exeter and then 
in Adliswil for my final API presentation was a very 
special experience. Through their direct teaching, they 
gave us the opportunity to leave our ‘normal’ world 
behind and for a while, enter a new dimension of love 
and consciousness. We would re-emerge like butterflies 
from the chrysalis with a new awareness that coloured 
every moment of our daily lives.

30 years on, the world is different. We no longer run 
Face-to-Face events. Yet we have better resources through 
the web and the internet. Course materials are produced 
in colour to a high quality, thanks to Barry, and are easily 
accessible. We have students all over of the world, from 
Europe to the Americas, the Middle East to Africa and 
Australia. Students have better and quicker access to their 
tutors than they ever had. The learning experience is 
enhanced as students can question, query, seek assistance 
and support from their tutors at the touch of a button. I 
have been a tutor for many years now and it continues to 
be a tremendous privilege to act as a guide and mentor. 
For some students, the Diploma is an additional resource 
for use in their existing practice. For others, it is a 
continuing journey of discovery and growth.

The Right Decision that Changed my Life

My Age Point had reached 
my eighth house North 
Node in Aries when I 
made the decision to 
study astrology. I found an 
astrology group right on 
my doorstep which I joined 
with great enthusiasm. The 
entire group was self taught 
with years of experience but my hunger was so great 
I wanted to do a structured course. One member had 
enrolled in the Faculty and I was about to until Mike came 
one evening and introduced us to the Huber system. He 
lent me Bruno’s book Astrological Psychosynthesis and after 
reading this I was hooked!  I knew this was the type of 
astrology I wanted to study. 

I enrolled in the foundation course and carried on to 
gain my Diploma in 2002. I have such warm memories 
of Joyce’s workshops, which I thoroughly enjoyed and I 
gained so much from real experience. Face to Face was 
also so special; imagine three days of learning astrology 
with others who shared my enthusiasm... absolute bliss!!! 
I feel so privileged to have been a student at this time and 
feel quite sad that things have changed... but that’s life! 

My North Node stands alone in the thinking quadrant, 
which, activated by my Age Point added oil to my rusty 
mind, opening up my life. I met such a variety of people 
with whom I made many new friends. It was a lovely 
and exciting time of my life as I discovered myself anew 
through my chart. The knowledge of my Birth Chart has 
been a blessing to me as it has helped me through life. I 
am as keen as ever about astrology and I use it now to 
help others to understand their charts. 

I remember thinking when I received my Diploma 
that I should know everything now, but I knew I didn’t. 
Now I realise that this was just the beginning and what 
APA had actually done was to provide me with a strong 
and solid foundation which I can trust and where I can 
build further knowledge from my own experience. This 
I am so, so grateful for. I feel the decision to go with 
‘Huber’ was indeed the best choice I have ever made. 
A Big thanks to the Hubers and all the wonderful and 
insightful folks who made APA. You helped me to find 
myself and led me toward my Soul. 

Linda Tinsley  

What astrological psychology/ APA have meant for me

APA is a big part of my life and I cannot effectively 
describe what it means to me. I am forever grateful to 
Richard for producing the original course manuals and 
establishing APA on the astrological scene, alongside the 
FAS and other schools.

Ghislaine Adams

Some of our members recall their experiences of astrological psychology/APA and what it has meant for them, illustrating 
time and again the inspiration received from working in this field and the effectiveness of the Hubers’ approach.

Linda (R)
with Jane Ritson

Lucerne
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With Me for Life
My study of astrology began in 1985 around the time of 
my 30th birthday. My motivation to learn at that time, 
was driven by my desire to understand the complexities 
and differences that I was experiencing in my life within 
relationships that were important to me. I didn’t want 
to give up on those relationships and so began my 
fascinating and compelling journey into the investigation 
and search into what makes others, and myself, tick.  
After a few years I wanted to formalise my study and 
chose the Huber School as it seemed the most modern 
and progressive approach which was making strides in 
moving this ancient profession forward into a more 
humanistic, realistic and usable form. For me, the Huber 
course offered a huge journey, not only of self discovery, 
but also learning and understanding about the essence 
of human nature generally and all its potential pleasures 
and pitfalls.

I have not yet achieved all I that I set out to do since 
studying astrology, but the knowledge that my Huber 
studies have provided me, has given support to me in 
so many different ways during difficult times and it has 
encouraged and coaxed me to stand up and face my 
dilemmas in life and look for solutions whereas without 
that knowledge, running away would have always been 
the easiest option.

As a consequence of completing the Diploma Course, 
my thirst for further study was triggered and I embarked 
on a university degree in counselling in Perth, Western 
Australia where I had moved to from England with my 
family in 1997. Attending university for the first time 
at the age of 50 proved daunting and brought many 
challenges, yet my foundation of Huber knowledge and 
understanding proved invaluable in completing that 
demanding course. During this time I learned about 
many various psychological and counselling theories and 
models, all of which were helpful and effective in specific 
ways of working with people, yet somehow none offered 
the same deep, unique, sometimes subtle yet rich insight 
into the individual workings of a person’s psyche, which 
the Huber approach using a birth chart can offer.

Astrology and Huber astrology have that mystery 
because we just don’t know exactly how it works; yet 
it does work over and over again which means we are 
working with something over which we have little control 
and over which Science can offer no explanation. For 
me, astrology offers a language to express the unknown 
part of life and people, which Science cannot yet explain 
and due to its scepticism of anything intangible and 
unproven, may never do so. Astrology can fill the gap 
and walk the path where Science does not tread.

My journey with astrological psychology will be with 
me for life. For me, it makes sense of the nonsensical 
and gives explanation to the unexplainable. It encourages 
observation and examination of self, others and life 
leading to an awareness which is vital for personal growth 
and improvement as well as a deeper understanding of 

those with whom we share our lives. In the words of 
Socrates, “An unexamined life is not worth living”.

Pauline Southall
Dip API(UK), B.A.(counselling)

My True Vocation
My deepest congratulations 
on the thirty years of APA, my 
gratitude and appreciation for 
the pioneering task of global 
dissemination of the work of 
Bruno and Louise Huber.

Between 1983-1985, I 
had the opportunity to live 
in London, and given my 
interest in astrology, I contacted the English Huber School, 
attracted to the subject of the combination of astrology 
and esotericism of the Arcane School, but it was not until 
1987 that I enrolled in the correspondence courses. After 
having attended an intensive course given by Bruno 
and Louise in Saarnen (Switzerland, 1986) I decided to 
specialize in their approach, obtaining the API Diploma in 
1989. An important meeting that changed my life: I made 
contact with it at a deep level, and it has been and remains 
my true vocation.

My first idea was to become an English School tutor 
for students in Spain, but from the beginning it was clear 
that it would be better to start a school in Spain. With this 
motivation all the manuals were translated. Here I have to 
clarify that the work of Bruno and Louise Huber was little 
known outside of their country in the 1980s, in Spain, 
Angela Wilfart was the first translator of their books.

The English School distance learning course had been 
designed by Pam Tyler, Richard Llewellyn and a group 
of psychologists and astrologers between the years 1983-
1985, with the intention of raising the awareness of the 
Huber approach in English-speaking countries. This 
course was very popular because many people interested in 
the work of the Hubers had the chance to learn the basics. 
The originality of the course was that counseling and  
psychosynthesis techniques were integrated and applied to 
the student’s work.

It is thanks to the efforts of Richard Llewellyn, Joyce 
Hopewell and the group of English tutors, that today the 
work of the original Institut Psychologisches Astrologisches 
in Adliswil is widely known. At a personal level I have 
to thank Richard for all the support given to the Spanish 
Huber School. 

I fully subscribe to the work of Bruno and Louise 
Huber, and the APA, and my commitment on a personal 
level is that the Astrological Psychology takes its place 
within the new professions, not as a predictive tool since 
we are in the 21st century, but as another great tool 
available to the individual, to help contact with one’s own 
essence, self-responsibility and freedom to finally become 
oneself, as Bruno said in the code of ethics of the API.

Rosa Solé-Gubianes, Spanish Huber School
www.escuelahuber.org

Rosa Solé
Adliswil 1997

http://www.escuelahuber.org
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Workshop Memories
Memories of Face to Face in Totnes with Richard and 
Alice Llewellyn running workshops together, in an old 
building down by the river. Everything to do with Huber 
astrology was new to me and took time to comprehend 
and assimilate. Using coloured ribbons to help understand 
the meaning of the different aspect energies between the 
planets and wondering if I was really ‘getting it’. 

I felt out of my depth some of the time, but never 
doubted the course was the one for me. Gradually 
I realised that there was no magic formula but a slow 
growth of understanding through experience; that every 
life experience has something to teach us and astrology 
has wonderful ways of giving our life experiences 
meaning.

The Beacon Centre; a timeless warm sunny place despite 
the A38 whizzing along nearby. Doing workshops in the 
lovely big group room upstairs and finding my way into 
astrology through copious Jupiterian workshops using 
techniques (new to me) like visualisation and astro-
drama, such immensely powerful experiences.

‘Red sex, green sex and blue sex’ with Jonathan Powell 
was a brilliant introduction to cardinal mutable and fixed 
energy: what happens when two blue sex people meet – 
they gaze at length at Impressionist romantic paintings 
in an Art Gallery together – two red sex people just have 
sex together in the lift and then move on.

When I did my final presentation for Bruno & 
Louise I discovered in practice sessions that my carefully 
written piece about my own chart didn’t read well. So I 
decided to use some ‘props’ to bolster my confidence and 
try to adlib with postcard headings. With Mercury at 
0.07 Leo on the MC I wanted to impress so I donned a 
university gown as I began speaking. Then, following my 
unaspected Jupiter’s prompt, I proceeded to open a can 
of Guinness! The faces of the tutors along the back row 
were a sight to see... and I realised I might be pushing 
my luck. However Bruno who had been sat with his 
eyes closed (I believe he was quite unwell at the time) 
suddenly sat up and took interest and clearly I now had 
everyone’s attention. I managed to deliver the rest of my 
presentation with some humour as well as the necessary 
gravitas. This was a really big turning point for me – 
discovering I could stand up in front of a group and get 
them to want to listen to me.

Co-facilitating workshops with Joyce was a huge 
adrenalin buzz – “flying by the seat of your pants” she 
used to say. I loved working with students, listening to 
their questions, looking after their learning and trying 
to make sure they all got something out of each session. 
With unaspected Jupiter in Gemini I couldn’t get 
enough of the Huber ‘hands-on learning’. Bouncing on 
the trampoline after we’d got past the ‘low point’ of the 
workshop in sheer elation that I’d managed to get that 
far as a tutor.

Later I brought my 
revolving astrological table to 
Face to Face and was able to 
use it in some of the modules. 
I set students charts up on it so 
that they could see their charts 
depicted on a stage in 3D with 
actual planet ‘figures’ clothed 
according to their respective 
sign. Amongst  other things, 
it produced some really good 
responses to the potential 
meaning of a ‘conjunction’ of two or three planets – 
seeing them standing so close together.

Sue Seymour

A Fond Farewell
As I say farewell to the Huber family, here are a few 
memories from the last twenty eight years of my life. 

The first three seminars stand out most in my mind, 
although I attended many more.

My first memory is of a spring seminar in Sarnen, 
Switzerland, in 1986. I was already a keen student and 
went with a close friend, Agnes Shellens. I recall the magic 
of the journey up to the village on the small train – the 
freshness and tingling anticipation of meeting Bruno & 
Louise Huber. I was not disappointed. This international 
seminar was a rich experience in so many ways. And from 
the window of the conference room we could see snow-
capped mountains... For me the highlight was Bruno’s 
talk on the transpersonal planets. Especially as being there 
was a peak experience for me. I fell in love with Bruno’s 
bottle, the Amphora, and over the years gave several talks 
on it, with my beautiful A1 chart. Sharing a room with 
Maggie Lewis, time with dear Agnes, meeting Diana and 
Yvonne from South Africa. Such moments of delight!

The second seminar in Achberg, Germany in spring 
1988 was another delight. Meadows and buttercups, 
and The Seven Rays. The same powerful teachers and 
dear friends to learn from and share with. Blue skies and 
sunshine. Days of infinite astrological possibilities.

The third seminar was in Froebel College near London 
in cherry blossom time, when I drove up from Devon 
with Agnes. It was another winner all round. Louise gave 
a powerful talk on the Meaning of Life… ‘the inner goal, 
the purpose in life, the evolutionary path of the soul…’ 

Jonathan Powell was my tutor as I worked through 
the diploma course. Some of the time I was staying up 
in the Nilgiris Hills in South India and still sent him my 
assignments. It was a good place to study.

In July 1989 I received my Certificate from the School 
and a month later I received my diploma from Bruno & 
Louise in Adliswil. A summer to remember!

Thereafter I gave personal chart readings and spent 
a short time as a Huber tutor, but my job as a Social 
Worker and Counsellor meant I could not give enough 
quality time, so I resigned. But not before my student Jan 
Underwood received her diploma from Louise...

Sue with her
Chart Table
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The best and worst of times
I first met the Huber approach to astrology in 1987 and 
went to a weekend workshop at Dillington House, Nr 
Ilminster, Somerset. It was run by Richard and Alice and 
I was fascinated by the approach and use of the creative 
imagination. I enrolled for the Foundation Course and at 
the same time began studying Transpersonal Psychology 
with Joan and Reyn Swallow in Devon. I went to another 
Huber workshop run by Richard in Plymouth and I 
remember spending some time with Joyce who, with 
another student, was planning her trip to Switzerland 
for the final assessment (I think!) I was absolutely in my 
element. However, this 'best of times' also turned out to be 
the 'worst of times' and along came ME and my husband 
of 23 years left, leaving me and my family stunned. I 
failed to finish the Foundation Course by one answer and 
continuation of serious studying/working became out of 
the question as in 1991 the ME became much worse and, 
since then, effectively isolated me.

However, the point of all this background is that I 
had gained enough from the brief 'formal' exposure to 
API for it to be one of my main crutches in the years 
since. I have kept up through Conjunction, books etc 
and although I know I have developed a very simplified 
version it really has been a grounding place in my almost 
perpetual confusion and a box of delights to re-open and 
savour when my foggy mind allows.

So, although my experience has been from the 
periphery I am incredibly grateful that I came across this 
place of perspective and richness, and also for the way 
it has provided me with a touchstone of meaning and 
wonder.

All best wishes
Jean Lewis

A different world that spoke a different language
It was my interest in the Centre for Psychosynthesis Studies 
that took me to Face to Face at Totnes in 1989. Yet it 
was my insatiable curiosity that found me signing up 
for an Introductory Day about Huber Astrology. I spent 
the day bemused and confused, understanding little, 
my smattering of astrology completely overwhelmed; 
I’d discovered a different world that spoke a different 
language... Yet I became haunted and knew one day I 
would have to return. Five years later, I enrolled and it was 
that same curiosity that kept me on track, learning very 
slowly and in fits and starts for ten long years. Without 
loads of support and encouragement from my tutors I 
doubt I would have qualified.   

Since then, I’ve struggled with a sort of identity 
crisis, never considering myself a ‘real’ astrologer yet 
identifying completely with the patterns, the creativity 
and psychology of the birth chart. This wasn’t helped by 
clients who when I used the term astrological psychology 
seemed unable to get past the word ‘astrological’, despite 
all my explanations!   

Studying Therapeutic Touch (TT) as part of an English 
Nursing Board course in the mid-nineties shifted my 
perspective. TT theory is underpinned by the concepts 
of quantum physics. Exploring ideas and developing my 
awareness of mind, matter and energetic interactions 
and patterns as well as resonance and the idea of ‘fields’ 
accompanied my Huber Studies.   

Later, when my dear friend Agnes died, it all 
disappeared. We used to share so much together and 
I loved to hear about her Huber translations and her 
understandings. After she left I was in a void. Astrology 
faded away. We had a new computer and the programme 
no longer worked. So I put my notes neatly away in a 
box and took my books up to the attic. Now because 
of this article, I have found my beautifully put together 
seminar notes and my treasured Diplomas. Like meeting 
old friends again.

Yes, the Huber’s Astrological Psychology has been 
a positive influence in my life, both personally and in 
connection with others. I am profoundly grateful to have 
studied and lived from the high principles of both Bruno 
and Louise Huber.

I also offer gratitude to the English Huber School, 
for Richard Llewellyn’s manuals and for the quality and 
creativity of their teaching. I must also thank Richard for 
his invaluable Chart Data Service and for our continuing 
friendship over so many years. I feel truly blessed to have 
been a  part of it all.

In July 2013 I will be 78, and just entering my second 
house. Still in Sagittarius, and at age 80 I will cross over 
to Capricorn where my North Node resides. Around age 
84 the NN will make  oppositions to the Sun and Pluto in 
Cancer, and be part of an efficiency triangle to the Moon 
and Mars in Libra... I might well be asking for a chart 
reading… maybe astrology is rising again in my life!

Wendy Oak

I identified with the archetypes of the Greek and 
Roman gods and the planets, the work of Joseph Campbell 
and The Hero’s Journey’ and of course Carl Jung who spoke 
of psychological archetypes.      

As we move further into the energy of Aquarius it may 
be we have to find new words and new ways to define 
what we offer. We may even have to go beyond words 
and draw on the immense power of imagery. People hang 
their preconceptions like hooks for words and language – 
while the preverbal nature of imagery and symbol has no 
boundaries as we know.

I seem to remember an article in Conjunction which 
spoke of Bruno’s wish that his work should continue to 
evolve in future years.

The Earth and all its dependants including humankind 
are on a bridge between the Ages; Astrological Psychology 
offers wonderful potential to support this great transition 
by helping people explore their inner universe in order to 
adjust to a very different world. I honour the thirty years 
of hard work of the many people involved in the growth 
of the School. All have built on the work with Bruno and 
his family to create sturdy foundations for APA.  

Maggie Jeffery
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30 Years with the Huber Method
My introduction to API (now APA) came as the result of 
my search for a better means of understanding the people 
who came to us with their questions and problems. We 
had been running a Spirituality and Retreat centre in 
Kent for about ten years; listening to and counselling 
people in the accepted and traditional spiritual practices 
all our adult lives, but I always felt inadequate; that I 
could only offer a sensitive and sympathetic ear, but was 
not able to offer practical help. I sensed that we were 
never really getting to the ‘nub’ of the situation. So I 
investigated other skills; Luscher Colour, Graphology, 
Enneagram, Myers Briggs, but they all just collected people 
into various compatible groups; they did not address 
the precise individual. I was not satisfied. I turned to 
astrology, randomly reading the then current popular 
books. I joined the Mayo Correspondence School and soon 
attended my first ever astrology conference in 1983.

Once there, I serendipitously attended two talks 
that were given separately by Bruno and Louise Huber. 
I had never heard of either of them! On that very first 
hearing, I knew that I had found what I was looking for! 
The quiet genius of Bruno and the charming, vivacious 
Louise were saying just what I was longing to hear! To my 
delight, I was able to attend a Huber seminar in English, 
at Sarnen, Switzerland in 1984. Louise recommended 
that those attending read Alice Bailey’s Esoteric Astrology 
in preparation, and that began for me another amazing 
relationship, as I then began to read all Bailey’s work!

However, Mark and I were soon to leave for Zimbabwe 
for his work. Fortunately, Richard and Pam produced the 
first ever Huber correspondence course and I signed up 
for it. I took along the works of Jung, Alice Bailey and 
all the Huber books as they were translated, ditto with 
Ken Wilber’s work; and so I was set up to study ‘for the 
duration’.

During those ten years, I was lucky enough to attend 
some of the exhilarating, convivial and hugely exciting 
Huber seminars in both Switzerland and 
UK. The combination of the Hubers’ own 
delightful and complementary relationship 
and many delegates from so many different 
countries made for a fun filled deep 
learning environment. The joy of receiving 
the always new revelations revealed by 
Bruno’s constant research; Louise’s quaint, 
dominant German accent; promising that 
by the end of the seminar ‘You will all speak 
like me!’ which kept us in fits of laughter! 
And then there was the inspiration of Louise’s guided 
meditations in the mornings – ‘Sit comfortably, let your 
faces be friendly’ – what a privilege to have been part of 
even one of those charismatic seminars!

Once in Zimbabwe, we received little ‘till slips’ of 
paper from Richard with a printout of the data we had 
sent him for a client, and a supply of chart forms, all sent 
by ‘snail mail’. We then began to draw out the full chart, 

copying the Huber glyphs as exactly as possible, since the 
wrath of the volatile Louise on perceiving a poorly done 
“Huber Chart” during a seminar, was terrible to behold! 

The very first editions of what is now Conjunction 
were little A5 newsletters, but how I looked forward 
to them! The Hubers were still researching their ideas, 
teaching them in seminars and writing up their books, 
so we were often able to receive separate pamphlets on a 
new development.

To cut a long story short, we eventually returned to 
the new South Africa and decided to retire and live on 
the Cape mountain slopes overlooking the sea. But it 
was not to be! Mark was asked to give a talk on spiritual 
development at a local meditation centre. Within days, 
someone appeared at our door seeking help. She had 
been diagnosed with leukaemia and advised that she had 
only two years to live! After a few sessions I tentatively 
suggested that maybe she would be interested in 
exploring the possibilities of astro/psychology. She was! 
(In spite of ten years reading and studying the Huber 
Method, I had, as yet, no experience in applying it 
practically.) She subsequently brought her adult children, 
who brought their families, and suddenly, just by word 
of mouth, we were fully occupied every weekday, talking 
to clients. Introducing them to the concept of their souls 
at the centre of their lives, the Life Clock pointing to the 
exact need to be addressed, watching their relief when 
they recognised that their dearest intuitions about their 
talents were confirmed, sharing the many wonderful ‘aha’ 
moments! 

By this time I had a PC and Juan Saba’s amazing 
AstroCora programme, so that now all efforts could be 
utilised on the interpretation. Mark & I worked together, 
trying to find ordinary words for astrological terms, and 
using Life Map instead of Chart, in order to reassure 
and to eliminate some of the ‘weird’ and ‘scary’ facets of 
astrology which many of our Christian clients carried, 
as also those more secular people who were embarrassed 

to mention to their friends that they were 
consulting an astrologer, who would be sure 
to say, “No, seriously, you must be joking? 
Astrology!”

So began 15 years of deeply rewarding 
work, meeting with hundreds of wonderful 
people from all walks of life, all exquisite, 
unique, opening up a world vista of beauty, 
each person totally necessary, and without 
each of whom, the universe would be 
incomplete. From ordinary families, to 

professional people, artists, doctors, musicians, nurses, 
psychologists, one of whom became almost a partner, 
in that she would ask permission for the birth data of 
some of her patients, send them to me and then we 
would collaborate on the findings from the chart and her 
therapy.

It was during these years that I realised just how 
delicate, intricate and exact is the “tool” of the Huber 

Catharine (R)  
in conversation 

at Froebel
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A methodology that worked for me
Why do I clash with my mother when my brother and 
sister don’t? Why am I so often disappointed in my 
relationships? Why don’t I reach the goals I set for myself? 

You can continue asking questions like these 
throughout a lifetime. Some people never find the 
answers. Some people never ask the questions. Rather, 
they suppress unsettling thoughts arising from their 
unconscious. Yet to find the pearl – of wisdom, hopefully 
– oyster divers have to descend to the darkest depths, 
more often than not on their own.

Perhaps it was these thoughts that led me, at the age 
of 40, to write in my journal:

“Rather than return to my therapist, I shall unravel 
the dense web of mystery, word for word, sentence for 
sentence. Once I believed, like the psychologists, that if 
language was at the root of one’s disease, then language 
could cure one. And although I no longer know whether 
it is true, I shall do it anyway. ‘En bonne foi’, as Sartre 
would say.

But on my own. I shall find the end of one strand in the 
tangle and pull it out of myself, undoing the knots it has 
formed with others, setting it free, giving the others the 
space to reveal themselves in a linear fashion.

“Linearity is a masculine concept,” my friend Leanne 
reminded me. Yet without it, the dancing star will not 
be produced from the chaos in me, but remain stillborn 
forever (Apologies to Nietzsche).”

But how do you unravel lines of thought and action 
when you don’t know where they began in the first place? 
At age 46, I wrote:

“What I want in my life is the time and the talent to 
assimilate everything, to see some underlying structure. 
Or is life just a happening with chance encounters, 
unresolved questions, and random insights?

At what point in life does one see any reason, any sense? 
Why do things change so fast? Why is change the only 
certainty? Or is our consciousness so underdeveloped that 
we can grasp nothing? Perhaps this is the downside of 
homo habilis: that there is ultimately nothing to hold 
onto despite his immense dexterity.

Is everything in vain?”

Sometimes I did see the light, but only years after 
the experience. I had studied archetypal psychology, 
devouring every book I could find on the subject, and 
found many insights there. But nothing cast as much 
light on the dark recesses of my soul as Astrological 
Psychology, an accurate method to retrace the steps of 
my personal development. 

At last I had found a methodology that worked for me 
in my search for meaning, albeit for my personal meaning. 
I don’t believe there is an absolute meaning which is the 
same for every person. Rather, that we create meaning in 
our lives based on our motivations, experiences and faith. 
Putting this meaning within the less subjective and more 
objective context of Astrological Psychology has helped 
me greatly in my quest.  

After all, we all want to live the life we were meant to 
live, no matter how unusual it might seem to others. As 
Oscar Wilde said, 

“The aim of life is self-development. To realise one’s nature 
perfectly – that is what each of us is here for.” 

Thanks to Astrological Psychology – and Jupiter 
conjunct the North Node on a Piscean ascendant – I 
am uncovering, or recovering, some hidden aspects of 
myself. And yes, some of them are pearls, albeit small 
ones. Perhaps the big one is still to come?

Having completed the diploma course recently, I 
now aim to help clients shed some light on the deeper 
meaning of their lives, hopefully adding depth – and 
height – to their selves.

Wanda Smit, South Africa

Method. Each person is such a unique and exquisite 
embodiment of their moment of birth, and the Age 
Point in particular makes it possible to “see at a glance the 
native’s whole life, past, present and future, enabling us to 
pinpoint the period in which... some decision is made that 
later results in favourable or unfavourable circumstances” 
(Bruno) Here was the exact ‘nub’ that I had been looking 
for... The clue within this specially designed and beautiful 
‘mandala’, that is always evolving the initial moment of 
Time into ever greater consciousness.

We found that every facet of the Huber’s work – 
Click Charts, Dynamic Quadrants, the Three Charts, the 
Rays – each proved important to different people. The 
more we have worked with the Huber Method, the more 
profound have we found it to be.

In conclusion, I would like to emphasize again that 
the specific technique which I had initially been looking 

for, had been invented, researched and demonstrated 
by the Hubers, to a much greater degree than I could 
ever have imagined, and I would like to say ‘thank you’ 
to API/APA particularly for producing what is now the 
Diploma Course, for organising the Huber Seminars and 
the many Face-to-Face opportunities, thus providing the 
opportunity for the rest of us to meet with the concept 
and to study and to use astrological psychology to such 
advantage. I share Jung’s comment that “Astrology will 
prove to be the Psychology of the future”.

With lots of love to all APA members, and wishing 
that the work of APA will grow and prosper during the 
next 30 years, and that the many students of the future 
will take the Huber Method into ever deeper levels of 
“Astrology as a Spiritual Path”.

Catharine Collier, South Africa
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Charles Harvey Award Nomination
Joyce Hopewell has been nominated for this year’s 
Charles Harvey Award for Exceptional Service in Astrology, 
organised by the Astrological Association of Great 
Britain. We note that Richard Llewellyn was similarly 
nominated on several previous occasions, but has never 
received the Award.

Correspondence
Dear Conjunction Editor

I personally (and this is not a criticism) would like 
more articles on using the Hubers’ techniques in chart 
delineation and interpretation. 

Some times I feel the articles are too abstract and 
philosophical in nature.

I would be interested in hearing how experienced 
Huber astrologers used a clients charts to give them 
practical advice. 

How did they arrive at their conclusions?

Steve
stevejackmanjones via the Huber Forum

[There’s a challenge to all contributors - Ed.]

Forthcoming UK events
Friday 2 August, 8-10pm, Woking
Working with Three Charts
Sue Lewis talks to the Woking Astrology Group. 
Contact: b.mcauliffe@ntlworld.com 

Sunday 1 September, 10am-4.30pm, Brighton 
Who am I really? Exploring your inner motivations 
Pilot workshop with Marilyn Burnett and Frankie 
Sidhu. 
Contact astrofocus@talktalk.net

Sunday 29 September, Wyboston Lakes, Cambridge 
The Imagery and Symbolism of the Aspect Pattern
Ghislaine Adams speaking at the AA Conference 
www.astrologicalassociation.com 

Sunday 13 October, 10am-4pm, Belsize Park, 
London NW3
Journey from the South Node to the North Node
A Transpersonal Perspectives Day with Sue Lewis.
Contact suelewis7@tiscali.co.uk 

Saturday 2 November, 10.30am-5.30pm, 
Birmingham
The Living Birth Chart 
Introductory Workshop with Joyce Hopewell
Contact talktogillbryant@googlemail.com

Saturday 16 November, London WC1H
Astrological Psychology in the Western Esoteric 
Tradition
Sue Lewis speaking at Kepler Research Conference
www.astrologicalassociation.com 

Astrology Group for beginners in Brighton, 
East Sussex 
This new group will be Huber-based, using Joyce 
Hopewell’s The Cosmic Egg Timer and The Living Birth 
Chart as course books. The aim is to study together in a 
relaxed environment with the emphasis on Discussion, 
Fun and Experiential Learning.

We will commence with a One Day Experiential Pilot 
Workshop on Sunday September 1st 2013 from 10 am 
– 4: 30 pm entitled ‘Who am I really? .....Exploring your 
Inner Motivations’.

This will be followed with a regular weekly Astrology 
Group starting on Wednesday 2nd October from 
7-9pm. The group will be facilitated by Marilyn Burnett 
and Frankie Sidhu. Marilyn is an APA diploma holder 
and Frankie has studied astrology with the Faculty of 
Astrological Studies in London and is currently pursuing 
her APA diploma. She also practices as Psychosynthesis 
Psychotherapist.

For further details please contact Marilyn at 
astrofocus@talktalk.net or visit our website www.
astrofocus.co.uk. 

Western Esoteric Tradition
Sue Lewis’s presentation to the Kepler Research 
conference (preceding column) will consider astrological 
psychology as a New Age discipline within the Western 
esoteric tradition. Bruno and Louise Huber drew on 
ancient wisdom and verified their findings with statistical 
research using twentieth-century case histories. Sue’s 
research focuses on the philosophical perspective, and she 
is working with the methodologies for the discipline of 
Western esotericism with a view to publication of a book 
with the working title of Huber Astrology and the Western 
Esoteric Tradition.

Student Notice
‘Whole Course’ Assessed Assignment Fees
The fee increases mentioned in Conjunction 57 page 
3 also affect those Diploma students who paid for the 
whole course ‘up front’ prior to July 2012, in that the 
fees for the Assessed Assignments have increased to the 
following amounts: £40 for AA1-3 at end of Modules 
2,4,6 and £55 for Nathan at end of Module 8.

This does not affect students who paid for the full 
course from July 2012, as these assessment fees were then 
incorporated into the overall Course/Module fee. 

mailto:b.mcauliffe%40ntlworld.com?subject=
mailto:astrofocus%40talktalk.net?subject=Enquiry
http://www.astrologicalassociation.com
mailto:suelewis7%40tiscali.co.uk?subject=
mailto:talktogillbryant%40googlemail.com?subject=
http://www.astrologicalassociation.com
mailto:astrofocus%40talktalk.net?subject=Enquiry
http://www.astrofocus.co.uk
http://www.astrofocus.co.uk
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ASTROLOGICAL SOFTWARE
AstroCora, Megastar, Regulus, Regulus Student Edition

Advice and software on CD: Elly Gibbs, Huber Software Distribution
27 Lombardy Ave, Wirral CH49 3AE, UK

Tel: +44(0)151-677-0779, email: software.huber@btinternet.com

Software download: www.catharsoftware.com

APA BOOKSHOP
On-line at www.astrologicalpsychology.org

books, booklets, CD’s, second-hand books
related to the Hubers and astrological psychology

10% discount to APA members

Contact Linda Tinsley for a current catalogue.
70 Kensington Road, Southport, PR9 0RY

tel: +44(0)1704-544652   
email: lucindatinsley@talktalk.net

HUBER CHART DATA SERVICE
A comprehensive range of data & charts on paper or 

acetate produced to a very high standard using Megastar 

Natal House & Node Charts + Click – Integration 
Dynamic Quadrants –Transits – Progressions 

 – Personal Rays – Relationship Charts …

Contact Richard Llewellyn, Huber Chart Data Service,
 27 Lombardy Ave., Wirral CH49 3AE, UK

Tel: 0151-606-8551, email: r.llewellyn@btinternet.com

APA Contacts
Course Administration - Ghislaine Adams 
course.enquiries@astrologicalpsychology.org, +44 (0)1394 610104
Web Master - Jane Brooks = webmaster@astrologicalpsychology.org
Membership - Trish Crawford
membership@astrologicalpsychology.org, +44 (0)1559 370931
Treasurer - Sue Parker* - suellysfaen@talktalk.net
Publications & Conjunction Editor - Barry Hopewell*
editor@astrologicalpsychology.org

Principal Emeritus - Joyce Hopewell - api.principal@zen.co.uk
Company Secretary - David Kerr*
david.kerr@astrologicalpsychology.org
Trustees - Indicated by * in the above 
Tutors - See www.astrologicalpsychology.org
Astro Helpline: astro.helpline@astrologicalpsychology.org

Maggie’s Musings
In this special edition of 
Conjunction, I want to share 
an exciting book I discovered 
recently. It’s by Kieron Le Grice 
and is called The Archetypal Cosmos 

[Reviewed in Conjunction 53 - Ed].    
What is fascinating is the breadth of this book as 

it explores and creates a synthesis of transpersonal 
psychology, quantum physics, the extreme relevance 
of the world view and what it calls archetypal 
astrology. His discussions include giants such as 
Joseph Campbell, David Bohm, Carl Jung and 
Teilhard de Chardin as well as Gebser and Integral 
Philosophy. This really expands the boundaries and 
provokes new thinking, especially about Astrology, 
in a truly Aquarian way.

I may have mentioned in a previous Conjunction 
that it was my intention to slowly savour and take 
notes on Cosmos and Psyche by Richard Tarnas. 
But I have to admit to being somewhat distracted 
from this task by The Archetypal Cosmos. In fact here 
I’m quoting Tarnas from the back cover who says 
that, “Le Grice has a gift, perhaps even a genius, 
for extremely clear assessments, expositions and 

formulations of complex ideas.” What more can I 
say?

As I write this it is June with only three weeks to 
go before the Summer Solstice. After an unusually 
sunny Bank Holiday weekend, rain is once again 
cascading down my windows. Despite this temporary 
blip, I wish you all a very relaxing summer that is full 
of sunshine and plenty of time for reading!

Maggie Jeffery
www.intentioncoaching.co.uk

Love from the Centre

“Love from the centre is objective: it is self generating 
and without fear. It is impregnated with intelligent 
comprehension, leading to adequate action. It frees 
the people it touches instead of binding them with 
guilt or expectation. It is bountiful and extends itself 
courageously into the unknown. Love springing 
from silence of the Self penetrates the outer shell, 
revealing the essence of the object loved.”

Roberto Assagioli (unpublished)

mailto:software.huber%40btinternet.com?subject=
http://www.catharsoftware.com
mailto:lucindatinsley%40talktalk.net?subject=
mailto:r.llewellyn%40btinternet.com?subject=
mailto:course.enquiries%40astrologicalpsychology.org?subject=
mailto:webmaster%40astrologicalpsychology.org?subject=
mailto:membership%40astrologicalpsychology.org?subject=
mailto:suellysfaen%40talktalk.net?subject=
mailto:editor%40astrologicalpsychology.org?subject=
mailto:api.principal%40zen.co.uk?subject=
mailto:david.kerr%40astrologicalpsychology.org?subject=
http://www.astrologicalpsychology.org
mailto:astro.helpline%40astrologicalpsychology.org?subject=
http://www.intentioncoaching.co.uk
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with, Louise mentioned the third pole – the combination 
of these two polarities – where synthesis can take place.

The first step on this path of growth has a Saturnian, 
South Node flavour, where order and a materialistic 
attitude prevail. Here we are acting in a blind, unaware 
manner. The second step involves the opposition of the 
nodes, where confrontation takes place. Growth may 
be needed to move forward, but pain and conflict are 
experienced. At the third step we have to engage the will 
by making choices and discriminating between good and 
bad. It is only through freely choosing that we can gain 
equilibrium on the nodal axis, and grow both personally 
and spiritually. It is here that we can link to our inner self 
and begin to exercise our free will.

Louise went on to suggest that we can use these three 
levels in interpreting the nodes, focussing on which level 
or step we are functioning at. Are we flying blind, are we 
in conflict or are we using our intelligence and activating 
our ability to choose and use our will?

I suggest you start with your own chart and your own 
nodal axis, as I did, and as Bruno always encouraged 
students to do. Without fail he would suggest the testing 
out of all the Huber techniques, first and foremost 
applying them to your own chart and life experiences. I 
can hear him saying, “Just because Huber says this is so, 
doesn’t mean it is right. Test it our for yourself!”

So which axis does the North Node in your chart 
occupy? Home in on that first of all and using the three 
steps outlined above, explore what your options for 
personal and spiritual growth might be along this axis. A 
synthesis of what the South and North Nodes represent, 
via their house position is what is being sought.

The Nodal Axes and the Houses
1/7 will offer opportunities for growing through your 
encounters with others. Getting the balance between 
“me” and “you” issues could be the key here, but a 
large helping of give and take is required to help this 
along, especially in one-to-one encounters and personal 
relationships.

2/8 suggests finding that important balance between 
what’s “mine” and what is owned by everyone. This is a 
fixed axis, and is probably the hardest one to overcome 
and synthesise as it’s about possessions. A tax dodger 
would probably have big challenges with this nodal axis! 
As an aside, this is the axis I found the most difficult 
to get to grips with and understand when I first started 
practising as an astrologer. Almost every client I saw had a 
2/8 nodal axis so I was given the opportunity to learn and 
understand a lot more about how this axis works. Maybe 

I was still something of a rookie astrologer in 1985 
when I first heard Louise Huber speak at an astrological 
conference in Loughborough. I’d sweated my way 
through the Faculty’s intermediate course exams and 
had embarked on their diploma course. I can’t pretend I 
was enjoying it that much and went along to the annual 
conference hoping for a bit of inspiration. I wasn’t 
disappointed.

Bruno and Louise Huber had been invited to speak at 
this particular conference courtesy of Richard Llewellyn, 
at the time a member of the organising committee. 
Looking back at the now tattered notebook I took to this 
conference, I see I went to a variety of talks – on the 8th 
house, on Chiron and healing and as I knew very little 
about the nodes at that time, I went to Louise’s talk on 
the Moon’s Nodes.

Hearing Louise speak for the first time was an 
experience in itself; she was charming, her English was 
good but slightly quirky, but most of all she was clear 
and engaging in her style of presentation and she knew 
her subject thoroughly. As a slightly disillusioned rookie 
astrologer, Louise’s presentation on the Moon’s Nodes 
was like a combined shot in the arm and eye-opener for 
me. Suddenly the astrology began to come to life because 
Louise was speaking not from a dry theoretical stance, 
but from a real-life viewpoint.

Louise Huber on the Nodes
Looking at my tattered notebook, I see that I’d jotted down 
some of the introductory comments Louise was making 
about the Nodes. She posed an important question: “How 
can I grow spiritually? How can I grow into a larger and 
more expressed life?” She claimed that astrology can help 
us in growing towards greater happiness and satisfaction 
in life. That was a first for me – at the time, I’d never 
heard anyone describe astrology in this way! Nor had 
I realised that there was a psychological way of using 
astrology, for me far more relevant and interesting than 
the conventional approach I was learning.

Louise described the South and North Nodes and their 
role in the process of growth in an easy-to-understand 
way:

The South Node has Saturn power
The North Node has Jupiter power.

On the nodal axis, these two nodes and powers/
energies are in opposition, with the North Node pointing 
the way forward and the South Node pointing in a 
backwards direction. But rather than leave it at that, with 
the more generally accepted good/bad polarity to be dealt 

Joyce describes some of the inspiration she has gained from Louise Huber and her 1985 talk on the 
Moon’s Nodes.

Reflections on The Moon’s Nodes from 1985
by Joyce Hopewell
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this was a gift from the universe? When I realised what 
was going on it made me smile – and learn more – when 
yet another client with the nodes on this axis turned up.

3/9 encourages growth and understanding through 
thinking and communication. In many ways, this axis is 
all about learning and knowledge and the synthesis of the 
more trivial stuff of the 3rd house with the higher, more 
heady stuff of the 9th. Louise called the 9th house the 
“ivory tower” where we can be completely out of touch 
with collective thoughts, ideas and interests, yet we need 
to connect with these in order to get our ideas across to 
the collective in a more palatable way.

4/10 moves us into the realms of individuality and 
rather than turn our backs on where we’ve come from 
(because we may have made it big and are a tad ashamed 
of our humble origins), we have to learn how to embrace 
and include our roots and our past influences, warts and 
all. Sometimes we have to be willing to be a small fish in a 
big pond once again, even if we’re successful. Conversely, 
we might have to draw on the nourishment of our roots 
to help us as we strive to grow as an individual.

5/11 is the axis of relationships in general, and offers 
the opportunity to synthesise all the fun and hands-on 
hurly-burly of the 5th house with the more refined, 
airy atmosphere of the 11th. This is my nodal axis and 
this is where I started with my own understanding and 
experience of the nodes, working out how to synthesise 
both ends of this axis. I remember being jolted awake 
by something Louise said in this talk in from 1985. She 
said that people with the North Node in 11th house, as 
mine is, had to become more selective in their friends 
and contacts. That hit home. It was true and slightly 
uncomfortable, but it’s stayed with me and has proved to 
be true for me.

6/12 focuses on existence and is concerned with 
spirituality. It may be that someone with this nodal 

axis will find their spiritual connection by bringing 
mindfulness into their lives and daily activities, thus 
synthesising the themes of both the 6th and 12th houses. 
Louise suggested allowing order and efficiency here, 
rather than retreating into an idealistic dream state where 
chaos could well prevail.

Signposts
Returning to my tattered notebook, I noticed I’d 
underlined something Louise said: that the North Node 
shows the correction of character. Re-reading that, it 
came across as somewhat stern and Germanic (Louise 
was born and raised in Germany), but there is a valid 
truth embedded in her statement. If we regard the nodal 
axis as something which is fluid, which we can work with 
in order to gain greater satisfaction from life because 
we’re more balanced and less one-sided, then the knock-
on effect will be to correct our character and our basic 
outlook on life.

For me, the nodes have always held great allure and 
in the workshops I’ve facilitated, they have always proved 
one of the most popular topics. I’ve often likened them to 
signposts, with the South Node pointing in one direction, 
and the North Node in the other, opposite direction. 
If you stand and lean your back against the signpost, 
you can look back to where you’ve come from and you 
can also look in the opposite direction towards where 
you might go. Going forward into the often uncharted 
territory of the North Node can be challenging and 
scary, and it takes courage and effort to follow this path. 
Sometimes it’s necessary to step backwards and reconnect 
with the South Node, representing what is known, 
familiar and as comfy as an old pair of slippers. But if you 
stand with your back against the signpost, you can look 
straight ahead and in a new direction, choosing the third 
path, the path of synthesis. From this place of balance 
you can choose which elements you need to draw upon 
from both ends of your nodal axis. Here, you’ll be doing 
what Louise suggested – correcting your character – but 
you’ll be doing it by yourself and for yourself, making 
that choice, using your will and growing personally and 
spiritually as you do so.

¤ ¤ ¤ ¤ ¤

See Joyce’s Astrological Psychology blog:
  http://joycehopewell.blogspot.com

Joyce Hopewell
19.09.1945  02:30. Tadcaster, England

Astrological Psychology blog  http://joycehopewell.blogspot.com
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coming into contact with Neptune (which is 
trine Sun) and the 2nd house of security. For 
much of his life he suffered from a sense of 
being rejected by his birth parents, despite the 
fact that he had a good upbringing from his 
adoptive parents.

Around age 12 Steve was bullied at a 
rough school, and was consequently moved to a school 
in a more affluent area by his parents. This corresponds 
with AP’s first contact with Saturn and the Ambivalence 
Triangle. Ambivalence and opposition (see also the red 
cross) were always a major feature of Steve, who was 
always somewhat narcissistic and lacking in empathy. His 
responses to interaction always seemed immediate and 
unmediated by ‘normal’ social conventions; favourite 
terms were ‘asshole’ and ‘sucks’, people were either 
goodies or baddies. This trait continued throughout 
Steve’s life, despite the efforts of those around to make 
him more self aware. We note Pisces Sun ssx Aries Moon 
both near the DC, only connected to the rest of the chart 
through the North Node and Neptune. And of course 
there is that unaspected Mercury in Aquarius.

Character Formation  Age: 13-20
Now began the years of major character formation. 
Hanging out with geeks and playing with electronic 
components were a constant theme of a period which 
included encounters with a number of influential 

Many consider the entrepreneur Steve Jobs to 
be in a rarified category of ‘greats’ that includes 
Thomas Edison and Benjamin Franklin. 
Jobs was instrumental in revolutionising 
the computer business, the film animation 
business, the music business, the mobile phone 
business, and creating whole new categories of 
consumer products.

I recently read his biography Steve Jobs, by Walter 
Isaacson, and wondered if there might be indications 
in his chart that could illuminate understanding of his 
life. The book tells the story of Jobs’ life and character, so 
gives a good basis for this endeavour.

What sort of person was Steve Jobs? He had a dynamic 
passion for creating a great company, with the best people, 
producing the best products to the best possible design. 
His chart image seems dominated by the red cross, plus 
a rather ramshackle blue contraption that could be a 
sort of helmet – perhaps one of 
the Knights Templar fighting 
for what he perceived as good, 
which reflects this passion and 
is certainly how Jobs regarded 
himself.

Childhood  Age: 0-12
Baby Steve was adopted at birth, a fact which he discovered 
from another child around the ages of 6-7, when AP was 

Barry relates together the life and life clock of entrepreneur Steve Jobs, founder and leader of Apple 
corporation, which became for a while the most valuable corporation in the world.

Steve Jobs
Entrepreneur Extraordinaire
by Barry Hopewell

Steve Jobs
24.02.1955, 19:15, San Francisco, CA, USA

Radix House
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individuals, experimentation with drugs, diets and zen 
and a trip to India to ‘find himself ’.

During this time Steve developed major character 
traits which appear to have been assimilated from people 
he interacted with. He developed a charismatic personality 
with the ability to carry others along with his ideas; later, 
colleagues would refer to his ‘reality distortion field’ that 
many had to learn to defend themselves against. Steve 
also developed an intense stare with which he would 
assess others and confront opposition. It is worth noting 
here the house chart, where the only difference from the 
natal aspects is the addition of a strong Pluto-Saturn 
square. It seems that it was the environment that gave 
him some of his extreme controlling power – his most 
compelling attribute.

From Steve’s father came an interest in mechanics and 
cars, and a passion for perfect craftsmanship. In Steve 
this passion became an obsession with perfect design; 
things had to be done right, even to the extent that major 
products were delayed to complete what seemed to some 
to be minor changes. We note that Venus is stressed 
before the fifth house cusp.

Steve soon became bored with the lessons at the 
college he attended – perhaps unaspected Mercury did 
not like being directed, so he eventually dropped out of 
college and just attended lectures he was interested in. As 
well as being a fairly obnoxious pushy personality, Steve 
also had bad body odour due to incorrect theories about 
the effects of his rather extreme diet.

Apple and the MAC  Age: 21-31
A particular geek friend was Steve Wozniak, a superbly 
gifted designer. Wozniak’s 
technological gifts combined 
superbly with Jobs’ entrepreneurial 
bent to produce the first Apple 
computers, Apple I and II, and the 
formation of the Apple company 
as AP passed over the North Node. 

Wozniac perhaps substituted for the lacking ‘green’ 
in Jobs’ chart, a pattern that repeated as he continued 
to employ superb technical people and build upon their 
talents. Apple, the company became the focus of Jobs’ 
life, although the less ambitious Wozniac eventually 
drifted away.

Here another pattern became apparent when Jobs was 
apparently devious in their financial interactions, to keep 
more of the rewards for himself. Beware second house 
Neptune in service of that disconnected Sun!

Here the AP comes into contact with the small 
Learning Triangle for the first time. You will notice that 
the direction of this Learning Triangle is retrograde. Jobs 
was normally extremely resistant to ideas that were not 
his own, and it often took quite a while before he realised 
that his was not always the best way. But it is reported 
that he did often learn in the end.

With AP approaching Venus, Jobs’ then girlfriend 
had a daughter, Lisa, who he at first denied, then kept 
apart from, only later reconciling with her. Jobs was just 
23, the same age as his real father had been when he 
‘deserted’ him. 

At the same time, Steve was becoming impossible 
to work with as Apple developed successor products, 
including one named after Lisa, aiming to carry on 
from the initial successful offerings. The tensions on that 
Venus-Uranus/Jupiter opposition were perhaps becoming 
overwhelming as AP passed over. Jobs focused on leading 
the Mac project, which eventually gave another success 
to Apple with its new windows/mouse paradigm for 
computing, based on research done at Xerox, also later 
copied by Microsoft. 

With AP still in Capricorn and early in the 5th house, 
Apple went public. Steve Jobs was rich.

As AP passed over 
disconnected Mercury, the 
first Macintosh (Mac) was 
completed. It was announced 
with a magnificent and effective 
launch. The Apple launch 
became a Jobs signature event, 
like preaching to ‘the faithful’, and that disconnected 
Mercury was ever effective at inspiring people to try out 
Apple’s latest products. As well as everything else, he was 
also their greatest salesman.

The Mac established the Apple pattern of producing 
‘closed’ products over which they had complete control, 
contrary to the prevailing strategy of Microsoft and the 
IBM PC, which was to be ‘open’, so that many could 
build on it. This obsession again came from Steve and 
that controlling Saturn. Only by maintaining full control 
could he achieve his desired perfection.

Some Key Events shown on the Life Clock

Apple II

The MAC
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At around the same time, Apple gained a new chief 
executive in John Sculley from Pepsico. The relationship 
between Jobs and Sculley followed the pattern of many 
before – an initial great attraction and feeling that they 
belonged together, and then a slow falling out as they 
began to each realise what the other was like. Eventually 
Sculley won the battle and Jobs was ousted from Apple, 
with AP passing the midpoint between Mercury and 
Sun. But with the approach to Sun, Jobs was finding his 
more effective self.

NeXT and Pixar  Age: 31-42
Jobs was now involved in establishing two companies, 
taking a leading role in each. NeXT produced next-
generation computing systems and was never very 
successful as it never quite found the right market. 

Pixar produced animated films for Disney, and 
was eventually hugely successful. Pixar squarely sat at 
the intersection of creativity and technology and thus 
provided a perfect resolution of the opposition between 
Venus and Uranus/Jupiter.

Life was more relaxed than it had been at Apple, 
although Jobs retained his intensity when needed. He 
married as AP passed over the DC; Lisa came to live with 
them and his wife had three children. Pixar provided an 
outlet for his more childlike capabilities as AP passed over 
the Moon, and the blockbuster Toy Story was produced, 
thereafter being followed by several more. Pixar was 
floated and became hugely successful.

In these and later developments we can see the 
Ambivalence Triangle working well in allowing Saturn to 
focus the wonderfully inventive and imaginative Uranus/
Jupiter and the beauty of the designs inspired by Venus. 
Saturn is, of course the strongest ego planet, right on the 
third house cusp.

The Second Coming  Age: 42-49
In the meantime, Apple was struggling, as Sculley’s 
commercially oriented approach failed to produce the 
products to match Microsoft’s increasing dominance, 
and Apple was slowly declining. In desperation the 
Apple board turned to the inspirational Jobs to turn the 
company round. He did so, soon getting rid of the board 
that had asked him in and creating a new one. Steve was 
now managing Apple and Pixar and working all hours 
(NeXT was reincorporated into Apple). Jobs himself 
thought that these years of high-intensity working caused 
his later health problems; they certainly did not help his 
relationship with his children, and Lisa was frequently 
estranged.

As AP passed Mars, the 
quirky design of the iMac set 
Apple on the road to recovery.

The 8th house proved a 
period of unalloyed success as 
this was followed by the Power 
MAC G4 Cube, the hugely 

successful consumer product, the iPod music 
player, married with the innovative online 
iTunes store, plus Apple’s successful opening 
of high street stores. And there was the 
continued run of success of Pixar.

The Final Act  Age: 50-56
Mortality struck early in the ninth house 
as AP passed opposite Saturn. Jobs was diagnosed with 
pancreatic cancer, with which he fought for the rest of 
his life. But this did not stop the creative flow – he had 
always sought the best people and they paid him back 
royally. Pixar was soon rolled back into Disney, enabling 
his energies to be focused on his truest love, making 
Apple into a great company.

The iPhone was a combination of a 
traditional mobile phone with an ipod 
and an internet device. Together with the 
App Store, it revolutionised the mobile 
phone business. This came out with AP 
approaching the MC. However, Jobs 
was out of action at times fighting stages 
of the cancer, including a necessary liver 
transplant as AP went over MC. 

The iPad, which established the new 
genre of tablet computers, and the iCloud that linked 
them all together, were Steve’s last major launches, as 
the world looked on in dismay at his relatively gaunt 
appearance. Of course, during this period of focus on 
telecommunications, AP was passing through Gemini. 

Steve’s final gift to Apple was the design for the 
magnificent new Apple headquarters in Cupertino, on 
the site where he and Wozniac had developed the original 
Apple I and II.

The battle with cancer was finally lost and Steve Jobs 
died with AP opposite the North Node and the point at 
which the Apple he loved had been created. The cycle 
was, in a sense, complete.

In his own terms, and as an entrepreneur, Steve Jobs 
was supremely successful. It is doubtful that he could 
have achieved so much, had he not been such a flawed 
human being. In the end, his 6th house Sun served us 
all by developing the products we did not even know we 
wanted!

¤ ¤ ¤ ¤ ¤iMac

iPod

iPhone

iPad launch



CONJUNCTION No. 58, July 2013, Page 17

The Sun square also produced a further ‘father’ figure for 
Diana: a Swiss man, seven years older, who introduced her to sex 
and Schopenhauer. It was the first experience of the Dionysian 
and Apollonian relationships in her life as represented by Mars 
in Pisces and Mercury in Aquarius. Only in her fifties would 
she be able to relate to men not only from the senses or the 
intellect, but also from the heart: the synthesis to the thesis and 
antithesis of her relationships with men. 

The fiery square AP-Jupiter prompted her to get on with 
her mission in life – the one expressed by the Projection Figure 
– during her last year in high school. Her mind was abuzz with 
new insights and discoveries. Her main area of growth was with 
her boyfriend whose Eurocentricity opened up further vistas. 
She was studying German and French at school and decided 
to do a BA in European languages, much to the surprise of her 
teachers who believed she should become a doctor as she was 
good at math and science. Although she appeared to be a left-
brain person as indicated by aptitude tests, in essence she was 
right-brain. Of course, these concepts didn’t exist at the time. 
She was entirely guided by her intuition. Her parents never 
pushed her into any particular direction, neither did they sit on 
her back to study or achieve. She was always left entirely to her 
own devices; a freedom for which she has always been grateful.

Diana didn’t want to burden her parents with university 
fees, but Jupiter was opening doors for her: her studies were 
entirely funded by bursaries. Furthermore, she considered 
herself lucky to be going to an English university when her 
classmates were going to an Afrikaans university. It was the 
final break with her discordant language legacy, at least on a 
superficial level. 

With her inborn Jupiterian optimism and idealism sparked 
by the square aspect, she looked forward to university with 
great enthusiasm. What would she experience there? 

¤ ¤ ¤ ¤ ¤

Diana’s entry into high school coincided with her AP square 
Mercury whose domain, Gemini, it would enter a year later. 
The more down-to-earth learning of the Taurean third house 
would soon take off on the wings of thought. She loved school 
and hated holidays at home, which she found unstimulating. 

Mercury also manifested itself in the form of her first 
mentor: her English teacher, who she would later describe as 
an intellectual, was a German Jew whose parents had fled the 
Nazis before settling in South Africa. Diana sensed there was 
something unique in this woman, who taught her English 
literature, but also – without her knowing it – about different 
ways of being. Her classmates, from conservative Afrikaans 
families, didn’t relate to the teacher as strongly as Diana did, 
but having been introduced to foreign worlds by the Italians, 
she embraced the teacher’s ‘otherness’. 

They would always be close, and two decades later on a 
guided imagery journey into a forest to encounter one’s spiritual 
guide, Diana met up with her again. All this teacher said to her 
was: “Just know that you are.” This sense of “That I am” helped 
Diana greatly to accept her by then conscious tendency to be 
drawn to an unseen world which she seldom discussed with 
anyone lest they think there was something wrong with her.  

A year later, her relationships were highlighted by AP trine 
Saturn. Diana fell in love with a boy she saw as a rebel, but he 
chose a pretty blonde in her class as his girlfriend. Diana felt 
as unattractive and unfeminine as only an adolescent can. She 
became more aware of herself as a woman – the workings of AP 
sextile Venus at that time – and started wearing dresses more 
readily. (She still preferred the trousers though.) This longing 
for a loving relationship that would meet her emotional needs 
was perfectly reflected by AP quincuncx Moon. It manifested 
itself in her first writing: poems inspired by her unrequited 
love, aptly called Love, Hate, Worthless and Life and Death.  

 The change in the area of home and family, made possible 
by AP sextile Uranus, put her in touch with another part of the 
world; with Europe, where she, her mother and sister went to 
meet relatives. They visited several countries and Diana often 
felt as if she had ‘come home.’ Later in life, she would have a 
strong intuition that Europe was the ‘head’ of the world and 
Africa the ‘feet’ as expressed in these lines she wrote in 2005: 

Crucified I am on the four corners of the world:
My feet in Africa, root of the world
My head in Europe, mind of the world
My right arm in the West, body of the world
My left arm in the East, soul of the world

This expansion would be followed by a contraction, by a 
low point in the 3rd house of learning: Diana suddenly lost 
interest in her studies. AP square Sun following the depression 
gave her mental ego new impetus in Gemini, and she wrote 
more short, aphoristic poems. Although these seem mawkish 
today, it is noteworthy that they already featured the themes of 
her later life: that material possessions are secondary to inner 
riches, and that death might be more valuable than life. This 
phase heralded the beginning of a lifetime of writing about 
what was going on inside. But then, a natal Sun on a low point 
in the 12th house leans towards such introspection.

Wanda continues Diana’s story with her development to adulthood during the third 6 years of her life.

From Sodom and Gomorrah to the World
The third 6-year cycle: 1964 – 1969
by Wanda Smit      wandawhere@yahoo.com

Diana
26.02.1951, 07:00, Wolmaransstad, South Africa

mailto:wandawhere%40yahoo.com?subject=
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Early in her Diploma studies, Kim shares with us some of her work on the sub-personalities 
in her ‘Crystal Maze’.

Introducing The Crystal Maze
by Kim Earl

Life is a wondrous journey and one which constantly 
presents us with choices. Some of our own making 
and many that the universe decides for us. It can 
often feel like a bewildering maze and dealing with 
life choices and picking our path is the unique role 
that we all play. Is there a way to understand ‘the 
game’ and even more importantly can we ‘learn how 
to play it’?

I recently decided to take a new path and that 
path lead me to Astrology and APA. I am a student 
at the beginning of the Diploma Course and I am 
starting to understand how we can use astrology to 
better understand and play ‘life’s game’! 

I have been working on how our sub-personalities 
present themselves via our birth chart. The exercise 
inspired me; as did putting my ideas down in 
writing. My tutor has also encouraged me to share 
my thoughts and I find that not only am I happy to 
do so... I also feel compelled to do so! 

Here is my natal chart. I am sure this sentiment 
is embodied in my chart! I have yet to understand 
where. I look forward to finding it as I continue 
my journey... and no doubt, many other wonderful 
revelations too!

In my vision of our sub-personalities negotiating 
their way through life, we are indeed in a maze. 
However we are in no ordinary maze; in my world, 
we are in a glorious Crystal Maze! 

The characters in the Crystal Maze start as pure 
nothingness, emanating from the centre of chart. 
They are a blank canvas; if there is any form, there 
are simple vacant mannequins. 

My characters’ personalities only manifest when 
they start moving through the maze, and they gain 
‘coats of arms’ plus ‘masks & shoes’. 

The ‘coats of arms’ are the signs of the zodiac 
and the ‘masks & shoes’ are the planets. My 
characters move through 12 chambers of the maze. 
Each chamber requires the characters to perform 
challenges. The chambers are the houses. My 
characters ability to perform the challenges reflects 
their ability to work with their ‘coats of arms’ and 
their ‘masks & shoes’ This is also influenced by the 
Game Master; the Game Master being the aspects. 

There are 12 components to any ‘coats of arms’. 
The coat is both clothing and an Escutcheon 
(heraldic shield). Every complete coat is a therefore 
a patchwork. Each patch is a fabric/material with 
embroidered or embossed emblems. The coat 
has magical qualities which the wearer can use to 
perform the challenges presented to them in the 12 
chambers of the Maze and by the Game Master. 

The combination of the fabric and emblems 
reflect the inherent strengths of each of the signs of 
the zodiac. 

There are 10 combinations of Masks & Shoes, 
which reflect each planet. They give my characters 
a changeable set of faces and feet. Again they have 
magical qualities to help the wearer perform the 
challenges. 

In order to negotiate the Maze masterfully the 
Coats of Arms and Masks & Shoes need to be 
combined and synthesised into the most powerful 
combination using all the skills that are available at 
the right time. The characters objective is therefore 
to ‘come together’ to return back to the ‘pure 
nothingness’ from whence they came. As they set out Kim Earl

13/8/1961, 04.45, Tunbridge Wells, GB
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on their journey however they were unconnected, 
disparate soul parts. In co-joining to the tune of the 
Game Master, they learn, evolve and can ultimately 
fulfil their soul’s purpose and are able to re-unite 
with The Source.

One’s Coat can be any ordinary patchwork or it 
can be a magical dream-coat. We all have the promise 
of a truly magical and techni-coloured dream-coat!

In order to construct the characters in my Crystal 
Maze, I envisioned Coat of Arms and Mask & Shoe 
attributes for each of the planets and signs that were 
intuitive to me. I didn’t think about the ‘Me’ I know, 
I focused on the planets and the signs and divined 
images that were personal to me but not about me.

Each set of Coats of Arms and Mask & Shoes can 
then be combined to create character/sub-personality 
as they relate to the sign & planet combinations in 
the natal chart.

As I created the character for each of my sub-
personalities, I gave them a name. The names don’t 
reflect a me that I recognise; rather they are names 
representative of the image I have created. Being at 
the beginning of my journey of understanding, I 
have yet to map the characters back to the me that I 
am familiar with. It also seems that I have two sets of 
mapping to do. One which is to consider who these 
characters reflect how I see myself today and perhaps 
more profoundly, how they link to the True-Divine 
Me! That Me/One looking for unity and ultimate 
connection with The Source! 

Below are two of the characters that I found 
‘wandering through’ my Crystal Maze.

The other combinations have made some 
interesting sub-personalities too! I have Silver 
Shadow, Infra Red Ed and Pure Heart Pegasus to name 
a few of the others I have to get to know better.

If you look at my chart, you will see that Athena 
Blue and Dark Angel are aspected in my chart with 

a blue trine. My tutor has encouraged me to think 
about this!

‘What would Dark Angel and Athena Blue give 
birth to?’ She asked!

I am thinking about this as I am writing... and 
of course I need to look more closely. But I am sure 
you will see the same immediate connection. Dark 
Angel needs Athena Blue to help her fly! Also with 
the help of Dark Angel, Athena Blue will be able to 
use the mirror and crystal ball to look backwards 
and forwards to reflect on how together they can 
use information they have to achieve harmony. Dark 
Angel has been frustrated – that heavy Black Satin 
has been a burden! She needs to lighten up... not be 
afraid of flying and let what she sees and knows come 
forth. Athena Blue also needs to learn an important 
lesson and that is to take a look at Dark Angel’s dark 
side! Which can be frightening too!

As I continue my studies and the voyage through 
my crystal maze, I am going to enjoy getting to know 
my characters! And finding out how they can help 
each other, re-acquaint themselves and no doubt 
find some new ones hidden in there!

As I think about this, there is someone else I 
believe I need to understand more... and that is that 
Game Master; who is influencing the challenges; I 
definitely need to find out what he is about as well!

I hope you enjoy this piece and perhaps even 
consider looking for the characters that are in your 
maze too. 

As I stated above, I felt compelled to write and 
share this with you all. Life truly is a wonderful 
adventure and I have just found a hidden part of it, 
where that crystal in my maze is shining brightly. 
Perhaps if you permit, I can share more of my 
Journey Through The Crystal Maze with you?

¤ ¤ ¤ ¤ ¤

Planet in Sign Mask & Shoes Coat of Arms Sub-personality

Venus/Cancer
Face and feet of a fairy, able to use 
information for achieving harmony. 
Moves by flowing and floating

Flowing chiffon in blues and greys 
embroidered with shells and gold coins Athena Blue

Neptune/
Scorpio

Face of an angel and feet with wings 
able to fly but if not very careful 
will crash

Heavy black satin with an image of a 
mirror and a crystal ball Dark Angel
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patient returned to the practice and talked again, and 
her symptoms subsided. This continued ad infinitum. 
So this approach does not go deep enough. When 
people discuss their feelings honestly and seriously, 
there is always a cathartic effect, and the person feels 
supported, taken seriously and understood. There are 
psychic forces at work that exert a healing effect. It 
may be that people simply feel better and happier 
afterwards, or that their symptoms have diminished. I 
may call a friend and say: “I didn’t have a headache for 
three days after our last chat, but I do have one now.” 
Breuer found this phenomenon very confusing. Why 
wasn’t the catharsis permanent? Its effect is limited 
because it only concerns a certain emotional level. 
Anna O. had talked about her current emotions, for 
example: “why do no men love me?” She was not able 
to formulate the “underlying” question. “Why does 
nobody at all love me, why do I feel fundamentally 
unloved?” As long as the underlying, real, possibly 
depressive question remains unasked, the cathartic 
effect will remain superficial.
Correcting Emotional Experiences
Freud’s method was to seek out the “subtext”, the 
deeper layer. When insight is directed to it and catharsis 
achieved, the result is a deep and lasting effect. In the 
diagram of the consciousness – unconscious, on top 
there is an emotional layer (or text). This is the source 
of Anna O.’s questions: “Why do no men love me? 
Am I too ugly?” The answer would be: “No, you are 
not!” “Am I too stupid?” “No you are not!” “So why 
doesn’t anybody love me?” 

Catharsis
Catharsis includes elements of both Directive and 
Non-Directive Counselling. The Ancient Greeks 
created the art of drama in order to reproduce and 
represent conflict on the stage to enable spectators to 
achieve catharsis. Good, modern theatre and cinema 
still depict the confrontation with and empathy with 
conflict, encouraging spectators to reflect on these 
aspects of their own lives and enabling them to go home 
feeling moved and contemplative. In Ancient Greece, 
at the end of the play it was the role of the Chorus to 
guide the spectator to catharsis and give insight into 
deeper connections. For example at the end of Oedipus 
Rex by Sophocles, the chorus sings: “You see, Oedipus 
is innocent of guilt”. An extraordinary sentence, which 
anticipates the “new ethics” of depth psychology (see 
Erich Neumann: Depth Psychology and a New Ethic).

I may go home and think: “What is free will, 
what is entrapment and what is fate?” A good theatre 
director still aims to achieve catharsis for his audience 
today, not just to entertain them; that is the role of 
the entertainment industry. He wants to touch his 
audience and make them think! The same is true for a 
good author. He wants to communicate something to 
his readers. He is basically a kind of therapist.

Josef Breuer, one of Freud’s colleagues in Vienna, 
had a famous female patient known as Anna O. (c.f. 
Studies on Hysteria, 1895, Volume 1, Collected Works of 
Freud). Anna O. had discovered something that she 
called a “talking cure”. She went to Dr Breuer with her 
hysterical symptoms (paralysis and pain in her thighs), 
and started to talk to him about her life and what was 
troubling her emotionally.

After a while, she realised that she felt better 
after these conversations. The pain subsided and the 
paralysis was less marked, so that she was even able to 
run a short distance. Breuer was fascinated and used 
the word catharsis for these effects. It was obvious 
that these talking sessions had a cathartic effect. After 
observing this on numerous occasions, he told Freud 
about it. He was also able to observe how the cathartic 
effect subsided after a few days only for the symptoms 
to return as strongly as before, at which point the 

In this third of a series of articles first published in Astrolog, Wolfhard considers non-directive 
counselling. Earlier articles of this series covered (1) the concept of personal counselling, or 
therapy, which focuses on the importance of the interior life, the emotions and (2) directive 
counselling, including directing/warning/banning, encouragement/suggestion and advice. 
Translated from German by Heather Ross. 

Talk Therapy for Astrologers  3
Non-Directive Counselling
by Wolfhard König
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Initially these questions bring relief and allow 
energy to flow. But underneath there is something 
quite different, that feeds this layer; in my example, 
a depressive basic attitude. When I entered the world 
no one smiled at me, nobody was empathetic, nobody 
was interested in me, it would be better if I weren’t 
here at all (subtext). A quite different question is being 
asked here. The person should have been encouraged 
to ask these questions in therapy: “Why did I come 
into this world, when it doesn’t welcome me (or the 
people here don’t like me, or they don’t know any 
better) not really, not in the way that I need”. She 
would then have been able to actually confront the 
lack that she experienced. This would have given her 
the chance to experience the world differently now, 
having been able to undergo so-called “correcting 
emotional experiences” (F. Alexander, 1951).

She could see that there are people around who do 
like her, who do want relationships with her or even 
love her. Both layers of experience would converge, 
put each other into perspective. She would have 
been able, within a couple of years, to meet a man 
who was really right for her. Because she would no 
longer radiate the feelings that she felt unloved and 
ugly, which caused men to ignore her, because that is 
exactly how it works.
Giving the Patient Space
Catharsis that only involves the conscious or pre-
conscious level does not go far enough. Modern depth 
psychology works like this: To start with, the patient 
talks about the conscious text, what she knows about 
herself and is able to discuss. Men ignore me; I know, I 
have experienced it, I can describe it. Underneath that 
is a subtext, for example, a depressive basic attitude. “I 
am not worthy of being loved.” Only when both texts 
converge can the problem be identified and addressed 
in its entirety. The subtext is the 
deeper layer (diagram 1), and the 
patient is not aware of it. She may 
even say, when talking about her 
early childhood: “Everything was 
ok, only the men caused trouble.” 
Should men be changed or just 
tolerated? It is a question of 
understanding the whole context. 
Catharsis is therefore something 
really new. It gives patients the 
space to talk about themselves and their emotions. 
I am not being authoritarian and demanding that 
something be done, nor am I encouraging, I am just 
giving my patient space in which he can talk about 
how he really feels. This is already a smooth transition 
to non-directive counselling.

Non-Directive Counselling
What is non-directive counselling? It’s quite simple. 
When we have a conscious text above an underlying 
unconscious one, how can the unconscious text be 
accessed? That is the main purpose of depth psychology, 
and it can only be achieved in a non-directive setting.

The paradoxical question that arises in depth 
psychology counselling is actually: How do I get the 
patient to talk about something he is not aware of? It 
sounds like a joke, but this is the reality. The answer 
is to create a non-directive space for the patient. I will 
explain the principle in detail below, for the technique 
can also be very useful to us in astrological counselling.
Free Association
Freud called the opening up of a non-directive space 
“free association”. That is actually the only secret of 
modern depth psychology, but it is highly complex, 
and spiritual people have actually always been aware 
of it, for example, certain priests. Underneath the 
conscious mind lies the unconscious (diagram 2). 

The diagram shows the patient’s conscious mind, his 
unconscious and a defence mechanism. Then the 
therapist’s consciousness, unconscious and defence 
mechanism. The first step towards the non-directive 
method was Freud’s realisation that of the four entities, 
only one knew the unconscious text that was hidden 
in the patient’s unconscious (complex/trauma). The 
consciousness of the therapist focuses on what the 
patient is saying. The patient’s consciousness and 
the therapist’s unconscious do not know it; neither 
does the therapist’s unconscious. But the patient’s 
unconscious does know it and is the only one to do 
so. This changes the whole situation enormously, and 
it should be obvious that a authoritarian approach will 
be totally inappropriate. The learned professor can no 
longer step in and say: “I will now tell you what to 
do. I know what is good for you.” He will phrase it 
differently: “Can we connect with each other in order 
to enable your unconscious to give us the information 
that we need?” 

Diagram 1

Diagram 2
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So the focus is now the patient instead of the 
doctor. Initially, doctors were offended; they were 
the authorities after all, they were in charge. But this 
diagram shows that they did NOT know the most 
important thing. Today we have a way of finding it 
out. A space is created between the two people, known 
as “free association” (diagram 3).

If this space is effective for long enough, it exerts a 
pull on the unconscious information and this appears 
in the consciousness. The patient dreams of something, 
for example, has flashes of insight or memories.
What is free association?
Two people sit opposite each other. The therapist does 
not decide what they will talk about, but just says: 
“We have 50 minutes of time and peace. Nobody will 
disturb us. This is your space and your time. You are 
free to express everything that occurs to you or goes 
through your head or is emotionally important to you. 
These are the basic principles of psychoanalysis.

The patient usually finds this situation unfamiliar. 
Other people don’t usually make this kind of offer, 
not teachers, not policeman on the street and not the 
businessman, why should they?

The patient is unsettled and says: “Yes, what do 
you think, what should I talk about? Should I talk 
about my mother?” The therapist will answer logically: 
“What is bothering you?” At worst, the patient will 
say: “nothing!”

Then the therapist says: “I thought you were 
depressed? Why don’t you talk about that? Is something 
bothering you inside?” 

It is a special kind of dialogue, in which the 
therapist is not allowed to take control, because he 
does not have the required knowledge. He doesn’t 
know which thoughts will enter the patient’s head, 
which biographical situations are significant, the 
nature of the unconscious texts. 

He might have some clues if it’s suspected that 
depression is involved, but this is not very helpful 
though, because it is abstract knowledge. The concrete 

knowledge lies in the patient’s unconscious. (Diagram 
2 – complex / trauma).

We ask the unconscious to help us, for example, in a 
dream. When going to sleep, I can ask my unconscious 
to send me dreams that I can remember. Ordering this 
to happen because I want to keep a dream diary will 
not work. 

The unconscious cannot be ordered about. It is 
ruled by the gods, the archetypes, in the collective 
unconscious (diagram 4), 
which is what Jung called 
the archetypal space. These 
gods are the ones the Ancient 
Greeks called Zeus, Jupiter, 
etc., and the ones we call 
planets. They are archetypal, 
therefore superior, powers. We 
cannot command them, but 
we can invite them to appear 
by means of free association.
Example
A patient comes to about the tenth therapy session, 
lies on the couch and says: “”I’ve just realised that I 
didn’t prepare anything to talk about on the way here 
in the car.” This is interesting information, which also 
tells me that he had prepared in advance to talk first 
about his mother, then his brother, then his boss, in 
an attempt to fill the session time. His consciousness 
wanted to retain control without my realising.

He had obviously now built up enough trust that 
he “forgot” to prepare something to talk about.

Previously, he had worried about finding something 
to talk about and what would happen if he could not 
think of anything to say. The therapist’s approach is 
to wait until the patient thinks of something to say, 
without forcing anything. He wants to create a space 
where a vortex can develop. When the conscious 
minds of both parties take it seriously and really invite 
the unconscious to express itself, an idea pops up, 
this is the free association. The patient may suddenly 
say: “Although I didn’t prepare anything to talk about 
on the way here, I had a very strange image on the 
journey. But I’m afraid to talk about it now.”

In this free space there are no moral judgements, 
“everything” is allowed. “Yes, I suddenly imagined 
that your practice was burning down. I feel 
embarrassed to have thought that.” Now the rules 
of conscious communication can be dispensed with. 
“Your unconscious has given us a gift. A spontaneous 
image came into your head that was neither conscious 
nor voluntary. I am convinced that you would not 
consciously want it to happen, but your unconscious 
mind does and we want to find out why. There is 
actually a good reason why. I think that you do not 

Diagram 4Diagram 3
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want to burn down my practice, but want to express 
something unconsciously. What do you want to set 
fire to? What do you want to burn down? Why so 
much anger? Now we are on to something. First the 
unconscious gives us this present, which is frightening 
to start with and the patient keeps it secret, and then 
he wonders: “Is this space safe? Has a vortex developed 
so that this image may rise up so that we can work on 
it?”

When the patient expresses it, we can access the 
vital information. This is the first piece in a whole 
cascade of information that may follow. In the next 
session, he may report a dream in a similar vein (for 
example, he is fleeing from a fire that wants to devour 
him. It may happen that the anger (the fire) was 
transferred to the therapist; the difficult relationship 
with his boss at work is made worse because behind it 
lies an experience with an authoritarian father. Then 
we have completely understood the spontaneous 
image, a starting point that initially seemed absurd.
Final Remarks
The process described above means relinquishing 
power in order to enable emancipation. The professor 
or doctor can no longer insist that he knows everything 
(better) and can tell the patient what to do. He must 
acknowledge that he has no access to the critical 
information, i.e. the patient’s unconscious conflict. 
The power has been transferred to the patient, or 
rather to the patient’s unconscious. If the patient’s 
unconscious closes up, then therapy will fail. If the 
patient’s ideas are not considered, then it is impossible 
to work on the problem. Without free association, the 
unconscious text cannot be heard.

So it is vital that the unconscious wants to cooperate 
in making the unconscious text accessible. After all, it 
is part of the patient and wants to take part in life.

“The gods want me to live, as it were.” If I invite 
them, they usually come. It is not the unconscious 
that is hostile, but the defence mechanism that is 
connected to my fears. My unconscious mind, in 
which the defence mechanism operates (Freud 1923: 
Structural model) does not want to know the painful 
truth, even if the gods want to tell it.
Psychoanalysis as a spiritual process
It is significant that, because of the nature of free 
association, psychoanalysis and depth psychology 
are basically spiritual processes. They are not active 
methods or techniques, but a relinquishing of “power”, 
an appeal to the gods. The archetypes of the collective 
unconscious are ultimately levels where the vital 
images are found and deep memories are controlled.

I can invite the gods to enter this space of free 
association. If patient and therapist create this space 

in a spirit of integrity, they will come, sooner or later. 
This opens up an element of risk; what will “come 
up”? What will the gods say?

The therapist may expect sexual images but 
religious ones come instead. A religious therapist may 
expect religious images but may be confronted by 
sexual ones.

There are magic/religious techniques in Africa in 
which groups in appeal to the gods in dances known 
as transfiguration rituals.

An ethnologist (Guni Baxa, Verkörperungen (= 
incarnations)), who reported on this, points out that 
gaps in these rituals are key moments.

They are not completely choreographed, like real 
dances, but spaces are allowed to open up occasionally. 
Things enter these spaces that are not caused or 
controlled by the dancers, but which just pop up like 
free ideas.

One dancer suddenly dances a new routine that 
comes to him spontaneously. These ideas come from 
the gods, according to the natives. The high priest pays 
close attention to these gaps, for there he sees what the 
gods want to communicate.

Rituals are started in order to create these spaces. 
The gods are invited into these free spaces and they 
reveal themselves in the sudden departures from the 
routines by the dancers. The priest must interpret it, 
rather like the Oracle of Delphi.

G. Baxa wrote: “Transfiguration rituals build on 
a sequence of several steps… Like the ritual village 
square, this sequence forms the protected space in 
which the unplanned and the unpredictable can reveal 
themselves.” So this knowledge and process is ancient; 
Freud just brought it into a modern setting!

Depth psychology follows exactly the same 
procedure, whereby the creation of space for free 
association is essential. If patient and therapist fill this 
space with too much talking, previous knowledge and 
methodologies, there is no room for anything new to 
enter (from the gods).

Above the Asclepian temples in Ancient Greece 
(the Isle of Kos, etc.), which mainly work with dream 
interpretation, stands the inscription: “We ask the 
gods to help us better understand what is happening 
within us.” This is also the basic principle of Freudian 
psychoanalysis and modern depth psychology.

Free association is the key and it is non-directive. It 
can best be produced in long-term therapy, in which 
the archetypes, or the gods, can be communicated 
with, in collaboration with the unconscious. But how 
can we use this in astrological psychology?

/Continued in next issue

¤ ¤ ¤ ¤ ¤
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Core Group
The initial stages of this project did not work out quite 
as planned since Pam was accepted as a student at Law 
School in Florida and became immersed in her studies 
there, so Richard was faced with the task of creating the 
teaching Manuals himself. At that time, he and Alice were 
holding periodic meetings in their home in Totnes, Devon, 
attended by a small group of astrologers who had become 
interested in the Huber approach. Richard invited these 
early devotees to become involved with the new School 
and it was from them that the first School Council was 
formed. They became an integral part of the early years of 
the School acting as a sounding board for Richard’s writing 
and some, including Val Burnham, Suzanne Deuter, 
Marcus Mason, Jonathan Powell, Joan Swallow and Brian 
Vickery, made valuable contributions to the content of the 
teaching manuals.

The task of creating the first set of teaching manuals, 
a Diploma Course in Astrology, was larger than originally 
envisaged and wasn’t completed until the end of 1984. The 
first student was enrolled in February 1985. Bruno and 
Louise came to England at Easter that year and ran a 5 day 
seminar at Dartington in Devon, as a result of which the 
School enrolled more students. In the years that followed 
School Council members, who also became the first tutors, 
ran workshops introducing this new approach to astrology 
and chart interpretation in various locations in the UK 
and overseas. Almost invariably there was an enthusiastic 
response, whether from beginners or experienced 
astrologers, and so the School grew.

New Courses
Richard eventually decided that a Foundation course was 
necessary for potential students who had no previous 
astrological knowledge, so he wrote the Foundation 
courses which are still being used. Over the years there 
have been many evolving changes in the Courses and an 
increasing emphasis on the need for astrologers to acquire 
counselling skills to work with clients and this is the path 
the School continues to follow today. Didactic seminars 
have progressed to experiential workshops and these have 
become an integral part of the School’s teaching. They 
have also provided an opportunity for students to meet 
and get to know one another in depth, contributing to 
the development of the strong “family” feeling amongst 
students and tutors.

The School became a member of the Advisory Panel 
on Astrological Education (APAE) in 1987, and has been 
actively engaged in providing, promoting and supporting 
high quality astrological education since then.

¤ ¤ ¤ ¤ ¤

In Spring 1981 Richard Llewellyn had resigned from his 
work in industry having decided to practise as an astrologer, 
tutor for the Mayo School, and also work on material 
which he was recording as a series of audio tapes for 
teaching astrology. In the autumn of that year he met with 
Pamela Tyler, an American astrologer working in London. 
Pam was in Devon, and staying with Richard and his wife 
Alice, to run a weekend workshop in a “new” approach to 
chart interpretation – the Huber Method – which Pam had 
encountered at a seminar in Switzerland, run by Bruno & 
Louise Huber, earlier in the year.

The workshop generated much enthusiasm and Pam 
encouraged Richard to go to Switzerland the following year 
to attend another 5 day introductory seminar which the 
Hubers were to run in Sarnen following the first Astrology 
World Congress in Zurich at Easter. Feeling that the 
“traditional” approach he was teaching was sterile, he made 
the decision to go and, in Richard’s words, it turned out to 
be the turning point in his life. For him the psychological 
approach, originally conceived some 20 years earlier whilst 
Bruno & Louise were working with Italian psychiatrist 
Roberto Assagioli in Florence, suddenly gave purpose and 
meaning to astrology.

Bringing the material to a wide audience
Although this seminar was in English the Hubers normally 
taught only in German at classes held in their home in 
Adliswil and Pam and Richard felt that their psychological 
approach deserved a wider audience.

They talked this over and at a meeting in a Knightsbridge 
pub in London on 8th June 1983 at 12:30pm made the 
decision to found the English Huber School and write 
some very simple material which students could build on 
themselves. Amongst the decisions which were agreed on 
at the meeting was that, during the course, students would 
work on their own chart as well as that of their tutor and 
a friend who was well known to them. With hindsight 
this was probably an important ingredient which greatly 
contributed to the successes which the School’s Diploma 
Course has achieved.

Pam and Richard discussed the content of the Lessons 
which each agreed to write. This would entail acquiring a 
deep understanding of the Hubers’ approach, since Bruno 
and Louise taught verbally and there was no material 
available to translate. The English School Manuals would 
have to be created from nothing, and this mainly entailed 
editing notes made at various opportunities to meet with 
the Hubers at their home in Switzerland and at seminars 
which were subsequently arranged for them in England.

This is an edited version of an article by Richard Llewellyn, first published as an editorial in the 10th 
anniversary issue of the Newsletter and included in ‘Conjunction Digest’ Volume 2.

How the English Huber School/API(UK) 
came into being
by Richard Llewellyn



CONJUNCTION No. 58, July 2013, Page 25

the institution of the AA’s annual conferences in 1969, has 
encouraged the introduction of an increasing range of ideas, 
making us something of an astrological melting pot. This 
breadth of vision was greatly encouraged by John Addey’s 
unifying concept of harmonics in astrology. The first ever 
empirical/philosophical attempt to produce a “unified 
theory” of astrology based on first principles provides the 
student with a framework by which s/he may approach the 
common ground of different schools of astrology as different 
facets of one truth.

Against such a catholic background the many diverse 
strands of contemporary astrology can be considered not 
only with tolerance but even with enthusiasm, revealing 
as they do the universality and infinite applicability and 
adaptability of our symbolism. Such a truly astrological 
viewpoint can enable us to consider with relative equanimity 
such diverse threads as Sidereal astrology, the work of 
Rudhyar and Ruperti, the writings of William Lilly, the 
researches of the Gauquelins, the cosmobiological work of 
the Ebertins, the ideas of Witte and the Hamburg School, 
and the increasing influx of psychological ideas. Indeed it is 
the cross-fertilisation of these and many other currents by 
the AA and others that have established the UK’s reputation 
as the place where astrologers of all persuasions can happily 
meet and discuss their different approaches across the 
spectrum of astrology, from the most esoteric speculation to 
the most empirical research, from theory to practice.

In organised education, the emergence of the Mayo 
School in 1974, the fruit of Jeff Mayo’s many years with 
the FAS, provided a healthy element of competition. 
At that point the FAS undertook a major revision of its 
courses and educational activities. Likewise the growth of 
Adult Education classes around the country and the re-
opening of the FAS’s London School in 1979, has helped to 
expand and improve astrological education. Most notable 
has been the rapid growth of interest in relating astrology 
with Jungian psychology, transpersonal psychology, 
Assagioli’s psychosynthesis and related ideas, culminating 
in the establishment of Liz Greene’s Centre for Psychological 
Astrology (CPA) in London. It has also produced a rapidly 
increasing interest in the development of counselling skills 
for astrologers. In the past few years, no doubt aided by 
Jupiter conjunct Uranus in Sagittarius, the educational 
side of things has really begun to take off. A wide range 
of personal and particular courses have emerged. In short, 
astrological education of every kind is bubbling as never 
before and the would-be student has a plethora of choice, 
probably unknown before in the history of our science and 
art.

The Huber Course
Now this already rich and powerful stream of astrological 
education is joined by yet another tributary, the English 

The advent of a major new astrology correspondence 
course into the English-speaking market is something of an 
event. I say “major” course because this is a fully fledged, 
professionally produced course backed by a sophisticated 
School Council and an integrated program of seminars, 
which lead on to the award of the Swiss API’s Diploma. 
The production team and tutorial staff is a group of highly 
professional individuals, with a strong component of 
counselling expertise, including Val Burnham, Brenda Miller, 
Jonathan Powell, Joan and Reynold Swallow, Pam Tyler and 
Brian Vickery, all enthusiastically co-ordinated by Dick [sic!] 
Llewellyn. Based on over 25 years of teaching and client-
centred research and experience by Bruno and Louise Huber 
with their Swiss/German Astrologisch-Psychologisches Institut, 
it presents a highly methodical and structured approach to 
the Hubers’ particular brand of psychological astrology. It 
is clearly a course which is here to stay and which will add 
its own particular stamp to the evolution and development 
of astrology in the English-speaking world, as it has already 
to the German-speaking astrological community where 
over 8,000 students have already studied under this system. 
Before considering the course in detail we need first to see its 
place in the spectrum of astrological education as a whole.

The Development of Astrological Education
In the Middle Ages astrology was taught in university. 
As with other subjects, such as medicine to which it was 
closely allied, the student would travel from teacher to 
teacher developing his own personal understanding. With 
the Renaissance astrology’s formal study in university was 
either banned, as in France, or it gradually faded. During the 
17th and l8th centuries tuition seems to have been almost 
entirely by personal apprenticeship. Organised astrology 
classes and lectures seem to have begun to re-emerge towards 
the end of the 19th century. By 1896 Alan Leo’s Astrological 
Society had visions of founding an Astrological Institute in 
London, complete with formal courses and examinations, 
but the time was not yet ripe. Nonetheless, the idea took 
root somewhere in the collective unconscious of British 
astrology and in 1948 Alan Leo’s Society’s direct heir, the 
Astrological Lodge of the Theosophical Society, gave birth to the 
Faculty of Astrological Studies. From that point astrological 
education in Britain, and soon thereafter by correspondence 
throughout the world, has been on a steadily upward curve. 
In the past few years there has been a veritable explosion 
of astrological education with the scope and standards of 
courses and examinations increasing throughout the world. 
There is almost daily news of major courses, seminars and 
conferences from every quarter of the world. Astrological 
education is booming. 

Astrological Education in Britain
In Britain the establishment of the broadly based AA in 1958 
with its commitment to a universal outlook in astrology, and 

With the first availability of the English Huber School courses, ex-AA President Charles Harvey presented this 
review in the Astrological Journal in 1985. We thank the AA (www.astrologicalassociation.com) for permission 
to republish this slightly abridged version, containing interesting background on the astrological scene at the 
time. How different from today! And how valid do you think his observations were?

The English Huber School
by Charles Harvey

http://www.astrologicalassociation.com
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Huber School, bringing its own particular approach and 
theories. Like many recent developments, the course 
concentrates on the specialised application of astrological 
principles to psychological counselling, emphasising 
astrology’s power as a tool for developing self-awareness and 
personal growth. Those who already have a broad general 
background in astrology and who have perhaps attended a 
Huber seminar and who are already attracted to the Hubers’ 
approach and viewpoint need not hesitate. This is the course 
for them. It is extremely clearly written, well put together 
and attractively presented so that the Hubers’ ideas come 
over much more clearly and coherently than they do in their 
own books. The Certificate course will give the student a 
clear grasp of the Hubers’ astro-psychological approach to 
any chart, though it will not teach them to write detailed 
written analyses, a skill the Hubers consider “not relevant 
to psychological astrology.” The course also gives them an 
opportunity to work with their tutor applying the principles 
they are learning to their own chart and to the charts of 
other individuals known to them.

The uncommitted would-be student who wants to choose 
a foundation course in astrology to study will however want 
to see where the benefits and drawbacks might be attendant 
on embarking upon this course rather than another, such 
as the CPA, FAS, Mayo or NCGR courses. To start with 
the weaknesses, it has to be said that the Huber School 
tends to be a “closed system”, i.e. it is a closely structured 
relatively dogmatic and authoritative system which claims 
that it is “intensively researched” and that whilst it “follows 
traditional thinking in many respects... (that)... it has stripped 
away many confusing issues which have built up over the 
centuries...” Such an approach is common in many schools 
of astrology and can, of course, give students confidence at 
an early stage, enabling them to obtain a secure foothold. 
But unless this is set in a larger context, it can also breed 
an unfortunate dogmatism and intolerance which mitigates 
against the very universality of outlook which astrology 
implies.

Thus, for example, in developing its own highly 
interesting and valuable correlation between the aspect 
patterns, planets and colour the course only considers aspects 
which are a multiple of 30° and ignores other aspects such 
as 45/135° and the quintile and septile series. Unfortunately, 
astrology in our present state of understanding is far from 
tidy. Thus even if only as an aside, students ought to know 
that other schools place great emphasis on such aspects. In 
fairness it should be said that the introductory course does 
tolerantly and commendably emphasise that “there are no 
hard and fast rules in chart interpretation – only guidelines” 
and, like the main course, does recommend a good wide 
range of further reading.

Other examples of relatively unqualified particularity 
in the course are in the area of orbs for aspects, where an 
interesting concept, also found in Hindu astrology, of one-
directional aspects is set out. The Hubers have definite ideas 
about the nature of the signs, 11½° of a sign is considered 
to be the strongest point of expression,  8-18° are strong 
and 0-3° and 27-30° are weak. It would be interesting to see 
some of the evidence presented, say of a case-study kind, 
which has led to such clear demarcations. Similarly I would 
be happier with evidence being given for what are perhaps 

the most controversial areas: house division (Koch), Age 
Progression and the encouragement of its use for rectification 
at this level of training.

Regarding the houses, central to the Hubers’ approach 
are their highly elaborate refinements of the “house intensity 
curve” and “shadow planets” which attribute important 
differences in interpretation to different areas of the houses 
based on many years of observation in client work. Thus it is 
claimed that planets just behind the angles, within about 5° 
show an individual who “will not feel they have achieved the 
success or satisfaction that is being sought and so will strive 
even harder”. This, as it is pointed out, tends to be supported 
by Gauquelin’s findings. What is not pointed out is that 
Addey’s detailed analysis of the Gauquelin’s character trait 
data would appear to contradict the Hubers’ concept of the 
“Low Point” in the houses. This, it is taught, is supposed to 
be an area where “planets cannot be fully applied to external 
life”. Yet for Mars at this position Addey finds that people 
tend strongly to be described as “self-willed, energetic, 
ardent, vigorous, courageous”, whilst those with Jupiter here 
tend to be described as “original, authoritative, directors”.

Regarding Age Progression, this may or may not be as 
valuable as claimed, but with the vast “array of different 
forecasting tools available” one would ideally like to see 
this method more rigorously discussed against a larger 
background. This is particularly the case where students are 
told that the Age Point can be used, with a minimum of 8 
psychologically significant life events, to “identify an accurate 
time of birth’’. Whilst students are not recommended to 
use this where the time of birth is entirely unknown, the 
impression is given that this approach is relatively simple 
and water-tight. It could of course be so, but on the face of 
it, it seems highly unlikely. 

There is not the space here to examine other controversial 
aspects of the course, such as the well-known attribution of 
Saturn to the Mother, except to say that where ideas deviate 
from long standing tradition it would be valuable for students 
to be given slightly more indication of this fact so that they 
are equipped to discuss such ideas with non-Huber students 
and do not simply slip into an alternative dogmatism.

In the case of the introductory course, there is probably 
a case for some more practical interpretative work to sustain 
the student’s interest through the large amount of basic 
theory, and some may question the lack of any training 
in calculations and dependence on computer printout. 
Likewise the useful potted history of astrology could be 
helpfully extended to say something about other schools and 
approaches, here the extensive reading lists certainly offer 
much scope for personal exploration, and to have a personal 
tutor to answer questions for this period at this price must 
represent very good value indeed.

Criticisms aside, these are very well-constructed and 
imaginatively presented courses. If you are considering 
embarking upon professional training in psychologically 
oriented astrology this Course deserves serious consideration 
as part of your studies. However, the vary nature of astrology 
demands that each student should in a sense adopt the 
Medieval model and obtain the widest range of viewpoints 
and approaches. The student reared exclusively on the Huber, 
or any other single school, would not be doing justice to 
themselves or astrology.

¤ ¤ ¤ ¤ ¤
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Reviews
We’ve had a Hundred Years of 
Psychotherapy and the World’s 
getting worse
by James Hillman and Michael 
Ventura

Review by Joyce Hopewell

This is an edgy and thought-provoking 
book, published in 1992 and still in print now. I first 
read it when I was training in personal psychosynthesis 
and my therapist recommended it after a discussion in 
one of our sessions. Re-reading it now, the contents are 
as fresh and relevant as they were then – in some ways 
more so as awareness grows of the implications of our 
changing world.

Divided into three sections of dialogue and letters 
exchanged between psychologist James Hillman and 
journalist Michael Ventura, it records their often 
unsettling views on the state of the world and their 
ideas of how working with the soul just might help us 
get out of the mess we seem to be sleepwalking towards.

The first dialogue, entitled A Cell of Revolution, 
explores their personal views and feelings about 
psychotherapy in the context of what they see as an ever-
worsening world where our means of communication 
are becoming more and more distant and detached. 
Emails, tweets, texts, voice mail – and in 1992 when 
the book was published, faxes too – have all replaced 
more personally engaged forms of communication. 
We can be in touch with friends, family and colleagues 
anywhere in the world in an impersonal way, but we 
may not know our next door neighbour.

Part 2 of the book is composed of a series of letters 
exchanged between the two men, in which they argue, 
share experiences and debate the return to soul they are 
exploring in the book. I enjoyed this section and for 
me, it provided a more coherent and readable format 
for their ideas. Hillman says, “We have to have new 
thinking… soul-making must be re-imagined” stating 
that a “return to the soul of things (environmental 
concerns, deep ecology)” are required in addition to the 
focus on individuality found in therapy which neglects 
the world’s soul. Taking environmental concerns further, 
he asks “Do we feel down because we are sick, or are we 
sick because we are down?” citing environmental causes 
such as chemicals, noise pollution, food additives and 
high tension lines as possible causes of sickness and 
depression. Treatment begins with the client, not with 
the world, so is psychiatry afraid that their clientele 
would be lost if they became eco-activists?

Ventura explores the question What is a client? in 
one of his letters, looking at the expectations embedded 

in the therapist/client role and relationship. This short 
letter alone provides useful and thought-provoking 
material for any student of astrological psychology 
who intends to work with clients. At various times 
in their dialogues, too, Hillman refers to Saturn, 
earning brownie points from me as he clearly has some 
astrological knowledge. He studied with Jung, so maybe 
it’s not so surprising to find the occasional astrological 
reference in the book.

The second dialogue, Pick up if You’re There (a 
reference to the distanced communication touched 
on earlier and illustrated graphically in this section), 
is a rant between the two men with many shocking, 
thought-provoking and radical ideas which reflect 
the book’s title. Their discussion covers new ways for 
looking at personal life experiences, values and beliefs, 
and at how therapy can help. They suggest that the 
therapist steps out of the expected role and encourages 
clients to bring real life concerns into the therapeutic 
session. When my therapist recommended this book 
to me, I’d been questioning why I needed to come to 
therapy (it was a requirement of my training). I felt 
it was time to stop as there were far more important 
things out in the world to be considered. I was very 
fortunate to have a wise and responsible therapist who 
had read this book and who didn’t need to hang on 
to me as a fee-paying client. We agreed on one final 
session to close the work we’d done together and to 
discuss some of the ideas in this book.

I recommend this book if you’re looking for a 
read which will be challenging and will jolt you into 
thinking more deeply about the world we live in, and 
the role you might play as an astrological consultant 
working with clients, fee-paying or not. Hillman and 
Ventura don’t pussy-foot about. They speak their minds 
and their truths, they swear and they are irreverent at 
times too. But they are honest and their dialogues and 
letters look not only at psychotherapy, but at many 
other aspects of contemporary living.

I close with an insightful quote from the book by 
Hillman, which can be used and applied personally 
as well as with our astrological clients, “For me, the 
greatest moral choice we can make today, if we are truly 
concerned with the oppressed and stressed lives of our 
client’s souls, is to sharpen their sense of beauty… sense, 
imagination, pleasure, beauty are what the soul longs 
for, knowing innately that these would be its cure.”

¤ ¤ ¤ ¤ ¤

You can see Joyce’s astrological psychology blog at  
http://joycehopewell.blogspot.com

http://joycehopewell.blogspot.com
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Getting To The Heart Of Your Chart
Playing Astrological Detective

by Frank C. Clifford
Flare Publications in conjunction with the 
London School of Astrology 2012

Review by Kathy Rogers

Having both met Frank and listened to him lecture at an 
Astrological Association Conference a couple of years ago, 
I was keen to read his new book. His presentational style 
is witty, vibrant and clear in explanation. I was interested 
to see how this book compared.

The book starts by considering how astrologers can 
approach chart synthesis and interpretation. Frank uses 
the planets to explore some of the pitfalls: the judgement 
of Jupiter, the rigid pigeon-holing of Saturn, the wooliness 
of Neptune or the fated approach of Pluto. Although a 
relatively short section, this is one that challenges the 
reader to consider how much genuine thought they 
have applied to their own astrological practice. To give a 
taste, he says: “without numerous case studies, we end up 
reinforcing other astrologers’ observations and imposing 
stereotypes onto people. Only by building up an arsenal 
of traits can we avoid plastering clients with planetary 
presumptions and astrological assumptions!”. 

Frank devotes a couple of pages to the importance of 
accurate chart data. He worked with Lois Rodden and is 
meticulous about referencing his sources of birth data, 
using the professional standards set by Rodden. And this 
brings me to one of the magical things about this book. It 
is full of example charts, with over 150 horoscope wheels 
printed throughout the text. 

Frank carefully delineates how he sets about looking 
at a chart and explains his use of, for example, the Equal 
House System. However, he is not a Huber astrologer and 
I did find myself re-drawing charts of particular interest to 
me in the Huber method. With Frank not being a Huber 
astrologer, the book takes a different approach to chart 
interpretation from the APA. Therefore, for example, he 
considers rulerships, dispositors and retrograde planets. 
Although as Frank comments, this isn’t a book dedicated 
to teaching astrology’s fundamental principles, each 
technique is covered sufficiently to enable the reader to 
follow Frank’s subsequent thinking and approach. The 
book is therefore a great way of exploring some concepts 
not covered in the APA Diploma Course.

This book offers practical and practised approaches to 
applying concepts and there are some real descriptive gems 
within its pages. Take this description of the four angles:

“The four angles are like labels or badges. The Ascendant 
is an identity badge – our meet-and-greet personality. The 
Midheaven is the social or professional badge we wear 
that says ‘doctor’ or ‘counsellor’ – how we and others may 
sum up our CV in shorthand. The Descendant is our 
partner badge – who we’re looking for, as well as the areas 
of ourselves we project onto others. The IC badge is our 
family coat of arms – a collective history and summation 
of what went before.”

Frank’s intention is to explore very practical ways of 
understanding horoscopes. He sets out what he considers 
makes a planet influential in a chart; underscores the 
importance of having a good astrological vocabulary to 
give depth, breadth and accuracy to an interpretation; and 
gives insights into the key factors he particularly considers 
when appraising a chart. Throughout the book, every idea 
and suggestion is illustrated with example charts. The text 
is underpinned by the principle of keeping things simple 
coupled with a delightful curiosity. It challenges you to 
really think about the core tenets you bring to your own 
astrology, offering you the opportunity to review and 
sharpen up some of the assumptions you might have made 
along the way.

In part four, Frank explores chart themes or signatures, 
again demonstrating how these might be identified 
through example charts and biographies. He contends that 
any chart contains at least one of five themes: a dominant 
or missing element or mode; a sign or house emphasis; 
one or a set of planetary overtones (a repeating emphasis 
on a planet); a major configuration tying up signs, planets 
and houses (‘pockets’) of the chart; or a pivotal aspect or 
feature to the chart’s action.

This part of the book, for me, offers two reasons for 
taking time to really study its contents. Firstly, there are 
enough example charts for you to have a go at picking out 
the themes and seeing if you agree with Frank’s thoughts, 
cementing learning through active engagement with the 
material. Secondly, this practice will hone your skills as 
an astrologer, enabling you to intuitively, but with a clear 
astrological basis, get to the heart of a chart and identify 
one or several life themes for your client. This is a key skill 
and it takes practice.

Perhaps one reason that I enjoy Frank’s work so much 
is his focus on understanding charts through people, 
whether through clients or biographies, and letting people 
‘speak their charts’. As he comments, without studying 
life histories with that person’s horoscope “we never really 
know how people ‘inhabit’ their horoscopes, how relevant 
our observations are, or how the major themes of their 
birth charts play out in their lives and in the people and 
events around them”. Part five of this book gives ample 
opportunity to visit many astrological significators, 
whether a single planet or a more complex configuration, 
and to see how it manifests in peoples’ lives and how they 
themselves voice its energies.

To give just one example, although there are many, 
Frank quotes Linda Gray (Sue Ellen Ewing in Dallas) 
speaking her Sun/Mercury/Neptune conjunction: 

“most people in a television series play themselves because 
it’s easier... [but] when the cameras start rolling I not only 
get an accent, I walk differently, talk differently, I look 
different”.
Towards the end of Getting To The Heart Of Your Chart 

Frank presents five in depth profiles to illustrate how 
everything explored earlier in the book fits together. And, 
as he says, he plays “detective by looking for planetary 
overtones and confirmation in biography”.
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I hugely enjoyed this book. It is peppered with so 
much astrological wisdom that you cannot read it without 
improving both your astrological knowledge and your 
astrological vocabulary. Everything is grounded in the 
reality of peoples’ lives and their horoscopes. The astrology 
is simple, profound and devoid of complex technicalities.

In summary, this book offers many suggestions, with 
simplicity and clarity, to work with horoscopes. It will help 
you to think through what you do, why and how to put 
it all together. It is full of worked examples. As mentioned 

earlier, charts are not explored through the Huber lens, so 
this book does require a willingness to explore different 
techniques and sometimes to be challenged with a very 
different, even conflicting, way of thinking. I would 
suggest, however, that the knowledge and astrological 
wisdom to be gained from working through it, makes it a 
good investment and it is one that will not be leaving my 
astrological bookshelves.

¤ ¤ ¤ ¤ ¤

Using Astrology to create a 
Vocational Profile
Finding the Right Career Direction

by Faye Cossar
Review by Ghislaine Adams

As the title infers, this is a book about 
career profiling and discovering one’s 

vocation with the use of the birth chart. Its scope, 
however, is much broader and is about identifying one’s 
personal qualities, strengths, values, mode of operation 
and blocks to success and wellbeing. 

The book follows a very clear structure. It is divided in 
three broad sections:

• Who am I?
• What can I do?
• What do I want?

Each section is sub-divided into three chapters and 
the whole corresponds to a process. The author shows 
us how to use this process with clients and provides a 
full-length case study. She also identifies the benefits of 
selecting the appropriate parts of the process to help with 
specific issues. All the chapters can therefore be used as 
stand-alone which adds to the relevance of the contents. 
For instance clients may feel they know what they can 
do but may have blocks stopping them achieving what 
they want. So a session on defining goals and identifying 
blocks may be all that is needed to bring about a new 
awareness and the change of approach necessary to go 
forward. 

The writing style is straightforward and easily 
accessible with plenty of examples to support the theory. 
Before the first session, the client is asked to produce a 
biography and this will be used alongside the birth chart 
to show the impact of conditioning as well as the life 
journey so far. As Huber astrologers we of course have 
another resource in the House Chart.

Astrologically the elements covered are: 
• Sun: exploring vocation and calling. 
• Mars and the 4 elements: recognising style and 

drive
• Venus and 2nd house: discovering talents (and ways 

to make money)
• Mercury and 3rd house: defining communication 

skills
• Saturn, 12th house (+ Chiron): identifying Blocks 
• MC: determining goals
• Venus + Jupiter: defining norms and values
• Moon, Venus, Sun (+ Ceres): finding the ideal 

environment

Faye Cossar is familiar with the Huber approach and 
she makes several references to it. In fact she dedicates 
most of her last chapter ‘Age matters’ to the Age Point 
and quotes directly from Lifeclock to explain the concept 
of timing and progression. She describes herself as ‘a big 
fan of this technique’ that allows her simply by knowing 
a person’s age to know which phase they’re in. With the 
focus on career and vocation and using Keywords for the 
houses and Ages of Life and Fig 2.4 (Lifeclock pp44-47), 
she considers Phases 3 (age 12-18) to 10 (age 54-60) in 
turn and provides useful suggestions at each phase.  

Faye is both a business astrologer and a therapist and 
the book reflects her knowledge, skills and expertise. It 
contains a wealth of information and its contents aim 
at personal development as much as career development.  
Her belief is that the work of astrologers is to help their 
clients be authentic and happy and she takes an interactive 
approach to chart reading based on involving the person 
in active dialogue. 

This book provides a practical structure for 
psychological astrologers to use in response to the 
universal questions of ‘who am I?’, ‘what is my potential?’, 
‘what do I want?’.  It does not give answers but lays a clear 
path of exploration. Overall I have found it interesting 
and rewarding reading and I intend to delve deeper into 
the process for my own benefit and that of others.

¤ ¤ ¤ ¤ ¤
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Shine Forth
The Soul’s Magical Destiny 

by William Meader

Review by Sue Lewis

I heard William Meader speak at a 
workshop last November and was 
impressed by his lucid transmission of 

esoteric astrology. The teachings of the Tibetan Master 
Djwhal Khul channelled by Alice Bailey are familiar to 
many of us as an important source of inspiration to the 

Hubers, but the writing style can be impenetrable, and it 
is illuminating to listen to a good interpreter. Although 
Shine Forth does not focus on astrology, it provides 
clear explanations of abstruse terms, giving a deeper 
dimension to such transformational journeys as the Full 
Moon meditations in Reflections and Meditations on the 
Signs of the Zodiac, by Louise Huber, and to the initiatory 
paths sketched out in The Planets and their Psychological 
Meaning, by Bruno and Louise Huber. Djwhal Khul is 
Meader’s primary source of guidance for spiritual study 
and practice, and he chooses words carefully, so there is 

Kabbalah and the Power of Dreaming
Awakening the Visionary Life 

by Catherine Shainberg, 

Review by Sue Lewis

My choice of this book to read 
and review was influenced by my 
knowledge that the Spanish Huber 
School had booked New York-

based Catherine Shainberg to run a second workshop. 
Shainberg’s assertion that memory always resides in the 
body corresponds with Saturn as body and memory in 
Huber astrology. She notes that: 

‘Memory is selective. It happily recognizes the big joys, 
stays amazed at a miraculous event, remembers some 
meaningless details, but if you examine it honestly you 
will find that your most frequent memories are memories 
of unhappiness’ . 
From this position, Shainberg has developed an 

exercise for sorting out the good grain from the bad, and 
it is easy to see how this approach to changing the past 
might be applied to the Moon Node Chart. 

For many years, Shainberg was a disciple of Colette 
Simhah Aboulker-Muscat (1909-2003), the last 
descendent of 13C Sephardic Rabbis Isaac the Blind, 
and Jacob ben Sheshet. Colette adapted the 13C 
contemplative Kabbalah received from her ancestors to 
meet the needs of modern humanity. This method of 
accessing and gaining mastery over the dreaming mind 
does not involve matching planets with the Ten Sephiroth 
of the Tree of Life in an attempt to unify systems. It 
relates to the insatiable search ‘for meaningful patterns, 
which Kabbalah calls partzufim, or “faces” of God, and it 
unlocks the sacred within.

Shainberg’s book is a working manual, combining 
informative text with meditational exercises. With 
training, our sensory receptors can develop the art of 
discerning images that come to us in dreams. Mirrors help 
us identify external disruptions caused by inheritance 
and environment and enable us to better understand 
the inner world of the imagination, so that we might 
see ‘with the eyes of a young child, who happens to be 
both pragmatic and imaginative in equal measure’. The 

first six chapters focus on perception and gestation. 
Chapter Seven, entitled ‘Practising Life’s Quickening 
Exercises’, provides laws of imitation, movement, open-
endedness, and immediacy, and includes thirteen guided 
exercises. Chapter Eight introduces kavanah, or intent, 
to dreaming, and in this chapter the disciple crosses 
the Rainbow Bridge. The next three chapters on ‘The 
Waking Dream’, ‘Changing the Past’, and ‘Perfecting the 
Life Plan’, facilitate the rewriting of outworn records and 
creation of new imaginal space, while the twelfth and 
final chapter reconciles right and left brain, inner and 
outer forces, and opens the garden of the heart.

Though steeped in Jewish practice dating back to 
antiquity, no prior knowledge of Hebrew or Kabbalah is 
required of a reader who is open to spiritual advancement. 
A small number of chants are more effective in Hebrew, 
and a glossary of essential words is included at the end. 
Neither does one need a background of astrology, though 
a Huber astrologer accustomed to visualizing charts may 
become more quickly attuned to seeing hypnagogic 
images than a casual reader. The uncomplicated text 
is striking in its simplicity and depth. For example, 
she observes that, if the mind is functioning normally, 
‘pattern in the imagination is never static’ or, referring to 
chaos theory: 

‘If pattern does appear to be stagnant or repetitive, it 
simply means that its energy has gone dormant. Being 
stuck is a clear sign to us that pattern has to be brought 
back to life’.
Shainberg recognizes how difficult it is to face up to 

reality, and how easy it is to ‘get caught in an oscillation 
between two locked-in poles’, and she provides some 
deceptively easy but highly effective exercises to help us 
face our dragons. At a recent meeting of my astrology 
group focusing on the axes, I shared her short meditation 
on ‘Living Opposites’ and it was immensely powerful. 
Using the breath correctly is of paramount importance.

I have found Kabbalah and the Power of Dreaming an 
uplifting text and will return again and again to its guiding 
exercises on clearing distortions, shifting energy, focusing 
mind and intent, and moving on. More information 
about its author can be found at www.schoolofimages.
com.
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a lot to learn from a volume that also raises a number of 
questions.

Meader equates spiritual creativity with magic, a term 
that confounds our post-Enlightenment minds brought 
up to revere science as fact and distrust magic as either 
evil in intent or trivial sleight of hand. Here we are talking 
about white magic or magia naturalis, not black magic 
or goëtia, and Bailey’s A Treatise on White Magic foresaw, 
as the Hubers did, that ‘Astrologers will eventually find 
it necessary to cast three horoscopes’. Meader regards 
spiritual or white magic as ‘an investigation into how 
consciousness influences circumstance’. The greater our 
awareness, the better able we are to interact with and 
shape the world around us. Our positive or negative 
thoughts cast light or shadow, making a difference 
to the human condition. This year, the Sophia Centre 
Conference is on Celestial Magic and the Astrological 
Association Conference is on The Magic of Astrology, so 
the relationship between astrology and magic, aired some 
years ago in Garry Phillipson’s Astrology In The Year Zero 
(2000), is very much up for discussion. Phillipson asked 
the question: ‘What is Astrology—Science or Magic’ 
Meader devotes Part II of Shine Forth to ‘The Art and 
Science of Magic’, combining all three concepts in the 
quest for knowledge with benevolent intent – reflecting an 
age before exoteric science based on practical experiment 
and logical rationale downgraded the esoteric knowledge 
that comes from within. As Pluto, the planet most 
associated with magical knowing, progresses through 
Capricorn, the assumed supremacy of human science 
over the laws of nature is well and truly open to question.

In the first part of Shine Forth, Meader defines the 
Cosmic Father as ‘cosmic will in motion’, ‘purpose of 
the One Life’ and ‘Principle of Identity’, and the Cosmic 
Mother as ‘sacred substance within creation’, ‘divine 
intelligence’, and ‘Principle of Gestation’, crystallizing 
some of the conceptual thinking that lies behind Bruno’s 
definitive planetary table, on page 15 of The Planets. 

Then a problem arises, as Meader synthesizes his 
Trinitarian correspondences, including the three great 
gods of Hinduism. All are agreed on the attribution 
of Vishnu the preserver to the Middle Principle of the 
uniting soul; but whereas the Hubers attribute Brahma 
the creator god to the masculine side and Shiva the 
destroyer of ignorance to the feminine side, Meader 
reverses them. All three masculine Hindu gods have 
consorts, and the transpersonal planets are androgynous 
(The Planets, p. 26). Shiva is more physically present than 
Brahma, which would account for the Huber attribution, 
but surely a god whose lingam (male organ) stands 
proudly erect at altars garlanded with flowers throughout 
India belongs on the masculine side? Meader’s selection 
of Shiva for the masculine pole anticipates the emphasis 
he places on sexual intercourse as being ‘at the root of 
all creative endeavour, metaphorically understood’. So, 
perhaps we should just agree that the trinities of different 

traditions cannot necessarily be neatly assembled into 
perfectly corresponding models. 

Such dilemmas are not uncommon when reading 
esoteric literature. Bailey’s meaning can be obscure, 
and the Hubers adapted their interpretation of her 
work to accommodate their marriage of astrology with 
psychosynthesis, particularly with regard to planetary 
attributions to the Seven Rays. Other interpreters build 
in their own criteria. Sometimes you have to suspend the 
‘nitpicker’ or ‘perfectionist’ sub-personality that would 
like a consistent model to draw everything together, 
allowing yourself to receive the message, reviewing the 
insights you have garnered later to sift out what you 
assimilate into your integrated vision at that time. 

From Meader’s perspective, ‘every human being is 
already a magician, for each is able to think thoughts that 
lead to action, thus generating outward effects (forms)’, 
magic being ‘the art of building thoughtforms out of 
intelligent substance, and this according to the will of the 
thinker’, which means that she or he ‘must ever be aware 
of the true motives lying behind his thought processes 
and the effects his thoughts have upon the outer world 
either for the good or ill’. There are many pitfalls for the 
individual, whose attachment to a thoughtform may lead 
to creative paralysis and other perils. 

There are five initiations: Birth, Baptism, 
Transfiguration, Renunciation or Crucifixion, 
and Revelation. The first three, representing the 
transformational paths from Saturn to Uranus, Moon to 
Neptune, and Sun to Pluto, are described in The Planets 
and relate to the celestial sphere (pp. 106-17). Meader 
associates the first initiation with Virgo, the virgin 
mother of Christ, and the harvesting of love. He links 
the third initiation with Capricorn, the two-horned goat 
symbolizing the duality of soul and personality, which 
becomes the sacred unicorn with a ‘single horn thrust 
toward heaven’. The second initiation is considered 
in detail below, while the fourth and fifth relate to the 
supercelestial realm, and need not concern us here. 

The Baptism, or second initiation, ‘is a purification 
phase’, which can be lengthy (The Planets, p. 111). 
I found Meader’s treatment of ‘desire’ especially 
illuminating, both regarding the Gethsemane experience 
of Moon to Neptune and Louise’s pathworkings of 
the Moon from exoteric to esoteric ruler through the 
opposite sign, tamely translated into English as ‘The 
Moon as our Feeling Nature’ (The Planets, pp. 239-84). 
The Spanish translation is more graphic: El Yo emocional 
(The emotional ‘I’), and Deseo de contacto y necesidad 
de amor (Desire for contact and need for love). Meader 
interprets desire ‘as a lower expression of love’ in which 
attraction is self-serving. When ‘magnetic desire is 
transformed into divine love... the magnetism rooted 
in personality yearning is converted into the attractive 
power of unconditional love. Misapplication arises 
from a sense of lack, or deprivation of qualities present 
within the larger whole: ‘Desire therefore creates within 
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Reading the Red Book
An Interpretive Guide to C. G. Jung’s 
‘Liber Novus’ 

by Sanford L. Drob, 

Review by Sue Lewis

In Drob’s useful explication of The Red 
Book, he demonstrates Jung’s struggle 
with how to express experiences that 

are uniquely his, which also contain lessons for humanity 
as a whole, ‘the paradox of comprehending the universal 
in the particular’. He identifies Jung as a Faustian figure, 
whose journey through the depths in search of the soul 
brought him to the brink of madness; and Jung was at 
pains to protect others from potentially self-destructive 
copycat imitation: ‘I give you news of the way of this man, 
but not of your own way... You seek the path? I warn you 
away from my own. It can also be the wrong way for you. 
May each go his own way’. 

Polarities of hubris and shame experienced when 
going through a crisis vary from person to person, and 
some of Jung’s introspections and dialogues with the 
transpersonal figures he meets on his journey are difficult 
to absorb. Conversely, his pictures are amazing to 
behold, and Drob has observed that they are ‘not nearly 
as disturbing as some of the narrative passages’, even if 
they contain monstrous beasts, and that ‘Jung appears 
to be using the paintings as a means to organize both his 
fantasies and heal his “Self ”’. A good way to enter the 
large facsimile Red Book is to open it on a table to view 
the images, while following Drob’s textual descriptions of 
their underlying meanings, which often draw out hidden 
details that are not precisely reflected in Jung’s text. 

It is useful to take a look at Jung’s astrological chart, 
which appears in several Huber books with reference 
to his autobiography, Memories, Dreams, Reflections. 
In Astrological Psychosynthesis, Bruno draws attention 
to its tangential cohesion, the scissor-like combination 
of mutable and linear figures extending from houses 

consciousness the need to acquire things outside oneself, 
and this under the false belief that a deeper sense of 
inner wholeness will be achieved through its satisfaction’. 
‘Desire and fear are...enemies of the soul... Yet they are 
friends when viewed as way-showers, revealing that 
which is next to be redeemed within oneself ’. Whereas 
desire is employed ‘as an agent to support self-awareness... 
identity, which is the sacred root of self, is transcendent 
to form, not dependent on it. The higher purpose 
of desire is to provide the impetus to establish right 
relationship with the outer world, rather than identify 
with it’. Here we see what is meant by the emotional level 
of the Moon being ‘like a hall of mirrors, where things 
are reflected and appear as delusions’ (The Planets, p. 
111). Moon Node Astrology requires an understanding 
of the mirror sphere and associated theme of reflection 
and, according to Meader, ‘Karma is created through the 
misunderstanding and misapplication of desire as that 
desire expresses itself over many incarnations’. ‘Mastery 
of the emotional body is not achieved through hardened 
restraint’ but with the cooperation of the mind, which 
‘first learns to understand the desire body, then slowly 
discovers the means to gain dominion over it’. ‘Genuine 
spiritual love is unconditional, and is never governed by 
desire or need’.

From my perspective, the discourse on desire and 
love and the recognition that thoughtforms can paralyze 
creativity are the most meaningful features of this volume, 
but there is much else of potential interest. Meader 
differentiates between three categories of distortion:

Maya: ‘caused by the physical body’s tendency to act 
independently of the soul’s agenda’.

Glamour: ‘the misperception created by the 
ungoverned passions of one’s emotional vehicle’.

Illusion: ‘the misapprehension of truth formed by the 
human mind’.

He includes a comparison table of ‘Intuition versus 
Psychism’. 

Aware of the contemporary reader’s dislike of the 
hierarchical principles that loom large in much esoteric 
writing, appearing to negate equality and promote 
misuse of authority, he makes a case for the coexistence 
of laws of hierarchy and equality, opening the way to a 
discussion of the vertical axis of being and gradational 
spiritual development. Sub-sections are devoted to the 
impostor, the etheric body, creation of thoughtforms and 
their release, letting go of redundant ideas, kundalini 
magic and, finally, white magic as a co-creative process 
bound into the law of correspondence. 

Timing is important, so astrology is important to the 
magician, and reception of what Meader has to say by 
the astrologer may relate to Age Progression and Transits. 
Shine Forth has a useful index that takes you straight to 
the point you want to clarify. 

As I complete this review, on 7 May 2013, I note that 
transiting Mercury and Mars at 12 degrees of Taurus in 
the 4th house make a sextile to natal Mercury in Cancer 
and a quincunx to natal Neptune in Libra, transforming 
an exact square between natal Mercury and Neptune into 
a large learning triangle. Transiting Pluto in Capricorn 
in the first house forms an opposition to natal Mercury, 
while transiting Saturn in Scorpio on the MC makes a 
quincunx to natal Moon in Aries, which is the other arm 
of an efficiency triangle in my natal chart with Mercury 
and Neptune, all of which seem wholly appropriate to 
this probing exploration of magic, illusion, truth, and 
spiritual efficacy.

¤ ¤ ¤ ¤ ¤
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Kabbalistic Visions
C. G. Jung and Jewish Mysticism 

by Sanford L. Drob, 
Review by Sue Lewis

Reading the Red Book follows hard on 
the heels of Drob’s earlier volume, 
which builds a bridge between depth 

psychology and the ‘reformulation of the Kabbalah, 
initiated by Isaac Luria (1534-72) and his disciples, 
notably Chayyim Vital (1542-1620)’. This dense and 
detailed book begins by outlining Lurianic Kabbalah, 
and comparing its metaphor with Freud’s psychoanalysis, 
concluding that ‘strong as is the link... it is the non-
Jewish disciple of Freud, Carl Jung, who creates a 
psychology that is even more profoundly Kabbalistic in 
nature’, despite his apparent lack of in-depth knowledge 
of original Kabbalistic texts, and ambiguities concerning 
his attitude towards Jews and Nazis that are addressed in 
Chapter 10. 

C. G. Jung, 26.07.1875, 19:29, Kesswil, CH

2-7, and the large fixed Model surrounding the centre, 
representing his two personalities. The Low Point 
Moon in Taurus in the 3rd house forms a small learning 
triangle with Mercury and Uranus, and an important 
one-way conjunction to Pluto moving towards the IC; 
important, because Pluto forms one of the angles of the 
Model, with Jupiter, Mars, and Saturn the other three. 
In Aspect Patterns in Colour, and in her topical blogspot 
interpretation of Liberace, Joyce has emphasized the 
courageous strength of a figure with ‘high aspirations’ that 
will ‘not be distracted by pessimism’. This perspective is 
clearly applicable to Jung, and I would add—based on my 
observation of Models in the charts of two friends—that 

some of its buoyancy comes from an urge and a capacity 
to ground experience, ideology, and lessons learned in 
artistic creativity. 

The Hubers also used Jung’s chart as an example 
in Life Clock. The Age Point conjunction with his 
flamboyant Leo Sun in the cardinal zone of the 7th house 
corresponded to his falling out with Freud, an event that 
bore hallmarks of unfinished business with the father 
figure. This rupture triggered a period of introspection 
as AP reached the Low Point in the 7th and descended 
into the 8th house. Given the stylized script, prophetic 
tone, and beautiful illustrations of the Red Book, it is clear 
that Jung, with Sun and Uranus in the 7th house, very 
much wanted to share his experiences with the world, but 
felt constrained by his ambitions and desire to have his 
research taken seriously by the scientific establishment.

Drob highlights the strangeness of publishing ‘perhaps 
the most important work in his entire oeuvre’ eighty 
years after Jung ceased writing it in 1929. He observes 
that, over the past fifty years, ‘psychology has become 
increasingly scientized’, and that university departments 
of psychology have largely purged Jung from their courses, 
closing the open borders between psychology, art, and 
literature that existed in the early twentieth century, and 
that perhaps The Red Book’s confrontation with the chaos, 
madness, vanity, and evil inherent in the human psyche 
serves as a compensation for contemporary psychology’s 
emphasis on “positive thinking”. By contrast, there is far 
more interest in the cross-fertilization of disciplines in 
the humanities, juxtaposing thinking and feeling, whose 
resolution could, according to Jung, be found in creative 
fantasy.

¤ ¤ ¤ ¤ ¤

Fundamental to Kabbalah and the development of 
the psyche is the coincidence of opposites, which is also 
intrinsic to Huber astrology’s way of working across the 
axes. Chapter 9 includes a table comparing the Lurianic 
system and archetypal interpretation, attributing the 
many of similarities to the fact that ‘the very alchemical 
texts upon which Jung anchored his archetypal 
psychology were themselves imbued with Kabbalistic 
ideas’. Jung’s Kabbalistic visions, in 1944, transformed 
his approach to Judaism, and his subsequent embrace of 
Jewish mysticism heralded an immensely creative period 
in his career, which is documented in Chapter 11. Drob’s 
final chapter deals with philosophical and theological 
issues.

His interpretations of significant themes in Kabbalah 
are extremely lucid, and his arguments are convincing. 
Drob perceives Jung as more Kabbalistic than Gnostic, 
just as Antoine Faivre and Wouter Hanegraaff perceive 
him as more Hermetic than Gnostic. In either case, the 
emphasis is on repair and restoration, taking a courageous 
journey to the depths in order to find the light.
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Living Deeply
The Art & Science of Transformation in 
Everyday Life

By Marilyn Schlitz, Cassandra Vieten, 
Tina Amorok

Living Deeply is the result of a decade-
long research programme at IONS 
into the processes of transformation 

of consciousness. The researchers have studied paths and 
practices for transformation across many fields, including 
the major religions and developmental psychologies, 
spiritual teachers and paths, and so on. Whatever your 
path, you are likely to find some mention in this book. 
The value it gives is in identifying common themes and 
practices that apply across many approaches.

I find that such works provide valuable reminders of 
what you already really know, but have not yet perhaps 
fully put into practice. This aspect of reinforcement is of 
course one of the points made along the way.

I will not attempt to summarise such a wide-ranging 
book, but it could provide you with a useful resource 
whatever your particular path and level of progress.

As the authors point out, the world today urgently 
needs more and more individuals to step up their game 
along the spiritual path, to help raise the general level 
of consciousness to address the increasingly intractable 
problems that we humanity face.

¤ ¤ ¤ ¤ ¤

Entangled Minds
by Dean Radin

Parapsychology, or ‘psi’ phenomena, 
shares with astrology the denials of 
materialistic science, despite ample 
evidence to the contrary. Dean 
Radin’s book presents the evidence for 
parapsychology in a very convincing 

manner – using the tools of science to demonstrate 
that there is clear evidence for phenomena such as 
precognition, telepathy, clairvoyance, remote viewing, 
the sense of being stared at, gut feelings, even the effect 
of global events on random number generators. In most 
cases there is clear evidence, by the standards of science, 
that these are real phenomena – and certainly not the 
results of credulous investigators with flawed testing 
methodologies.

Generally, the probabilities involved are significant, 
but not such that there is a large and easily repeatable 
effect, such as with say measuring gravity. Indeed, with 
repetition of experiments the subjects tend to become less 
effective, as the results of their efforts appears to reduce.

Radin draws interesting parallels with quantum 
physics, where action at a distance and the entanglement 
of ‘particles’ far away from each other is an accepted 
part of the theory. Indeed, it does seem quite surprising 
that quantum physics is well accepted and attracts 
huge research funds, such as that for the large particle 
accelerators, whereas parapsychology is largely neglected 
in this respect.

The real point is that quantum physics is not in any 
way inconsistent with psi phenomena, or even astrology, 
and there are suggestive parallels between quantum and 
psi phenomena. Both psi and astrology lie outside the 
boundaries of current ‘accepted’ science, but the nature 
of science is to explore and extend its boundaries and 
the history of science shows the regular surpassing of the 
existing paradigm for a more comprehensive one. Radin 
supplies strong evidence that psi will one day become 
part of the accepted paradigm.

The book is interesting in a general sense, but you 
really have to want to know about the evidence to read it.

¤ ¤ ¤ ¤ ¤

Two Books from IONS

Reviewed by Barry Hopewell

When man applied his will (Sun) and science to the series 
of bodily (Saturn) missions to the moon (Moon), ‘planet’ 
of feelings, it is perhaps not entirely surprising that, 
coming out of it, was something which better integrates 
our inner landscape of mind/body/feelings.

Apollo 14 was the eighth manned mission of the United 
States Apollo program, and the third and last to land on 
the moon. Astronaut Edgar Mitchell twice walked on the 
moon’s surface with mission leader Alan Shepherd. As 
they were returning to earth, Mitchell was overcome by a 
deep spiritual experience of connection with everything 
and all beings. He was subsequently inspired to found the 
Institute of Noetic Sciences (IONS), concerned with the 
expansion of human consciousness. IONS celebrates its 
40th anniversary this year. Over that time it has pursued 
programmes of research and education in noetic sciences. 
Noetic means inner wisdom, direct knowing, or subjective 
understanding. So noetic science applies the methods of 
science to this subjective arena.

Here I review two books emerging from IONS and its 
research programmes.

To find out more about IONS, see http://noetic.org

Apollo 14 Crew
Ed Mitchell on Right
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Can you see in these charts any common features between these pioneers of astrological psychology, in its 
development in Switzerland and propagation in the English-speaking world.

Pioneeers of Astrological Psychology

Bruno Huber
29.11.1930, 12:55, Zurich, CH

Pam Tyler
19.11.1948, 17:32, N40.00, E032.54

Louise Huber
10.05.1924, 03:15, Bamberg, D

Richard Llewellyn
14.08.1925, 05:18:59, N51.28, E000.05
(Rectified)

Source of data: personal


